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6  A   GESrXBAL  VIEW   OF 

almighty  cause,  without  speaking  at  the  same  time 
of  its  effects:  so  that  to  divinity  they  added  phy- 
siology, and  treated  of  botii,  without  quitting  the 
umbrages  of  their  allegorial  expressions. 

But  man  being  the  chief  and  most  noble  of  all 
that  God  produced,  and  nothing  being  so  proper, 
or  more  useful,  to  poets  than  this  subject,  they 
added  it  to  the  former,  and  treated  of  the  doctrine 
of  morality  after  the  same  manner  as  they  did  that 
of  divinity  and  physiology:  and  from  morality  thus 
treated,  is  formed  that  kind  of  poem  and  fable 
which  we  call  epic. 

The  poets  did  the  same  in  morality,  that  the 
divines  had  done  in  divinity.  But  that  infinite 
variety  of  the  actions  and  operations  of  the  Divine 
Nature  (to  which  oiu*  understanding  bears  so  small 
a  proportion^  did  as  it  were  force  them  upon  di- 
viding the  smgle  idea  of  the  only  one  God  into 
several  persons,  under  the  different  names  of  Jupi- 
ter, Juno,  Neptune,  and  the  rest. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  nature  of  moral 
philosophy  being  such,  as  never  to  treat  of  things 
m  particular,  but  in  general,  the  epic  poets  were 
obhged  to  unite  in  one  single  idea,  in  one  and  the 
same  person,  and  in  an  action  which  appeared  sin- 
gular, all  that  looked  like  it  in  different  persons, 
and  in  various,  actions;  which  might  be  thus  con- 
tained as  so  many  species  under  their  genus. 

The  presence  of  the  Deity,  and  the  care  such  an 
august  cause  is  to  be  supposed  to  take  about  any 
action,  obhgcs  the  poet  to  represent  this  action 
as  g^eat,  important,  and  managed  by  kings  and 
princes.*  It  obliges  him  likewise  to  think  and 
speak  in  an  elevated  way,  above  the  vulgar,  and  in 
a  style  that  may  in  some  sort  keep  up  the  character 

*  '  Ret  gesttt  reguxnque  dueum^ie.'  HOR.  Art.  Poet. 
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lly,  ■iiiiic  f>rit;>-|it9  iiii)Hit  (ti  If  nxirinr.)  lu 
I  niuri*  i-mMly  <M>iii-t.'iveil,  mul  li-m  i>j>|irni«  Ihi- 

iry,  «ihI  Miii-r  iiut)iiii|r  I'uii  Ih >ri-  ■'Hi-i^iuiil 

I  unit  IIiHii  pni|Miiiiii|f  uiH-  *in|;lr  idra,  ami  ntl 
If  all  IbiiiKM  Ki  u'l'll  tiigi-llirr,  lu  lu  Ih-  |irr-H-iit 
'  iiiiiidi  iJt  lit  iiiin-i  tlirrrtiirr  llir  ]HKrlii  liaTi- 
nl  kII  111  iiiiv  liriKlt:  aclkmit  tiiiilrr  uiic  ■ml 
mi-  ili-HiKii,  anil  ill  a  biHlywIiUM  iiu;iiil>i.-htBiHl 
•buiilil  bu  liimKi|[i'iii'«iii>, 
NtWR  liBVr  uburnri-il  111' till-  iiaUirr  orUii'  F|iii' 
fpTci  ui  a  jiul  idea  ul'  it,  uiid  «c  may  tlrline 

llr  I'liir  piK'lii  in  u  ilinrniltw  ii 
111  (liv  iiiaiiiii-rH.  by  iiiii:b  iiwl 
M-il  uixlrr  llic  Blli')r»r'i'a  of  ■winic  uitr  iiiipor- 
ctiiiii,  uliicli  in  nlali-il  in  trmr, allcra  |tni' 
ilivurliiiKi  ami  nurpiiiiiiijf  iiiaiiiivr." 
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THE   7ABLE   OF  TBS   ILIAD. 

br  every  design  which  a  man  deliberately  under- 
takes, the  end  he  proposes  is  the  first  thins^  in  his 
mind,  and  that  by  which  he  governs  the  whole  work, 
and  all  its  parts:  tlms,  since  the  end  of  the  epic 
poem  is  to  regulate  the  manners,  it  is  with  this  nrst 
view  the  poet  ought  to  begin. 

But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  phi- 
losophical and  the  poetical  doctrine  of  manners. 
The  schoolmen  content  themselves  with  treating  of 
virtues  and  vices  in  general :  the  instructions  thev 
give  are  proper  for  ul  states  of  people,  and  for  all 
ages.  But  tne  poet  has  a  nearer  regard  to  his  own 
country,  and  the  necessities  of  his  own  nation. 
With  this  design  he  makes  choice  of  some  piece  of 
morality,  the  most  proper  and  just  he  can  imagine: 
and  in  order  to  press  tnis  home,  he  makes  less  use 
of  the  force  of  reasoning,  than  of  the  power  of  in- 
sinuation; accommodating  liimself  to  tlie  particular 
customs  and  inclinations  of  those  who  are  to  be  the 
subject,  or  the  readers,  of  his  work. 

Let  us  now  see  how  Homer  has  acquitted  him- 
self in  these  respects. 

He  saw  the  Grecians,  for  whom  he  designed  his 
poem,  were  divided  into  as  many  states  as  they  bad 
capital  cities.  Each  was  a  body  politic  apart,  and 
had  its  form  of  government  independent  from  all 
the  rest.  And  yet  these  distinct  states  were  very 
often  obliged  to  unite  together  in  one  body  against 
their  common  enemies.  These  were  two  ver>'  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  government,  such  as  could  not  be 
comprehended  in  one  maxim  of  morality,  and  in 
ene  single  poem. 

The  poet  therefore  has  made  two  distinct  fables 


urthan.     The  one  !■  tot  fiNe(>r  In  (wnaral,  imjieit 

Into  onr  buily.  Iml  uHlliptiHa  of  |ii>K)  indopniHlrnl 
nn  rftcli  ulliEtj  itntl  Ihr  iiihrr  Tor  Bwh  (MrrLoukr 
»i»l»-,  cunalilnrr'il  m  llwy  were  In  lime  of  p*Me, 
wiiliinit  thi-  rurmBreiniumaUiicoauiillhc  iMcanlly 
or  brlnK  unJUi). 

A*  Ibr  tlio  ftnt  mi  of  ftirrmmanl.  In  ilia  univn, 
or  nllwrin  llie  eottUAermK) ,  uf  niuiy  inJtpcndBht 
■laliii^  •%Iiori«nGi  huklwty*  iiHul*  il  »pftti,  -  Tlwl 
iiof hli>K  v  miHih  «tuK*  (iioctM  u  •  iluc  wibordlns- 
lion,  antl  ■  ri^it  ulul>nUniUn|r  uaong  tli«  otilef 
Pomiruiulrn.  And  on  the  axhcr  hanil,  the  Lnvflta- 
litD  mill  of  iiieU  ooiifeilenuiics  (intcsada  Anm  titr 
heal*.  jbhIoiiiIii,  mnd  amblUon  of  the  dlffrNiiI 
lewltin,  »iid  thr  dlwunu-nt*  uf  tuljnUttlnK  Ui  nilUEk 
KiiivtbJ."  All  ■rniic/atiktBu.iinil  in  ptuHsuUr  Uia 
Uri'i'io'ii..  Iihil  'ti'urlv  i'i|Kriviit<'<1  tlit.  liiitli.  llii 
ili-.t  '! ■■  '  '     f.,t    i..t .  -.,.i,.,i.  (hit 
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**  Several  princes  independent  on  one  another 
w  ere  united  against  a  common  enemy.  The  person 
whom  thev  had  elected  their  general,  offers  an  af- 
front to  the  most  valiant  of  all  the  confederates. 
This  offended  prince  is  so  far  provoked  as  to  re- 
linquish tlie  union,  and  obstinately  refuse  to  fi^fat 
for  the  common  cause.  This  misunderstanding 
gives  the  enemy  such  an  advantage,  that  the  allies 
are  very  near  quitting  their  design  with  dishonour. 
He  himself  who  made  the  separation  is  not  exempt 
from  shtrinfl^  the  misfortune  which  he  brought  upon 
his  party:  for  having  permitted  his  intunate  friend 
to  succour  them  in  a  great  necessity,  this  friend  is 
killed  by  the  enemy's  sreneral.  l*hus  the  contend- 
ing princes,  beinr  both  made  wiser  at  their  own 
cost,  are  reconciled,  and  unite  again:  then  this 
valiant  prince  not  only  obtains  the  victory  in  the 
public  cause,  but  revenges  his  private  wrongs  bv 
killing  with  his  own  hands  the  author  of  the  death 
of  his  friend." 

This  is  the  first  platform  of  the  poem,  and  the 
fiction  which  reduces  into  one  important  and  uni- 
versal action  all  the  particulars  upon  which  it 
turns. 

In  the  next  place,  it  must  be  rendered  probable 
by  the  circumstances  of  times,  places,  and  persons: 
some  persons  must  be  found  out,  already  known 
b^  history  or  otherwise,  whom  we  may  with  proba- 
bility make  the  actors  and  personages  (rf'thb  fable. 
Homer  has  made  choice  of  the  siege  of  Troy,  and 
feigned  that  this  action  happened  there.  To  a 
phantom  of  his  brain,  whom  he  would  paint  valiant 
and  choleric,  he  has  given  the  name  of  Achilles; 
that  of  Agamemnon  to  his  general;  that  cf  Hector 
to  tho  enemy's  commander;  and  so  to  the  rest. 

Besides,  he  was  obliged  to  accommodate  himself 
to  the  manners,  customs,  and  genius  of  the  Greeks 
his  auditors,  the  better  to  make  them  attend  to  the 


I  ii«>t  bi'iii}^  roiilriit.  In  »  Wfirk  cH'iiiirli  akngth, 
i|iiifir  oiilv  ilii*  pniiripul  iiniiii  tif'  tlir  mural, 

II  lill  up  lilt'  rt'si  witli  iiHi  ii'HN  firhAinPiiti  uiid 
:ii  iiiMil('n1i«  III*  f\trii(U  ttiin  iiifirHl  Uy  nil  its 
iHury  f*iMiHri|ui-iii*cii.  An,  ffir  iiiiitiinri*.  in  the 
f:t  Ill-Ion*  UN,  it  iM  not  rnoti);Ii  to  know,  that  a  f  i 
iinilf'isiuiiili  11)1^ <iii|f lit  iilwuvM  to  III'  nijintHUK'd 
If  rontiMlrmtri,  it  in  likcwiHr  of  ('<|iml  inipor- 
,  that  if  (Inn*  ImppniN  uny  criviiion,  curt*  niuNl 
km  to  kiTp  it  fM'rrrt  t'lttiii  tin*  rnriiiy,  tliitt 
i)puirum*«'  ol'tliin  ttilvunttt|C«'  nmy  pri'Vi'iit  thrir 
\y[  UHc  of  it.  Anil  in  tlir  si'i'oiiil  iiluri*,  wlion 
conroni  in  hut  r<iiintrrfcit  uikI  fiiily  in  uppoar- 
one  Nhoiihl  lirvcr  piviM  thr  riiriny  t<io  chiHi'lvt 
UN  woulil  ihik'ovrr  thv  wrakiu^iiH  i^hich  wc 
.  to  roiiri'ul  IViiin  thi<ni. 

r  rpiHtNlr  ol'  I'utrcM'hi^i  most  tuluiiriihly  fur- 
%  im  with  tlirni'  two  inHtrurtimiH;  tor  ulicii  hr 
in-il  ill  till*  H^ruM  of  AchillfN,  the  TrojuiiH,  who 
liini  for  thut  priiin*  now  rrcoiirilnl  mid  uniti'il 
*  i'onfrilfTuti'N,  iinninliutrly  k;im'  ^crotiiiil,  uiul 
*tl  the  u(|\iintu^rs  tlu'V  li:iil  hrforr  o\(*r  the  "< 
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SECT.  III. 

THE    FABLE    OF    THE    ODYSSEY. 

The  Odyssey  was  not  designed,  like  the  Iliad,  for 
instruction  of  all  the  states  of  Greece  joined  in 
one  body,  but  for  each  state  in  particular.  As  a 
state  is  composed  of  two  parts,  the  head  which 
commands  and  the  members  which  obey,  there  are 
instructions  requisite  to  both,  to  teach  the  one  to 
govern,  and  the  others  to  submit  to  government. 

There  are  two  virtues  necessary  to  one  in  autho- 
rity, prudence  to  order,  and  care  to  see  his  orders 
put  in  execution.  The  prudence  of  a  politician  is 
not  acquired  but  by  a  long  experience  in  all  sorts 
of  business,  and  by  an  acquaintance  with  al^  the 
different  forms  of  governments  and  states.  The 
care  of  the  administration  suffers  not  him  that  has 
the  government  to  rely  upon  others,  but  requires 
his  own  presence;  and  kings  who  are  absent  from 
their  states  are  in  danger  of  losing  tliem,  and  give 
occasion  to  great  disoixlers  and  confusion. 

These  two  points  may  be  easily  united  in  one 
and  the  same  man.  "  A  king  forsakes  his  kingdom 
to  visit  the  courts  of  several  princes,  where  he 
learns  the  manners  and  customs  of  different  nations. 
From  hence  there  naturally  arises  a  vast  number  of 
incidents,  of  dangers,  and  of  adventures,  very  use- 
ful for  a  political  institution.  On  the  other  side, 
this  absence  gives  way  to  the  disordera  which  hap- 
pen in  his  own  kingdom,  and  which  end  not  till  his 
return,  whose  presence  only  can  re-establish  all 
things.'*  Thus  the  absence  of  a  king  has  tlie  same 
effects  in  this  fable,  as  the  division  of  the  princef 
had  in  the  former. 

The  subjects  have  scarce  any  need  but  of  on« 
general  maxim,  which  is.  To  suffer  themselves  t 


!»•  fOTVRiad,  AH'l  In  lllioj'  fMidiflillr, 
nwon  ihoy  may  imuipiir  iupiln*i  tha  onlvti  ihay 
receif*.  Il  in  ■»•/  lu  jiiln  tlin  inmnidiiin  wlili  tbr 
atlipr.  \iy  IitkIoviiik  i»i  tliit  wlan  aiul  inrl^wirliHM 
pHiii'n  Hicti  (ulijrrta,  u  ill  libubacnrr  waiilJ  nlW 
niU'iw  tlirlrnwii  Jiiilicnirni  lK«n  liia K»inniuul>t  aiiii 
hy  dcuinmintliiR  ilia  niiuf'inuni'*  whidi  Ihl*  iluu- 
brdl'^iMn  ilnwi  iifinn  them,  llir  oil  (;(ili*pl|Uoti«'* 
whicti  aimuat  bfitJIiliEv  nicciiil  (lipw  puiutulu-  nu- 
liurui,  vrtuch  ikr«  eiilirrl)>  lUiremil  (Vum  tlw  geiicnU 


J  kImmiIiI  br  olioli-ric  anil  i|u>im'[Miiin,  ja  i 
nceMawv  in  thr  lht>l#  uf  iho  fMynoy  tUut  iliu  cliirl 

STMn  ilioitlil  be  wigv  uul  pnidrnL  Tliii  iii>a:*«  u 
fRoulty  in  the  flction,  buca'ic  ili><  |>ri>oii  'vr.Hit 
W  bo  aDK'nl  for  Uii^  two  n^Mum  ■I'un'iiii-iituiiu  d, 
vhiet)  urn  cvwntikl  <o  llic  fiiblv.  kiid  wtiiuli  tun- 
■thulr  tli<-  priimiput  Him  uf  it]  but  b«  amnH  ah- 
■cut    liim»  ir.    ivitliniii   oflciii^init  mffklnM  uiirthrr 

It  in  tnir,  tlii^rr  un-  <wiiii:tiiiici  uivli  iii-cvtiiitir* 
w  iiifni'ii'iiUy  KXtnM!  gt7  pniUcixtc  nf  ■  iioliiicinn 
in  thin  puiiil.  Hut  HiK^r'ft  lU'i-.i-Hitr  in  a  uiiiiK  iin. 
portunt  cimiiirli  of  it*!!,!'  In  im|iiily  itiultiT  l'i)r  mho- 
tbcr  norm,  bikI  lli^- niMltipliumliiii  uf  the  action 
would  be  viciiiiiii.  '.o  iin-n-ul  wliicli,  in  llic  liiM 
pUcc,  thU  urui-Mi*/  Kill)  tile  lU-partiiTi'  of  tliv  hero 
miMt  be  diaJiiiiKd  froni  lliu  poem  i  anil  in  tlia 
aeeond  place,  Itn^  licru  tiaviiij(  bi-i'ii  ulili|r<-il  tu  uli- 

anil  plucuil  iliHtinct  fmin  tlic  fahli',  lio  imikIi<  imi  ■>'> 
flu'  lo  cmbmrt^  thin  op  purl  unity  uf  iiiiiiiivCiiiK  liiin- 
aclf,  aa  to  almcnt  liilluulf  vulunlarily  from  ir»  iiwii 
'  fDVcmnieiit.  Fur  at  llii*  rale,  lila  aliarnrc  wunlil 
■  be  nicn-ly  volimlury,  ami  one  mittlit  «il1i  nunon 
lay  to  his  cliBr)[e  bU  Ihe  diaonlrra  wKirh  mn[l«  iiri«i-' 
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Thus  in  the  constitution  of  the  fable  he  ought  not 
to  take  for  his  action,  and  for  the  foundation  of  his 
poem,  the  departure  of  a  prince  from  his  own 
country,  nor  his  voluntary  stay  in  any  otlier  place; 
but  his  return,  and  this  return  retarded  against  his 
will.  This  is  the  first  idea  Homer  gives  us  of  it. 
His  hero*  appears  at  first  in  a  desolate  island,  sit- 
ting upon  the  side  of  the  sea,  which  with  tears  in 
his  eyea  he  looks  upon  as  the  obstacle  that  had  so 
long  opposed  his  return,  and  detained  him  from 
revisiting  his  own  dear  country. 

And  lastly,  since  this  forced  delay  might  more 
naturally  and  usually  happen  to  such  as  make  voy- 
ages by  sea.  Homer  has  judiciously  made  choice  of 
a  prince  whose  kingdom  was  in  an  island. 

Let  us  see  then  how  he  has  feigned  all  this  ac- 
tion, making  his  hero  a  person  in  years,  because 
years  are  requisite  to  instruct  a  man  in  prudence 
and  policy. 

"  A  prince  had  been  obliged  to  forsake  his  na- 
tive country,  and  to  head  an  army  of  his  subjects 
in  a  foreign  expedition.     Having  gloriously  per- 
formed this  enterprise,   he   was   marching   home 
again,  and  conducting  his  subjects  to  his  own  state; 
but,  spite  of  all  the  attempts  with  which  the  eager- 
ness to  return  had  inspired  him,  he  was  stopped  by 
the  way  by  tempests  for  several  years,  and  cast 
upon  several  countries  differing  from  each  other  in 
manners  and  government.     In  these  dangers,  hi* 
companions,  not  always  following  his  orders,  perish 
ed  through  their  own  fault.     The  grandees  of  hi 
country  strangely  abuse  his  absence,  and  raise  n' 
small  disorders  at  home.    They  consume  his  estatt 
conspire  to  destroy  his  son,  would  constrain  h 
queen  tQ  accept  of  one  of  them  for  her  husbanf 
and  indulge  tliemselves  in  ail  violence,  so  much  tl 

•  Odyssey  v. 
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more,  because  they  were  persuaded  he  would  never 
return.  But  at  last  he  returns,  and  discovering 
himself  only  to  his  son  and  some  others,  who  had 
continued  firm  to  him,  he  is  an  eye-witness  of  the 
insolence  of  his  enemies,  punishes  them  according 
tp  their  deserts,  and  restores  to  his  island  that  tran- 
quillity and  repose  to  which  they  had  been  sti;anger9 
during  his  absence." 

As  the  truth,  which  serves  for  foundation  to  this 
iiction,  is,  that  the  absence  of  a  person  from  his 
own  home,  or  his  neglect  of  his  own  affairs,  is  the 
cause  of  great  disorders;  so  the  principal  point  of 
the  action,  and  the  most  essential  one,  is  the  ab- 
sence of  tiie  hero.  This  fills  almost  all  tlie  poem*- 
for  not  only  this  real  absence  lasted  several  years, 
but  even  when  the  hero  returned  he  does  not  disco- 
ver himself:  and  this  prudent  disguise,  from  whence 
he  reaped  so  much  advantage,  has  tlie  same  effect 
upon  the  authors  of  the  disorders,  and  all  others 
who  knew  him  not,  as  his  real  absence  had  before, 
so  that  he  is  absent  as  to  them  till  the  very  moment 
of  their  punishment. 

After  the  poet  had  thus  composed  his  fable,  and 
joined  the  fiction  to  the  truth,  he  then  made  choice 
of  Ulysses,  the  king  of  the  isle  of  Ithaca,  to  main- 
tain the  character  of  his  cliief  personage,  and  be- 
stowed the  rest  upon  Telemachus,  Penelope,  Anti- 
nous,  and  others,  whom  he  calls  by  what  names  he 
pleases. 

I  shall  not  here  insist  upon  the  many  excellent 
advices,  which  are  so  many  parts  and  natural  con- 
sequences of  the  fundamental  truth;  and  which 
the  poet  very  dexterously  lays  down  in  those 
fictions  which  are  the  episodes  and  members  of  the 
entire  suction.  Such  for  instance  are  these  ad- 
vices;— ^Not  to  intrude  oneself  into  the  mysteries 
of  government,  which  the  prince  keeps  secret : 
this  is  represented  to  us  by  the  winds  shut  up  in  a 
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bull's  hide,  which  the  miserable  companions  of 
Ulysses  would  needs  be  so  foolish  as  to  pry  into. 
Not  to  suffer  oneself  to  be  led  away  by  the  seeming 
charms  of  an  idle  and  inactive  l^e,  to  which  the 
Sirens'  song"*  invited.  Not  to  suffer  oneself  to  be 
sensualized  by  pleasures,  like  those  who  were 
changed  into  brutes  by  Circe  :  and  a  great  many 
other  points  of  morality  necessary  for  all  sorts  of 
people. 

This  poem  is  more  useful  to  the  people  than  the 
Iliad,  where  the  subjects  suffer  rather  by  the  ill 
conduct  of  their  princes  than  through  their  own 
miscarriages.  But  in  the  Odyssey  it  is  not  the  fault 
of  Ulysses  that  is  the  ruin  of  his  subjects.  This 
wise  prince  leaves  untried*  no  method  to  make 
them  partakers  of  the  benefit  of  his  return.  Thus 
the  poet  in  the  Iliad  says,  "  He  sings  the  anger  of 
Achilles,  which  had  caused  the  death  of  so  many 
Grecians ;"  and,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  Odyssey ,+ 
he  tells  his  readers,  **  That  the  subjects  perishec 
through  tlieir  own  fault." 


SECT.  IV. 

OF  THE  UNITY  OF  TUE  FABLE. 

Aristotle  bestows  great  encomiums  upon  Ho- 
mer for  the  simplicity  of  his  design,  because  he  has 
included  in  one  single  part  all  that  happened  at  the 
siege  of  Troy.  And  to  this  he  opposes  the  igno- 
rance of  some  poets,  who  imagined  that  the  unity 
of  the  fable  or  action  was  sufficiently  preserved  by 

*  « Iiuproba  Siren  desidia.*  HORAT. 

t  Avtwr  704)  a^{^ififJaw  aragSoXitiOiv  bhwto*    Op.  i. 


^R  UuH 


__  unity  of  lliD  licni  I  iLnd  wlin  comnoed  llwtf 
TiKH-.idii,  UtfncJaiili,  kutl  tho  Lkt,  wUtiviii  ilny 
onl.t  lir^iuxl  -ii'  ill  nrir  pucni  ci'ri7  tlilnH  Uul  ban. 
pciiil  (u  t>n<i  piiniMiugv. 

He  BniU  Isiili  Willi  iliuw  nuou  whn  were  for  n- 
ilucinc  tlia  unity  of  tlic  hliW  intn  the  niuu  gf  Uw 
hew,  WnHiwr  iiiio  uunnuyhava  lurfarmeit  *«*<m1 
ulrroliiivt  which  il  ii  inipoMible  to  railuc*  uniltt 
tay  on«  («'>•!»>  uiil  mnple  liaul.  Thi*  mluclM 
of  all  Uiii),;*  t.>  unity  .nJ  iln.plltity  i«  wliu  UumA.''' 
UkciriM'  luHhta  hi»  tir«i  mlo  ,  ^h 


Acrunhd^  In  lhi-»u  niira,  11  will  be  allawabla  tm 
■Bike  iiM  «t  iwvrnil  fiMi'i,  'ir,  til  upckk  nrnrv  oui^ 
rar-ttyi  of  levrnt  tniulvniit,  whicli  ma/  tin  iliiuiDil 
Inlu  wnnl  Dtblu^  TiniMiW  tlta;  itnt  luunlrHHl 
dlM  Uw>Uiitf«JUi«it)ile  bDUOtapwUO.  llu*  U- 
bww  i«  «bll  ftWitoi'  Til  thir  apis  piMoi,  IxouMi  il 
in  of  B  liirgri'  Dtleiil.  ami  ou|[lil  In  Ipr  tdtiPc  m'kI 

I  wijj  cxplkin  myicn'morc  UiiUticlly  byUicpnc* 
ticc  ol'  lliwntr, 

Nudoiibtliut  um-nii|[lit  mtkt  fixir  dlatiiMt  fabkl 
,     e«t  of  tlieic  four  folliiwiiitf  mtlnictittW^ 

I.  *■  Divinioti  between  lli'>w  of  ihc  lama  puty 
rxmMc*  them  entirely  in  ilii'ir  cncmiet." 

X  "  Uiiiioeul  yinir  wviikiii'Wi,  aiiil   you  wilt  b* 
(IruBiIeU  ua  rniiiHi  w  if  yiiu  Imil  nunc  of  Ihuac  iin- 
porfcctioiu  wl'  wliicliibt)'  *r--  igiuimnt." 
3.  "  Wlicn  j-oiir  ulrvuKiti  in  only  fuiffncd,  und 
L  fcuiidcil  only  m  the  oi)liii<>ii  of  oilien,  never  vun- 
I  tpro  K)  IWaa  iryimr  atfi'ii^il'  wu  r^al." 
m      4.  "The  mure  yu.iHjfnx  t[i|[tUi«r,tht  lew  hurt 
■  '•■n  }'our  LiHtmUi  4u  you-" 
I         VOL.  XUI.  O 
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It  is  plain,  I  say,  that  each  of  these  particu" 
maxims  mig'ht  serve  for  the  groundwork  of  a  f 
tion,  and  one  might  make  four  distinct  fables  o 
of  them.  May  not  one  then  put  all  these  into  o 
single  epopee  ?  Not  unless  one  single  fable  can 
made  out  of  all.  The  poet  indeed  may  have 
j  much  skill  as  to  unite  all  into  one  body  as  mcmbc 

■  and  parts,  each  of  which  taken  asunder  would 

J  imperfect;  and  if  he  joins  them  so,  this  conjui 

/  tion  shall  be  no  hindrance  at  all  to  tlie  unity  »i 

the  regular  simplicity  of  the  fable.     This  is  wl 
.  Homer  h.  ■  done  with  such  success  in  the  compo: 

tion  of  the  Hind. 

1.  "  The  division  between  Achilles  and  his  alii 
tended  to  tlic  ruin  of  their  designs."  2.  "  Pati 
clus  comes  to  their  relief  in  tlie  iu*mour  of  this  hei 
and  Hector  retreats."  3.  *•  But  this  young  ma 
pusiiing  the  advantage;  which  his  disguise  gave  lii 
too  fai',  ventures  to  engage  tvitli  Hector  liimse 
but  not  being  master  of  Achilles*  strength  (who 
he  only  represented  in  outward  a])p(*anuice)  he 
killed  and  by  tliis  means  leaves  the  Grecian  affai 
in  line  same  disorder,  from  wliicli  in  that  disgui 
he  came  to  free  them."  4.  "  Acli'lles,  provoked 
the  death  of  liis  friend,  is  reconciled,  and  reveng 
his  loss  by  the  dcatli  of  li-ctor."  These  varioi 
incidents  being  tluis  uni'ed,  do  not  make  dittere 
actions  and  fables,  !);it  -u'c  only  the  incomplete  ai 
unlinislied  parts  of  one  .tnd  the  siune  action  ai 
faille,  wliich  alone,  wlien  titken  thus  complexl 
<:an  be  said  to  be  comijlele  and  entire:  and  all  tht* 
maxims  ut'  the  moral  are  easilv  reduced  into  tlie 
two  purts,  whi.'.ii  in  ni}  oj)inlon  cannot  l)c  sep 
lilted  without  LMKrvatiiig  the  force  of  oolh.  T"! 
two  pans  are  these,*   iliat  a  right  understanding 

•  *  Coiu'ordiu  ri*s  psirv.;'  ort*sc\uit:  iliscordia  ixiantsR  dilabu 
:  ir.'    SiVLLUST.  de  llcUo  Juff. 


•  •  • 

:(i)fi-tlu-l'  III  r<-,s-i,4r\   ;iiiii  i-i-|;iil,4r,  ii.iiiu'l\  ,  iIm 
ion  uiiil  tiiiishiiii;'  siiiikr. 


(ir  TiiK  A<"ri(»N  oi  Till.  1  VII-  roi.M 

nrlifiM  of  (I  pDi-iii  is  tlit*  Nuhji  r1  wliirh  titr 
lilrl'l:tki's,  |)ii)|)nsi"i,  :ui«l  li'iiliK  ii|ii>ii.  Sn 
'    liior:il  aiiti  (In'  ii)s<.riii-linhH  wliirli   aw  the 

tlir  «'))ir.  piM-ni  :ii'r  not  llir  Iiiiitti'r  of  it . 
tlir  poi-tN  WiiM  in  llirir  :iilij>orit-:il  iiiiil  li^u- 
f)liH('ui'it\ .  Till  \  onh  r,i\i'  iiotiri-  nt  tin* 
III,  lliitt  tlicy  sini;  Hoim*  ;irtioii.  tin-  i*c-%(-n|;i! 
Ilr-N.  ihi-  ri*tun\  lit'  I  hssfs,  tS^r. 
•  llii-ii  tlic  actiiiii  ri  ihr  niatti-l'  of  u  falili*,  it 
lit  thiil  wJiatcM-r  iii<'i(|i'iit«t  urt*  t-siMilial  to 
:r,  or  •-oii.-Ui(ii(i-  it  p:irt   oi  i(,   art-  iirrr-ihary 

hi*  artii)<i,  and  air  p.ii't-i  oi'tlir  t*pii-  iiiatli-c, 
'  VvliK  li  oii,;lit    to  In-  oinillril.      Snrli  loi*    iii- 

ai'i'    titi-    <  nnti-iillDM   i>r    A.'^anM-Tnnoii    :in<l 
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the  first  is  its  unity,  the  second  its  integrity,  the 
third  its  importance,  the  fourth  its  duration. 

The  unity  of  the  epic  action,  as  well  as  the  uni^ 
of  the  fable,  does  not  consist  either  in  the  unity  of 
the  hero,  or  in  the  unity  of  time:  three  things  I 
suppbse  are  necessary  to  it.  The  first  is,  to  make 
use  of  no  episode  but  what  arises  from  the  very  plat- 
form and  foundation  of  the  action,  and  is  as  it  were 
a  natural  member  of  the  body^  The  second  is,  ex« 
actly  to  unite  these  episodes  and  these  members 
with  one  another.  And  the  third  is,  never  to  finish 
any  episode  so  as  it  may  seem  to  be  an  entire  action; 
but  to  let  each  episode  still  appear,  in  its  own  par- 
ticular nature,  as  the  member  of  a  body,  and  as  a 
part  of  itself  not  complete. 

01*     THE     BIOINKliro,    MISDLX,    ASH   ESS  Ot  THX 

▲CTIOV. 

Aristotle  not  only  says  that  the  epic  action  should 
be  one,  but  adds,  that  it  should  be  entire;^  perfect^ 
and  complete;  and  for  this  purpose  ought  to  have 
a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end.     These  three 

Sarts  of  a  whole  are  too  generally  and  universally 
enoted  by  the  words,  beginning,  middle,  and  eno; 
we  may  interpret  them  more  precisely,  and  say, 
that  the.  causes  and  designs  ot  an  action  are  the 
be^nning;  that  the  effects  of  these  causes,  and  the 
difficulties  that  are  met  with  in  the  execution  of 
these  designs,  are  th^  middle ;  and  that  the  un- 
i^velling  and  resolution  of  these  difficulties  arc 
the  end. 

TBS  ACTION  OF  THE  ILIAD. 

Homer's  design  in  the  Iliad  is  to  relate  the  anger 
and  revenge  of  Achilles.  The  beginning  of  this 
action  is  the  change  of  Achilles  from  a  calm  to  a 
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HiH  ardour  itnught  the'  obedient  prince  fuppreM'd^ 
And,  artful,  thui  the  luitor-train  addrcit'd: 

**  Oh,  lay  tlic  cauie  on  youUi  yet  immature  ! 
(For  licaven  forbid,  mich  wcakncHi  should  endure) 
llow  iliall  th'iH  arm,  unequal  to  tlic  bow, 
lictort  un  iniult,  or  repel  a  foe  f  [bleit'd, 

But  you!  whom  heaven  with  better  nerves  hai 
Accept  the  triid,  and  the  prize  contest.'* 

He  cast  the  bow  before  him;  and  apart 
Afpainut  the  polish'd  quiver  propt  the  dart. 
lii'Muminj^  then  his  seat,  Eupithes*  son, 
The  bold  Antinous,  to  the  rest  be^m: 
••  From  where  the  goblet  first  beffins  to  flow, 
From  right  to  lcf\,  in  order  take  the  boW{ 
And  prove  your  Mcvcrul  strengths."— The  princei 

heard, 
And  firHt  l.eiodes,  blamelcsn  priest  appcar'd: 
The  eldest  burn  of  Ocnops'  noble  race, 
Who  next  the  goblet  held  his  holy  place. 
He,  only  lie,  of  all  the  suitor-throng. 
Their  dcecU  detested,  and  abjurM  the  wrong. 
With  tender  bunds  the  stu)>born  horn  he  strains  j 
The  stubborn  horn  resisted  all  his  puiiis ! 
Already  in  despair  he  gives  it  o*er: — 
"  'I'uke  it  who  will,  (he  cries)  1  strive  no  more. 
What  numerous  deaths  attend  this  fatal  bow/ 
What  souIm  and  spirits  shall  it  send  below  P 
Dettcr  indeed  to  die,  and  fairly  give 
Nat\ire  her  debt,  than  disappointed  live  ; 
With  each  new  sun  to  some  new  hope  a  prey, 
Yet  still  to-morrow  falser  than  to-day. 
How  long  in  vain  Penelope  we  sought  P 
This  bow  shall  ease  us  of  that  idle  thoughti 
And  send  us  with  some  humbler  wife  to  live, 
Whom  gold  shall  gain,  or  dcstinv  shall  ffive." 

Thus  speaking,  on  the  floor  the  bow  he  ptac'd 
(With  ricQ  inUy  the  varioui  floor  was  gnic'd:^ 

rp  2 
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complaints  of  Minerva  against  Neptune,  who  op- 
posed the  return  of  this  hero,  and  against  Calypso, 
who  detained  him  in  an  island  fi*om  Ithaca,  ik  this 
a  beginning?  No;  doubtless,  the  reader  would 
know  why  Neptune  is  displeased  with  Ulysses,  and 
how  this  prince  came  to  be  with  Calypso?  He 
would  know  how  he  came  from  Troy  thither  ?  The 
poet  answers  his  demands  out  of  the  mouth  of 
Ulysses  himself,  who  relates  these  things  and  be- 
^ns  the  action  by  the  recital  of  his  travels  from 
the  city  of  Troy.  It  signifies  little  whether  the 
beginning  of  the  action  be  the  beginning  of  the 

goem.  The  beginning  of  this  action  is  that  which 
appens  to  Ulysses,  when  upon  his  leaving  Troy 
he  bends  his  course  for  Ithaca.  The  middle  com- 
prehends all  the  misfortunes  he  endured,  and  all 
the  disorders  of  his  own  government.  The  end  is 
the  reinstating  of  the  hero  in  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  his  kingdom,  where  he  was  acknowledged 
by  his  son,  his  wife,  his  father,  and  several  others. 
The  poet  was  sensible  he  should  have  ended  ill,  ^ 
had  he  gone  no  further  than  the  death  of  these" 
princes,  who  were  the  rivals  and  enemies  of  Ulys- 
ses, because  the  reader  might  have  looked  for  some 
revenge  which  the  subjects  of  these  princes  might 
have  taken  on  him  who  had  killed  their'sovereigns; 
but  this  danger  over,  and  the  people  vanquished 
and  quieted,  their  was  nothing  more  to  be  expect- 
ed. The  poem  and  the  action  have  all  their  paits^ 
and  no  more. 

But  the  order  of  the  Odyssey  differs  from  that 
of  the  Iliad,  in  that  the  poem  does  not  begin  with 
the  beginning  of  the  action. 

OF  TUS  CAUSES  AND  BEGINNING  OF  THE  ACTIOH. 

The  causes  of  the  action  are  also  what  the  poet 
is  obliged  to  give  an  account  of.    There  are  three  . 


HMl  «f  «ww«i*>  the  liumuui*.  the  UMmHt  MHl  llw 
ditlipH  [ft'  riwiii  Mi-l  Ihnm  lUfTkrrm  uiuu  of  »n 
4Ct)i)ii  «rc  llkrwiac  uflrii  ilir  CWikb  of  oit*  (Aullirr. 
•«<r)'  nun  ukiiiK  <i|i  ilititc  intrruu  In  wlik^h  hli 
kuniour  cn)pi|C'  •  1>>"i,  kiul  Itirmiiif  Itimi  dc^ipu  to 
which  bli  hiiinuiir  anil  intcntii  Indlnv  liitn.  Uf«]| 
UuM  iIm  pM>i  oufht  lo  iiifumi  Iiii  ivmlttn,  and 
mulor  Uiuni  ooni|iiBuuui  in  lii*  jjrint'ip*)  fnr- 

lluincr  bu  Inircitlniitly  lictfuit  lil>  thi^Mty  with 
Ilia  triMiaiuUniM  *i  ItliBcn,  Jiii'inK  ihe  tli«sncr  of 
V\rnet.  If  ho  had  boipin  wltli  the  tni«a1»  of  hi* 
btn,  lu  would  ■carco  huvu  ipukeii  uf  ant'  uiin  rlui 
■uil  •  iDaii  miitt^t  'iatv  ruail  ■  j[ivM  ileal  uf  Uid  pumi, 
milraut  oanovli'inif  ttia  Iruil  ulea  iif  'I'rlrniftuliu*, 
i*Rnalupei  or  hcrniiilon,  who  l»il  aii  ||Tt»i  ■  Uiar* 
In  til*  •etiimi  liul  in  llii  1ir|[iiinlii|t  Uh  ha*  iiiti'liait 
Upni%bHlil«t11i(aa  panunucc*  wtivni  h«  liiiiJivm, 
kt  Mp«*«IIIB  Uly«u»  111  Ilia  full  liill|(tlk|  Mil  (Mm 
ihe  Trry  flnt  niiemnir  unr  ik'i:!  ilii-  inirrcxt  whloli 

liki-M'ix--    'II    ii..Ui.-iirt    hi..  |,.i'.NiM,;c.    lit'Uic   Itm 

A(liUI».  II<-btur,  (Jl>.<r..  ;in<l  .,'>r<ul  .Jthon.  and 
even  i>f  the  ilcRira,  Aii<l  m  lim  ■'luiiil,  he  iiialir* 
•  review  <if  Ihr  i;h.'ci.iL  mill  Tirjaii  i.rii.ii-«t  wliitli 
\a  tiiU  rviilciiuv,  tliat  nil  He  huvc  livrv  aaitl  !■  vitf 


vcil'UieiiQtIoii, 
i  Iha  opiHiiltti  iiriit[iut  agaiuii  (li«t  H  the  licru  am 
I  tlw  aiiddlr  of  It.  and  fumi  that  difficulty,  or  in> 
R  tl^iruBt  which  rnuke*  up  llir  ([imtrat  [lurt  of  th« 
I  ipMiDi  th* lolutiou  vr  unnvKlll]i)[  couimviicaa  when 
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the  reader  begins  to  see  that  difficulty  removed, 
and  the  doubts  cleared  up.  Homer  has  divided 
each  of  his  poems  into  two  parts,  and  has  put  a 
particular  intrigue,  and  the  solution  of  it,  into  each 
part. 

The  first  part  of  the  Iliad  is  the  anger  of  Achilles, 
who  is  for  revenging  himself  upon  Agamemnon  by 
the  means  of  Hector  and  the  Trojans.  The  in- 
trigue comprehends  the  three  days  fight  which 
happened  in  the  absence  of  Achilles :  and  it  con- 
sists on  one  side  in  the  resistance  of  Agamemnon 
and  tlie  Grecians,  and  on  the  other  in  the  revenge- 
ful and  inexorable  humour  of  Achilles,  which  would 
not  suffer  him  to  be  reconciled.  The  loss  of  the 
Grecians,  and  the  despair  of  Agamemnon,  prepare 
for  a  solution  by  the  satisfaction  which  the  incensed 
hero  received  from  it.  The  death  of  Patroclas, 
joined  to  the  offers  of  Agamemnon,  which  of  them- 
selves had  proved  ineffectual,  remove  this  difficul- 
ty, and  make  the  unravelling  of  the  first  part. 

This  deatli  is  likewise  the  beginning  of  the  se- 
cond part ;  since  it  puts  Achilles  upon  the  design 
of  revenging  himself  on  Hector.  But  the  design  of 
Hector  is  opposite  to  that  of  Achilles :  tliis  Trojan 
is  valiant,  and  resolved  to  stand  on  his  own  defence. 
This  valour  and  resolution  of  Hector  are  on  his  part 
the  cause  of  the  intingue.  All  the  endeavours 
Achilles  used  to  meet  with  Hector,  and  be  the 
death  of  him ;  and  the  contrary  endeavours  of  the 
Trojun  to  keep  out  of  his  reach,  and  defend  him- 
self, are  the  intrigue  ;  which  comprehends  the  bat- 
tle of  the  last  day.  The  unKivclliiig  begins  at  the 
death  of  Hector  r  and  besides  that,  it  cont:uns  the 
insulting  of  Achilles  over  his  body,  the  honours  he 
paid  to  Patroclus,  and  the  entreaties  of  king  Priam. 
The  regrets  of  this  king,  and  the  other  Trojans,  in 
the  sorrowful  obsequies  they  paid  to  Hector's  bo- 
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dy,  end  the  unravelling;  they  justify  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Achilles,  and  demonstrate  his  tranquillity. 

The  first  part  of  the  Odyssey  is  the  return  of 
Vlysses  into  Ithaca.  Neptune  opposed  it  by  raising 
tempests,  and  this  makes  the  intrigue.  The  un- 
ravelling is  the  arrival  of  Ulysses  upon  his  own 
island,  where  Neptune  could  offer  bun  no  further 
injuiy.  The  second  part  is  the  reinstating  this  hero 
in  his  own  government.  The  princes  that  are  hii 
rivals,  oppose  him,  and  this  is  a  fresh  intrigue :  the 
solution  of  it  begins  at  their  deatlis:  and  is  com- 
pleted as  soon  as  the  Itliacans  were  appeased. 

These  two  parts  in  the  Odyssey  have  not  one 
common  intrigue.  The  anger  of  Achilles  forms 
both  the  intrigues  in  the  Uiad ;  and  it  is  so  far  the 
matter  of  this  epopee,  that  the  very  beginning  and 
end  of  this  poem  depend  on  the  beginning  and  end 
of  this  anger.  But  let  the  desire  Achilles  had  to  re- 
Tenee  himself,  and  the  desire  Ulysses  had  to  return 
to  his  own  country,  be  never  so  near  allied,  yet  we 
cannot  place  them  under  one  and  the  same  notion: 
tor  that  desire  of  Ulysses  is  not  a  passion  that  be- 
gins and  ends  in  the  poem  with  the  action ;  it  is  a 
natural  habit:  nor  does  the  poet  propose  it  for  his 
subject,  as  he  does  the  anger  of  Achilles. 

We  have  already  observed  what  is  meant  by  the 
intngue,  and  the  unravelling  thereof;  let  us  now 
say  something  of  the  manner  of  forming  both. 
These  two  should  arise  naturally  out  of  the  very 
essence  and  subject  of  the  poem,  and  are  to  be  de- 
duced from  thence.  Their  conduct  is  so  exact  and 
natural,  that  it  seems  as  if  their  action  had  pre- 
sented them  with  whatever  they  inserted,  without 
putting  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  a  further  in- 
quiry. 

What  is  more  usual  and  natural  to  warriors,  than 
anger,  heat,  passion,  and  impatience  of  bearng  the 
least  affront  or  disrespect  ?   This  is  what  forms  the 


^ 
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intrig'ue  of  the  Iliad ;  and  every  things  wc  read 
there  is  nothing'  else  but  the  effect  of  tfiis  humour 
and  these  passions. 

What  more  natural  and  usual  obstacle  to  those 
who  take  voyag-es,  than  the  sea,  the  winds,  and  the 
storms  ?  Homer  makes  this  the  intrig-ue  of  the  first 
part  of  the  Odyssey:  and  for  the  second,  he  makes 
use  of  almost  the  infallible  eftect  of  the  long  ab- 
sence of  a  master,  whose  return  is  quite  despaired 
of,  viz.  the  insolence  of  his  servants  and  neigh- 
bours, the  danger  of  his  son  and  wife,  and  the  se- 
questration of  his  estate.  Besides,  an  absence  of 
almost  twenty  years,  and  the  insupportable  fatig^ics 
Joined  to  the  age  of  which  Ulysses  then  was,  might 
mduce  him  to  believe  that  he  should  not  be  owned 
by  those  who  thought  him  dead,  and  whose  interest 
it  was  to  have  him  really  so.  Therefore,  if  he  had 
presently  declared  who  he  was,  and  had  called  him- 
self Ulysses,  they  would  easily  have  destroyed  him 
as  an  impostor,  before  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
make  himself  known. 

There  could  be  nothing  more  natural  nor  more 
necessary  than  this  ingenious  disguise,  to  which  the 
advantages  his  enemies  had  taken  of  his  absence 
had  reduced  him,  and  to  which  his  Jong  misfortunes 
had  inured  him.  This  allowed  him  an  opportunity', 
without  hazarding  any  thing,  of  taking  the  best 
measures  he   could,   against  those   persons   whr 
could  not  so  much  as  mistrust  anv  harm  from  hin 
This  way  was  afforded  him  by  the  very  nature  < 
his  action,  to  execute  his  designs,  and  overcon 
the  obstacles  it  cast  before  iiim.  And  it  is  this  cc 
test  between  the  prudence  and  the  dissimulation 
a  single  man  on  one  hand,  and  the  ungoverna 
insolence  of  so  many  rivals  on  the  other,  wli 
constitutes  the  intrigue  of  tlie  ?econd  part  of 
Odyssey. 
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OF  THE  EKD  OB  UKBAYELLINe  OF  THE  ACTION. 

If  the  plot  or  intrigue  must  be  natural,  and  such 
as  springy  from  the  subject,  as  has  been  already 
urged,  then  the  winding*  up  of  the  plot,  by  a  more 
sure  claim,  roust  have  this  qualification,  and  be  a 
probable  consequence  of  all  Uiat  went  before.  As 
this  is  what  the  readers  regard  more  than  the  rest, 
■  so  should  the  poet  be  more  exact  in  it.  This  is  tlie 
end  of  the  poem,  and  the  last  impression  that  is  to 
be  stamped  upon  them. 

We  shall  find  this  in  the  Odyssey.     Ulysses  by  a 
tempest  is  cast  upon  the  island  uf  the  Phseacians, 
to  whoni  he  discovers  himself,   and  desires  they 
would  favour  his  return  to  his  own  country,  which 
"was  not  ver}'  far  distant.     One  cannot  see  any  rea- 
son why  tlie  king  of  tliis  island  should  refuse  such 
a  reasonable  request  to  a  hero  whom  he  seemed  to 
have  in  great  esteem.     The  Phaeacians  indeed  had 
l^eard  him  tell  the  story  of  his  adventures  ;  and  in 
this  fabulous  recital  consisted  all  the  advantage  that 
he  could  derive  from  his  presence ;  for  the  art  of 
wai*  whicli  they  admired  in  him,  his  undiiuntedness 
under  dangers,  his  indefatigable  patience,  and  other 
virtues,  were  such  as  those  islanders  were  not  used 
to.  All  their  talent  lay  in  singing  and  dancing,  and 
"Whatsoever  was  charming  in  a  quiet  life.  And  lierc 
^e  see  how  dexterously  Homer  prepares  tlie  inci- 
dents he  makes  use  of.    These  people  could  do  no 
less,  for  the  account  witli  which  Ulysses  had   so 
^ucK  entertained  them,  than  afl'ord  him  a  ship  and 
*safc  convoy,  wliich  was  of  httle  expense  or  trou- 
ble to  them. 

^V'heii  he  arrived,  his  long  absence,  and  the  tra- 
^^Is  which  had  disfigured  him,  made  him  alto- 
jfether  unknown ;  and  the  danger  he  would  have 
^^rred,  had  he  discovered  himself  too  soon, 
™^cd  him  to  a  disguise;  lastly,  this  disguise  gave 
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bim  an  opportunity  of  mirprising^  thoie  young  siut^ 
on,  who  tor  several  yean  tog'ether  had  been  ac- 
cuiftorned  to  noUiin}^  but  to  sleep  well,  and  fare 
daintily. 

It  was  from  these  examples  that  Aristotle  drew 
Uiis  rule,  tiiat  ^  Wliatcver  concludes  the  poem 
shoijld  so  spring"  from  the  ver^'  constitution  of  the 
fable,  as  if  it  were  a  necessary,  <M>  at  least  a  proba- 
ble, consequence/' 


SECT.  VL 

TH£  TIXK  OF  THE  ACTIOSr. 

Tirxtimeof  the  epic  action  is  not  fixed,  like  that 
of  the  dramatic  poem:  it  is  much  longer;  foranun* 
interrupted  dunilion  is  much  more  necessary  in  an 
action  whicli  one  sees  and  is  present  at,  than  in 
one  which  we  only  read  or  hear  repeated.  Besides, 
tragedy  is  fuller  of  pasMion,  and  consequently  of 
Kucli  a  violence  as  cannot  admit  of  so  lon^  a  du- 
ration. 

The  Iliad  containing  an  action  of  anger  and  vie* 
lence,  the  poet  allows  it  but  a  short  time,  about 
forty  days.  The  ilcsign  of  the  Odyssey  rec^uired 
another  conduct;  the  ciiaracter  of  the  hero  is  pro* 
deuce  and  long-suH'ering;  therefore  tlie  time  cvHi 
duration  is  much  longer,  above  eight  years 

THR  PASHIUNH  OF  THE  EFIC  POEM. 

The  passions  of  tragedy  arc  different  from  thOM 

of  the  epic  ]iOcm.     In  the  fonner,  terror  and  piQr  . 

have  the  chief  place  ;  the  passion  that  seemt  mOft  . 

peculiar  to  epic  poetry,  is  admiration.  ^ 
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this  admiration,  which  in  general  distin- 
giushes  the  epic  poem  from  the  dramatic,  each  epic 
poem  has  hkewise  some  peculiar  passion,  whicli 
distinguishes  it  in  particular  trom  otlier  epic  poems, 
and  constitutes  a  kind  of  singular  and  individual 
difTerence  between  these  poems  of  the  same  species. 
These  singular  passions  correspond  to  tlie  cliarac- 
ter  <d  the  hero.    Ang^r  and  terror  reign  through- 
out the  Uiad,  because  Achilles  is  angry',  and  the 
most  terrible  of  all  men.    The  £ueid  has  all  the 
soft  and  tender  passions,  because,  tliat  is  the  cha- 
racter of  JEneas.     The  prudence,  wisdom,  and 
constancy  of  Ulysses  do  not  allow  him  either  of 
these  extremes,  therefore  the  poet  does  not  per- 
nut  one  of  them  to  be  predominant  in  the  Odyssey. 
He  confines  himself  to  admiration  only,  wliich  he 
carries  to  an  higher  pitch  than  in  tlie  Iliad:  and  it 
is  upon  this  account  that  he  introduces  a  c^rcat 
many  more  machines  in  the  Odyssey,  into  the  body 
of  the  action,  than  are  to  be  seen  in  the  actions  of 
the  other  two  poems. 


THE  MANNERS. 

The  manners  of  the  epic  poem  ought  to  be  poeti- 
cally good,  but  it  is  not  necessary  they  be  always 
Baoially  so.  They  are  poetically  good,  when  one 
may  discover  the  virtue  or  vice,  tlie  g^od  or  ill  in- 
clinations, of  every  one  who  speaks  or  acts:  they 
*^  poetically  bad,  when  persons  are  made  to  speak 
®^  act  out  of  character,  or  inconsistently,  or  une- 
qually. The  manners  of  JEneas  and  of  Mezenlius 
^^  equaiUy  good,  considered  poetically,  because 
^^y  equally  demonstrate  tlie  piety  of  the  one,  and 
^e  impiety  of  tlie  other. 

^OL.  XLII.  D 
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CHABACTEU   OF   THE   HEIIO. 

It  is  requisite  to  make  the  same  distinction  be- 
tween a  hero  in  momlity,  and  a  hero  in  poetr}',  as 
between  moral  and  poetical  goodness.  Acliilles 
had  as  much  right  to  the  latter  as  iEncas.  Aristotle 
says,  that  the  hero  of  a  poem  should  be  neither 
good  nor  bad:  neither  atlvanced  above  the  rest  of 
mankind  by  his  virtues,  nor  sunk  beneath  by  his 
vices ;  that  he  may  be  the  proper  and  fuller  ex- 
ample to  others,  both  what  to  imitate  and  what  to 
decline. 

The  other  qualifications  of  tlie  manners  are,  that 
tliey  be  suitable  to  the  caxiscs  which  eitlier  raise  or 
discover  them  in  the  persons;  that  they  have  an 
exact  resemblance  to  what  history,  or  fable^  have 
delivered  of  tliose  persons  to  whom  they  are  as- 
cribed^  and  that  there  be  an  equality  in  them,  so 
that  no  man  is  made  to  act,  or  speak,  out  of  his 
character. 

UNIT!    OF   THE    CIIAnACTEIl. 

But  this  equality  is  not  sufficient  for  the  unity 
of  the  character;  it  is  further  necessary,  tiiat  the 
same  spirit  appear  in  all  sorts  of  encounters.  Thus 
iEneas  acting  with  great  piety  and  mildness  in  the 
first  part  of  the  JEneid,  which  requires  no  other 
character;  and  afterwards  appearing  illustrious  ia 
heroic  valour,  in  the  wars  of  the  second  part;  but 
there,  without  any  appearance  eitlier  of  a  hard  or 
a  soft  disposition;  would,  doubtless,  be  far  from 
offending  against  the  equality  of  the  manners:  but 
yet  tliere  would  be  no  simplicity  or  unity  in  the 
character.  So  that,  besides  tlie  quahties  that  claim 
their  particulai*  place  upon  different  occasions, 
there  must  be  one  appearing  throughout,  wliich 


•  over  k11  tlio  ml)  aiul  withnut  Xtiit,  w« 
iiMv  oflLrm,  ii  m  no  eliancinf. 

One  mny  Inrlicil  ntikc  u  Uero  u  mtlkiit  m 
AuIiUIm.  1"  lii'Ti"  II'  ;i^tii'u.,  mill  at  nniilciK  u 
tly»r».  Hi*!  it  <-■  '  "IT  ■!,!■„.-,..  M  imujtinr  « 
licm  llul  liu  111'   <'[">'    ■■<    ^   ':  <i      <lir  pr.iv  <.l 

Htbor,  who  w.iulii  III. I  'I..    I  'i  1-  !■  'i  I  ■■!  ci  li'Tn  tu 
whilevpr  twill  |iui'  'il   III.-  uHii.li  imt-lit  rialiimllr 
leqoir*.  withuiit  rrgnnling  ilip  «■ 
or  tlio  iinii""    '  "■"       '  " 

UjHlll  «11  w 
mildMl,  lllMl.llUll 

tht  twwt  cbalvr 

«  XlMU,  ciTTirTiMly  vlolnnt  liko  i  

f>t  have  Uie  iniUflvrence  uf  UKhmhi  lUtt  U  ina»- 
|wbla  of  lh«  two  tWrann*.  WuuU  kt  not  ba  In 
vain  flir  th^  pnrl  to  Mil  tliU  penun  by  the  uma 


ivtl   Willi  till  'lir  inMi]i|;i<>uii  virtiicii  unv  poci 
1  invcnl.     All  Una  wnulU  he  liidepeiuUiil  nf 
lOtlon  >[i<l  l]ie  auhject  of  the  pocni)  aliJ,  upuii 
tcdhg  o«ch  liuro  Mpamlod  fnim  Ihu  rrM  of  tlio 
worki  we  ilioiild  net  cuily  rieu,  to  wlut  nction, 


B  the  chnncter  u  that  which  tntkcn  >!><'''- 
n  dwcernible,  und  whioh  diilliiEiiialiei  liiiii  )ron> 
f*ll  olhoM. 

.nimiiimliiiK  tluahtj  In  Agliillen  in  h'n  iiiiK«r. 
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in  Ulysses  the  art  of  dissimulation,  in  iEneas  meek- 
ness. Each  of  these  may  be  styled,  by  way  or 
eminence,  the  character  in  these  heroes. 

But  these  chamcters  cannot  be  alone.  It  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  some  other  should  give  them 
a  lustre,  and  embellish  them  as  far  as  they  are 
capable;  either  by  hiding  the  defects  that  are  in 
each,  by  some  noble  and  shining  qualities,  as  the 
poet  has  done  the  anger  of  Achilles  by  shading  it 
with  extraordinary  valour;  or  by  making  them  of 
the  nature  of  a  true  and  solid  virtue,  as  is  to  be 
observed  in  the  two  others.  The  dissimulation  of 
Ulysses  is  a  part  of  his  prudence;  and  the  meek- 
ness of  £neas  is  wholly  employed  in  submitting 
his  will  to  the  gods.  For  the  making  up  this  union, 
our  poets  have  joined  together  such  qualities  as  are 
by  nature  the  most  compatible;  valour  with  angexv 
meekness  with  piety$  and  pnidence  with  disnmula- 
tion.  This  last  union  was  necessary  for  the  good- 
ness of  Ulysses;  for  without  that,  his  dissimulation 
might  have  degenerated  into  wickedness  and  dou- 
ble-dealing. 


SECT.  VII. 

OF  TUB   MACHIMBRT. 

Wb  come  now  to  the  machines  of  the  epic  poem. 
The  chief  passion  which  it  aims  to  excite  being  ad- 
miration, nothing  is  so  conducive  to  that  as  the  mar- 
vellous; and  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the 
action  is  by  nothing  so  greatly  elevated  as  by  the 
care  and  interposition  of  heaven. 

The  machines  are  of  three  sorts.  Som^  are 
theological,  and  were  invented  to  explain  the  na- 
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V  Iko  iinii|p'«  of  virtue*  anil  t\   .  . 

\h)faet  Kiul  Uie  Kiicitinb  liftvi-  j[U«u  to  tbnir 
tletUni  tliL-  iiiwinrn^  puwluiw,  Kiid  vluir*  nf  men, 
Thslf  piivnu  uni  wholly  illvjfuriuali'und  In  ibU 
tiew  it  in  cMier  to  lUtkuA  llanifr,  iltui  to  bbuiw 
binu  We  iwiimt  mcuk  him  for  maklof  moiilivn 
arTDuiiy  tro^t,  for  tt!*1ir«i(iwWt»"uli>iijiu|iap(ti«tn, 
or  BVi'ti  Inlnnluoiiig  tliriD  liKlitiiiit'  •|[>in*i  intii. 
Itw  kcriptiiro  una  ttie  like   t)|{"'''-''  ■"''  '>■"«■■ 

If  it  luf  Blltiir»blii  Id  t]i«nk  tliua  iif  llir  jroili  in 
iWiiliito'a  mudi  more  in  liin  ficiluna  of  nalunit  p1>l- 
iianpby,  whan  If  «  pnot  i!r»crlhri»  ilin  drlliet,  l>i> 
imut  kIv«  ihcinaaeli  DMnnsn,  upcBchrtiainl  Mtiutu. 

M  BVe  cnjiturtimlilc  In  the  ii^ii'ii'c  of  iIkt  t)ung«tlipy 


HiiiRf  amiiiijc  I  lie  i^iiU  lit  a  piirin  s<>mi>  urf  g^iud, 
wnne  liiul,  miiriiumv  indiflcrciillyi-'illic'ri  und  >mcc: 
of  otir  iuimIuii*  wv  niukc  nu  niiiiy  ullcnirirul  ili-i- 
lic»i  WK  muy  atlrlliiilo  tu  Ihc  (phU  nil  iliut  j»  done 
ill  thcr  piieiii,  wlivlliur  giiad  at  evil.  Hut  tliuiu  di-i- 
tic*  di>  itul  ltd  cuiiaUnily  iii  oiis  mid  tho  lume 

Homrtimca  Ihry  act  iiiviaibly,  ami  liy  men  in- 
ipinlioiii  whicli  hiu  nmhinK  in  it  ititruurdinury  or 
nilr>ciilou»:  hi:in^  no  man:  tlimi  wliut  wc  any  every 
<l*y,  "'I'liikt  Dciinc  riid  1im  aaiiiilud  uii,  or  Mimu 
damon  hw  imtiKUlcd  iia," 

At  oUier  tiiiie*  they  Bippeir  viailily,  and  munireal 
Ihemiclvea  tu  men,  in  a  niaiiiier  idlueetlicT  niirucu- 
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low  and  preternftlund. 
The  third  way  hwM 
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it  is  in  truth  a  miracle,  but  is  not  commonly  so  ac- 
counted :  this  includes  dreams,  oracles,  &c. 

All  these  ways  must  be  probable;  for,  however 
necessary  the  marvellous  is  to  the  epic  action,  as 
nothing  is  so  conducive  to  admiration;  yet  we  can, 
on  the  other  hand,  admire  nothing  that  we  think 
impossible.  Though  the  probability  of  these  ma* 
chines  be  of  a  very  large  extent  (since  it  is  founded 
upon  divine  power,)  it  is  not  without  limitations. 
There  are  numerous  instances  of  allowable  and 
probable  machines  in  the  epic  poem,  where  the 
gods  are  no  less  actors  than  the  men.  But  the 
less  credible  sort,  such  as  metamorphoses,  &c.  are 
far  more  rare. 

This  suggests  a  reflection  on  the  method  of  ren- 
dering those  machines  probable,  which  in  their  own 
nature  are  hardly  so.  Those  which  require  onlj 
divine  probabiUty,  should  be  so  disengaged  from 
the  action,  that  one  might  subtract  them  from  it, 
without 'destroying  the  action.  But  tliose  which 
are  essential  and  necessary,  should  be  grounded 
upon  human  probability,  and  not  on  the  sole  power 
of  God.  Thus  the  episodes  of  Circe,  the  Syrens, 
Polyphemus,  &c.  are  necessary-  to  tiie  action  of 
the  Odyssey,  and  yet  not  humanly  probable :  yet 
Homer  has  artificially  reduced  them  to  human  pro- 
babihty,  by  the  simplicity  and  ignorance  of  the 
Phxacians,  before  whom  he  causes  those  recitals  to 
be  made. 

The  next  question  is.  Where,  and  on  what  occa- 
sions, machines  may  be  used  ?  It  is  certain  Homer 
and  Virgil  make  use  of  them  every  where,  and 
scarce  suffer  any  action  to  be  performed  without 
them.  Petronius  makes  this  a  precept :  "  Per  am- 
bages, deorumque  ministeria,  &c."  The  god^  are 
mentioned  in  the  very  proposition  of  tlieir  works, 
the  invocation  is  addressed  to  tliem,  and  the  whole 
narration  is  fuH  of  them.    The  gods  are  the  cau^s 


•r  (lie  ttcllffn,  Ihry  fi>n  „     .        _   ... 

«tiini(  tba  luliition.    1'hc  pn-crpt  at  AHxnilv  a 
Il<ir«ur,  thkt  Ihr  unrKWlI'mc  uf  llir  |>l(ri  diinild  not 

Cooeil  from  a  minutr,  iir  (In;  ■piifamif  n  at  a  p>d, 
n)ac«  niily  In  iltin»itu  pociry.  mit  in  the  cnic 
Vov  tt  i*  iiUIn,  tlwt  bnih  in  tlir  ■oliilinn  of  ttin  lliul 
■itilOdrM>ry,th>  (CfwUarecnnoarnnl;  in llir  farmrr, 
til*  detti«*  melt  tu  ippeiir  ttir  uigrr  of  Acbilli-Ki 
In4  ftiul  Urrtury  »tc  M.-nt  lo  tlitl  piirpiiw,  »ni1 
Hiiu-rvB  cniintiilly  ui!(t«  Attilllt-*  i»  0>r  ilrriUrc 
cunibsl  Willi  IlFciiir.     In  Ibn  (hlviairv,  th^  lams 


Itfiicniuiunn  whiuli  cuniplrira  Ui*  puoni, 

W«  nay  Uurafor*  ilclrnniiic,  ilut  «  muhlnr  U 
nM  an  Invsntion  in  cxincalr  th«  port  cMit  nT  anj' 
dtmculty  wlilil.  iriiUmi.iic'.  I.lm   lim  llmi  lUi  pw. 


willioiil  taking  oiiy  lliiiijr  I'ruin  llic  uctiiiii :  ul  tin- 
ume  lime  that  it  ifivciitTic  rraili'va  h  IcKunti  of  piety 
ami  viniic;  and  tracliri  tlirm,  timl  llu'  niukt  brax- 
mil  Ihc  mmt  wine  cuti  ilci  nulliin)c,  anil  ultnin  no- 
thinff  RKBt  in'l  rluriuim.  willimit  tin-  n>Ki«lancr  cit* 
hravcn.  Iliiw  flic  macliiiiiTy  iTiiwii*  ilir  whole 
w(irh,  anil  rcndiTii  it  at  oiiVl-  niurvolluui,  |)rubBbl(-. 
and  mora). 
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ODYSSEY. 


I 


THE  ARGUMENT. 

MIirEnYA's  DESCENT  TO  ITHACA. 

THE  poem  opens  within  forty-eight  days  of  the  arrival  of 
Ulysses  in  his  dominions.  He  had  now  remained  leyen  years 
in  the  island  of  Calypso,  when  the  gods  assembled  in  eonncily 
proposed  the  method  of  his  departure  fi-om  thence,  and  his  r^ 
turn  to  his  native  country.  For  this  purpose  it  is  concluded  to 
send  Mercury  to  Calypso,  and  Pallas  immediately  descends  to 
Ithaca.  She  nolds  a  conference  with  Telemachus,  in  theslu^ 
of  Mentes  king  of  the  Taphians :  in  which  she  advises  him  to 
take  a  journey,  in  quest  of  his  fkther  Ulysses,  to  Pylos  and 
Sparta,  where  Nestor  and  Meneiaus  yet  reigned;  then, alter 
having  visibly  displayed  h^-  divinity,  oisappears.  The  soitocs 
of  Penelope  make  great  entertainments,  and  riot  in  her  pahMO 
till  nif^hu  Phemius  sings  to  them  the  return  of  the  Greeianif 
till  Penelope  puts  a  stop  to  the  song.  Some  words  arisft  be- 
tween the  suitors  and  Telemachus,  who  summons  the  council 
to  meet  the  day  following. 
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In  valii — fiir  now  tlir  riri'lLrifC  ytitr*  dini'liiiin 
Tlic  day  prcilcitlnM  lu  rcwtril  liiii  win-a. 
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At  length  his  Ithaca  is  given  by  fate, 
Where  yet  new  labours  his  arrival  wait ; 
At  length  their  rage  the  hostile  powers  restraint 
All  but  the  ruthless  monarch  of  the  main. 
But  now  the  god,  remote,  a  heavenly  guest. 
In  Ethiopia  grac'd  the  genial  feast; 
(A  race  divided,  whom  with  sloping  rays 
The  rising  and  descending  sun  surveys;) 
There  on  the  world's  extremest  verge,  rever*d 
With  hecatombs  and  prayer  in  pomp  preferr'd. 
Distant  he  lay;  while  in  the  bright  abodes 
Of  high  Olympus  Jove  conven*d  the  gods; 
The'  assembly  thus  the  sire  supreme  addressed, 
Egysthus'  fate  revolving  in  his  breast. 
Whom  young  Orestes  to  the  dreary  coast 
Of  Pluto  sent,  a  blood-polluted  ghost: 

"  Perverse  mankind !  whose  wills,  created  freet 
Charge  all  their  woes  on  absolute  decree; 
All  to  the  dooming  gods  their  guilt  translate. 
And  follies  are  miscall'd  the  crimes  of  fate. 
Wlien  to  his  lust  Egysthus  gave  the  rein. 
Did  fate,  or  we,  the  adulterous  act  constrain  ? 
Did  fate,  or  we,  when  great  Atrides  died. 
Urge  the  bold  traitor  to  the  regicide  ? 
Hermes  I  sent,  while  yet  his  soid  remain'd 
Sincere  from  royal  blood,  and  faith  profan'd; 
To  warn  the  wretch,  that  young  Orestes,  grown 
To  manly  years,  should  reassert  the  throne. 
Yet  impotent  of  mind,  and  uncontroU'd, 
He  phing'd  into  the  gulf  which  heaven  foretold.*' 

Here  paus'd  the  god;  and  pensive  thus  replies 
Minerva,  graceful  with  her  azure  eyes: 
**  O  thou !  from  whom  the  whole  creation  springs, 
The  source  oC  power  on  earth  deriv*d  to  kings ! 
His  death  was  equal  to  the  direful  deed; 
So  may  the  n)an  of  blood  be  doom'd  to  bleed ! 
But  grief  and  rage  alternate  wound  my  breast 
For  brave  Ulysses,  still  by  fate  oppressM. 
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Neptune,  aton'd,  his  wrath  shall  now  refrain, 
Or  thwart  the  synod  of  the  gods  in  vain." 

"  Father  and  king  ador'd !  Minerva  cried. 
Since  all  who  in  the*  Olympian  bower  reside 
Now  make  the  wandering  Greek  their  public  care, 
Let  Hermes  to  the'  Atlantic  isle*  repair  ; 
Bid  him,  arrived  in  bright  Calypso's  court. 
The  sanction  of  the'  assembled  powers  report: 
That  wise  Ulysses  to  his  native  land 
Must  speed,  obedient  to  their  high  command. 
Meantime  Telemachus,  the  blooming  heir 
Of  sea-girt  Ithaca,  demands  my  care : 
'Tis  mine,  to  form  his  g^een  unpractis'd  years. 
In  sage  debates;  surrounded  with  his  peers. 
To  save  tlie  state:  and  timelv  to  restrain 
The  bold  intrusion  of  the  suitor-train; 
Who  crowd  his  palace,  and  with  lawless  pow'r 
His  herds  and  flocks  in  feastful  rites  devour. 
To  distant  Sparta,  and  the  spacious  waste 
Of  sandy  Pyle,  the  royal  youth  shall  haste. 
There,  warm  with  filial  love,  the  cause  inquire 
That  from  his  realm  retards  his  godlike  sire : 
Delivering^  early  to  the  voice  of  fame 
'i'he  promise  of  a  great,  immortal  name." 

She  sjiid  :  the  sandals  of  celestial  mould, 
Fledg'd  with  ambrosial  plumes,  and  rich  with  gold. 
Surround  her  feet:  with  these  sublime  she  saik 
The'  alirial  space,  and  mounts  the  winged  gales: 
O'er  earth  and  ocean  wide  prcpar*d  to  soar. 
Her  dreaded  aim  a  beamy  javelin  bore. 
Ponderous  and  vast;  which,  when  her  fury  bums. 
Proud  tyrants  humbles,  antl  whole  hosts  o'ertums. 
From  high  Olympus  prone  her  flight  she  bends, 
And  in  uic  realm  of  Itliaca  descends; 
Her  lineaments  divine,  the  grave  disguise 
Of  Mentcs'  form  conceal'd  from  human  eyes : 

•  Og}'gia. 
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(Mentes,  the  monarch  of  the  Taphian  land) 
A  glittering  spear  wav'd  awful  in  her  hand. 
There  in  the  portal  plac'd,  the  heaven  born-maid 
Enormous  riot  and  niisnile  survej'd. 
On  hides  of  beeves,  before  the  palace-gate, 
(Sad  spoils  of  luxury'/  the  suitors  sat. 
With  rival  art,  and  ardour  in  tlieir  mien. 
At  chess  they  vie,  to  captivate  the  queen; 
Divining  of  their  loves.     Attencbng  nigh, 
A  menial  train  the  flowing  bowl  supply : 
Others,  apart,  tlie  spacious  hall  prepare. 
And  form  the  costly  feast  with  busy  care. 
There  young  Telemachus,  iiis  bloomy  face 
Glowing  celestial  sweet,  with  godlike  grace 
Amid  the  circle  shines  :  hut  hope  and  fear 
(Painfid  vicissitude  !)  his  bosom  tear. 
Now  imag'd  in  his  mind,  he  sees  restor'd. 
In  peace  and  joy,  the  people's  rightful  lord; 
The  proud  oppressors  fly  the  vengeful  sword. 
While  his  fond  soul  these  fancied  triumphs  swell' d. 
The  stranger-guest,  the  royal  youth  beheld; 
Griev'd  that  a  visitant  so  long  should  wait 
Unmark'd,  unhoncui**d,  at  a  monarch's  gate  ; 
Instant  he  flew  with  hospitable  haste, 
And  the  new  friend  with  courteous  air  embrac'd. 
"  Stranger !  whoe'er  thou  art,  securely  rest, 
Afl[ianc'd  in  my  faith,  a  friendly  guest: 
Approach  the  dome,  the  social  banquet  share. 
And  then  the  purpose  of  thy  soul  declare." 

Thus  affable  and  mild,  the  prince  precedes. 
And  to  the  dome  the'  unknown  celestial  leads. 
The  spear  receiving  from  her  hand,  he  plac'd 
Against  a  column,  fair  with  sculpture  grac'd; 
Where  seemly  rang'd  in  peaceful  order  stood 
Ulysses'  arms,  now  long  disus'd  to  blood. 
He  led  tlie  goddess  to  the  sovereign  seat. 
Her  feet  supported  with  a  stool  of  state ; 
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(A  purple  carpet  spread  the  pavement  wide) 
Then  cfrew  his  seat,  familiar,  to  her  side  ; 
Far  from  the  suitor-train,  a  bi*utal  crowd. 
With  insolence,  and  wine,  elate  and  loud; 
Where  the  free  guest,  unnoted,  might  relate, 
If  haply  conscious,  of  his  father's  fate. 
The  golden  ewer  a  maid  obsequious  brings, 
Replenish'd  from  the  cool  translucent  springs; 
With  copious  water  the  bright  vase  supplies 
A  silver  laver,  of  capacious  size : 
They  wash.     The  tables  in  fair  order  spread. 
They  heap  the  glittering  canisters  with  bread: 
Viands  of  various  kinds  allure  the  taste. 
Of  choicest  sort  and  savour,  rich  repast ! 
Delicious  wines  the'  attending  hersild  brought; 
The  gold  gave  lustre  to  the  purple  draught. 
Lur'd  with  the  vapour  of  the  fragrant  feast. 
In  rush'd  tlie  suitors  witli  voracious  haste : 
Marshall'd  in  order  due,  to  each  a  sewer 
Presents,  to  bathe  his  hands,  a  radiant  ewer. 
Luxurious  then  they  feast.     Observant  round 
Gay  stripling  youths  the  brimming  goblets  crownN 
The  rage  of  hunger  quel  I'd,  they  all  advance. 
And  form  to  measured  airs  the  mazy  dance.  . 
To  Phemius  was  consign'd  the  chorded  Ijtc, 
Whose  hand  reluctant  touch'd  the  warbling  wire 
Phemius,  whose  voice  divine  could  sweetest  Mng 
High  strains,  responsive  to  the  vocal  string. 

Meanwhile,  in  whispers  to  his  heavenly  guest^ 
His  indignation  thus  the  prince  express'd: 

"  Indulge  my  rising  g^ief,  whilst  these,  my  frien 
With  song  and  dance  the  pompous  revel  end. 
Light  is  the  dance,  and  doubly  sweet  the  layB, 
When,  for  the  dear  delight,  another  pays. 
His  treasur'd  stores  these  cormorants  consume, 
Whose  bones,  defrauded  of  a  regal  tomb 
And  common  turf,  lie  naked  on  the  plain. 
Or  doom'd  to  welter  in  the  whelnung  miun. 


WhU  purph  ruboi  Iuutwii^I,  mni\  Mill'  wiih  ignM, 
fnolpitHtit  in  fi'tr,  wuuld  wini  llistr  lliKt>i. 
Aiii]l-ui««  tlwir  iMmLiniunpriiTr'iuuwi'Tily  WDi|;tit. 
But.  til,  t  Urvuni ' — Uw'  a[ipuliiu-il  huui  U  '    ' 
Aiul  liiiiir,  lou  liinir  widi  i-Mii  (Icltiuiin  fed, 
li'urid  tl>e  rumour  offUltuilciiii  fnKM, 
llivi'i.  Ill  (lip  lull  of  diiaUi  bit  ^uriuu*  iijun* 
Willi  ivnial  rrvsUuiu  IM  rue  now  donuuid 
lliy  it*nir.  thf  lli)un|v,  und  [julcmal  Uiiil> 
Sliirirf,  ftwn  wliciiL-u  Ixtnn  (liy  (imins,  ranlln. 
AiKl  In  wUhI  ililiJ  I  own  Uio  fricmUy  rrei|tlitf 
Noic  fliit  Id  Ilia  thill  viiit  ilfMt  Uriu  dBijp, 
(Jr  iiumlmr'd  In  mv  fuilier**  tociai  mill  t 
All  wliu  di>»'n'*d  III*  nliuies  U<-  IBBdn  hi*  uwiii 
Ami  curiuna  amah  tci  knuw.  hv  liir  «*u  knowii." 
'■  My  binli  I  boHil  (tl)c  blue-evM  iir%\n  uri*>} 
Frniii  ^ri'iit  AncliikJiii,  ruiiowiiM  >n>l  wiwi 


I  iioor  my  Toyuge  Iq  tlic  Dnitimi  ■truiiii  i 
Te  ^in  by  coniiiieroe,  for  iho  laboiir'd  mu*. 
A  JuHt  proportion  of  rcful|feiit  lirnni. 
Vu  frcnn  your  copiul,  my  iliip  rc«)dci 
At  Hvitlirua,  tnd  necurc  at  michur  rldcn ; 
Where  wavinir  jfrovci  on  ury  Nriuii  gntw, 
Bupremcly  taH,  Htid  ihRde  tha  dae]ii  below. 
'Hience  lo  rev  lilt  your  impcrikl  dome, 
An  aid  liercdiury  runt  I  oomo : 
Your  hthtr*!  friend,    Lucrtui  on  roUto 
Our  futh  uiittiulted,  ftnd  itn  enrly  date  i 
L  Wba  preH'd  whli  hciirt-corrodin|r  ^ief  and  yoi 
'l  To  the  g»y  cuuH  a  ruml  ihcd  prefcn, 
t  Where,  tolo  of  hU  liii  train,  >  nuitron  mgo 
I  luppom  vlth  homely  food  hii  draoping  tfc  i 
■  T.B 
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With  feeble  steps  from  marshalling  his  vines 

Returning  sad,  when  toilsome  day  declines. 

With  friendly  speed,  induc'd  by  erring  fame. 

To  hail  Ulysses'  safe  return  1  came: 

But  still  the  frown  of  some  celestial  pow'r 

Witli  envious  joy  retards  the  bhssful  hour. 

Let  not  your  soul  be  sunk  in  sad  despair; 

He  lives,  he  breathes  this  heavenly  vital  air. 

Among  a  savage  race,  whose  shelfy  boimds 

Witli  ceaseless  roar  the  foaming  deep  surrounds. 

The  thoughts  which  roll  within  my  ravish'd  breast. 

To  me,  no  seer,  the'  inspiring  gods  suggest ; 

Nor  skill'd,  nor  studious,  with  prophetic  eye 

To  judge  the  winged  omens  of  the  sky. 

Yet  hear  this  certain  speech,  nor  deem  it  vain; 

Though  adamantine  bonds  tlie  chief  restrain. 

The  dire  restraint  his  wisdom  will  defeat. 

And  soon  restore  him  to  his  regal  seat. 

But,  generous  youth !  sincere  and  free  declare. 

Are  you,  of  manly  growtli,  his  royal  heir  ? 

For  sure  Ulysses  in  your  look  appears, 

The  same  his  features,  if  the  same  his  vears. 

Such  was  that  face,  on  which  I  dwelt  with  joy 

Ere  Greece  assembled  stemm'd  the  tides  to  Troy; 

But  parting  then  for  that  detested  shore. 

Our  eyes,  unhappy !  never  greeted  more." 

"  To  prove  a  genuine  birth  (the  prince  repHes) 
On  female  truth  assenting  faith  relies ; 
Thus  manifest  of  right,  I  build  mv  claim 
Sure-founded  on  a  fair  maternal  fame, 
Ulysses*  son  :  but  happier  he  whom  fate 
Hath  plac'd  beneath  the  storms  which  toss  the  great ! 
Happier  the  son  whose  hoary  sire  is  bless'd 
Witli  humble  affluence,  and  domestic  rest ! 
Happier  than  I,  to  ftiture  empire  bom. 
But  doom'd  a  father's  wretched  fate  to  monm  ?" 

To  whom,  with  aspect  mild,  the  guest  diyine  .* 
''  O  true  descendant  of  a  sceptred  luie ! 


w 


Vttt  godM,  A  Klnriniw  fm.ci,  (mm  angulrii  An, 

To  tiiuatr  T*en«l«M'*  iiiurcut  ilriT*r, 
Ilul  M»¥.  yon  juii«l  Iroiip  mi  g»i|y  ilnxM, 
b  iho  a  hHdttl  or  a  rri.'inllv  few  f 
Or  Ihiin  ihcir  ttod  I  riiflitliiir  iu>v  <\itiM, 
tTciMcmly  Huwii  wltli  linnleDBF  aliil  wlns) 
t'owelnntne  ntvclters  whoH  Uwli-Mjoy 
Piliia  tile  uifn  ear,  tmi  liiiru  tbv  Miti«r  cvo  F" 
"  Micniflcvnce  of  olil  (ihc  jirinui-  rrpticd) 
Drnvath  our  roof  wjili  vimie  cuuiil  rc«iili'i 
UnblkJOiM  olniinUncv  crvwn'd  11>s  nifil  liotril, 
Wli»l  time  thii  ilorrip  reverM  lirr  iinklriit  kunl) 
Wlio  tuiw,  ta  iMnrrii  ilrcrvci,  >i  ilouiii'J  la  in«un^ 
RiUet  oonitmint !  crruiiruiii  anil  furlnm. 
Iktlcr  the  diiaf,  nn  llinri'i  hiwllr  plain, 
Had  ftlt'n  lunnuiiitn)  with  hit  warliko  ti^i 
Or  ufo  n-luni'd,  iIhi  raew  ofvlury  piua'di 
Kpw  Id  lilt  IVienil*'  enklirace,  liwl  lireatlv'il  kl*  lull 
'llicii  ([raU-liil  (Ireecu  wiili  ■tntaining'  *je*  dmU 


■nutcli'd  i>y  harpiri  to  llie  tlrrury  coiut, 
t  In  tlie  litTu,  and  Ilia  Kloi?  1ii>ti 
■li'd  it  niici  I  unhi-anrof,  and  unknown  I 
t  Ilia  liuir  in  miacr;  aloii*. 
Km  for  a  dear  loat  t^Uier  wily  How 
1'lir  itiial  tear*,  but  wo  lucocciln  to  wo; 
TuttmpI  the  ■iioiimIcm  i\necn  with  amorimi  wilea^ 
■  Ii«nM  'iw  nollUa  iVom  tl.r  iii-i^lil.f.iirnijt  inUai 

FiOnSanMa.  ciri'l.'.l   '  < i  iimiii, 

I   DilidriuiR,  anil  /"  <:'.ii  : 

I    1*00  with  proKini ''    '     '   '1  lit' UMttd, 

[   pialoniairfltli- ■  ...I. 

Htr  tican  (Utaatiiig  wlial  U'(  nut  nUuwa. 
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They,  vain  expectants  of  the  bridal  hour, 
My  stores  in  riotous  expense  devour. 
In  feast  and  dance  the  mirthful  months  emplo] 
And  meditate  my  doom,  to  crown  their  joy." 
With  tender  pity  touch'd,  the  g-oddess  cried 
**  Soon  may  kind  heaven  a  sure  relief  provide. 
Soon  may  your  sire  discharge  the  vengeance  c 
And  all  your  wrongs  tlie  proud  oppressors  rue 
Oh  !  in  that  portal  should  the  chief  appear. 
Each  hand  tremendous  with  a  brazen  spear. 
In  radiant  panoply  his  limbs  incas'd 
(For  so  of  old  my  father's  court  he  g^c'd. 
When  social  mirth  unbent  his  serious  soul. 
O'er  the  full  banquet,  and  tlie  sprightly  bowl: 
He  then  from  Ephyre,  the  fair  domain 
Of  llus,  sprung  from  Jason's  royal  strain. 
Measured  a  length  of  seas,  a  toilsome  length,  i 

vain. 
For  voyaging  to  learn  the  direi'ul  art 
To  taint  with  deadly  drugs  the  barbed  dail; 
Observant  of  the  gods,  and  sternlv  just, 
Jlus  refus'd  to'  inipaii:  the  baneful  trust: 
With  friendlier  zeal  my  father's  soul  was  fir'tl. 
The  dnigs  he  knew,  and  gave  the  boon  desir** 
Appcar'd  he  now  with  such  heroic  port. 
As  then  conspicuous  at  the  Taphian  court; 
Soon  should  yon  boasters  cease  their  haugh^  st 
Or  each  atone  his  guilty  love  with  life. 
Hut  of  his  wish'd  return  the  care  resign; 
Be  future  vengeance  to  the  powers  divine. 
My  sentence  hear:  with  stem  distaste  avow'd. 
To  their  own  districts  drive  the  suitor  crowd : 
When  next  the  morning  warms  the  purple  eas 
Convoke  the  peerage,  and  the  gods  attest; 
The  sorrows  of  your  inmost  soul  relate; 
And  form  sure  plans  to  save  the  sinking  state. 
Should  second  love  a  pleasing  flame  inspire. 
And  the  chaste  queen  connubial  rites  require; 
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Diamiss'd  with  honour,  let  her  hence  repair 
To  great  Icarius,  whose  paternal  care 
Will  guide  her  passion,  and  reward  her  choice 
With  wealthy  dower,  and  bridal  gifts  of  price. 
Then  let  this  dictate  of  my  love  prevail: 
Instant,  to  foreign  realms  prepare  to  sail. 
To  learn  your  father's  fortunes:  fame  may  proTe, 
Or  omen'd  voice  (the  messenger  of  Jove,) 
Propitious  to  the  search.     Direct  your  toil 
Through  the  wide  ocean  first  to  sandy  Pylc; 
Of  Nestor,  hoary  sage,  his  doom  demand: 
Then  speed  your  voyage  to  the  Spartan  strand ; 
For  young  Atrides  to  me'  Achaian  coast 
Arriv'd  the  last  of  all  the  vector  host. 
If  yet  Ulysses  views  the  light,  forbear. 
Till  the  fleet  hours  restore  the  circling  year: 
But  if  his  soul  hath  wing'd  the  destined  flight. 
Inhabitant  of  deep  disastrous  night; 
Homeward  with  pious  speed  repass  the  main, 
To  the  pale  shade  fimcreal  rites  ordain. 
Plant  the  fair  column  o'er  the  vacant  grave, 
A  hero's  honours  let  the  hero  have. 
With  decent  grief  the  royal  dead  deplor'd. 
For  the  chaste  queen  select  an  equal  lord. 
Then  let  revenge  your  daring  mind  employ, 
By  fraud  or  force  the  suitor-train  destroy, 
And,  starting  into  manhood,  scorn  tlie  boy. 
Hast  thou  not  lieard  how  yoimg  Orestes,  fir'd 
With  g^eat  revenge,  immortal  praise  acquir*d  ? 
His  virgin  sword,  Egysthus'  veins  imbrued; 
The  murderer  fell,  and  blood  aton'd  for  blood. 
O  greatly  bless'd  with  every  blooming  grace ! 
With  equal  steps  the  paths  of  glory  trace; 
Join  to  that  royal  youth's  your  rival  name. 
And  shine  eternal  in  the  sphere  of  fame. — 
But  my  associates  now  my  stay  deplore. 
Impatient  on  the  hoarse-resoundmg  shore. 
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Thou,  heedful  of  advice,  secure  proceed; 
My  praise  the  precept  is,  be  thine  the  deed." 

**  The  counsel  of  my  friend,  (the  youth  rejoinV 
Imprints  conviction  on  my  grateful  mind. 
So  fathers  speak  (persuasive  speech  and  mild) 
Their  sage  experience  to  the  favourite  child. 
But,  since  to  part,  for  sweet  refection  due 
The  genial  viands  let  my  ti-ain  renew; 
And  the  rich  pledge  of  plighted  faitli  receive, 
lyQitliy  tlie  heir  of  Ithaca  to  give." 

*•  Defer  the  promised  boon  (tl>e  goddess  cries. 
Celestial  azure  brightening  in  her  eyes,) 
And  let  me  now  regain  tlie  Reithrian  port:  , 
From  Temes^  returned,  your  royal  court 
I  shall  revisit;  and  that  pledge  receive; 
And  gifts,  memorial  of  our  friendship,  leave." 

Abrupt,  with  eagle-speed  she  cut  the  sky; 
Instant  invisible  to  mortal  eye. 
Then  first  he  recogniz*d  the'  ethereal  guest : 
"Wonder  and  joy  alternate  fire  his  breast; 
Heroic  thoughts,  infus'd,  his  heart  dilate  : 
Revolving  much  his  father's  doul^tful  fate. 
At  length  compos'd,  he  join'd  the  suitor  throng ; 
Hush'd  in  attention  to  the  warbled  song. 
His  tender  theme  the  charmini:^  lyrist  chose, 
Minerva's  anger,  and  the  direful  woes 
Which  voyaging  from  Troy  tlic  victors  bore. 
While  storms  vindictive  intercept  the  shore. 
The  shrilling  airs  the  vaulted  roof  rebounds. 
Reflecting  to  the  queen  the  silver  sounds. 
With  grief  renew'd  tlic  weeping  fair  descends; 
Their  sovereign's  step  a  virgin  train  attends : 
A  veil  of  richest  texture  wrought,  she  wears. 
And  silent  to  the  joyous  liall  repairs. 
There  from  the  portal,  with  her  mild  command. 
Thus  gently  checks  the  minstrel's  tuneful  hand: 

"  Phemius!  let  acts  of  gods  and  heroes  old. 
What  ancient  bards  in  hall  and  bower  have  told. 
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AttrinpcrM  tii  the!  lyn-,  yutir  vdirc  cninlny : 
Siicli  lilt*  {ilcat'il  <-:u'  Mill  drink  witli  hilriit  joy. 
Iliit  oil !  lorlirur  tliiit  di-ur  (ti^aNtitiUH  iiuiiu*, 
To  iHintiw  hsim-il,  and  si'diif  otTatui*: 
My  hlccdin^  iiosoni  nickms  at  (lu*  NOiiud, 
And  rvi'i'v  pirri'in^  note  inlliflN  a  wtniiid.'* 

"  WllV   dl'UIVHt   olljci't   of  HIV  dlltl'OUt  lll\C, 

(Urpiird  the  nrin«'<-)  will  you  tlir  hard  rrpnivc  ^ 
Oft,  Jo\f*A  c'thrii'ul  ra\s,  rcHihllcsH  tire, 
Tlir  c-liantrr's  soiil  anil  ra|)1iirM  son>;  in^pirf; 
Instinct  fli\ini-!  nor  Munir,  hi-vcti-,  Ii">  I'lmii't-, 
\Vurl)lin];'  tlir  iiri-cian  woi's  u'illi  hai'|i  and  \tnci; . 
For  no\(-l  lu)s  attr.irl  our  rivinliM  rat's  , 
Itut  old,  tlu-  Miind  with  inatlrnliori  liraiN . 
I*»iifnt  prrniit  th<'  hadlv-pK-uiiinf^  si  rain: 
Familiar  now  with  ^rt«-1',  >our  lrai*s  iflVain, 
And  in  tlic  pnldic  wo  t'ui'j^rt  yinir  nun; 
You  wiM'p  not  fur  a  |n*i'ihhM  lurd,  :d<>iii'. 
What  iiivrks  "o^v  wandi-rinj^iu  tin-  St\^;ian  ^looin, 
With  \our  lil\ssi-4  sliar'd  an  <M|nMl  d<)oni! 
\Mur  \^l«ll)\^^l  ho'.ii  -,  :iji''l,  willi  I*  iii.il<'  1<mI 
\Mi1   \.irti)n-.  I.iImkiI   ■  nt   lli>-   Itniin,   In-;- nil--, 
1 1.«  :'i-  I  idi-,  li'iiiM  1 1  d.K'-  I  .ir-  ••  r.  iiml.    .iii<l  {'vrr  , 

'I  ll.l<    (    ,11*    III    III. Ill    III    Ii'.l.,>,    .llil    I||(>,<    'o    iii-- 
M  pUI'i     Ih  \  •Mil   I'.i  ■  \  >    I.- .,  I  !i<     •|im  •  Ii  .1  llli:ri'-i 
1        II.  -  ■..(    I-  i*i-|.l\  ,  .III  !   v.  il  ii  li>-:'  'i.'  i.ii   .  <  'ii «  ■■ 

III  \\   .wiiliii:'  '. Ill  iii'.v  •  I'll  -il  iln  .r  |i-i  iii>  1' l'<"iiri.*.-, 
^^  I'li  <  •  III  li  III    I'  i.i  !  :i!.<-  -il  I'll-  il'i!!!--  :  -■  ,(Miii>!  . 
I        I  il!  j'.ill.i  •,  |iil' nti  .  <il    li--:   |>l  iiii'ix  •-  (  I  I'     , 
I"  -I'liu'if  r  I  III  .'• !  ii<;'  ■  i|\  <i     •,  1 1  .11 1 II 1 1  •■  i-  \  I'. 
Mi-:tli1ilii'-,  !•  !.itiil!i  -I  .i'   ill'-  i<i\:il  >  li.inii  i, 
r*iiii>iltijiiii  .  I'l'.  I-  <   nil  I)    (1 .11  ;'  hitn.MO  \^:iniii, 
lii'«Mi|»' r.iti-  r.i;-,r  :i  v.  niih    'a.h   l»«};.iii, 
I'mI  liiild    r<  il  II. .^1  lilPi  .is-,iiiiM   l|i«     111. Ill 

)''Iiii*.iUt  (lu-rni>l!  \iiiM   Iriinlr  (Il  .1  iiiil  rnd, 
\c-  i|.  filli-.  ,  III)  isi<  r  .  '    :ill'l  I  III-  •lOlii;  .illi'iid  , 
')l'<'\  llial  -NV'tt  I  (iiii|)iil'.i<<ii,  iini'  |M'iil.iiii' 
^^ ;'!» d'.»''i"'iui'.-'  il''  •!;"i'til»  mm  lo'timi-;  ;iU';i:!> 
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Pacific  now  prolong  the  jovial  feast ; 
Bat  when  the  dawn  reveals  the  rosy  east, 
I  lo  the  peers  assembled  siiall  propose 
Tiie  tinn  resolve,  I  here  to  few  disclose. 
No  longer  hve  tlie  cankers  of  my  court ; 
All  to  your  several  states  with  speed  resort; 
Waste  in  wild  riot  what  your  land  allows. 
There  ply  the  early  feast,  and  late  carouse. 
But  if,  to  honour  lost,  'tis  still  decreed 
For  you  my  bowl  shall  flow,  my  flock  shall  bleed ; 
Judge  and  revenge  my  right,  impartial  Jove  !— 
By  him  and  all  the'  immortal  thrones  above, 
(A  sacred  oatli)  each  proud  oppressor,  slain. 
Shall  with  inglorious  g^re  this  marble  stain  !" 
Aw'd  by  tiie  prince,  thus  haughty,  bold,  and 

young, 
Bage   gnaw'd  the  lip,   and  wonder  chain'd  the 

tongue. 
Silence  at  length  the  g^y  Antinous  broke, 
Constrain'd  a  smile,  and  thus  ambig^ious  spoke: 
"  What  god  to  your  untutord  youth  aflbrds 
This  headlong  torrent  of  amazing  words  ? 
May  Jove  delay  thy  reign,  and  cumber  late 
So  bright  a  genius  witii  tiie  toils  of  state  !" 

"  Those  toils  (Tclemachus,  serene,  replies) 
Have  channs,  with  all  their  weight,  to'  allure  the 

wise. 
Fast  by  the  throne  obsequious  fame  resides. 
And  wealth  incessant  rolls  her  golden  tides. 
Nor  let  Antinous  rage,  if  strong  desire 
Of  wealth  and  fame  a  youthful  bosom  fire : 
Elect  by  Jove  his  delegate  of  sway, 
With  joyous  pride  tlic  summons  I'd  obey. 
Whene'er  Ulysses  roams  the  realm  of  night. 
Should  factious  power  dispute  my  hneal  right. 
Some  other  Greeks  a  fairer  claim  may  plead; 
To  your  pretence  tucir  title  would  precede. 
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At  least,  the  sceptre  lost,  I  still  should  reign 
Sole  o'er  my  vassals,  and  domestic  train." 

To  this  Eurymachus:  <<  To  heaven  alone 
Refer  the  choice  to  fill  the  vacant  throne. 
Your  patrimonial  stores  in  peace  possess ; 
Undoubted  all  your  filial  claim  confess: 
Your  private  right  should  impious  power  invade. 
The  peers  of  Ithaca  would  arm  in  aid. 
But  say,  that  stranger-g^est  who  late  withdrew, 
What  and  from  whence  ?  his  name  and  lineage 

shew. 
His  g^ve  demeanour,  and  majestic  grace. 
Speak  him  descended  of  no  vulgar  race: 
Did  he  some  loan  of  ancient  right  require. 
Op  came  forerunner  of  your  sceptred  sire  V* 
**  O  son  of  Polybus  !  (the  prince  replies,) 
No  more  my  sire  will  glad  these  longing  eyes: 
The  queen's  fond  hope  inventive  rumour  cheers, 
Or  vain  diviners'  dreams  divert  her  fears. 
That  stranger-guest  the  Taphian  realm  obeys, 
A  realm  defended  with  encircling  seas. 
Mentes,  an  ever-honour'd  name,  of  old 
High  in  Ulysses'  social  list  enroll'd." 

Thus  he,  though  conscious  of  the'  ethereal  guest, 
Answer'd  evasive  of  the  sly  request. 
Meantime  the  lyre  rejoins  the  sprightly  lay ; 
l-iove-dittied  airs,  and  dance,  conclude  the  day. 
But  when  the  star  of  eve,  with  golden  light 
Adom'd  the  matron-brow  of  sable  night; 
The  mirthful  train  dispersing  quit  the  court. 
And  to  their  several  domes  to  rest  resort. 
A  towering  structure  to  the  palace  join'd; 
To  this  his  steps  the  thoughtful  prince  inclin'd; 
In  his  pavilion  tliere,  to  sleep  repairs; 
The  lighted  torch,  the  sage  Euryclea  bears : 
(Daughter  of  Ops,  the  just  Pisenor's  son, 
For  twenty  beeves  by  great  Laerted  won; 

VOL.  XLII.  F 


54  THE  ODTSSST.  JS^k  1. 

In  rosy  prime  with  channs  attractive  grac'd. 
Honoured  by  him,  a  gentle  lord  and  chaste, 
With  dear  esteem:  too  wise,  with  jealous  strife 
To  taint  the  joys  of  sweet  connubial  liie. 
Sole  with  Telemachus  her  service  ends, 
A  child  she  nurs'd  him,  and  a  man  attends.) 
Whilst  to  his^ouch  himself  the  prince  addKSs'd, 
The  duteous  dame  received  the  purple  vest: 
The  purple  vest  witli  decent  care  dlspos'd. 
The  silver  ring*  she  pull'd,  the  door  reclos'd; 
The  bolt,  obedient  to  the  silken  cord. 
To  the  strong  staple's  inmost  depth  restored. 
Secured  the  valves.    There,  wrapt  in  silent  shade. 
Pensive,  the  rules  the  goddess  gave,  he  weigh'd; 
Stretch'd  on  the  downy  fleece,  no  rest  he  knows. 
And  in  his  raptur'd  soul  the  vision  glows. 
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Now  reddening  from  the  dawn  the  morning  ray 
Glow'd  in  the  front  of  heaven,  and  eave  the  day. 
The  youthful  hero,  with  returning"  hght. 
Rose  anxious  from  the'  inquietudes  of  night. 
A  royal  robe  he  wore  with  graceful  pride, 
A  two-edg'd  falchion  threaten'd  by  his  side, 
Embroider'd  sandals  glitter'd  as  he  trod. 
And  forth  he  mov'd  majestic  as  a  god. 
Then  by  his  heralds,  restless  of  delay. 
To  council  calls  the  peers:  the  peers  obey. 
Soon  as  in  solemn  form  the'  assembly  sat. 
From  his  high  dome  himself  descends  in  state. 
Bright  in  his  hand  a  ponderous  javelin  shin'd; 
Two  dogs,  a  faithful  g^ard,  attend  behind; 
Pallas  with  grace  divine  his  form  improves. 
And  gazing  crowds  admire  him  as  he  moves. 

His  father's  throne  he  fill'd:  while  distant  stood 
The  hoary  peers,  and  aged  wisdom  bow'd. 

'Twas  silence  all.     At  last  ^gyptius  spoke : 
^gyptius,  by  his  age  and  sorrows  broke  : 
A  length  of  days  his  soul  with  prudence  crown'd, 
A  length  of  days  had  bent  him  to  the  ground. 
His  eldest  hope*  in  arms  to  llion  came. 
By  great  Ulysses  taught  the  path  to  fame ; 

•  Antiphus. 
¥  2 
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But  (hapless  youth!)  the  hideous  Cyclops  tore 
His  quiveiin^  limbs,  and  qualF'd  his  spouting  gore. 
Three  sons  remained :  to  climb  with  haughty  nres 
The  royal  bed,  Eurynomus  aspires ; 
The  rest  with  duteous  love  his  griefs  assuage, 
And  ease  the  sire  of  half  the  cares  of  age. 
Yet  still  his  Antiphus  he  loves,  he  mourns. 
And  as  he  stood,  he  spoke  and  wept  by  turns:- 

"  Since  great  Ulysses  sought  the  Phrygian  plains^ 
Within  these  walls  inglorious  silence  reigns. 
Say  thpn,  ye  peers !  by  whose  commands  we  meet  ? 
"Why  here  once  more  in  solemn  council  sit  ? 
Ye  young,  ye  old,  the  weighty  cause  disclose: 
Arrives  some  message  of  invading  foes  ? 
Or  say,  does  high  necessity  of  state 
Inspire  some  patriot,  and  demand  debate  : 
The  present  synod  speaks  its  author  wise; 
Assist  him,  Jove,  thou  regent  of  the  skies  !** 

He  spoke.    Telemachus  with  transport  glows, 
Embrac'd  the  omen,  and  majestic  rose ; 
(His  royal  hand  tlie'  imperial  sceptre  sway'd) 
Then  thus,  addressing  to  -Slgyptius,  said: 

"  Reverend  old  man !  lo  here  confessM  he  stands 
By  whom  ye  meet:  my  grief  your  care  demands. 
No  story  1  unfold  of  public  woes. 
Nor  bear  advices  of  impending  foes: 
peace  the  bless'd  land,  and  joys  incessant  crown: 
Of  all  this  happy  realm,  1  grieve  alone. 
For  my  lost  sire  continual  sorrows  spring, 
The  great,  the  good :  your  father,  and  your  king ! 
Yet  more;  our  house  from  its  foundation  bows, 
Oiu*  foes  are  powerful,  and  your  sons  the  foes: 
Hither,  unwelcome  to  the  queen,  they  come; 
Why  seek  they  not  the  rich  Icarian  dome  ? 
If  she  must  wed,  from  other  handb  require 
The  dowry:  is  Telemachus  her  sire; 
Yet  through  my  court  the  noise  of  revel  ring^ 
Aad  wastes  the  wise  frugality  of  kings. 
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Scarce  all  my  herds  their  luxury  suffice ; 

Scarce  all  my  wine  their  midni^t  hours  fluppliea. 

Safe  in  my  youth,  in  riot  still  they  grow, 

Nor  in  the  helpless  orphan  dread  a  foe. 

But  come  it  will,  the  time  when  manhood  grants 

More  powerful  advocates  than  vain  complaints. 

Approach  that  hour!  unsufferable  wrong 

Cries  to  the  gods,  and  vengeance  sleeps  too  long. 

Rise  then,. ye  peers!  with  virtuous  anger  rise  ; 

Your  fame  revere,  but  most  the'  avenging  skies. 

By  all  the  deathless  powers  that  reign  above, 

By  righteous  Themis  and  by  thundering  Jove, 

(Themis,  who  gives  to  councils,  or  denies 

Success;  and  himibles,  or  confirms  the  wise) 

Rise  in  my  aid !  suffice  the  tears  that  flow 

For  my  lost  ore,  nor  add  new  wo  to  wo. 

If  e'er  he  bore  the  sword  to  strengthen  ill. 

Or  having  power  to  wrong,  betray'd  the  wiD, 

On  me,  on  me  your  Idndled  wrath  assuage, 

And  bid  the  voice  of  lawless  riot  rage. 

If  ruin  to  our  royal  race  ye  doom. 

Be  you  the  spoilers,  and  our  wealth  consume. 

Then  might  we  hope  redress  from  juster  laws. 

And  raise  all  Ithaca  to  aid  our  cause  : 

But  while  your  sons  commit  the'  unpunish'd  wrong. 

You  make  the  arm  of  violence  too  strong." 

While  thus  he  spoke,  with  rage  and  grief  he 
frown'd. 
And  dash'd  the'  imperial  sceptre  to  the  g^und. 
The  big  round  tear  hung  trembling  in  his  eye; 
The  synod  griev'd,  and  gave  a  pitying  sigh. 
Then  silent  sat — at  lengSi  Antinous  bums 
With  haughty  rage,  and  sternly  thus  returns: 

**  O  insolence  of  youth !  whose  tongue  affords 
Such  railing  eloquence,  and  war  of  words. 
Studious  thy  country's  worthies  to  defame. 
Thy  erring  voice  displays  thy  mother's  shsone. 
Elusive  ofthe  bridal  day,  she  ^ves 
Fond  hopes  to  all,  and  all  with  hopes  deceivta. 
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Bid  not  the  sun,  through  heaven's  wide  azure  roll'd. 

For  three  long  years  me  royal  fraud  behold ! 

While  she,  laborious  in  delusion  spread 

The  spacious  loom,  and  roix'd  the  various  thread; 

Where  as  to  life  the  wondrous  figures  rise. 

Thus  spoke  the'  inventive  queen,  with  artful  sighs: 

*  Tho'  cold  in  death  Ulysses  breathes  no  more. 
Cease  yet  a  while  to  urge  the  bridal  hour ; 
Cease,  till  to  great  Laertes  1  bequeath 
A  task  of  grief,  his  ornaments  of  death : 
Lest  when  the  fates  his  royal  ashes  claim. 
The  Grecian  matrons  taint  my  spotless  fame ; 
When  he,  whom  living  mighty  realms  obey*d. 
Shall  want  in  death  a  shroud  to  g^race  his  shade.' 

**  Thus  she :  at  once  the  generous  tnun  complies, 
Nor  fraud  mistrusts  in  virtue's  fair  disguise. 
The  work  she  plied;  but  studious  of  delay. 
By  night  revers'd  the  labours  of  the  day. 
While  thrice  the  sun  his  annual  journey  made. 
The  conscious  lamp  the  midnight  fraud  siurvey'd; 
Unheard,  unseen,  three  years  her  arts  prevsdl ; 
The  fourth,  her  maid  unfolds  the'  amazing  tale. 
We  saw,  as  unperceiv'd  we  took  our  stand. 
The  backward  labours  of  her  faithless  hand. 
Then  urg'd,  she  perfects  her  illustrious  toils  ; 
A  wondrous  monument  of  female  wiles ! 

"  But  you,  O  peers !  and  thou,  O  prince  !  gfive  ear: 
(I  speak  aloud,  that  every  Greek  may  hear) 
Dismiss  the  queen;  and  if  her  sire  approves. 
Let  him  espouse  her  to  the  peer  she  loves: 
Bid  instant  to  prepare  the  bridal  train, 
Nor  let  a  race  of  princes  wait  in  vain. 
Though  with  a  g^ce  divine  Iier  soul  is  bless'd. 
And  all  Minerva  breathes  within  her  breast. 
In  wondrous  arts  than  woman  more  renown'd. 
And  more  than  woman  with  deep  wisdom  crown'd; 
Though  T)To  nor  Mvcene  match  her  name. 
Nor  great  Alcmena  (the  proud  boasts  of  fame,) 
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Yet  thus  by  heaven  adom'd,  by  heaven's  decree 
She  shines  with  fatal  excellence,  to  tlice  : 
With  thee,  the  bowl  we  drain,  indulge  inc  feast, 
Till  rig-hteous  heaven  reclaim  her  stubborn  breast. 
WhatSiough  from  pole  to  pole  resounds  her  name  ! 
The  son's  destruction  waits  the  mother's  fame: 
For  till  she  leaves  thy  court,  it  is  decreed. 
Thy  bowl  to  empty,  and  thy  flock  to  bleed." 

While  yet  he  speaks,  Telemachus  replies : 
**  E'en  nature  starts,  and  what  ye  ask  denies. 
Thus,  shall  I  thus  repay  a  mother's  cares. 
Who  yave  me  life,  and  nurs'd  my  infant  years  ? 
While  -sad  on  foreign  shores  Ulysses  treads. 
Or  glides  a  ghost  with  unapparent  shades; 
How  to  Icanus  in  the  bridal  hour 
Shall  I,  by  waste  undone,  refund  the  dow'r  ? 
How  f^m  my  father  should  1  vengeance  dread ; 
How  would  my  mother  curse  my  hated  head  P 
And  while  in  wrath  to  vengeful  Bends  she  cries. 
How  from  their  hell  would  vengeful  fields  arise  ? 
Abhorr'd  by  all,  accurs'd  my  name  would  grow. 
The  earth's  disgrace,  and  human-kind  my  toe. 
If  this  displease,  why  urge  ye  hear  your  stay  ? 
Haste  from  the  court,  ye  spoilers,  haste  away : 
Waste  in  wild  riot  what  your  land  allows, 
There  ply  the  early  feast,  and  late  cai'ouse. 
But  if,  to  honour  lost,  'tis  still  decreed 
For  you  my  bowl  shall  flow,  my  flocks  shall  bleed  i 
Judge  and  assert  my  right,  impartial  Jove  ! 
By  him,  and  all  the'  immortal  host  above, 
(A  sacred  oath)  if  heaven  the  power  supply, 
Vengeance  I  vow,  and  for  your  wrongs  ye  die." 

With  that,  two  eagles  from  a  moimtain's  height 
By  Jove's  command  direct  their  rapid  flight; 
Swift  they  descend,  with  wing  to  wing  conjoln'd. 
Stretch  their  broad  plumes,  and  float  upon  the  wind. 
Above  the'  assembled  peers  they  wheel  on  high. 
And  clang  their  wings,  and  hovering  beat  the  sky; 
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With  ardent  eyes  the  rival  train  they  threat, 
And  shrieking  loud,  denounce  approaching*  fate. 
They  cuff,  they  tear,  their  cheeks  and  neck  they 

rend. 
And  from  their  plumes  huge  drops  of  blood  descend: 
Then  sailing  o'er  the  domes  and  towers,  they  fly 
Full  toward  the  east,  and  mount  into  the  sky. 
The  wondering  rivals  g^e  with  cares  oppr^s^d. 
And  chilling  horrors  freeze  in  every  breast. 
Till  big  with  knowledge  of  approaching  woes 
The  prince  of  augurs,  Halitherses,  rose : 
Prescient  he  view'd  the'  aerial  tracks,  and  drew 
A  sure  presage  from  every  wing  that  flew. 

"  Ye  sons  (he  cried)  of  Ithaca,  give  ear. 
Hear  all !  but  chiefly  you,  O  rivals  '  hear. 
Destruction  sure  o'er  all  yoiir  heads  impends; 
Ulysses  comes,  and  death  his  steps  attends. 
Nor  to  the  great  alone  is  death  decreed; 
We,  and  our  guilty  Ithaca,  must  bleed. 
Why  cease  we  then  the  wrath  of  heaven  to  stay  ? 
Be  humbled  all,  and  lead,  ye  great  !  the  way. 
For  lo !  my  words  no  fancied  woes  relate; 
I  speak  from  science,  and  the  voice  is  fate. 

"  When  great  Ulysses  sought  the  Phrygian  shores 
To  shake  with  war  proud  Ilion's  lofty  towers. 
Deeds  then  undone  my  faithful  tongue  foretold: 
Heaven  seal'd  my  words,  and  you  those  deeds 

behold. 
I  see  (I  cried)  his  woes,  a  countless  train; 
I  see  his  friends  o'erwhelm'd  beneath  the  main; 
How  twice  ten  years  from  shore  to  shore  he  roams: 
Now  twice  ten  years  are  past,  and  now  he  comes  !'* 

To  whom  Eurymachus :  "  Fly,  dotard,  fly ! 
With  thy  wise  dreams,  and  fables  of  the  sky. 
Go,  prophesy  at  home ;  thy  sons  advise  : 
Here  thou  art  sage  in  vain — ^1  better  read  the  skiet. 
Unnumber*d  birds  ghde  through  the'  aerial  way» 
Vagrants  of  air,  and  unforeboding  stray. 
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Cold  in  the  tomb,  or  in  the  deeps  below, 

Ulysses  lies  r  O  wert  thou  had  as  low ! 

Then  would  that  busy  head  no  broils  suggest, 

Nor  fire  to  rage  Telemachus's  breast. 

From  him  some  bribe  thy  venal  tongue  requires. 

And  interest,  not  the  god,  thy  voice  inspires. 

His  guideless  youth,  if  thy  experienc'd  age 

Mislead  fallacious  into  idle  rage. 

Vengeance  deserv'd  thy  malice  shall  repress. 

And  but  augment  the  wrongs  thou  would'st  redress. 

Teiemachus  may  bid  the  queen  repair 

To  great  Icarius,  whose  paternal  care 

Will  g^ide  her  passion,  and  reward  her  choice 

With  wealthy  dower,  and  bridal  ^'ts  of  price. 

Till  she  retires,  determin'd  we  remain. 

And  both  the  prince  and  augur  threat  in  vsdn  : 

His  pride  of  words,  and  thy  wild  dream  of  fate. 

Move  not  the  brave,  or  only  move  their  hate. 

Threat  on,  O  prince !  elude  the  bridal  day. 

Threat  on,  till  all  thy  stores  in  waste  decay. 

True,  Greece  affords  a  train  of  lovely  dames, 

In  wealth  and  beauty  worthy  of  our  flames  ; 

But  never  from  this  nobler  suit  we  cease; 

For  wealth  and  beauty  less  than  virtue  please.'* 

To  whom  the  youtli :  "  Since  then  in  vain  1  tell 
My  numerous  woes,  in  silence  let  them  dwell. 
But  heaven,  and  all  the  Greeks,  have  heard  my 

wrongs: 
To  heaven,  and  all  the  Greeks,  redress  belongs. 
Yet  this  I  ask — nor  be  it  ask'd  in  vain —  • 

A  bark  to  waft  me  o'er  the  rolling  main ; 
The  realms  of  Pyle  and  Sparta  to  explore. 
And  seek  my  royal  sire  from  shore  to  shore  : 
If,  or  to  fame  his  doubtful  fate  be  known. 
Or  to  be  leam'd  from  oracles  alone  P 
If  yet  he  lives,  with  patience  I  forbear 
Till  the  fleet  hours  restore  the  circling  year: 
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But  if  already  wandering  in  the  tndn 
Of  empty  shudes,  I  measnre  back  the  main, 
Plant  the  fair  column  o'er  the  mighty  dead* 
And  yield  his  consort  to  the  nuptial  bed." 

He  ceas'd ;  and  while  abash'd  the  peers  aiteadi 
Mentor  arose,  Ulysses'  faithful  friend: 
[When  fierce  in  arms  he  sought  the  scenes  of  war, 
•*  My  friend  (he  cried)  my  palace  be  thy  care  i 
Years  roll'd  on  years  my  godlike  sire  decay. 
Guard  thou  his  ag^,  and  his  behests  obey/'] 
Stern  as  he  rose,  he  cast  his  eyes  arouna, 
That   flash'd  with  rage:  and^  as  he  spoke,  he 
frown'd : 

**  O  never,  never  more  let  king  be  just. 
Be  mild  in  power,  or  faithful  to  his  trust ! 
Let  tyrants  govern  with  an  iron  rod. 
Oppress,  destroy,  and  be  the  scourge  of  Gk>d; 
Since  he  who  like  a  father  held  his  reini. 
So  soon  forgot,  was  just  and  mild  in  vam ! 
True,  while  my  friend  is  griev'd,  his  griefs  I  share 
Yet  now  the  rivals  are  my  smallest  care : 
They,  for  the  mighty  mischiefs  they  devise. 
Ere  long  shall  pay — their  forfeit  lives  the  price. 
But  against  you,  ye  Greeks !  ye  coward  train, 
Gods !  bow  my  soul  is  mov'd  with  just  disdain  ? 
Dumb  ye  all  stand,  and  not  one  tongue  affords 
His  injiir'd  prince  the  little  aid  of  words." 

While  yet  he  spoke,  Leocritus  rejoin'd  : 
"  O  pride  of  words,  and  arrogance  of  mind ! 
Would'st  thou  to  rise  in  arms  the  Greeks  advise  } 
Join  all  your  powers!  in  arms,  ye  Greeks,  arise! 
Yet  would  your  powers  in  vain  our  strength  oppose; 
The  valiant  few  o'ermatch  an  host  of  foes. 
Should  great  Ulysses  stem  appear  in  arms^ 
While  the  bowl  circles,  and  the  banquet  warms ; 
Though  to  his  breast  his  spouse  with  transport  flics 
Torn  from  her  breast,  that  hour,  Ulysses  dies. 
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Bat  hence  retreating  to  your  domes  repair; 
To  arm  the  vessel,  Mentor !  be  thy  care, 
Andy  Halitherses !  thine:  be  each  his  friend; 
Ye  lov^d  the  fether  :  go,  the  son  attend. 
But,  yet,  I  trust  the  boaster  means  to  stay 
Safe  in  ^e  court,  nor  tempt  the  wat'ry  way." 

Then  with  a  rushing  sound,  the'  assembly  bend. 
Diverse  their  steps :  me  rival  rout  ascend 
The  royal  dome ;  whilst  sad  the  prince  explores 
The  neighbouring  nudn,  and  sorrowing  treads  the 

shores. 
There,  as  the  waters  o'er  his  hands  he  shed. 
The  royal  suppliant  to  Minerva  pray'd: 

<<  O  goddess !  who  descending  from  the  skies 
VouchsaTd  thy  presence  to  my  wondering  eyes  { 
By  .whose  commands  the  raging  deeps  I  trace. 
And  seek  my  sire  through  storms  and  rqlling  seas ! 
Hear  from  tny  heavens  above,  O  warrior-maid  I 
Descend  once  more,  propitious  to  my  aid. 
Without  thy  presence,  vain  is  thy  command ; 
Greece,  and  the  rival  train,  thy  voice  withstand.** 

Indulgent  to  his  prayer,  the  goddess  took 
Sage  Mentor's  form,  sAid  thus  like  Mentor  spoke  : 

"  O  prince  !  in  early  youth  divinely  wise. 
Bom,  the  Ulysses  of  thy  age  to  rise ! 
If  to  the  son  the  father's  worth  descends. 
O'er  the  wide  waves  success  thy  ways  attends; 
To  tread  the  walks  of  death  he  stood  prepar'd. 
And  what  he  greatly  thought,  he  nobly  dar'd. 
Were  not  wise  sons  descendant  of  the  wise. 
And  did  not  heroes  from  brave  heroes  rise; 
Vain  were  my  hopes :  few  sons;attain  the  praise 
Of  their  great  sires,  and  most  their  sires  disgrace. 
But  since  thy  veins  paternal  virtue  fires. 
And  all  Penelope  thy  soul  inspires. 
Go,  and  succeed !  the  rivals'  aims  despise ; 
For  never,  never,  wielded  man  was  wise. 
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Blind  they  rejoice,  though  now,  e'en  now  they  &]!} 
Death  hastes  amain:  one  hour  o'erwhelnos  them  «IL 
And  lo,  with  speed  we  plough  the  wat'ry  way; 
My  power  shall  g^uard  thee,  and  my  hand  convey: 
The  winged  vessel  studious  I  prepare, 
Through  seas  and  realms  companion  of  thy  care. 
Thou  to  the  court  ascend;  and  to  the  shores. 
When  night  advances,  bear  the  naval  stores: 
Bread,  t^t  decaying  man  with  strength  supplies. 
And  generous  wine  which  thoughtful  sonow  flies. 
Meanwliile  the  mariners  by  my  command 
Shall  speed  abroad,  a  valiant  chosen  band. 
Wide  o'er  the  bay,  by  vessel  vessel  rides; 
The  best  1  choose  to  waft  thee  o'er  the  tides.** 
She  spoke:  to  his  high  dome  the  prince  returns. 
And  as  he  moves,  with  royal  anguish  mourns. 
'Twas  riot  all,  among  the  lawless  train; 
Boar  bled  by  boar,  and  goat  by  goat  lay  slain. 
Arriv'd,  his  hand  the  gay  Antinous  pressM, 
And  thus  deriding,  with  a  smile  addressed: 

"  Grieve  not,  O  daring  prince !  that  noble  heart; 
111  suits  gay  youth  the  stem  heroic  part. 
Indulge  tiie  genial  hour,  il^bend  thy  soul. 
Leave  thought  to  age,  and  drd'in  the  flowing  bowL 
Studious  to  ease  thy  grief,  our  care  prondes 
The  bark,  to  waft  tlice  o'er  the  swelling  tides." 

**  Is  tiiis  (retiurns  the  prince)  for  mirtti  a  time  ? 
When  lawless  gluttons  riot,  mirtli's  a  crime ; 
The  luscious  wines,  dishonour'ii,  lose  their  taste  $ 
The  song  is  noise,  and  impious  is  the  feast. 
Suffice  it  to  have  spent  wiili  swift  decay 
Xhe  wealth  of  kings,  and  made  my  youth  a  prey. 
But  now  the  wise  instnictions  of  the  sage. 
And  manly  thoughts  inspired  by  manly  age. 
Teach  me  to  seek  redress  for  ail  my  wo. 
Here,  or  in  Pyle — in  Pyle,  or  here,  your  foe. 
Deny  your  vessels,  ye  deny  in  vain; 
A  private  voyager  I  pass  tlie  main. 
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Free  brenthe  the  winds,  and  free  the  billows  flow. 
And  whore  on  earth  I  live,  1  live  your  foe." 

He  spoke  and  frown'd,  nor  longer  deig^'d  to  stay. 
Sternly  his  hand  withdrew,  and  strode  away. 
Meantime,  o'er  all  the  dome,  they  qualT,  they 

feast, 
Derisiye  taunts  were  spread  from  guest  to  guest. 
And  each  in  jovial  mood  his  mate  addressed. 

*■  Tremble  ye  not,  O  friends !  and  coward  fly, 
Doom'd  by  the  stem  Telemachus  to  die  ? 
To  Pyle  or  Sparta  to  demand  supplies, 
Big  with  revenge,  the  mighty  warrior  flies : 
Or  comes  from  Ephyr^  with  poisons  fraught. 
And  kills  us  all  in  one  tremendous  draught !" 

**  Or  who  can  say  (his  gamesome  mate  replies) 
But  while  the  dangers  of  the  deeps  he  tries. 
He,  like  his  sire,  may  sink  deprived  of  breath. 
And  punish  us  unkindly  by  his  death? 
What  mighty  labours  would  he  then  create. 
To  seize  his  treasures,  and  divide  his  state. 
The  royal  palace  to  the  queen  convey. 
Or  him  she  blesses  in  tlie  bridal  day  \" 

Meantime  the  lofty  rooms  the  prince  surveys. 
Where  lay  the  treasures  of  the'  Ithacian  race: 
Here  ruddy  brass  and  gold  refulgent  blaz'd; 
There  polish'd  chests  embroider'd  vestures  graced; 
Here  jars  of  oil  breath'd  forth  a  rich  perfume ; 
There  casks  of  wine  in  rows  adom'd  the  dome. 
(Pure  flavorous  wine,  by  gods  in  bounty  given. 
And  worthy  to  exalt  the  feasts  of  heaven) 
Untouch'd  they  stood,  till,  his  long  labours  o'er. 
The  great  Ulysses  reach'd  his  native  shore. 
A  double  strength  of  bars  secur'd  the  gates : 
Fast  by  the  door  the  wise  Euryclea  waits; 
Euryclea,  who,  g^eat  Ops !  thy  lineage  shar'd. 
And  watch'd  all  ni^ht,  all  day;  a  faithful  guard. 

To  whom  the  pnnce;  "  O  thou,  whose  guardian 
care 
Nurs'd  the  most  wretched  king  that  breathes  the  a\r, 
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Untouched  and  sacred  may  these  vessels  stand 
Till  g^eat  Ulysses  views  Ms  native  land. 
But  by  thy  care  twelve  urns  of  wine  be^fill'd» 
Nex^  these  in  worth,  and  firm  those  urns  be  teal'di 
And  twice  ten  measures  of  the  choicest  flour 
Prepared,  ere  yet  descends  the  evening  hoar. 
For  when  the  favouring  shades  of  nig^t  ariset 
And  peaceful  slumbers  close  my  mother's  tycM, 
Me  from  our  coast  shall  spreading  saib  convey. 
To  seek  Ulysses  through  the  watery  way." 

While  yet  he  spoke,  she  fill'd  the  walb  witli 
cries. 
And  tears  ran  trickling  from  her  aged  eyes. 
<<  O  whither,  whither  nies  my  son  ?"  she  cried, 
*'  To  realms  that  rocks  and  roaring  seas  dii^de  ? 
In  foreign  lands  thy  father's  days  decajr'd. 
And  foreign  lands  contain  the  mighty  dead. 
The  watery  way  ill-iated  if  thou  try. 
All,  all  must  perish,  and  by  fraud  you  die ! 
Then  stay,  my  child!  storms  beat,  and  rolls  the  main 
O  beat  those  storms,  and  roll  the  seas  in  vain !" 

'Tar  hence  (replied  the  prince)  thy  fears  b< 
driven; 
Heaven  calls  me  forth;  these  counsels  are  of  heaven 
But  by  the  powers  that  hate  the  perjur*d,  swear 
To  keep  my  voyage  from  the  royal  ear. 
Nor  uncompelPd  the  dangerous  truth  betray. 
Till  twice  six  times  descends  the  lamp  of  day ; 
Lest  the  sad  tale  a  mother's  life  impair. 
And  g^ef  destroy  what  time  awhile  would  spaK.' 

Thus  he.    The  matron  witli  uplifted  eyes 
Attests  the'  all-seeing  sovereign  of  the  skies. 
Then  studious  she  prepares  the  choicest  ftour. 
The  strength  of  wheat,  and  wines  an  ample  store. 
While  to  the  rival  train  the  prince  returns. 
The  martial  goddess  with  impatience  burns ; 
Like  thee,  Telemachus,  in  voice  and  size. 
With  speed  divine  from  street  to  street  ^e  flies. 
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she  bids  the  mariners  prepar'd  to  stand, 
IVhen  night  descendsy  embodied  on  the  strand. 
Then  to  Noemon  swift  she  runs,  i^e  flies. 
And  asks  a  bark :  the  chief  a  bark  supplies. 

And  now,  declining'  with  his  sloping  wheels, 
Down  sunk  the  sun  behind  the  western  hills. 
The  jgpoddess  shov'd  the  vessel  from  the  shores. 
And  stow'd  within  its  womb  the  naval  stores. 
Full  in  the  openingps  of  the  spacious  main 
It  rides:  and  now  descends  the  sailor-train. 

Next,  to  the  court,  impatient  of  delay 
With  rapid  step  the  g^dess  urg'd  her  way: 
There  every  eye  with  slumb'rous  chains  she  bound. 
And  daah'd  the  flowing  goblet  to  the  ground. 
Drowsy  they  rose,  with  heavy  fumes  oppressed, 
Reel'd  from  the  palace,  and  retir'd  to  rest. 

Then  thus,  in  Mentor's  reverend  form  array*d. 
Spoke  to  Telemachus  the  martial  maid: 
**  Lo !  on  the  seas  prepar'd  the  vessel  stands. 
The'  impatient  mariner  thy  speed  demands." 
Swift  as  the  spoke,  with  rapid  pace  she  leads  : 
The  footsteps  of  the  deity  he  treads. 
Swift  to  the  shore  they  move  :  along  the  strand 
The  ready  vessel  rides,  the  sailors  ready  stand. 

He  bids  them  bring  their  stores;    the'  attending 
train 
Load  the  tall  bark,  and  launch  into  the  main. 
The  prince  and  goddess  to  the  stem  ascend ; 
To  the  strong  stroke  at  once  the  rowers  bend. 
Full  from  the  west  she  bids  fresh  breezes  blow ; 
The  sable  billows  foam  and  roar  below. 
The  chief  his  orders  gives :  the'  obedient  band 
With  due  observance  wait  the  chiefs  command ; 
With  speed  the  mast  they  rear,  with  speed  unbind 
The  spa6ious  sheet,  and  stretch  it  to  the  wind. 
High  o'er  the  roaring  waves  the  spreading  sails 
Bow  the  t^U  mast,  and  swell  before  the  gales; 

G  2 
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Tlie  crooked  keel  the  patting  sdrge  diiddes^ 
And  to  the  stem  retreating  roll  the  tides. 
And  now  they  ship  theiir  oars,  and  crown  with  w 
The  holy  goblet  to  the  powers  divine: 
Implorine  all  the  gods  that  reign  above. 
But  chief  the  Wue-ejr^d  progeny  of  Jove. 

Thas  all  the  night  they  stem  the  fiquid  wmy. 
And  end  their  voyage  with  the  morning  rayi. 
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TB£  INTEETIEW  OF  TELBMACH17S  AND  ITSSTOR. 

TELEMACHUS,  giiided  by  Pallas  in  the  shape  of  Mentor,  ar- 
rives in  the  raoraing  at  Pylos,  where  Nettor  and  hit  saw  mn 
sacrificinjg^  on  the  sea-shore  to  Neptune.  Telemachus  deelarea 
the  occasion  of  his  coming;  and  Nestor  relates  what  passed  im 
their  return  from  Troy  how  thdr  fleets  were  separated^  asid  IM 
never  since  heard  of  Ulysses.  The  discourse  eoneemuw  tke 
death  of  Agamemnon,  the  revenge  of  Orestes,  and  the  iiyiiriM 
of  the  suitors.  Nestor  advises  him  to  go  to  Sparta,  and  liMiidro 
further  of  Menelaus.  The  sacrifice  ending  wiUi  tbe  fl^it« 
lifinerva  vanishes  (torn  them  in  the  form  of  an  eagle ;  I'clei— 
chus  is  lodged  in  the  palace.  'The  next  morning  fhey  saeriSee 
a  bullock  to  Minerva,  and  Telemachus  proceeds  on  his  jowney 
to  Sparta,  attended  by  Pisistratus* 

The  sc«ie  lies  on  the  sea-shore  of  Pyios. 
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rnd  nun,  abovr  tin*  walrr*  niMM# 
li  lirnvcn'H  etvrnul  hraxm  ixirtuh  bU/M. 
tie  o'er  cRrtli  diirusM  \m  ciwcnny^  my,  . 

I  and  men  to  give  the  (;nl«l rn  duy. 

i  the  coaiit  of  l*ylc  the  vcmol  fulln,  ■' 

old  Ncleus'  vrncrahlc  wallH. 
■upplmnt  to  the  nionnrch  of  the  flood, 
green  ihratrci  the  Pylmns  HtiKxIt  • 

sidflvc  hundred  (n  deputed  train,) 
I,  nine  oxen  on  the  wml  Uy  nliiin. 
mte  the  entniili,  anri  thr  altAm  loail 
nokinif  thirtia,  an  ofTrrin^  to  the  go«1. 
'  the  port  tiic  Ithacmaiana  aland, 
*l  their  aaila,  anil  iaatie  on  tlu*  land, 
clujii  already  prciMM  the  nhorct 
t,  the  power  of  wiadoni  marrhM  hrfnrr, 
.*  the  aacrifir.iui^  tlironj^  lir  joinM, 
itthM  thuM  h'lN  wrlJ^tlrndii-fif  mind  : 


74  THE  ODTSSET.  JBook  3. 

Urge  him  with  truth  to  frame  his  fair  replies ; 
And  sure  he  wilf,  for  wisdom  never  lies." 

"  O  tell  me,  Mentor !  tell  me,  faithful  guide, 
(The  youth  with  prudent  modesty  replied) 
How  shall  I  meet,  or  how  accost  the  sage, 
XJnskill'd  in  speech,  nor  yet  mature  of  age; 
Awful  the'  approach,  and  hard  the  task  appears. 
To  question  wisely  men  of  riper  years." 

To  whom  the  martial  goddess  thus  fejoin'd : 
"  Search,  for  some  thoughts,  thy  own  sugg^stinr 
And  others  dictated  hy  heavenly  power        [mind; 
Shall  rise  spontaneous  in  the  needful  hour :     , 
For  nought  unprosperous  shall  thy  ways  attend. 
Born  with  aood  omens,  and  with  heaven  thy  friend.^ 

She  spoke,  and  led  the  way.  with  swifter  speed: 
As  swift,  the  youth  pursued  the  way  she  led  ; 
And  join'd  the  hand  before  the  sacred  fire. 
Where  sat,  encompass'd  with  his  sons,  the  sire. 
The  youth  of  Pylos,  some  on  pointed  wood 
Transfix'd  the  fragments,  some  prepar*d  the  food. 
In  friendly  throngs  they  gather,  to  embrace 
Their  unknown  guests,  and  at  the  banquet  place^ 
Pisistratus  was  first  to  grasp  their  hands, 
A' id  spread  soft  hides  upon  the  yellow  sands; 
Along  the  shore  the'  illustrious  pair  he  led, 
"Wiiere  Nestor  sat  with  youthful  Thrasymed. 
To  each  a  portion  of  the  feast  he  bore. 
And  held  a  golden  |^oblet  foaming  o'erj 
Then  first  approachmg  to  the  elder  guest. 
The  latent  goddess  in  these  words  addrt>ss*d : 
"  Whoe'er  tliou  art,  whom  fortune  brings  to  keep 
These  rites  of  Neptune,  monarch  of  the  deep. 
Thee  first  it  fits,  O  stranger!  to  prepare 
The  due  libation  and  the  solemn  pray*r; 
Then  give  thy  friend  to  shed  the  sacred  wine: 
Though  much  thy  younger,  and  bis  years  like 

mine, 
Qe  too,  I  deem,  implores  the  powers  divine: 


} 
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for  ull  nmnkiml  ulikr  r«M]iitiT  llirir  grirr, 
All   liorii  tfi  wunt;  ii  nii.icrulijr  race!" 

lie  Hpsikf,  uiiil  to  lirr  ii'iitil  |>i'firrrM  tin'  buxil 
A  *ii-i'ri*(  |ili-:isiiri*  tinicli'il  A(hi'it;i'i  miuI, 
'I'll  in*  ihi*  iiril'crciirf  lini*  to  Niii-rril  ii|{i* 
H<-fC:irili-it  rvi-r  liy  (In-  jimt  uml  s-.n^r. 
<)l  i)i'f*:iii*.*i  k\n^  hill*  IJii-n  iiiiploifn  llir  ^r:irr 
"  O  lUnti  '    ivJKiMi*  iiritii  tliiH  iiiiipli-  ^ifilii-  i-iiifirnn*. 
Fiillil  our  wmli,  :iii<l  l«'(  (liy  tiUtvy  nIiiiu* 
Oil  Nrntoi'  lil'Nl,  :illil  Ni-Hlor'i  rnyul  lllH*  ; 
Ni'Xl  f^ruiil  iIk'  l*\ltiin  ituift  iln-ii- jiinl  ili'sirri, 
I*I(*:ih'i1  willi  llii'ir  lii*r:i1oiiili'>i  .i-ti-i-iiijin^'  lin-i; 
l.:ihl,  <|ri).','ii  'l'<*li'in:irliiii  .iiiii  iin-  In  lili  ^'i. 
Ami  r row  II  diii*  viM.t^'f  willi  ilfiirM  ii.iii  s-i." 

'rilil%  slif,  siilil  li:i\iiif^  |iaiil  till-  I'lir  i|i\iiii*, 
<i;i\r  to  llK-HVi'  NOli  till*  i'im\    uiiH- 
Siip|iliiinl  III'  pmyM.     Aii'i  tmw  lln-  xirtiiiiMilii  ■••'(l 
'1  tii'V  ilriiiv,  ili\iili\  ;iiiil  I'l  li  bmli*  tin-  d  utt. 
'I'lir  li:iMi|M(*1  fldiir,  llh*  iril'i'at  i\  i-  iilil  lii.ui, 
'riiiis  luilil,  tlir  p|i  .1  ■nii"  •Mhli  ii  III  I-  In  y;A\\ 

**     \llV\   ,     J.'/    ll'l'        ■■•l«   ■•    '•   '      'III      )■■    IC.ll    ll.llM|I|l    I    «i'fl, 

Ii   111-.  Ill  .lilt   \r,  wli.i'   \iiiii    ii:ttii«-  ■iliiiii  , 
Aii'l   u  Ii'  IK  ''  \  i)>ii'  I  ■■•  >    **    III)  u  li:il    .III \  I  ill  III  i,     .i\  , 
'I  liir.  I:ii   \  •     u  .iiiit'  1'  tliiniij'  li  lilt     w  ii  ■  i  \    w  :t\   ^ 
Id  111)  ,   il  Imi'.ip  ■•.,  nr  l|ii    iliii  .1   1(1  )'.'■<■« 

1. 1 1  (.-.If  I        \IHII'     |ll>lll|l    \      ll'l     I      till-     |l|t|||i    ■•■■     III  III) 

\\  i-i  n     -.:i  I  .11' I      |ill  .it  I  s  -n  I  k    I  III  Mil;'  Il    -il    I  I  Mill.  Il<i<\  II 
'I  III    II  1 1  •   lit  (ii  III  I'l,  \  I  1)1  III  iiii'i  I  •!  I  III    r  ii-x  .1  " 

I   r  ■  'i|li\    1 1ll     jMii  ij»'-i  l»\    I  In     I'liilil-  -I .  ,'.  .\  I  M, 
\  .il  till  1 1   Willi  <  I  III  III  I  •  III  I    iiilu-.M  II  iiiii  li>   iv  I  II, 
'I'll-     \  mil  II,   \\  liuDi   P.ill;i  ■  1 1''  it  ill  '<  I  I'l  II-     w  ■-.' 
Ami!  I.iiii''1    iIiiiiii  -    llii-     ii:r.  Ill   im  m,  i-  jiIi-  -i 
"  lin|iiil  '  .1  I  In  III.   I.illni-  ■   Ii'HM   w  Ii  i'   •  u  i    1    -.\  •    i  .iiin    ' 
(')  :'l.ii  I'  .iihI  |',|iii'\   III   llii     lili'i  Mil  ii.tliii    ' 
Ki'iijii  \\\i    I'l'  lii;-Ji   jl  II  II  .1  'I'l  I  liiiij-      till     lliHii  ('•. 
llniwi)  \\  n  II  ll'l  r    i:'i  li  ii  '    .li  i'  1'    .  iihI  pi  mli  ill  v.  i"'!!  *• 
I    1  III  lln    ii-  -.iiii   •  -1  n     '    ii'    ii    lii'\   ■'     I  v.  I, 

A  pi'i'.^ili-  Mil ruw  ,  Mol  .1  piiiili<' I  iriir«i- 
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My  sire  I  seek,  where'er  the  voice  of  fkme 

Has' told  the  glories  of  his  noble  names 

The  great  Ulysses,  &m'd  from  shore  to  shore 

For  valour  much,  for  hardy  suffering  more. 

Long  time  with  ih.ee  before  proud  Ilion's  wiU 

In  arms  he  fought ;  with  thee  beheld  her  hXL 

Of  all  the  chiefs^  this  hero's  fate  alone 

Has  Jove  reserved,  unheard  o^  and  unknown; 

Whether  in  fields  by  hostile  fiuy  slain. 

Or  sunk  by  tempests  in  the  ^ulfy  main  ? 

Of  this  to  learn,  oppressed  with  tender  feara^ 

Lo,  at  thy  knee  his  suppliant  son  appears. 

If  or  thy  certain  eye,  or  curious  ear. 

Have  learnt  his  fate,  the  whole  dark  story  dear: 

And  oh !  whatever  heaven  destin'd  to  betide^ 

Let  neither  flattery  smooth,  nor  pity  hide. 

Prepar'd  I  stand :  he  was  but  bom  to  txy 

The  lot  of  man ;  to  suffer  and  to  die. 

O  then,  if  ever  through  the  ten  years'  war 

The  wise,  the  good  Ulysses  ckim'd  thy  care ; 

If  e'er  he  join'd  tliy  council  or  thy  sword. 

True  in  his  deed,  and  constant  to  his  word ; 

Far  as  thy  mind  through  backward  time  can  see^' 

Search  all  thy  stores  of  faithful  memory : 

'Tis  sacred  truth  I  ask,  and  ask  of  thee." 

To  him  experienc'd  Nestor  thus  rejoin'd : 
'<  O  friend !  what  sorrows  dost  thou  bring  to  mind! 
Shall  I  the  long,  laborious  scene  review. 
And  open  all  the  wounds  of  Greece  anew  ? 
What  toUs  by  sea !  where  dark  in  quest  of  prey 
Dauntless  we  rov'd ;  Achilles  led  the  way: 
What  toils  by  land !  where  mixt  in  fatal  nght 
Such  numbers  fell,  such  heroes  sunk  to  ni^t : 
There  Ajax  great,  Achilles  there  the  brave. 
There  wise  Fatroclus,  fill  an  early  grave: 
There  too  my  son — ah  !  once  my  best  delight. 
Once  swift  of  foot,  and  terrible  in  fight, 
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III  wltoiil  Hti'I'li  riiiir:!};!'  witli  hoH  \iiiu<    iuiiiM, 

A  tiiiillli-HH  l>fiii\,  :iii<l  :i  IiI:iiii<-U-in  iiiiii<1  : 

AtitiltKiiir.— 'Wliiil  iiiiin-  r:iii  I  rrhilr  ^ 
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Not  so  the  Idng  of  men:  he  willM  to  stay; 

The  sacred  rites  and  hecatombs  to  pay. 

And  cakn  Minerva's  wrath.     Oh,  blind  to  fate  ? 

The  gods  not  lightly  change  their  love,  or  halt?  ^ 

With  ireful  taunts  each  other  they  oppose, 

Till  in  loud  tumult  all  the  Greeks  arose. 

Now  different  counsels  every  breast  divide. 

Each  bums  with  rancour  to  the  adverse  side  : 

The'  unquiet  night  strange  projects  entertain'tS- 

(So  Jove,  that  urg'd  us  to  our  utte  ordain'd.) 

We  with  the  rising  mom  our  ships  unmoor'a. 

And  brought  our  captives  and  our  stores 

But  half  the  people  with  respect  obey'd 

The  king  of  men,  and  at  his  bidding  stay'd. 

Now  on  the  wings  of  winds  our  course  we  keej^i 

(For  God  had  smootli'd  the  waters  of  the  deep^ 

For  Tenedos  we  spread  our  eager  oars. 

There  land,  and  pay  due  victims  to  the  powei 

To  bless  our  safe  return  we  join  in  pray'r. 

But  angry  Jove  dispcrs'd  our  vows  in  lur, 

And  rais'd  new  discord.  Then  (so  heaven  decre^ET^) 

Ulysses  first  and  Nestor  disagreed: 

Wise  as  he  was,  by  various  counsels  sway'd. 

He  there,  though  late,  to  please  the  monarch,  sta^p^'*^ 

But  I,  determined  stem  the  foamy  floods, 

Warn'd  of  the  coming  fury  of  the  gx)ds. 

With  us,  Tydides  fear*d,  and  urg*d  his  haste: 

And  Menelaiis  came,  but  came  the  last. 

He  join'd  our  vessels  in  the  Lesbian  bay. 

While  yet  we  doubted  of  our  watery  way; 

If  to  tlie  right  to  urge  the  pilot's  toil, 

(The  safer  road)  beside  the  Psyrian  isle; 

Or  the  straiglit  course  to  rocky  Chios  plough. 

And  anchor  under  Mimas'  shaggy  brow. 

We  sought  direction  of  the  power  divine: 

The  god  propitious  gave  the  guiding  sign; 

Through  the  mid  seas  he  bid  our  navy  steer, 

And  in  Euboea  shun  the  woes  we  fear. 
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How  Apunimiion  tniicliM  li»  Artrivc  coitut, 
Ami  how  hit  lire  bv  fraud  an<l  fiircc  he  liwt. 
Ami  how  the  iniirdercr  piitl  liii  forfvii  hrcatht 
What  ItnAt  Ki  diotanl  fri>ni  thai  kchp  of  death 
Diit  tremhliriK  heard  tJic  fame'  ami,  Urunl,  adntirs 
How  well  the  ii)ii  appraa'd  hii  ilaiijflttor'd  airs  I 
E'en  to  the'  unluppy,' that  uiijiintly  hired. 
Heaven  given  pottcnty,  to'  avcngv  lliu  <lccd. 
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Make  future  timei  thy  (:i|iial  act  ailure. 
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The  pnideni  youth  replied:  "  C)  thuu,  tho  (raeo 
And  lasting  glory  of  the  f  •reciin  race  ! 
Juit  wan  tlio  Tciitfeanco,  anil  lo  Ut»t  dayi 
Shall  long  poil«nty  rewund  tho  ptaiM. 
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Some  god  this  arm  with  equal  prowess  bless ! 
And  the  proud  suitors  shall  its  force  confess: 
Injurious  men!  who  while  my  soul  is  sore 
Of  fresh  affronts,  are  meditating  more. 
But  heaven  denies  this  honour  to  my  hand. 
Nor  shall. my  father  repossess  the^land: 
The  father's  fortune  never  to  return. 
And  the  sad  son's  to  suffer  and  to  m0um !" 

Thus  he;  and  Nestor  took  the  w«fi*d ;  "  My 'son, 
Is  it  then  true,  as  distant  rumours  run, 
That  crowds  of  rivals  for  thy  mother's  charms 
Thy  palace  fill  with  insults  and  alarms  ? 
Say,  IS  the  fault,  through  tame  submission  thine  ?' 
Or  leagued  against  thee,  do  thy  people  join, 
Mov'd  by  some  oracle,  or  voice  divine  P 
And  yet  who  knows,  but  ripening  lies  in  fate 
An  hour  of  vengeance  for  the'  afflicted  state; 
When  g^at  Ulysses  shall  suppress  these  hanns, 
Ulysses  ^ngly,  or  all  Greece  in  anns  ? 
But  if  Athena,  war's  triumphant  maid 
The  happy  son  wiU,  as  the  father,  aid, 
(Whose  fame  and  safety  was  her  constant  care. 
In  every  danger  and  in  every  war: 
Never  on  man  did  heavenly  favour  shine 
With  rays  so  strong,  distinguish'd,  and  divine, 
As  those  with  which  Minerva  mark'd  thy  sire) 
So  might  she  love  thee,  so  thy  soul  inspire! 
Soon  should  their  hopes  in  humble  dust  be  laid. 
And  long  oblivion  of  tlie  bridal  bed." 

"  Ah !  no  such  hope  (tlic  prince  with  sighs  replies) 
Can  touch  my  breast;  that  blessing  heaven  denies: 
E'en  by  celestial  favour  were  it  given, 
Fortime  or  fate  would  cross  the  will  of  heaven." 

"  What  words  are  these,  and  what  imprudence 
(Thus  interpos'd  the  martial  maid  divine)     [thine  ? 
Forgetful  youth !  but  know,  the  power  above 
With  ease  can  save  each  object  of  his  love; 
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Wide  as  he  win,  extends  his  boundless  grace; 
Nor  lost  in  time,  nor  circumscrib'd  by  pkce. 
Happier  his  lot,  who,  many  sorrows  past. 
Long  labouring  gains  his  natal  shore  at  last ; 
Than  who,  too  speedy,  hastes  to  end  his  life 
By  some  stem  ruffian,  or  adulterous  wife. 
Death  only  is  the  lot  which  none  can  miss. 
And  all  is  possible  to'  heaven,  but  this. 
The  best,  the  dearest  favourite  of  the  sky 
Must  taste  that  cup,  for  n)an  is  bom  to  die." 

Thus  check'd,  replied  Ulysses'  prudent  heir: 
"  Mentor,  no  more— the  mournful  thought  forbear; 
For  he  no  more  must  draw  his  country's  breath, 
Already  snatch'd  by  fate,  and  the  black  doom  of 

death ! 
Pass  we  to  other  subjects;  and  engage 
On  themes  remote  the  venerable  sage: 
(Who  thrice  has  seen  the  perishable  kind 
Of  men  decay,  and  through  three  ages  shin'd, 
like  g^s  majestic,  and  hke  g^ds  in  mind) 
For  much  he  knows,  and  just  conclusions  draws 
From  vanous  precedents,  and  various  laws. 
O  son  of  Neleus !  awful  Nestor,  tell 
How  he,  the  mighty  Agamemnon,  fell; 
By  what  strange  fraud  Egysthus  wrought,  relate, 
(By  force  he  could  not)  such  a  hero's  fate. 
Liv'd  Menelaiis  not  in  Greece  ?  or  where 
Was  then  the  martial  brother's  pious  care  ? 
Condemn'd  perhaps  some  foreign  shore  to  tread; 
Or  sure  Egysthus  had  not  dar'd  the  deed." 

To  whom  the  full  of  days:  "  Illustrious  youth. 
Attend  (though  partly  thou  hast  g^ess'd)  the  tnith: 
For  had  the  martial  Menelaiis  found 
The  ruffian  breathing  yet  on  Argive  ground ; 
Nor  earth  had  hid  his  carcass  from  the  skies. 
Nor  Grecian  virgins  shriek'd  his  obsequies. 
But  fowls  obscene  dismember'd  his  remains. 
And  dogs  had  torn  him  on  the  naked  plains. 

H  2 
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While  us  the  works  of  bloody  Mars  employed. 
The  wanton  youth  inglorious  peace  enjoy'd ; 
He,  stretch'd  at  ease  m  Argos'  calm  recess, 
(Whose  stately  steeds  luxuriant  pastures  bless) 
With  flattery's  insinuating  art 
Sooth'd  the  frail  queen,  and  poison'd  all  her  heart 
At  first  with  worthy  shame  and  decent  pride 
The  royal  dame  his  lawless  suit  denied. 
For  virtue's  image  yet  possess'd  her  mind. 
Taught  by  a  master  of  the  tuneful  kind: 
Atrides,  parting  for  the  Trojan  war. 
Consigned  the  youthful  consort  to  his  care. 
True  to  his  charge,  the  bard  preserved  her  long 
In  honour's  Umits ;  such  the  power  of  song. 
Bu%  when  the  gods  these  objects  of  their  hate 
Dragged  to  destruction,  by  me  links  of  fkte.; 
The  bard  they  banish'd  from  his  native  soil« 
And  left  all  helpless  in  a  desert  isle: 
There  he,  the  sweetest  of  the  sacred  tram. 
Sung  dying  to  the  rocks,  but  sung  in  vain. 
Then  virtue  was  no  more ;  her  g^uard  away. 
She  fell,  to  lust  a  voluntary  prey. 
E'en  to  the  temple  stalk'd  the'  adulterous  spouse. 
With  impious  thanks;  and  mockery ^of  vows. 
With  images,  with  garments,  and  with  gold : 
And  odorous  fumes  from  loaded  altars  roll'd. 

"  Meantime  from  flaming  Troy  we  cut  the  way, 
With  Menelaus,  through  tbe  curling  sea. 
But  when  to  Sunium's  sacred  point  we  came,  ■ 
Crown'd  with  the  temple  of  the'  Athenian  dame; 
Atrides*  pilot,  Phrontes  there  ezpir'd ; 
(Phrontes,  of  alTthe  sons  of  men  admir'd 
To  steer  the  bounding  bark  with  steady  toil. 
When  the  storm  thickens,  and  the  billows  boil) 
While  yet  he  exereis'd  the  steerman's  art, 
ApoUo  touch'd  him  with  his  gentle  dart ; 
E'en  with  the  rudder  in  his  luind  he  feU. 
To  pay  whose  honours  to  the  shadet  of  heU, 
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We  check'd  our  haste,  by  pious  office  bound. 
And  laid  our  old  companion  ii^  the  ground. 
And  now  the  rites  discharged,  our  course  we  keep 
Far  on  the  gloomy  bosom  of  the  deep; 
Soon  as  Malaesa's  misty  tops  arise, 
Sudden  the  thunderer  blackens  sdl  the  skies. 
And  the  winds  whistle,  and  the  surges  roll 
Mountains  on  mpuntains,  and  obscure  the  pole. 
The  tempest  scattei^,  and  divides  our  fleet; 
Part,  the  storm  urges  on  the  coast  of  Crete, 
Where,  winding  round  the  rich  Cydonian  plain. 
The  streams  of  Jardan  issue  to  the  main. 
There  stands  a  rocks  high,  eminent,  and  steep. 
Whose  shaggy  brow  o'erhangs  the  shady  deep. 
And  views  Gortyna  on  the  western  side. 
On  this  rough  Auster  drove  the'  impetuous  tide: 
With  broken  force  the  billows  roU'd  away. 
And  heav'd  the  fleet  into  the  neighbouring  bay; 
Thus  sav'd  from  death,  they  gain'd  the  Phaestan 
With  shatter'd  vessels,  and  disabled  oars:   [shores, 
But  five  tall  barks  the  winds  and  waters  toss'd. 
Far  fipom  their  fellows,  on  the  Egyptian  coast. 
There  wander'd  Menelaiis  through  foreign  shores. 
Amassing  gold,  and  gathering  naval  stores; 
While  curs'd  Egysthus  the  detested  deed 
By  fraud  fulfill'd,  and  his  great  brother  bled. 
Seven  years  the  traitor  rich  Mycenae  sway'd. 
And  his  stem  rule  th'e  groaning  land  obey'd ; 
The  eighth,  from  Athens  to  his  realm  restor'd, 
Orestes  brandish'd  the  revenging  sword, 
^lew  the  dire  pair,  and  gave  to  iuneral  flame 
The  vile  assassin  and  adulterous  dame. 
That  day,  ere  yet  the  bloody  triumphs  cease, 
Retum'd  Atrides  to  the  coast  of  Greece, 
And  safe  to  Ar^s'  port  his  navy  brought. 
With  gifts  of  price,  and  ponderous  treasure  fraught* 
Hence  warn'd,  my  son,  beware !  nor  idly  stand 
Too  long  a  stranger  to  thy  native  land; 
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Lest  heedless  absence  wear  thy  wealth  away, 
While  lawless  feaisters  in  thy  palace  sway  ; 
Perhaps  may  seize  thy  realm,  and  share  the  spoil; 
And  thou  return,  with  disappointed  toil. 
From  thy  vain  journey,  to  a  rifled  isle. 
However,  my  friend,  indulge  one  labour  more. 
And  seek  Atrides  on  the  Spartan  shore. 
He,  wandering  long,  a  wider  circle  made. 
And  many-languag'd  nations  has  surveyed ; 
And  measur'd  tracts  unknown  to  other  ships,' 
Amid  the  monstrous  wonders  of  the  deeps: 
(A  length  of  ocean  and  unbounded  sky, 
Which  scarce  the  sea-fowl  in  a  year  overfly) 
Go  then ;  to  Sparta  take  the  watery  way. 
Thy  ship  and  sailors  but  for  orders  stay ; 
Or  if  by  land  thou  choose  thy  course  to  bend. 
My  steeds,  my  chariots,  and  my  sons  attend: 
Thee  to  Atrides  they  shall  safe  convey. 
Guides  of  thy  road,  companions  of  tliy  way. 
Urge  him  with  truth  to  frame  his  free  replies; 
And  sure  he  will ;  for  Menclaiis  is  wise." 

Thus  while  he  speaks,  the  ruddy  sun  descends. 
And  twilight  gray  her  evening  shade  extends. 
Then  Urns  tlie  blue-ey'd  maid :  "  O  full  of  days ! 
Wise  are  tliy  words,  and  just  are  all  thy  ways. 
Now  immolate  the  tongues,  and  mix  tlie  wine. 
Sacred  to  Neptune  and  the  powers  divine. 
The  lamp  of  day  is  quench*d  beneatli  tlie  deep. 
And  soil  approach  the  balmy  hours  of  sleep : 
Nor  fits  it  to  prolong  the  heavenly  feast; 
Timeless,  indecent,  but  retire  to  rest." 

So  spake  Jove's  daughter,  the  celestial  maid. 
The  sober  train  attended  and  obey'd. 
The  sacred  heralds  on  tlieir  hands  around 
Pour'dthe  full  urns;  the  youths  the  goblets  crown'd:. 
lYom  bowl  to  bowl  the  holy  beverage  flows; 
While  to  the  final  sacrifice  they  rose. 
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The  tongues  they  cast  upon  the  fragrant  flame. 

And  pour,  above,  the  consecrated  stream. 

And  now,  their  thirst  by  copious  dmughts  allay'd. 

The  youthful  hero  and  the'  Athenian  mud 

Propose  departure  from  the  iiniah'd  rite, 

And  in  their  hollow  bark  to  pass  the  night: 

But  this  the  hospitable  sage  denied: 

"  Forbid  it,  Jove !  and  all  the  gods  !  (he  cried) 

Thus  from  my  walls  the  much-lov'd  son  to  send 

Of  such  a  hero,  and  of  such  a  friend  ! 

Me,  as  some  needy  peasant,  would  ye  leave, 

Whom  heaven  denies  the  blessing  to  relieve  f 

Me  would  you  leave,  who  boast  imperial  sway. 

When  beds  of  royal  state  tnvite  your  stay  ? 

No — long  as  life  this  mortal  shall  inspire. 

Or  as  my  children  imitate  their  sire. 

Here  shall  the  wandiering  stranger  find  lus  home. 

And  hospitable  rites  adorn  the  dome.'' 

**  Well  hast  thou  spoke  (the  blue-ey'd  maid  re- 
Beloved  old  man  !  benevolent,  as  wise.         [plies,) 
Be  the  kind  dictates  of  thy  heart  obey'd, 
And  let  thy  words  Telemachus  persuade: 
He  to  thy  palace  shall  thy  steps  pursue; 
1  to  the  ship,  to  give  the  orders  due. 
Prescribe  directions,  and  confirm  the  crew : 
For  I  alone  sustain  their  naval  cares, 
Who  boast  experience  from  these  sUver  hairs; 
All  youths  the  rest,  whom  to  this  journey  move 
Like  years,  like  tempers,  and  their  prince's  love. 
There  in  the  vessel  I  shall  pass  the  night : 
And  soon  as  morning  paints  the  fields  of  light, 
I  go  to  challenge  from  the  Caucons  bold 
A  debt,  contracted  in  the  days  of  old. 
But  this  thy  guest,  receiv'd  with  friendly  care. 
Let  thy  strong  coursers  swift  to  Sparta  bear; 
Prepare  thy  chariot  at  the  dawn  of  day, 
And  be  thy  son  companion  of  his  way." 
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Then  turning  with  the  word,  Minerva  flies. 
And  soars  an  eagle  through  the  liquid  skies: 
Vision  divine  !  the  thronged  spectators  gaze 
In  holy  wonder  fix'd,  and  still  amaze. 
But  chief  the  reverend  sage  admir'd ;  he  took 
The  hand  of  young  Telemachus,  and  spoke  : 

*•  O  happy  youth  !  and  favoured  of  the  skies, ' 
Disting^uish'd  care  of  guardian  deities ! 
"Whose  early  years  for  future  worth  engage. 
No  vulg^  manhood,  no  ignoble  age. 
For  lo  !  none  other  of  the  court  above 
Than  she,  the  daughter  of  almighty  Jove, 
Pallas  herself,  the  war-triumphant  maid; 
Confess'd  is  thine,  as  on£e  thy  lather's  aid. 
So  guide  me,  goddess!  so  propitious  shine 
On  me,  my  consort,  and  my  royal  line ! 
A  yearling  bullock  to  thy  name  shall  smoke, 
Untam'd,  unconscious  of  the  g^ling  yoke. 
With  ample  forehead,  and  yet  tender  horns. 
Whose  budding  honours  ductile  gold  adorns." 

Submissive  thus  the  hoary  sire  preferred 
His  holy  vow:  the  favouring  goddess  heard. 
Then  slowly  rising,  o'er  the  sandy  space 
Precedes  the  father,  foUow'd  by  his  race, 
(A  long  procession)  timely  marching  home 
In  comely  order  to  the  regal  dome. 
There  when  arrived,  on  thrones  around  him  plac'c 
His  sons  and  grandsons  the  wide  circle  grac*<L 
To  these  the  hospitable  sage,  in  sign 
Of  social  welcome,  mix'd  the  racy  wine 
(Late  fi*om  the  mellowing  cask  restor*d  to  light. 
By  ten  long  years  refinM,  and  rosy-bright.) 
To  Pallas  high  the  foaming  bowl  he  crown'd. 
And  sprinkled  large  libations  on  the  ground. 
Each  drinks  a  full  oblivion  of  his  cares. 
And  to  the  gifts  of  balmy  sleep  repairs. 
Deep  in  a  rich  alcove  the  prince  was  laid. 
And  slept  beneath  the  pompous  colonnade; 
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Fast  by  his  side  Pisistratus  lay  spread, 
(In  age  his  equal)  on  a  splendid  bed: 
But  in  an  inner  court,  securely  elos'd, 
The  reverend  Nestor  and  his  queen  repos'd. 

When  now  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn. 
With  rosy  lustre  purpled  o'er  the  lawn ; 
The  old  man  early  rose,  walk'd  forth,  and  sat 
On  polish'd  stone  before  his  palace  gute: 
With  unguepits  smooth  the  lucid  marble  shone. 
Where  ancient  Neleus-sat,  a  rustic  throne; 
But  he  descending  to  the*  infernal  shade. 
Sage  Nestor  fill'd  it,  and  the  sceptre  sway'd. 
His  sons  around  him  mild  obeisance  pay. 
And  duteous  take  the  orders  of  the  day. 
First  Echephron  and  Stratius  quit  their  bed ; 
Then  Perseus,  Aretus,  and  Thrasymed; 
The  last  Pisistratus  arose  from  rest : 
They  came,  and  near  him  plac'd  the  stranger-guest. 
To  Uiese  the  senior  thus  declared  his  will: 
**  My  sons !  the  dictates  of  your  sii*e  fulfil. 
To  Pallas,  first  of  gods,  prepare  the  feast, 
Who  grac'd  our  rites,  a  more  than  mortal  guest. 
Let  one,  despatchful,  bid  some  swain  io  lead 
A  well-fed  bullock  from  the  grassy  mead; 
One  seek  the  harbour  where  the  vessels  moor. 
And  bring  thy  friends,  Telemachus  !  ashore; 
(Leave  only  two  the  galley  to  attend) 
Another  to  Laerceus  must  we  send. 
Artist  divine,  whose  skilful  hands  infold 
The  victim's  liorn  with  circumfusile  gold. 
The  rest  may  here  the  pious  duty  share. 
And  bid  the  handmaids  for  the  feast  prepare. 
The  seats  to  range,  the  fragi-ant  wood  to  bring. 
And  limpid  waters  from  the  living  spring." 

He  said,  and  busy  each  his  care  bestow'd; 
Already  at  the  gates  the  bullock  low'd. 
Already  came  the  Ithacensian  crew. 
The  dext'rous  smith  the  tools  already  drew; 
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His  ponderous  hammer,  and  his  anvil  sound. 
And  the  strong  tongs  to  turn  the  metal  round. 
Nor  was  Minerva  absent  from  the  rite, 
She  view'd  her  honours,  and  enjoy'd  the  sight. 
With  reverend  hand  the  king  presents  the  gold, 
Which  round  the'  intorted  horns  the  gilder  roU'd; 
So  wrought,  as  Pallas  might  with  pride  behold. 
Young  Aretus  from  forth  his  bridal  bow'r 
Brought  tlie  full  laver,  o'er  their  hands  to  pour, 
And  canisters  of  consecrated  flour. 
Stratius  and  Echephron  the  victim  led; 
The  axe  was  held  by  warlike  Thrasymed, 
Ih  act  to  strike  :  before  him  Perseus  stood. 
The  vase  estendinp^  to  receive  the  blood. 
The  }un^  himself  initiates  to  the  pow'r ; 
Scatters  with  quivering  hand  the  sacred  flour. 
And  the  stream  sprinUcs:  from  the  curling  broi 
The  hair  collected  in  the  fire  he  throws. 
Soon  as  due  vows  on  every  part  were  paid. 
And  sacred  wheat  upon  tlie  victim  laid. 
Strong  Thrasyined  discharg*d  the  speeding  bloi 
Full  on  his  neck,  and  cut  the  nerves  in  two. 
Down  sunk  the  heavy  beast:  the  females  round, 
3Iaids,  wives,  and  matrons,  mix  a  shrilling  soun« 
Nor  scom'd  the  queen  tlie  holy  choir  to  join 
(The  first-born  she,  of  old  Clymenus'  line; 
In  youth  by  Nestor  lov'd,  of  spotless  fame. 
And  lov'd  m  age,  Eurydice  by  name.) 
From  earth  tliey  rear  him,  struggling  now  vr 

death; 
And  Nestor's  youngest  stops  the  vents  of  breat] 
The  soul  for  ever  flies  :  on  all  sides  round  [grou 
Streams  tlie  black  blood,  and  smokes  upon  t 
The  beast  they  then  divide,  and  disunite 
The  libs  anri  limbs,  observant  of  the  rite  : 
On  these,  in  double  cawls  involv'd  with  art. 
The  choicest  morsels  lay  from  eveiy  part. 
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The  sacred  sag^  before  his  altar  stands. 
Turns  the  bumt-ofTering  with  his  holy  hands, 
And  pours  the  wine,  and  bids  the  flames  aspire: 
The  youths  with  instruments  surround  the  nre. 
The  thighs  now  sacrihc'd,  and  entrails  dress'd. 
The'  assistants  psLTt,  transfis^  and  boil  the  rest. 
While  these  officious  tend  the  rites  divine. 
The  last  fur  branchcf  the  Nestorean  line. 
Sweet  Polycaste,  took  the  pleasing  toil 
To  bathe  Uie  prince,  and  pour  the  fragrant  oil. 
O'er  hb  fair  limbs  a  flowery  vest  he  threw. 
And  issued,  like  a  |^od,  to  mortal  view. 
His  former  seat  beside  the  king  he  found, 
(His  people's  father  with  his  peers  around) 
All  plac'd  at  ease  the  holy  banquet  join. 
And  in  the  dazzling  goblet  laughs  the  wine. 

The  rage  of  thirst  and  hunger  now  suppress'd, 
The  monarch  turns  him  to  his  royal  guest ; 
And  for  the  promis'd  journey  bids  prepare 
The  smooth-hair'd  horses,  and  the  rapid  car. 
Observant  of  his  word,  the  word  scarce  spoke. 
The  sons  obey,  and  join  them  to  the  yoke. 
Then  bread  and  wine  a  ready  handmaid  brings 
Vnd  presents  such  as  suit  the  state  of  kings. 
The  glittering  seat  Telemachus  ascends: 
Us  faithful  guide,  Pisistratus  attends ; 
/ith  hasty  hand  the  ruling  reins  he  drew : 
e  lash'd  the  coursers,  and  the  coursers  flew, 
meath  the  bounding  yoke  alike  they  held 
leir  equal  pace,  and  smok'd  along  the  field* 
e  towers  of  Pylos  sink,  its  views  decay,  "^ 

>.lds  after  fields  fly  back,  till  close  of  day:         S 
en  sunk  the  sun,  and  darken'd  all  the  way.     j 
"o  Pherx  now,  Diocleus'  stately  seat, 
Alfkheus'  race)  the  weary  youths  retreat. 
house  aflbrds  the  hospitable  rite, 
pleas'd  they  sleep  (the  blessing  of  the  night.) 

DL.  XLII.  f 
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But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
"With  rosy  lustre  purpled  o*er  the  lawn; 
Again  they  mount,  their  journey  to  renew. 
And  from  the  sounding  portico  they  flew. 
Alon^  the  waving  fields  their  way  they  hold» 
The  fields  receding  as  the  chariot  roll'd: 
Then  slowly  sunk  the  ruddy  globe  of  light. 
And  o'er  the  shaded  landscape  rush'd  the  night. 
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TUG  COKTEBXNC^WITH  HESTSLAUS. 

TELEMACHUS,  vHh  Piiistntui,  arrinng  at  Sparta,  i; 
tably  received  bv  Menelaus,  to  whom  be  relates  the  c 
his  cominr,  and  kams  from  him  many  partioiUars  c 
befel  the  Greeks^since  the  destruction  of  Troy.  He 
more  at  large  uppn  the  prophecies  of  Protein  to  mm  ii 
ti  turn,  from  whien. he  acquaints  Telemachus,  that  Ulym 

tained  in  the  islahd  of  Calypso. 
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In  the  meantime  the  suitors  eonsult  to  destroy  Tele 
in  his  voyage  home.  Penelope  is  apprised  of  this,  but  e 
cd  in  a  dream  by  Pallas,  in  the  shape  of  her  sister  Ipthii 
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AvB  novr  proud  Sparta  with  their  wheels  resound% 
Sparta  whose  walk  a  rang^  of  hills  surrounds: 
At  the  &ir  dome  the  rapid  labour  ends; 
Where  sat  Atrides  midst  his  bridal  friends. 
With  double  vows  invoking  Hymen's  pow'r. 
To  bless  his  son's  and  daughter's  nuptial  hour. 

That  day,  to  great  AchiUes'  son  resigned, 
Hemuone,  the  fairest  of  her  kind. 
Was  sent  to  crown  the  long-protracted  joy, 
Espous'd  before  the  fatal  doom  of  Troy: 
With  steeds  and  gilded  cars,  a  gorgeous  train 
Attend  the  nymph  to  Phthia*s  distant  reign. 
Meanwhile  at  home,  to  Megapenthes*  bed 
The  vir^n-choir  Alector's  daughter  led. 
Brave  Magapenthes;  from  a  stol'n  amour 
To  great  Atrides'  age  bi#  handmaid  bore: 
To  Helen's  bed  the  g^s  alone  assign 
Hermione,  to'  extend  the  regal  Une;   •  ^ 
On  whom  a  radiant  pomp  of  graces  wait, 
Besembhng  Venus  in  attractive  state. 

While  this  gay  friendly  troop  the  king  surround, 
With  festival  and  mirth  the  roofs  resound ; 
A  bard  amid  the  joyous  cuxjle  sings 
'High  suiBj  attexnper'd  to  the  vocal  strings; 

l2 
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Whilst,  warbling  lo  the  varied  strain,  advance 
Two  sprightly  youths  to  form  the  bounding  dance 
'Twas  then,  that  issuing  through  the  palace  gate 
The  splendid  car  roll'd  slow  in  regal  state : 
On  the  bright  eminence  young  Nestor  shone. 
And  fast  beside  him  great  Ulysses'  sop. 
Grave  Eteoneus  saw  the  pomp  appear. 
And,  speeding,  thus  addressed  the  royal  ear: 

"  Two  youUis  approach,  whose  semblant  feature 
prove 
Their  blood  devolving  from  the  source  of  Jove. 
Is  due  reception  deign'd,  or  must  they  bend 
Their  doubtful  course  to  seek  a  distant  friend  ?** 

*^  Insensate !  (with  a  sigh  the  king  replies) 
Too  long,  misjudging,  have  1  thou^t  thee  wiM: 
But  sure  relentless  folly  steels  thy  breast. 
Obdurate  to  reject  the  stranger-guest; 
To  those  dear  hospitable  rites  a  foe, 
"Which  in  my  wanderings  oft  relieved  my  wo: 
Fed  by  tlie  bounty  of  another's  board. 
Till  pitying  Jove  my  native  realm  restored— 
Str:ut  be  the  coursers  from  Uie  car  released. 
Conduct  the  youths  to  grace  the  genial  feast.'* 

The  seneschal,  rebuk'd,  in  haste  withdrew; 
With  equal  haste  a  menial  train  pursue: 
Part  led  tlie  coursers,  from  the  car  enlarg'd, 
Each  to  a  crib  with  choicest  gprain  surcharged; 
Part  in  a  portico,  profusely  grac'd 
"With  rich  magnificence,  the  chariot  plac'd; 
Then  to  the  dome  the  friendly  pair  invite. 
Who  eye  the  dazzling  roofs  with  vast  delight, 
Kesplendcnt  as  the  blaze  of  summer-noon. 
Or  the  pale  radiance  of  the  midnight  moon. 
Prom  room  to  room  their  eager  view  they  bend; 
Thence  to  the  bath,  a  beauteous  pile,  descend; 
Where  a  bright  damsel-train  attends  the  guesti 
With  liquid  odours,  and  embroidered  vests. 
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Refresh'd,  they  Widt  them  to  the  bower  of  state. 
Where  circled  with  his  peers  Atrides  sat : 
Throned  next  the  king,  the  fair  attendant  brinjj^ 
The  purest  product  of  the  crystal  springs; 
High  on  a  massy  vase  of  silver  mould. 
The  bumi^'d  laver  flames  with  solid  gold  : 
In  solid  gold  the  purple  vintage  flows. 
And  on  the  board  a  second  banquet  rose. 
When  thus  the  king  with  hospitable  port: 
**  Accept  this  welcome  to  the  Spartan  court; 
The  waste  of  nature  let  the  feast  repair, 
Then  your  high  lineage  and  your  names  declare : 
Say  from  what  sceptred  ancestiy  ye  claim. 
Recorded  eminent  in  deathless  fame  P 
For  vulg^  parents  cannot  stamp  their  race 
With  signatures  of  such  majestic  gp:uce." 

Ceanng,  benevolent  he  straight  assigns 
The  roysS  portion  of  the  choicest  chines 
To  each  accepted  friend :  with  grateful  haste 
They  share  the  honours  of  the  rich  repast. 
Suffic'd,  soft  whispering  thus  to  Nestor's  son. 
His  head  recUn'd,  young  ithacus  begun : 

"  View'st  thou  unmov'd,  O  ever  honour*d  most ! 
These  prodigies  of  art,  and  wondrous  cost  ? 
Above,  beneath,  around  the  palace  shines 
The  sumless  treasure  of  exhausted  mines : 
The  spoils  of  elephants  the  roofs  inlay. 
And  studded  amber  darts  a  golden  ray : 
Such,  and  not  nobler,  in  the  realms  above 
My  wonder  dictates  is  the  dome  of  Jove." 

The  monarch  took  the  word,  and  grave  replied : 
**  Presumptuous  are  the  vaunts,  and  vain  the  pride 
Of  man  who  dares  in  pomp  with  Jove  contest. 
Unchanged,  immortal,  and  supremely  bless'd  ! 
With  all  my  affiuence  when  my  woes  are  weigh'd^ 
Envy  will  own,  the  purchase  dearly  paid. 
For  eight  slow-circhng  years  by  tempest  tost, 
From  Cyprus  to  the  fair  Phoenician  coast. 
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(Sidon  the  capital^  I  stretch'd  my  toil 
Through  regions  nitten'd  with  the  flows  of  Kde. 
Next  Ethiopia's  utmost  bound  explore, 
And  the  parch'd  borders  of  the'  Arabian  shore : 
Then  warp  my  voyage  on  the  southern  gales^ 
O'er  the  warm  Libyan  wave  to  spread  my  sails; 
That  happy  clime !  where  each  revolving  year 
The  teeming  ewes  a  triple  ofTspring  bear. 
And  two  fair  crescents  of  translucent  horn 
The  brows  of  all  their  young  increase  adorn ; 
The  shepherd  swains  with  sure  abundance  blest'dy 
On  the  rat  flock  and  rural  dainties  feast ; 
Nor  want  of  herbage  makes  the  dairy  fail. 
But  every  season  nils  the  foaming  pail. 
Whilst  heaping  unwish'd  wealth,  I  distant  rQ9JD» 
The  best  of  brothers,  at  his  natal  home. 
By  the  dire  fuiy  of  a  traitress  wife. 
Ends  the  sad  evening  of  a  stormy  life: 
Whence  with  incessant  grief  my  soul  annoy'd. 
These  riches  are  possess'd,  but  not  enjoy'd ! 
My  wars,  the  copious  theme  of  every  tongue. 
To  you,  your  fathers  have  recorded  long : 
How  favouring  heaven  repaid  my  glorious  toils 
With  a  sacked  palace,  and  barbaric  spoils. 
Oh !  Iia<l  the  gods  so  large  a  boon  denied^  • 

And  life,  the  just  equivalent,  supplied 
To  those  brave  warriors,  who,  with  glory  fir'd. 
Far  from  their  country  in  my  cause  expir'd ! 
Still  in  short  intervals  of  pleasing  wo, 
Regardful  of  the  friendly  dues  1  owe, 
I  to  the  glorious  dead,  for  ever  dear. 
Indulge  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  tear. 
But  oh !  Ulysses — deeper  tlian  the  rest 
That  sad  idea  wounds  mv  anxious  breast! 
Mv  heart  bleeds  fresh  witli  agonizing  pain ; 
The  bowl,  and  tasteful  viands  tempt  in  vain. 
Nor  sleep's  soft  power  can  close  my  streaming  ejt§t 
When  imag'd  to  my  soul  his  sorrows  lise. 
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No  peril  in  my  cause  he  ceas'd  to  prove, 
His  labours  equall'd  only  by  my  love: 
And  both  alike  to  bitter  fortune  born. 
For  him  to  suffer,  and  for  me  to  mourn ! 
Whether  he  wanders  on  some  friendly  ^oast, 
Or  glides  in  Stygian  gloom  a  pensive  gho^t,' 
No  fame  reveals ;  but  doubtful  of  his  doom. 
His  good  old  sire  witli  sorrow  to  the  tomb 
Declines  his  trembling  steps ;  untimely  carq 
Withers  the  blooming  vigoiu*  of  his  heir; 
And  the  chaste  partner  of  his  bed  and  throne 
Wastes  all  her  widow'd  hours  in  tender  moan." 

Wlule  thus  pathetic  to  the  prince  he  spoke, 
From  the  brave  youth  the  streaming  passion  broke : 
Studious  to  veil  the  grief,  in  vain  repress'd. 
His  face  he  shrouded  with  his  purple  vest. 
The  conscious  monarch  pierc'd  the  coy  disguise. 
And  view'd  his  filial  love  with  vast  surprise : 
Dubious  to  press  the  tender  theme,  or  wsdt 
To  hear  the  youth  inquire  his  father's  fate: 

In  this  suspense  bright  Helen  gracM  the  room; 
Before  her  bre^th'd  a  gale  of  rich  perfume : 
So  moves,  adom'd  with  each  attractive  grace, 
The  silver-shafted  goddess  of  the  chace ! 
The  seat  of  majesty  Adraste  brings, 
With  art  illustrious,  for  the  pomp  of  kings. 
To  spread  the  pall  (beneath  the  regal  chair) 
Of  softest  woof,  is  bright  Alcippe's  care. 
A  silver  canister  divinely  wrought. 
In  her  soft  hands  the  beauteous  Phylo  brought; 
To  Sparta's  ^ueen  of  old  the  radiant  vase 
Alcandra  gave,  a  pledge  of  royal  g^ace : 
For  Potybus  her  lord  (whose  sovereign  sway 
The  wealthy  tribes  of  Pharian  Thebes  obey,) 
When  to  that  court  Atrides  came,  caress'd 
With  vast  munificence  the'  imperial  guest , 
Two  lavers  from  the  richest  ore  refin'd. 
With  silver  tripods,  the  kind  host  assign'd: 
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And,  bounteous,  from  the  royal  treasure  told 

Ten  equal  talents  of  refulgent  gold. 

Alcan(£^  consort  of  his  hig^h  command, 

A  golden  distaiF  gave  to  Helen's  hand; 

And  that  rich  vase,  with  living  sculpture  wrought 

Which  heap'd  with  wool  the   beauteous  Phylo 

brought: 
The  silken  fleece  impurpled  for  the  loom^ 
Rivalled  the  hyacinth  in  vernal  bloom. 
The  sovereign  seat  then  Jove-bom  Helen  press'dy 
And  pleasing  thus  her  sceptred  lord  addressed : 

«  Who  g^race  our  palace  now,  that  friendly  pair. 
Speak  they  their  lineage,  or  their  names  declare  ? 
Uncertain  of  the  truth,  vet  uncontroll'd 
Hear  me  the  bocUngs  oi  my  breast  unfold. 
With  wonder  wrapt,  on  yonder  cheek  1  trace 
The  feature  of  the  Ulyssean  race: 
DiflTus'd  o'er  each  resembling  line  appear. 
In  just  similitude,  the  grace  and  lur 
Of  young  Telemachus,  the  lovely  boy. 
Who  bless'd  Ulysses  with  a  father's  joy. 
What  time  tlie  Greeks  combin'd  their  social  aims^ 
To  avenge  the  stain  of  my  ill-fated  charms  !** 

*<  Just  is  thy  thought,  (the  king  assenting  cries) 
Methinks  Ulysses  strikes  my  wondering  eyes: 
Full  shines  the  father  in  the  filial  frame. 
His  port,  his  features,  and  his  shape  the  same: 
Such  quick  regards  his  sparkling  eyes  bestow; 
Such  wavy  ringlets  o'er  his  shoulders  flow ! 
And  when  he  heard  the  long  disastrous  store 
Of  cares,  which  in  my  cause  Ulysses  Bore, 
Dismay 'd,  heart-wounded  with  paternal  woes. 
Above  restraint  the  tide  of  sorrow  rose : 
Cautious  to  let  the  gushing  grief  appear. 
His  purple  garment  veil'd  the  falling  tear." 

**  See  there  confess'd,  (Pisistratus  replies) 
The  genuine  worth  of  Ithacus  the  wise ! 
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Of  that  heroic  sire  the  youth  is  sprung, 

But  modest  awe  hath  chain'd  his  timorous  ton^e. 

Thy  voice,  O  king !  with  pleas'd  attention  heard, 

Is  Uke  the  dictates  of  a  god  rever'd. 

With  him  at  Nestor's  high  command  I  came, 

Whose  age  I  honour  with  a  parent's  name. 

By  adverse  destiny  constrain'd  to  sue 

For  oounsel  and  redress,  he  sues  to  you. 

Whatever  ill  the  friendless  orphan  bears, 

Bereav'd  of  parents  in  his  infant  years. 

Still  most  the  wron^d  Telemachus  sustain. 

If  hopeful  of  your  aid,  he  hopes  in  vain : 

Affianc'd  in  your  friendly  power  alone. 

The  youth  would  vindicate  the  vacant  throne." 

**  Is  Sparta  bless'd,  and  these  desiring  eyes 
View  my  friend's  son  ?  (the  king  exulting  cries) 
Son  of  my  friend,  by  glorious  toils  approv'd, 
Whose  sword  was  sacred  to  the  man  he  lov'd: 
Mirror  of  constant  faith,  rever'd,  and  moum'd  !— 
When  Troy  was  ruin'd,  had  the  chief  retum'd, 
No  Greek  an  equal  space  had  e'er  possess'd, 
Of  dear  affection,  in  my  grateful  breast. 
I,  to  confirm  the  mutual  joys  we  shar'd. 
For  his  abode  a  capital  prepar'd ; 
Argos  the  seat  of  sovereign  rule  I  chose; 
Fair  in  the  plan  the  future  palace  rose. 
Where  my  Ulysses  and  his  race  might  reign. 
And  portion  to  his  tribes  the  wide  domain. 
To  them  my  vassals  had  resign'd  a  soil. 
With  teeming  plenty  to  reward  their  toil. 
There  with  commutual  zeal  we  both  had  strove 
In  acts  of  dear  benevolence  and  love : 
Brothers  in  peace,  not  rivals  in  command. 
And  deadi  alone  dissolv'd  the  friendly  band! 
Some  envious  power  the  blissful  scene  destroys; 
Vanish'd  are  sJl  the  visionary  joys : 
The  soul  of  friendship  to  my  hope  is  lost. 
Fated  to  wander  from  his  natal  coast !" 
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He  ceas'd;  a  gust  of  grief  began  to  rise  : 
Fast  streams  a  tide  from  beauteous  Helen's  eyes : 
Fast  for  the  sire  the  filial  sorrows  flow ; 
The  weeping  monarch  swells  the  mighty  wo : 
Thy  cheeks,  Pisistratus,  the  tears  bedew. 
While  pictured  to  thy  mind  appeared  in  view 
Thy  martial  brother,*  on  the  Phrygian  plain 
Extended  pale,  by  swarthy  Memnon  slain ! 
But  silence  soon  the  son  of  Nestor  broke. 
And  melting  with  fraternal  pity  spoke : 

"  Frequent,  O  king,  was  Nestor  wont  raise 
And  charm  attention  with  thy  copious  praise  : 
To  crown  thy  various  gifts,  the  sage  assig^'d 
The  glory  of  a  firm  capacious  mind : 
With  that  superior  attribute  control 
This  unavailing  impotence  of  souL 
Let  not  your  roof  with  echoing  g^ief  resound. 
Now  for  the  feast  the  friendly  bowl  is  crown'dr 
But  when  from  dewy  shade  emei^ng  bright 
Aurora  streaks  the  sky  with  orient  light. 
Let  each  deplore  his  dead :  the  rites  of  wo 
Are  all,  alas!  the  living  can  bestow: 
O'er  the  congenial  dust  enjoin'd  to  shear 
The  graceful  curl,  and  drop  tlie  tender  tear. 
Tlien  mingling  in  the  mournful  pomp  with  you, 
1*11  pay  my  brother's  ghost  a  warrior's  due. 
And  mourn  the  brave  Antilochus,  a  name 
Not  unrecorded  in  the  rolls  of  fame ; 
With  strength  and  speed  superior  form'd,  in  fight 
To  face  tlie  foe,  or  intercept  his  flight: 
Too  early  snatch'd  by  fate  ere  known  to  me ! 
I  boast  a  witness  of  his  worth  in  thee." 

"  Young  and  mature !  the  monarch  thus  rejmoir 
In  thee  rcnew'd  the  soul  of  Nestor  shines : 
Form'd  by  the  care  of  that  consummate  ngCf 
In  early  bloom  an  oracle  of  age. 

*  Antilochus. 
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Whene'er  Lis  influence  Jove  vouchsafes  to  show*r 
To  bless  the  natal,  and  the  nuptial  hour ; 
From  the  great  sire  transmissive  to  the  race. 
The  boon  devolving  gives  distinguish'd  grace. 
Such,  happy  Nestor!  was  thy  glorious  doom: 
Around  thee  full  of  years,  thy  offspring  bloom, 
Kxpert  of  arms,  and  prudent  in  debate; 
The  ^fts  of  heaven  to  guard  thy  hoary  state. 
But  now  let  each  becalm  his  troubled  breast. 
Wash,  and  partake  serene  tlie  friendly  feast. 
To  move  thy  suit,  Telemachus,  delay. 
Till  heaven's  revolving  lamp  restores  the  day." 

He  said.     Asphalion  swift  the  laver  brings: 
Alternate  all  partake  the  grateful  springs : 
Then  from  the  rites  of  purity  repair. 
And  with  keen  gust  the  savoury  viands  share. 
Meantime  with  genial  joy  to  warm  the  soul, 
Bright  Helen  mix'd  a  mirth-inspiring  bowl ; 
Temper'd  with  drugs  of  sovereign  use,  to'  assuage 
The  boiling  bosom  of  tumultuous  rage  ; 
To  clear  the  cloudy  front  of  wrinkled  care. 
And  di-y  the  tearful  sluices  of  despair : 
Charm'd  with  that  virtuous  draught,  the'  exalted 
All  sense  of  wo  delivers  to  the  wind:  [mind 

Though  on  the  blazing  pile  his  parent  lay. 
Or  a  lov'd  brother  groan 'd  his  life  away. 
Or  darling  son,  oppress'd  by  ruffian-force. 
Fell  breathless  at  £ds  feet  a  mangled  corse ; 
From  morn  to  eve,  impassive  and  serene, 
The  man  entranc'd  would  view  the  deathful  scene. 
These  drugs,  so  friendly  to  the  joys  of  life. 
Bright  Helen  leam'd  from  Thone's  imperial  wife  ; 
Who  sway'd  the  sceptro  where  prolific  Nile 
With  various  simples  clothes  the  fatten'd  soil. 
With  wholesome  herbage  mix'd,  the  direful  bane 
of  vegetable  venom  taints  the  plain  ; 
Frorn  Paeon  spnmg,  their  patron-god  imparls 
To  all  the  Pharian  race  his  healii^  arts. 

VOL.  xui.  K 
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The  beverage  now  prepar'd  to  inspire  the  feast. 
The  (jircle  thus  the  beauteous  queen  address'd : 

"  Thron'd  in  omnipotence,  supremest  Jove 
Tempers  the  fates  of  human  race  above; 
By  tlie  firm  sanction  of  his  sovereign  will. 
Alternate  are  decreed  our  good  and  ill. 
To  feastful  mirth  be  this  white  hour  assigned. 
And  sweet  discourse,  the  banquet  of  the  mind. 
Myself  assisting  in  the  social  joy. 
Will  tell  Ulysses'  bold  exploit  in  Troy : 
Sole  witness  of  the  deed  I  now  declare ; 
Speak  you  (who  saw)  his  wonders  in  tlie  war. 

"  Seam'd  o'er  with  wounds,  which  his  own  sabre  > 
In  the  vile  habit  of  a  village  slave,  [g^ve. 

The  foe  deceiv'd,  he  pass'd  the  tented  pltdn. 
In  Troy  to  mingle  with  the  hostile  train. 
In  this  attire  secure  from  searching  eyes. 
Till  haply  piercing  through  the  dark  disguise 
The  chief  I  challenged ;  he,  whose  practis*d  wit 
Knew  all  the  serpent-mazes  of  deceit. 
Eludes  my  search :  but  when  his  form  I  view'd 
Fresh  from  the  bath  with  fragrant  oil  renewed. 
His  limbs  in  military  purple  dress'd  ;  [fess'd. 

Each  brightening  grace  the  genuine  Greek  con- 
A  previous  pledge  of  sacred  faith  obtain'd. 
Till  he  the  Imes  and  Argive  fleet  regained. 
To  keep  his  stay  conceaJ'd ;  the  chief  declar*d 
The  plans  of  war  against  the  town  prepar'd. 
Exploring  then  the  secrets  of  the  state. 
He  learn'd  what  best  might  urge  the  Dardan  fate: 
And,  safe  returning  to  tlie  Grecian  host. 
Sent  many  a  shade  to  Pluto's  dreary  coast. 
Loud  grief  resounded  tlirough  tlie  towers  of  Troy, 
But  my  plcas'd  bosom  glow'd  with  secret  joy : 
For  then  with  dire  remorse,  and  conscious  shame, 
1  view'd  the'  effects  of  that  disastrous  fiame. 
Which,  kindled  by  the  imperious  queen  of  love> 
Gonsti-ain'd  me  from  ray  native  realm  to  rove : 
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And  oft  in  bitterness  of  soul  deplor'd 

My  absent  daughter,  and  my  dearer  lord; 

Admir'd  among  the  first  of  human  race. 

For  every  gift  of  mind  and  manly  grace.**      [plays 

"  Right  well,,  (replied  the  king)  your,  speech  dis- 
The  matchless  merit  of  the  chief  you  praise : 
Heroes  in  various  climes  myself  have  found, 
For  martial  deeds  and  depth  of  thought  renown'd; 
But  Ithacus,  unrivall'd  in  !iis  claim, 
May  boast  a  title  to  the  loudest  fame : 
In  battle  calm,  he  guides  the  rapid  storm. 
Wise  to  resolve,  and  patient  to  perform. 
What  wondrous  conduct  in  the  chief  appear'd. 
When  the  vast  fabric  of  the  ste^d  we  rear*d ! 
Some  daemon,  anxious  for  the  Trojan  doom, 
Urg'd  you  with  great  Deiphobus  to  come. 
To*  explore  the  miud;  with  guile  oppos*d  to  g^e. 
Slow-pacing  thrice  around  the'  insidious  pile. 
Each  noted  leader's  name  you  thrice  invoke. 
Your  accent  varying  as  their  spouses  spoke : 
The  pleasing  sounds  each  latent  warrior  warm'd. 
But  most  Tydides'  and  my  heart  alarm'd; 
To  quit  the  steed  we  both  impatient  press. 
Threatening  to  answer  from  the  dark  recess. 
Unmov'd  the  mind  of  Ithacus  remain'd. 
And  the  vain  ardours  of  our  love  restnun'd : 
But  Anticlus,  unable  to  control. 
Spoke  loud  the  language  of  his  yearning  soul : 
Ulysses  straight  with  indignation  fir'd, 
(For  so  the  common  care  of  Greece  requir'd) 
Firm  to  his  lips  his  forceful  hands  applied. 
Till  on  his  tongue  the  flutt'ring  murmurs  died. 
Meantime  Minerva  from  the  fraudful  horse 
Back  to  the  court  of  Priam  bent  your  course." 

**  Inclement  fate !  (Telemachus  replies) 
Frail  is  the  boasted  attribute  of  wise : 
The  leader,  mingling  with  the  vulgar  host, 
Is  in  the  common  m^ss  of  matter  lost  I 
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But  now  let  sleep  tlie  painful  waste  repair 
Of  sad  reflection,  and  corroding  caye/' 

He  ceas'd ;  the  jnenial  fair  tliat  round  her  wait. 
At  Helenas  beck  prepare  tl»e  room  of  state ; 
Beneath  an  ample  portico,  they  spread 
The  downy  fleece  to  form  the  slumb'rous  bed. 
And  o'er  soft  palls  of  purple  grain  unfold 
Rich  tapestry,  stiff  with  inwoven  gold: 
Then  through  the'  illumin'd  dome,  to  balmy  rest 
The'  obsequious  herald  guides  each  princely  guest: 
While  to  his  regal  bower  tlie  king  ascends. 
And  beauteous  Helen  on  her  lord  attends. 

Soon  as  the  morn,  in  orient  purple  dress'd^ 
Unban^d  the  portal  of  the  roseate  east, 
The  monarch  rose ;  mag^flcent  to  view. 
The  imperial  mantle  o'er  his  vest  he  threw ; 
The  gUttering  zone  athwart  his  slioulder  cast^ 
A  Starr}'  falcmon  low-depending  g^rac'd ; 
Clasp'd  on  his  feet  the'  embroider'd  sandals  shines 
And  forth  he  moves,  majestic  and  divine. 
Instant  to  young  Telemachus  he  prcss'd. 
And  thus  benevolent  his  speech  address'd  : 

"  Say,  royal  youth,  sincere  of^soul,  report 
What  cause  hath  led  you  to  the  Spartan  court  ? 
Do  public  or  domestic  cares  constrain 
This  toilsome  voyage  o'er  the  surgy  main  V* 

"  O  highly  favoui'*d  delegate  of  Jove ! 
(Replies  the  prince)  inflam'd  with  fiUal  love. 
And  anxious  none,  to  hear  my  parent's  doom, 
A  suppliant  to  your  royal  court  I  come. 
Our  sovereign  seat  a  lewd  usurping  race 
M'ith  lawU'ss  riot  and  misrule  disgrace  ; 
To  pamperM  insolence  devoted  fall 
Prime  of  the  flock,  and  choicest  of  the  stall: 
For  wild  ambition  wings  their  bold  desire. 
And  all  to  mount  the'  imperial  bed  aspire, 
llut  prostrate  1  implore,  O  king!  relate 
'i'he  mournftil  scries  of  my  fatlicr's  fate ! 
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£ach  known  disaster  of  the  man  disclose^ 
Bom  by  his  mother  to  a  world  of  woes ! 
Hecite  them !  nor  in  errinj^  pity  fear 
To  wound  with  storied  gnet  the  filial  ear : 
If  e'er  Ulysses,  to  reclaim  your  right, 
Avow'd  his  zeal  in  council  or  in  fight. 
If  Phrygian  camps  the  friendly  toils  attest. 
To  the  sire's  merit  give  the  son's  request." 

Deep  from  his  inmost  soul  Atrides  sigh'd. 
And  thus  indignant  to  the  prince  replied : 
<*  Heavens !  would  a  soft,  inglorious,  dastard  train 
An  absent  hero's  nuptial  joys  profane  ! 
So  with  her  young,  amid  the  woodland  shades, 
A  timorous  lund  tne  lion's  court  invades, 
Leaves  in  the  fatal  lair  the  tender  fawns. 
Climbs  the  gr^en  cliff,  or  feeds  the  flowery  lawns: 
Meantime  return'd,  with  dire  remorseless  sway 
The  monarch-savage  rends  the  trembling  prey. 
With  equal  fury,  and  with  e^ual  fame, 
Ulysses  soon  shall  reassert  his  claim. 
O  Jove,  supreme,  whoi]^  gods  and  men  revere  ! 
And  thou,  to  whom  'tis  given  to  gild  the  sphere ! 
With  power  congenial  jom'd,  propitious  aid 
The  chief  adopted  by  the  martial  maid ! 
Such  to  our  wish  the  warrior  soon  restore. 
As  when  contending  on  the  Lesbian  sliorc 
His  prowess  PhilomeUdes  confessed. 
And  loud-acclaiming  Greeks  the  victor  bless'd: 
Then  soon  the*  invaders  of  liis  bed  and  throne. 
Their  love  presumptuous  shall  with  hfe  atone. 
With  patient  ear,  O  royal  youth,  attend 
The  storied  labours  of  thy  father's  friend : 
Fruitful  of  deeds,  the  copious  tale  is  long. 
But  truth  severe  shall  dictate  to  my  tongue ; 
Learn  what  I  heard  the  sea-bom  seer  relate. 
Whose  eye  can  pierce  the  dark  recess  of  fate. 

"  Long  on  the'  Egyptian  coast  by  calms  confin'd> 
Heaven  to  my  fleet  refus'd  a  prosperous  wind: 

K  2 
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No  VOWS  had  we  preferred,  nor  victim  slain ! 
For  this  the  gods  each  favouring  g^e  restrsdn: 
Jealous,  to  see  their  high  behests  obey'd; 
Severe,  if  men  the'  eternal  rites  evade. 
High  o'er  a  gulfy  sea,  the  Pharian  isle 
Fronts  the  deep  roar  of  disemboguing  Nile  ; 
Her  distance  from  the  shore,  the  course  begun 
At  dawn,  and  ending  with  the  setting  sun, 
A  galley  measures ;  when  the  stiffer  |;iJes 
Jlise  on  the  poop,  and  fully  stretch  the  sails. 
There,  anchored  vessels  safe  in  hai'bour  lie, 
While  limpid  springs  the  failing  cask  supply. 

"  And  now  the  twentieth  sun  descending,  laves 
His  glowing  axle  in  the  western  waves ; 
Still  with  expanded  sails  we  court  in  vain 
Propitious  winds  to  waft  us  o'er  the  main : 
And  the  pale  mariner  at  once  deplores 
His  drooping  vigour,  and  exhausted  stores, 
When  lo  !  a  bright  coerulean  form  appears. 
The  fair  Eidothea !  to  dispel  my  feai-s ; 
Proteus  her  sire  divine.     With  pity  press'd. 
Me  sole  the  daughter  of  the  deep  address'd; 
What  time,  with  hunger  pin'd,  my  absent  mates 
Roam  the  wild  isle  in  search  of  rural  cates. 
Bait  the  bai'b'd  steel,  and  from  the  fishy  flood 
Appease  the'  afiiictive  fierce  desire  of  food. 

*  Whoe'er  thou  art  (the  azure  goddess  cries) 
Thy  conduct  ill  deserves  the  praise  of  v/ise : 
Is  death  thy  choice,  or  misery  thyijoast^ 
That  here  inglorious  on  a  ban-en  coast 
Thy  brave  associates  droop,  a  meagre  train. 
With  famine  pale,  and  ask  thy  care  in  vain  ?' 

"  Struck  with  the  kind  reproacli,  1  straight  reply: 
Whate'er  thy  title  in  thy  native  sky, 
A  goddess  sure !  for  more  than  mortal  grace 
Speaks  thee  descendant  of  ethereal  race; 
Deem  not,  that  hei'e  of  choice  my  fleet  remsuns; 
Some  heavenly  power  averse  my  stay  constnuns: 
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O,  piteous  of  my  fate,  vouchsafe  to  show 
(For  what's  sequester'd  from  celestial  view  ?) 
"What  power  becalms  the'  innavigable  seas  ? 
"What  guilt  provokes  him,  and  what  vows  appease  ? 

"  1  ceas'd ;  when  aAable  the  goddess  cried : 
*  Observe,  and  in  tlie  truths  I  speak  confide: 
The  orac'lous  seer  frequents  the  Pharian  coast, 
From  whose  high  bed  my  birth  divine  1  boast; 
Proteus,  a  name  tremendous  o'er  the  main. 
The  delegate  of  Neptune's  watery  reign. 
"Watch  with  insidious  care  his  known  abode; 
There  fast  in  chains  constrain  the  various  god: 
Who  bound,  obedient  to  superior  force, 
Unerring  will  prescribe  your  destin'd  course. 
If  studious  of  your  realms,  you  then  demand 
Their  state,  ance  last  you  left  your  natal  land ; 
Instant  the  god  obsequious  will  disclose 
Bright  tracts  of  glory,  or  a  cloud  of  woes.' 

*•  She  ceas'd,  and  suppliant  thus  I  made  reply: 
O  goddess !  on  thy  aid  my  hopes  rely; 
Dictate,  propitious,  to  my  duteous  ear 
"What  arts  can  captivate  the  changeful  seer: 
For  perilous  the'  essay,  unheard  the  toil, 
To  elude  the  prescience  of  a  god  by  giiile. 

"  Thus  to  the  goddess  mild  my  suit  I  end. 
Then  she:  *  Obedient  to  my  rule,  attend: 
Vlien  through  the  zone  of  heaven  the  mounted  sun 
Hath  joumey'd  half,  and  half  remains  to  nm; 
The  seer,  while  zephyrs  curl  the  swelling  deep. 
Basks  on  the  breezy  shore,  in  grateful  sleep. 
His  oozy  limbs.    Emerging  from  the  wave. 
The  Phocac  swift  surround  his  rocky  cave. 
Frequent  and  full;  the  consecrated  train 
Of  her,*  whose  azure  trident  awes  the  main: 
There  wallowing  warm,  the'  enormous  herd  exliales- 
An  dUy  steam,  and  taints  the  noon-tide  gales. 

*  Amphitrite. 
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To  that  recess,  commodious  for  surprise. 
When  purple  light  shall  neict  suffuse  the  skies, 
"With  me  repair ;  and  from  tliy  warrior  band 
Three  chosen  chiefs  of  dauntless  soul  command: 
Let  their  auxiliar  force  befriend  the  toil. 
For  strong  the  god,  and  perfected  in  guile. 
.  Stretch'd  on  the  shelly  shore,  he  first  surveys 
The  flouncing  herd  ascending  from  the  seas; 
Their  number  summ'd,  repos*d  in  sleep  profound 
The  scaly  charge  their  guardian  god  surround : 
So  with  his  battening  flocks  the  careful  swain 
Abides,  pavilion'd  on  the  grassy  pUun. 
"Witli  powers  united,  obstinately  bold. 
Invade  him,  couch'd  amid  the  scaly  fold. 
Instant  he  wears,  elusive  of  the  rape. 
The  mimic  force  of  every  savage  shape : 
Or  gUdes  with  liquid  lapse  a  murmuring  stream. 
Or  wrapt  in  flame,  he  glows  at  every  limb. 
Yet  still  retentive,  with  redoubled  might 
Through  each  vain  passive  form  constrain  his  flight. 
But  when,  his  native  shape  resum'd,  he  stands 
Patient  of  conquest,  and  your  cause  demands; 
The  cause  that  urg'd  the'bold  attempt  declare. 
And  sooth  the  vanquish'd  with  a  victor's  pray'r. 
The  bands  rclax'd,  implore  the  seer  to  say 
"What  godhead  interdicts  the  wat'ry  way  ? 
Who  straight  propitious,  in  prophetic  stnun 
Will  teach  you  to  repass  tlie*  unmeasured  nuun.* 
She  ceas*d,  and  bounding  from  the  shelfy  shore. 
Round  the  descending  njrmph  the  waves  redound- 
ing roar. 
"  High  wrapt  in  wonder  of  the  future  deed. 
With  joy  impetuous  to  the  port  I  speed: 
The  wants  of  nature  with  repast  suffice. 
Till  night  with  grateful  sliade  involved  the  slde% 
And  shed  ambrosial  dews.     Fast  by  the  deep, 
Alpng  the  tented  shore,  in  balmy  sleep. 
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•es  were  lost.    When  o'cr^he  eastern  lawn, 
on  robes  the  daughter  of  the  dawn 
'd  her  rosy  steps ;  before  the  bay, 
ual  honours  to  the  gods  I  pay ; 
sekthe  place  the  sea-born  nymph  assigned, 
iree  associates  of  undaunted  mind. 
,  to  form  along  the'  appointed  strand 
:h  a  bed,  she  scoops  tJie  hilly  sand: 
Tom  her  Uzure  car  the  finny  spoils 
yast  Phocae  takes,  to  veil  her  wiles : 
li  the  finny  spoils  extended  prone, 
»il !  the  prophet's  piercing  eye  to  shun; 
>m  the  corse,  the  scaly  frauds  diffuse 
ury  stench  of  oil,  and  brackish  ooze: 
bright  sea-maid's  gentle  power  implor'd, 
sctaPd  drops  the  sickening  sense  restor'd. 
lis  till  the  sun  had  travell'd  half  the  sides 
I'd  we  lie,  and  wait  the  bold  emprise : 
iironging  quick  to  bask  in  open  ur, 
cks  ci  ocean  to  the  strand  repair : 
1  on  the  sunny  sand,  the  monsters  sleeps 
roteus,  mounting  from  the  hoary  deep, 
J  his  charge,  unknowing  of  deceit : 
sr  told,  we  make  the  sum  complete) 
with  tlie  false  review,  secure  he  lies, 
iden  slumbers  press  his  droopingf  eyes, 
f  impetuous  foi*th,  we  straight  prepare 
is  onset  with  the  sound  of  war, 
muting  seize  the  god :  our  force  to  evade 
ous  arts  he  soon  resumes  in  aid: 
low,  he  curls  a  surgy  mane; 
,  our  bands  a  spotted  pard  restrain ; 
rm'd  witli  tusks,  and  lightening  in  his  eyes,, 
s  obscener  shape  tlie  god  belies: 
Y  volumes,  there  a  dragon  rides ; 
rom  our  strict  embrace  a  stream  he  glides : 
t,  subline  his  stately  growth  he  rears, 
and  well-dissembled  foliage  wears. 


110  7HB  ODT88ET.  JB9Qk  4. 

Vian  efforts !  with  superior  powers  compress'd. 
Me  with  reluctance  thus  the  seer  acHress'd  : 
•  Say,  son  of  Atreus,  say  what  g-od  inspired 
This  daring*  fraud,  and  wiiat  the  boon  desir*d  ?* 

**  I  thus: — *  O  thou,  whose  certain  eye  foneeB 
The  fix'd  event  of  fate's  remote  decrees; 
After  long  woes,  and  various  toil  indur'd^ 
Still  on  this  desert  isle  my  fleet  is  inoor'd; 
Unfriended  of  the  gales.     All-knowing!  say, 
Wliat  godhead  interdicts  the  watery  way  ? 
What  vows  repentant  will  the  power  appease^ 
To  speed  a  prosperous  voyage  o'er  the  seas  ?* 

*  To  Jove  (with  stem  regard  the  god  replies) 
And  all  the'  offended  synod  of  the  skies. 
Just  hecatombs  with  due  devotion  slain. 
Thy  guilt  absolv'd,  a  prosperous  voya^  g»xa. 
To  the  firm  sanction  of  thy  fate  attend ! 
An  exile  thou,  nor  cheering  face  of  friend. 
Nor  sight  of  natal  sliore,  nor  regul  dome 
Shalt  yet  enjo}',  but  still  art  doom'd  to  roam. 
Once  more  the  Nile,  who  from  the  secret  source 
Of  Jove's  higii  seat  descends  with  sweepy  force* 
Must  view  his  billows  white  beneath  thy  oar. 
And  altars  blaze  along  his  sangtiine  shore. 
Then  will  the  gods,  with  holy  pomp  ador'd. 
To  thy  long  vows  a  safe  return  accord.' 

"  He  ceas'd:  heart- woundod  with  afflictive  pais 
(Doom'd  to  repeat  the  perils  of  the  main, 
A  shelfy  tract,  and  long!)  *0  seer,  I  cry, 
To  the  stern  sanction  of  the*  offended  sky 
My  prompt  obedience  bows.     But  deign  to  aaf. 
What  fate  prajjitious,  or  what  dire  dismay 
Sustain  those  peers,  the  relics  of  our  host, 
Wliom  I  with  Nestor  on  the  Phrygian  coast 
Embracing  left  ?     Must  I  the  warriors  weep, 
Whelm'd  m  the  bottom  of  the  monstrous  deep ' 
Or  did  the  kind  domestic  friend  deplore 
The  breathless  heroes  on  their  native  shore  ?* 
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*ss  not  too  far,  (replied  the  god)  but  ceue 
[>w,  what  known  will  violate  thy  peace: 
inous  of  their  doom !  with  friendly  wo 
reast  will  heave,  and  tears  eternal  flow, 
ve !  the  rest,  a  lamentable  train ! 
the  dark  bounds  of  Pluto's  dreaiy  reig^, 
foremost  in  the  roll  of  Mars  renown'd, 
:  arms  with  conquest  in  thy  cause  were 

crown'd, 
T  disastrous  fate:  by  tempests  tost, 
1  lives  wretched  on  a  distant  coast. 
Neptune  rescued  from  Minerva's  hate, 
rae,  safe  Oilean  Ajax  sat, 
,p  o'crwhelm'd:  but  frowning  on  the  floods, 
is  he  roar'd  defiance  to  the  gods; 
own  prowess  all  the  glory  gave, 
:)wer  defrauding  who  vouchsaf'd  to  save, 
eard  the  raging  ruler  of  the  main; 
ear,  indignant  for  such  high  disdain, 
nch'd;  dividing  with  his  forky  mace 
erial  summit  fi*om  the  marble  base: 
►ck  rush'd  sea-ward  with  impetuous  roar 
'd,  and  to  the'  abyss  the  boaster  bore. 
Juno's  guardian  aid,  the  wat'ry  vast, 
:  of  storms,  your  royal  brother  past; 
asting  nigli  the  cape,  where  Malea  shroudft 
iry  cEfls  amid  sun*ounding  clouds, 
•ling  gust  tumultuous  from  the  shore, 

the  deep  his  labouring  vessel  bore. 
U-fated  hour  the  coast  he  gain'd, 

late  in  regal  pomp  Thyestes  reign'd; 
len  his  hoary  honours  bow'd  to  fate, 
lus  govern'd  in  paternal  state, 
rges  now  subside,  tlie  tempest  ends ; 
lis  tall  ship  the  king  of  men  descends; 
fondly  thinks  the  gods  conclude  his  toil; 
•m  his  own  domain  salutes  the  soil: 
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With  rapture  oft  the  verge  of  Greece  reviews^ 
And  the  dear  turf  with  tears  of  joy  bedews. 
Him  thus  exulting  on  the  difltant  strand, 
A  spy  distinguished  from  bis  aixy  stand; 
To  bribe  whose  vigilance,  Egy^hus  told 
A  mighty  sum  of  ill  persiuuling  gold: 
There  watch'd  this  guardian  of  his  guil^  fear, 
Till  the  twelf^  moon  had  wbeel'd  faer  pale  canoe 
And  now  admonish'd  by  his  eye,  to  court  ^ 

With  terror  winged  conveys  the  dread  report. 
Of  deathful  arts  expert,  his  lord  employs 
The  ministers  of  blood  in  dark  surprise; 
And  twenty  youths  in  radiant  mail  incas'd, 
(.'lose  ambush'd  nigh  the  spacious  hall  he  placed. 
Then  bids  prepare  the  hospitable  treat: 
Vain  shows  of  love  to  veil  his  ifelon-hate  ! 
To  jjrace  the  victor's  welcome  from  the  wars* 
A  train  of  coursers,  and  triumphal  cars. 
Magnificent  he  leads:  the  royal  guest. 
Thoughtless  of  ill,  accepts  tlie  fraudfiU  feast. 
The  troop  forth  issuing  from  the  dark  recess. 
With  homicidal  rage  the  king  oppress! 
So,  whilst  he  feeds  luxurious  in  tiie  stall. 
The  sovereign  of  the  herd  is  doom'd  to  fall. 
The  partners  of  his  fame  and  toils  at  Troy, 
Aj-ound  their  lord,  a  mighty  ruin  !  he: 
Mix*d  witli  the  brave,  tlie  base  invaders  bleed; 
Egysthus  sole  survives  to  boast  the  deed.' 

"  He  said;  chill  horrors  shook  my  shivering  stii 
Rack'd  with  convulsive  pangs  in  dust  1  roll  j 
And  hate,  in  madness  of  extreme  despair. 
To  view  the  sun,  or  breatlie  the  vital  ^r: 
But  when  superior  to  the  rage  of  wo, 
I  stood  restored,  and  tears  had  ceas'd  to  flow; 
Lenient  of  grief,  the  pitying  god  beg^n — 
•  Forget  the  brother,  and  resume  tlie  man: 
To  fate's  s'lpreme  dispose  the  dead  resign. 
That  cai'e  be  fatc*s,  a  speedy  passage  thmc. 
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Still  lives  the  wretch  who  wioug^ht  the  death  de^ 

plor*d. 
But  lives  a  victim  for  thy  vengeful  sword; 
Unless  with  filial  rage  Orestes  glow, 
And  swift  prevent  the  meditated  blow: 
You  timely*  will  return  a  welcome  giiest, 
With  him  to  share  the  sad  funereal  feast.' 

«*  He  ssdd:  new  thoughts  my  beating  heart  emploj;^ 
My  gloomy  soul  receives  a  gleam  of  joy. 
Fair  hope  revives;  and  eager  I  addressed 
The  pf  escient  godhead  to  reveal  the  rest. 
'  The  doom  decreed  of  tliose  disastrous  two 
I've  heard  with  pun,  but  oh !  the  tale  pursue; 
What  third  brave  son  of  Mars  the  fates  constrain 
To  roam  the  howUng  desert  of  the  m^n: 
Or  in  eternal  shade  if  cold  he  lies. 
Provoke  new  sorrow  from  these  grateful  eyes.* 

•  That  chief  (rejoin'd  the  god)  his  race  derive* 
From  Ithaca,  and  wondrous  woes  survives; 
Laertes'  son :  girt  with  circumfluous  tides. 
He  still  calamitous  constraint  abides. 
Him  in  Cah^iso's  cave  of  late  1  view'd, 
"When  streaming  grief  his  faded  cheek  bedew'd. 
But  vain  his  prayer,  his  arts  are  vain,  to  move 
The'  enamour*d  goddess,  or  elude  her  love  : 
His  vessel  sunk,  and  dear  companions  lost. 
He  Uves  reluctant  on  a  foreign  coast. 
But  oh,  belov'd  by  heaven  !  reserv'd  to  thee 
A  happier  lot  tlie  smiling  fates  decree ! 
Free  from  that  law,  beneath  whose  mortal  sway 
l^Iatter  is  changed,  and  varying  forms  decay, 
EKuum  shall  be  thine;  the  btissful  plains 
Of'^utmost  earth,  where  Rhadamanthus  reigns. 
Joys  ever  young,  unmix'd  with  pain  or  fear. 
Fill  the  wide  circle  of  the'  eternal  year : 
Stem  winter  smiles  on  that  auspicious  clime  ^ 
The  fields  are  florid  with  unfading  prime  ; 
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From  the  bleak  pole  no  wiiidit  inclement  bloWn 
Mould  the  roiiiKi  liail^  or  fluke  the  fleecy  snow; 
But  from  the  breezy  deep  the  blcMtt'd  inhale 
The  frugrant  miirinurH  of  tlie  western  i^ule. 
ThiH  |p*aicc  pecuhar  will  the  godn  afford 
To  thee  tlie  Hon  of  Jove,  and  beauteous  Helen's 
lord.* 

<*  He  cean'd,  and  phinfpng  in  that  vant  profound. 
Beneath  the  f^od  the  whirhnff  billows  bound. 
Then  Hpcedinf^  hack,  involvM  in  variou.<t  tliou^ht^ 
My  frienils  attendin|^  at  the  shore  1  souj^U 
Arrived,  the  rag'e  of  hunger  we  control, 
Till  night  with  silent  sha<le  invests  the  pole  ; 
Then  lose  the  cares  of  life  in  pleasing  rest.— 
Boon  as  the  morn  re; veals  the  rom^ate  east, 
IVith  sails  we  wing  the  masts,  ouc  anchors  wcij^. 
Unmoor  the  fleet,  and  rush  into  the  sea. 
liang'd  on  the  banks,  beneath  our  equal  oars 
White  curl  the  waves,  and  the  vex'd  ocean  roan. 
Thru  «>t<:(:ring  backward  from  tlie  I'harian  isle. 
We  gain  iUu  stream  of  .Iove-<lescenfled  Nile  : 
Tfierc  (jiiit  the  hhipH,  and  on  the  de.stui'd  siiore 
With  ritual  hocatrinibs  the  gods  adore  : 
Their  wrath  at.onM,  to  Agamemnon's  name 
A  cenotaph  1  raise  of  cleuthless  fame. 
Thehr  rite.H  to  piety  and  grief  discharged, 
Tlu^  friendly  gods  a  sjninging  gale  enlarf^dt 
The  fleet  swift,  lilting  o*er  the  surges  flew. 
Till  (Grecian  elifls  apprar'd,  a  blii^sfid  view  ! 

**  Thy  patient  ear  liath  heard  me  long  relate 
A  story,  Iriiitful  of  diHastrous  fate: 
And  now,  young  princcr,  indulge  my  fond  request; 
Be  Soarta  honowrM  with  his  royal  gucht. 
Till  from  hit  eastf-rn  goal,  the  joyous  sun 
fli.H  twelfth  diurnal  raee  hegin.s  to  run. 
Meantime  my  train  the  friendly  gifts  prepare, 
'V\\Ti:n  sprightly  C0MrMer».  and  a  polinhM  car; 
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With  thrM*,  A  gvibirt  of  cuparlfiiifi  mould, 
FiffiirM  with  uri  to  dij^mfy  ihr  ^olil, 
(FoniiM  fc»r  libulioii  to  liir  ^mln)  hIiuII  prorr 
A  plfclf;^*  hihI  iiioiiuiiuMit  ofnucrril  hivi-.** 

"  My  (|uick  rrliirn    yomif;'  Itimrus  rcjoiiiM) 
Daiiipi  the  wuriti  wiiihrii  oC  my  ruptnrM  iiiiml: 
Pid  not  my  ('»tc  my  iiiMMlfiil  huHlc  roiiHiruin, 
ChaniiM  liy  your  Hprrcii,  go  ^nicrfii]  hikI  humane, 
fAtnX  111  clcliffht.  ttir  circlmif  ynir  would  nilt, 
IViidr  dcrp  attention  (ixM  my  hHl<iiin|f  mouI. 
But  now  to  I'yic  pfniiit  my  di-ntiird  way, 
My  lov'd  asMoriiiicH  chide  my  lon^f  ddiiy : 


Horrid  with  cliH'^,  our  mfu|^?  land  laUowii 
Thin  hrrhai^*  for  the  iiioiintaiii  j^oat  to  hmwM, 
Hut  nnthf'r  inr:ui  nor  plain  Nupphc^,  to  frcd 
Tin*  iipnj^htlv  roiir.HfT,  or  iiidiil)n>  lij^f  sprcd  ■ 
To  4r;i-HiirroiiniIr(|  n.'drir*  the-  i^ods  ;i  .sij^ti 
Sliiull  tract  ot'lrrtdr  l.iMii,  tin-  li-ust  In  iiiiric.** 

Ills  h.iiid  th''  kirif^  witli  Inifli  r  pH.Mdii  pris*i*J, 
Ami  -.iiidiui^,  tlius  tli«"  fo\nl  \()iitli  ;n|flr«  ••■iM  ■ 
"O  «  itrlv  WDi'ili  •  a  M'liil  sf»  vvi'ii",  aid  whiiij;-, 
I'mclaitiM  \oii  IroMi  tin*  'la^i-  t  l\i'.<  •.  'ipi"i,ii|^. 
S'l-  1 1.  •!  tifuii  m\   slons,  of"  iiiat(  Mi-ss  pn*  •  , 
An  urn  shall  ncoinpi-n  .<■  yitni*  |)niil<  nl  (Ii'ik  <*, 
N'li  ni«  an  flir  inass>   nioiild  f»f  mUi  r  jm'.u'M 
liv  Vui^'an''!  art,  llir  \i  r,n-  ullli  j'oiil  i  n*  li.i'.M  . 
A   plr«l)"f«'  Uir  '.n  plt(«l  jmui  r  of  ^Ml^ll|  j;a\t  , 
Winn  to  111*.  r<-alni  i  plimjHiM  lln-  oim  nt  uavr.** 

'riiw;  llirv  allrrnali-  ,  wlnlr  uilli  aitfid  ralT 
Tli»'  MH-nial  train  tlic  ii  j^al  f<a'.»  pn  pan 
Th**  firsllinj^H  of  tin-  Wtnk  an    dorun'd  l<i  «li»-, 
Ki«"h  l"raj',rant  uinrh  Mh-  <lH'c'rMij;-  Imwl  supply  , 

A  fiinuli-  hand  tin-  |;-fl  ni  ('*-ri"i  hrinj;"; 

Ami  llic  v;ill  rooi'b  Willi  genial  tnutii])li  rini'; 
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Meanwiule,  in  Ithaca,  the  suitor  pow'ra 
In  active  games  divide  their  jovial  hours: 
in  areas  varied  with  mosaic  art. 
Some  whirl  the  disk,  and  some  the  javelin  dart. 
Aside,  sequester'd  from  the  vast  resort, 
Antinous  sat  spectator  of  the  sport; 
With  great  Eurymachus,  of  worth  confess'd» 
And  hig^h  descent,  superior  to  the  rest; 
Whom  young  Noemon  lowly  thus  address'd:        _ 

**  My  ship  equipped  within  the  neighbouring^  port. 
The  prince,  departing  for  the  PyUan  court. 
Requested  for  his  speed;  but  courteous,  say 
When  steers  he  home,  or  why  this  long  delay  ? 
For  Elis  I  should  sail  with  utmost  speed. 
To'  import  twelve  mares  with  their  luxuriouB  feed* 
And  twelve  young  mules,  a  strong  laborious  Tftce« 
New  to  the  plough,  unpractised  in  the  trace." 

Unknowing  of  the  course  to  Pyle  deaign'd, 
A  sudden  horror  seiz'd  on  either  mind : 
The  prince  in  rural  bower  tliey  fondly  thought. 
Numbering  his  flocks  and  herds,  not  far  remote. 
"  Relate  (Antinous  cries,)  devoid  of  guile. 
When  spread  the  prince  his  sail  for  distant  Pyle  ^ 
Did  chosen  chiefs  across  the  giiify  main 
Attend  his  voyage,  or  domestic  train  ? 
Spontaneous  did  you  speed  his  secret  course. 
Or  was  the  vessel  seiz'd  by  fraud  or  force  ?*" 

"  With  willing  duty,  not  reluctant  mind, 
(Noemon  cried)  the  vessel  was  resign'd. 
Who  in  the  balance,  with  the  great  affairs 
Of  courts,  presume  to  weigh  their  private  cares  ? 
With  him,  tlie  peerage  next  in  power  to  you; 
And  Mentor,  captain  of  the  lordly  crew. 
Or  some  celestial  in  his  reverend  form. 
Safe  from  the  secret  rock  and  adverse  storm. 
Pilots  the  course  :  for  when  the  glimmering  ny 
Of  yester  dawn  disclos'd  the  tender  day. 
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Mentor  himself  I  saw,  and  much  admir'd  "— 
Then  ceas'd  the  youth,  and  from  the  court  retir*d. 

Confounded  and  appall'd,  the'  unfinish'd  game 
The  suitors  quit,  and  all  to  council  came : 
Antinous  first  the'  assembled  peers  address'd. 
Rage  sparkling  in  his  eyes,  and  burning  in  his 
breast. 

*<  O  shame  to  manhood !  shaU  one  daring  boy 
The  scheme  of  all  our  happiness  destroy  ? 
Fly  unperceiv'd,  seducing  half  the  flower 
Of  nobles,  and  invite  a  foreign  power  f 
The  ponderous  engine  rais'd  to  crush  us  all^ 
Recoiling,  on  his  head  is  sure  to  fall. 
Instant  prepare  me,  on  the  neighbouring  strand. 
With  twenty  chosen  mates  a  vessel  mann'd  ; 
For  ambush'd  close  beneath  the  Samian  shore 
His  ship  returning  shall  my  spies  explore: 
He  soon  his  rashness  shall  with  life  atone, 
Seek  for  his  father's  fate,  ))ut  find  his  own." 

With  vast  applause  the  sentence  all  approve; 
Then  rise,  and  to  the  feastful  hall  remove: 
Swift  to  the  queen  the  herald  Medon  ran. 
Who  heard  the  consult  of  the  dire  divan : 
Before  her  dome  the  royal  matron  stands, 
And  thus  the  message  of  his  haste  demands : 

"  What  will  the  suitors  ?  must  my  servant  train 
The'  allotted  labours  of  the  day  refrain, 
For  them  to  form  some  exquisite  repast  P 
Heaven  grant  this  festival  may  prove  their  last ! 
Or  if  they  still  must  live,  from  me  remove 
The  double  plague  of  luxury  and  love ! 
Forbear,  ye  sons  of  insolence  !  forbear. 
In  riot  to  consume  a  wretched  heir. 
In  the  young  soul  illustrious  thought  to  raise. 
Were  ye  not  tutor'd  with  Ulysses*  praise  ? 
Have  not  your  fathers  oft  my  lord  defin'd. 
Gentle  of  speech,  beneficent  of  mind  ? 
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Some  kings  with  arbitrary  rage  devour, 
Or  in  their  tyrant  minions  vest  the  pow'r: 
Ulysses  let  no  partial  favours  fall. 
The  people's  parent,  he  protected  all : 
But  absent  now,  pei'fidious  and  ingratc ! 
His  stores  ye  ravage,  and  usurp  his  state.'' 

He  thus:  "  O  were  the  woes  you  speak  the  worst; 
They  form  a  deed  more  odious  and  accurs'd; 
More  dreadful  than  your  boding  soul  divines: 
But  pitying  Jove  avert  the  dire  designs  1 
The  darling  object  of  your  royal  care 
Is  mark'd  to  perish  in  a  deathful  snare ; 
Before  he  anchors  in  bis  native  port. 
From  Pyle  resailing  and  the  Spartan  court ; 
Horrid  to  speak !  in  ambush  is  decreed 
The  hope  and  heir  of  Ithaca  to  bleed !" 

Sudden  she  sunk  beneath  the  weighty  woes. 
The  vital  streams  a  chilling  horror  ii^oze: 
The  big  round  tear  stan4s  trembling  in  her  eye. 
And  on  her  tongue  imperfect  accents  die. 
At  length,  in  tender  language,  interwove 
With  sighs,  she  thus  expressed  her  anxious  lovc: 
"  Why  rashly  would  my  son  his  fate  explore. 
Ride  the  wild  waves,  and  quit  the  safer  shore  f 
Did  he,  with  all  the  greatly  wretched,  crave 
A  blank  oblivion,  and  a  friendly  g^ve  V 

"  Tis  not  (replied  the  sage )  to  Medon  given 
To  know,  if  some  inhabitant  of  heaven 
In  his  young  breast  tlie  daring  thought  inspired. 
Or  if  alone,  with  filial  duty  tir*d. 
The  winds  and  waves  he  tempts  in  early  bloomy 
Studious  to  learn  his  absent  father's  doom." 

The  sage  retir'd:  unable  to  control 
The  mighty  griefs  that  swell  her  labouring  soul. 
Rolling  convulsive  on  tlie  floor,  is  seen 
The  piteous  object  of  a  prostrate  q'leen. 
Words  to  her  dumb  complaint  a  pause  suppUeSy 
And  breath,  to  wtuite  in  unavailing  criw. 
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1  their  9oyei*eign  wept  the  menial  fair, 
om  she  thus  addressed  her  deep  despair: 
hold  a  wretch  whom  all  the  gpods  conai^ 
!  Did  ever  sorrows  equal  mine  ? 

0  my  joys  my  dearest  lord  is  lost^ 
intry's  buckler,  and  the  Grecian  boast: 
t>m  my  fond  embrace,  by  tempests  tom» 
ier  column  of  the  state  is  borne: 

ok  a  kind  adieu,  nor  sought  consent !— • 

1  confederates  in  lut  dire  intent ! 

}  it  with  your  shows  of  duteous  zeal, 
ne  the  purpos'd  voyM^e  to  conceal: 
b  at  the  solemn  midmght  hour  he  rose, 
id  you  fear  to  trouble  my  repose  ? 
ler  had  obey'd  my  fond  desire, 
I  his  mother  pierc'd  with  grief  expire, 
lius  quick  attend,  the  faithful  slave 
to  my  nuptial  train  Icarius  gave, 
end  the  fruit-g^ves:  with  incessant  speed 
U  this  violence  of  death  decreed, 
•d  Laertes  tell.     Experienc'd  age 
nely  intercept  the  ruffian-rage, 
le  tile  tribes,  the  murderous  plot  reveal, 
their  power  to  save  his  race  appeal." 
1  Euryclea  thus:  "  My  dearest  dread! 
a  to  the  sword  I  bow  this  hoary  head^ 
dungeon  be  the  pain  decreed, 
ne  conscious  of  the*  unpleasing  deed: 
r  to  his  flight,  my  aid  implor'c^ 
4ne  and  viands  I  the  vessel  stor'd: 
nn  oath  impos'd,  the  secret  seal'd, 
J  twelfth  dawn  the  Ught  of  heaven  reveal'd. 
ig  the'  effect  of  a  fond  mother's  fear,  • 
'd  not  violate  your  royal  ear. 
he,  and  in  imperial  robes  array'd* 
e  devotions  to  the  martial  maid, 
St  affianc'd  in  her  guardian  aid. 
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Send  not  to  good  I^aertes,  nor  engagfc 
In  toils  of  state  the  miseries  of  age: 
Tis  impious  to  surmise,  the  powers  divine 
To  ruin  doom  the  Jove-descended  line: 
Long  shall  the  race  of  just  Arcesius  reign. 
And  isles  remote  enlarge  his  old  domain.'* 

The  queen  her  speech  with  calm  attention  hen% 
Her  eyes  restrain  the  silver-streaming  tears: 
She  bathes,  and,  rob'd,  the  sacred  dome  ascends: 
Her  pious  speed  a  female  train  attends: 
Tlie  salted  cakes  in  canisters  are  laid. 
And  thus  the  queen  invokes  Minen'a's  aid: 
«  Daughter  divine  of  Jove!  whose  arm  can  wield 
The'  avenging  bolt,  and  shake  the  dreadful  shield! 
If  e'er  Ulysses  to  thy  fane  preferr'd 
I'hc  best  and  choicest  of  his  flock  and  herd; 
Hear,  gtnldess,  hear,  by  those  oblations  won; 
And  for  the  pious  sire  preserve  the  son: 
His  wish'd  return  with  happy  power  befrienct 
And  on  the  suitors  let  thy  wrath  descend  !*' 

She  ccas'd;  slirill  ecstasies  of  joy  declare 
The  favoiinng  goddess  present  to  tlie  pray'r; 
Tlie  suitors  heard,  and  deem'd  the  mirthful  voice 
A  s'giiiJ  of  her  hynu-njcal  choice; 
W'h.lsi  one  most  jovial  thus  accosts  the  board: 

"Too  late  the  (nieen  selects  a  second  lord: 
In  evil  hour  the  nuptial  rite  intends, 
IVhen  o'er  licr  son  disastrous  death  impends." 

Thiis  ho  uusk  ll'd  of  what  the  fates  provide. 
But  with  severe  rebuke  Antinous  cried: 

"  These  empiy  vaunts  will  make  the  voyage  vain; 
Alarm  not  with  discourse  the  menial  train: 
The  j^i'eat  event  uitli  silent  hope  attend; 
Our  dee(!s  alone  our  counsel  must  commend." 

His  speech  thus  ended  short,  he  frowning  rose, 
And  twenty  chiefs  rcnown'd  for  valoiu*  chose: 
Down  to  the  strand  lie  speeds  with  haughty  strides* 
Where  anchor'd  in  the  bay  the  vocsel  rides, 
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i  With  mail  and  military  store^ 
er  tackle  trim  to  quit  the  shore. 
sperate^  crew  ascend,  unfurl  "Uie  sails; 
:a-ward  prow  invites  the  tardy  gales) 
ike  repast,  till  Hesperus  dispUy'd 
den  circlet  in  the  western  shade, 
time  the  queen  without  refection  due, 
mounded,  to  the  bed  of  state  withdrew  : 
lad  breast  the  prince's  fortunes  roll, 
pe  and  doubt  altemate  seise  her  soul, 
n  the  woodman's  toil  her  cave  surrounds, 
th  the  hunter's  cry  the  gprove  resounds; 
rief  and  rage  the  mother-lion  stung» 
s  herself,  yet  trembles  for  her  young, 
e  pensive  in  the  mlent  slumbrous  shade, 
gentle  powers  her  drooping  eyet  invade; 
I,  life-like  on  embodied  air 
i'd  the  form  of  Iphthima  the  fair : 
)'  daughter  she,  whose  blooming  charms 
Eumelus  to  her  virgin-arms: 
tred  lord,  who  o'er  the  fruitful  plain 
ssaly,  wide  stretch'd  his  ample  reign) 
las  will'd,  along  the  sable  skies 
(1  the  queen  the  phantom-sister  flies, 
n  the  regal  dome  descending  right, 
Ited  halves  are  pervious  to  her  night, 
o  her  head  the  pleasing  vision  stands, 
us  performs  Minerva's  high  commandi ; 
ivhy,  Penelope,  this  causeless  fear, 
der  sleep's  soft  blessing  insincere  ? 
levote  to  sorrow's  dire  extreme 
y  reflection,  and  the  midnight  dream ! 
n,  the  gods  propitious  will  restore, 
d  thee  cease  his  absence  to  deplore." 
^hom  the  queen,  whilst  yet  her  pensive  mind 
.  the  silent  gates  of  sleep  confin'd : 
ter,  to  my  soul  for  ever  dear. 
Ilia  first  visit  to  reprove  my  fear  ? 
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How  in  a  realm  so  distant  should  you  know 
From   what   deep   source   my  ceaseless  sorrows 

flow? 
To  all  my  hope  my  royal  lord  is  lost, 
JHls  country's  buckler,  and  the  Grecian  boast; 
And  with  consummate  wo  to  weig'h  me  down* 
The  heir  of  all  his  honours,  and  his  crown. 
My  darling  son  is  fled !  an  easy  prey 
To  the  fierce  storms,  or  men  more  fierce  tbaiK  th*y; 
IVho,  in  a  league  of  blood  assKJCiates  sworn, 
Wll  intercept  the'  unwary  youth's  return." 

*'  Courage  resume  ( the  shadowy  form  replied,] 
In  the  protecting  care  of  heaven  confide : 
On  him  attends  the  blue-ey'd  martial  msdd; 
"What  earthly  can  implore  a  surer  aid  ? 
lie  now  the  guardian  goddess  deigns  to  send. 
To  bid  thee  patient  his  return  attend.'* 

The  queen  replies:  ''If  in  the  bless'd  abodes, 
A  goddess,  thou  hast  commerce  with  the  gods; 
Say,  breathes  my  lord  the  blissful  realm  of  lights 
Or  lies  he  wrapt  in  ever  during  night  ?" 

"Inquire  not  of  his  doom  (the  phantom  cries,) 
I  speak  not  all  the  counsel  of  the  skies; 
Nor  must  indulge  witli  vain  discourse,  or  long. 
The  windy  satisfaction  of  the  tongue." 

Swift  through  the  valves  the  visionary  fair 
Hcpass'd,  and  viewless  mix'd  with  common  air. 
The  q\ieen  awakes,  delivor'd  of  her  woes: 
With  florid  joy  her  heart  dilating  glows : 
The  vision,  manifest  of  future  fate, 
Mak«.*s  her  with  hope  her  son's  arrival  wait. 

Meantime  tlie  suitors  plough  the  wat'ry  plain, 
Telemacluis  in  thought  already  slain ! 
When  sight  of  lessening  Itliaca  was  lost, 
Tlieir  sail  directed  for  tJie  Samian  coast, 
A  small  but  verdant  isle  appear'd  in  view. 
And  Asteris  the'  advancing  pilot  knew ; 
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T^  ^?!f  r"*  *n?  '^'"'  P«'J«ted  form. 
To  break  the  rolhng  waves,  and  ruffling  storm  • 
That  safe  recess  they  gain  with  happy  speei" 
And  ,n  close  ambush  wait  the  murdei^X^i 
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TH£  DXPASTUBE  OF  VLTSSE8  FBOX  CALTPf 

IPALLAS,  in  a  council  of  the  rods,  complains  of  the  de< 
Ulysses  in  the  island  of  Calypso ;  whereupon  Mercu 
to  ecMnmand  his  ranoral.  The  seat  of  Calypso  descril 
consents  with  much  difficulty,  and  Ulysses  builds  a  v( 
his  own  hands,  on  which  he  embarks.  Neptune  oreri 
with  a  terrible  tempest,  in  which  he  is  sntpwreckei 
the  last  danger  of  death ;  till  Leucothea,  a  sea-g^de 
Idm,  and  after  innvmerable  perils  he  gets  ashore  on 
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X  safTron  morn,  with  early  bljjshes  spread, 
w  rose  refulgent  from  Tithonus*  bed ; 
th  new-bom  day  to  gladden  mortal  sight, 
id  gild  the  courts  of  heaven  with  saored  light. 
en  met  the*  eternal  synod  of  the  sky. 
Tore  the  god  who  thunders  from  on  high, 
>reme  in  might,  sublime  in  majesty, 
las,  to  these,  deplores  the*  unequal  fates 
wise  Ulysses,  and  his  toils  relates ; 
hero's  danger  touch'd  the  pitying  power, 
nymph's  seducements,  and  the  magic  bower, 
uis  she  began  her  plaint; — "Immortal  Jove  ! 
you  who  nil  the  blissful  seats  above  ! 
ings  no  more  with  gentle  mercy  sway, 
?ss  a  people  willing  to  obey, 
rush  the  nations  with  an  iron  rod, 
ver}'  moniu-ch  be  the  scourge  of  God, 
\  your  thoughts  Ulysses  you  remove, 
ul'd  his  subjects  with  a  father's  love, 
an  isle,  encircled  by  the  main, 
»n'd,  banish'd  from  his  native  reig^ 
'd  he  sighs,  detain'd  by  lawless  charms, 
»ss'd  unwilling  in  Calypso's  arms, 
nds  are  there,  nor  vessels  to  convey, 
to  cut  the'  immeasurable  way. 
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And  now  fierce  traitors,  studious  to  destroy 
His  only  son,  their  ambush'd  fraud  employ; 
Who,  pious,  following  his  great  father's  fame. 
To  sacred  Pylos  and  to  Sparta  came."  [forms 

"What words  are  these?  (replied the  power «^o 
The  clouds  of  night,  and  darkens  heaven  with 
Is  not  ahready  in  thy  soul  decreed,  [storms) 

The  chieTs  return  shall  make  the  guilty  bleed  ? 
What  cannot  wisdom  do  ?  Thou  may'st  restore 
The  son  in  safety  to  his  native  shore; 
While  the  fell  foes  who  late  in  ambush  by. 
With  fraud  defeated,  measure  back  their  way." 

Then  thus  to  Hermes  the  command  was  give'h : 
*'  Hermes,  thou  chosen  messenger  of  heaven ! 
Go,  to  the  nymph  be  these  our  orders  borne : 
'Tis  Jove's  decree  Ulysses  shall  return; 
The  patient  man  shall  view  his  old  abodes. 
Nor  help'd  by  mortal  hand,  nor  guiding  gods; 
In  twice  ten  days  shall  fertile  Scneria  nnd. 
Alone,  and  floating  to  the  wave  and  wind. 
The  bold  Phseacians  there,  whose  haughty  line 
Is  mix'd  with  gods,  half  human,  half  divine. 
The  chief  sliall  honour  as  some  hca^x^nly  guest. 
And  swifl  transport  him  to  his  place  of  rest. 
His  vessels  loaded  with  a  plenteous  store 
Of  brass,  of  vestures,  and  resplendent  ore, 
'  (A  richer  prize  than  if  his  joviul  isle 
Keceiv'd  him  charg'd  with  llion's  noble  spoil) 
His  friends,  his  country,  he  shall  see,  though  latC; 
Such  is  our  sovereign  will,  and  such  is  fate." 

He  spoke.  The  god  who  mounts  the  winged  wiml^ 
Fast  to  his  feet  the  golden  pinions  binds. 
That  high  through  fields  of  air  his  flight  sustain 
O'er  the  wide  earth,  and  o'er  tlie  boundless  main. 
He  g^rasps  the  wand  that  causes  sleep  to  fly. 
Or  in  soft  slumber  seals  the  wakeful  eye; 
Then  shoots  from  heaven  to  high  Pieria's  steep, 
And  stoops  incumbent  on  the  rolling  deep. 
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itery  fowl,  that  seek  their  fishy  food, 
wings  expanded  o'er  the  foaming  flood, 
sailing  smooth  the  level  surface  sweep, 
dip  their  pinions  in  the  briny  deep, 
o'er  the  world  of  waters  Hermes  flew, 
ow  tlie  distant  island  rose  in  view  : 
swifl  ascending  from  the  azure  wave, 
ok  the  path  that  winded  to  the  cave. 
;  was  the  grot  in  which  the  nvmph  he  found, 
fair-hair'd  n3rmph  with  every  beauty  crown'd) 
it  and  sung;  the  rocks  resound  her  lays : 
ave  was  brighten'd  with  a  rifling  blaze: 
'  and  frankincense,  an  odorous  pile, 
d  on  the  hearth,  and  vdde  perfum'd  the  isle ; 
:  she  with  work  and  song  the  time  divides, 
hrough  the  loom  the  golden  shuttle  guides, 
mt  the  grot,  a  various  sylvan  scene 
ir'd  around,  and  groves  of  living  green; 
PS  and  alders  ever  quivering  play'd, 
todding  cypress  form'd  a  fragrant  shade; 
\08e  high  branches,  waving  with  the  storm, 
•irds  of  broadest  wing  their  mansion  form, 
hough,,  the  seormew,  the  loquacious  crow, 
cream  aloft,  and  skim  the  deeps  below, 
iding  vines  the  shelving  cavern  screen, 
purple  clusters  blushing  tltrough  the  gpreen. 
limpid  fountains  from  the  clefls  distil, 
jvery  fountain  pours  a  sev'i-al  rill, 
zy  windings  wandering  down  the  hill : 
e  bloomy  meads  with  vivid   greens   werft 

crown'd, 
flowing  violets  threw  odours  round, 
nc,  where,  if  a  god  should  cast  his  sight, 
L  might  gaze,  and  wander  witli  delight ! 
mch'd  the  messenger  of  heaven:  he  stay'd 
nc'd,  and  all  the  blissful  haunt  surveyed, 
entering  in  the  cave,  Calypso  knew ; 
owers  celestial  to  each  other's  view 
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Stand  still  confessed,  though  distant  far  they  tie 
To  habitants  of  earth,  or  sea,  or  sky. 
But  sad  Ulysses,  by  himself  apart, 
Pour'd  the  big  sorrows  of  his  swelling  heart; 
All  on  the  lonely  shore  he  sat  to  weep, 
And  roll'd  his  eyes  around  the  restless  deep ; 
Toward  his  lov'd  coast  he  roll'd  his  eyes  in  yun. 
Till,  dimm'd  with  riung  gprief,  they  streamed  again. 

Now  graceful  seated  on  her  shining  throne. 
To  Hermes  thus  the  nymph  divine  begun: 

*'  Grod  of  the  golden  wand !  on  what  behest 
Arriv'st  thou  here,  an  unexpected  g^est  ? 
Lov'd  as  thou  art,  thy  iVoe  ii\junctions  lay ; 
*Tis  mine,  with  joy  and  duty  to  obey. 
Till  now  a  stranger,  in  a  happy  hour 
Approach,  and  taste  the  dainties  of  my  bow'r." 

Thus  having  spoke,  the  nymph  the  table  spread: 
(Ambrosial  cates,  witli  nectar  rosy*red) 
Hermes  the  hospitable  rite  partook. 
Divine  refection  !  then,  recruited,  spoke. 

**  What  mov'd  this  journey  from  my  native  sky, 
A  goddess  asks,  nor  can  a  god  deny; 
Hear  tlien  the  truth  :  By  mighty  Jove's  conunand. 
Unwilling,  have  I  trod  this  pleasing  land; 
For  who,  self-mov*d,  with  weary  wing  would  sweep 
Such  length  of  ocean  and  unmeasur'd  deep  ; 
A  world  of  waters  !  far  from  all  the  ways 
Where  men  frequent,  or  sacred  altars  blaze  ? 
But  to  Jove's  will  submission  we  must  pay; 
What  power  so  great,  to  dare  to  disobey  ? 
A  man,  he  says,  a  man  resides  with  thee. 
Of  all  his  kind  most  worn  with  misery. 
The  Greeks  (whose  arms  for  nine  long  years  em- 

ploy'd 
Their  force  on  Ilion,  in  the  tenth  destroy'd) 
At  length  embarking  in  a  luckless  hour. 
With  conquest  proud,  incens'd  Minerva's  pow'r: 
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Hence  on  the  guilty  race  her  vengeance  hurl'd, 
"With  storms  pursuedthem  through  the  liquid  world. 
There  all  his  vessels  sunk  beneath  the  wave ! 
There  all  his  dear  companions  found  their  grave  ! 
Sav'd  from  the  jaws  of  death  by  heaven's  decree. 
The  tempest  drove  him  to  these  shores  and  thee. 
Him,  Jove  now  orders  to  his  native  lands 
Stnught  to  dismiss ;  so  destiny  commands  : 
Impatient  &te  his  near  return  attends, 
And  calls  him  to  his  country,  and  his  friends." 
E'en  to  her  inmost  soul  the  gt)ddess  shook ; 
Th^n  thus  her  anguish  and  her  passion  broke: 
"  Ung^cious  gods  I  with  spite  and  envy  curst ! 
Still  to  your  own  ethereal  race  the  worst ! 
Ye.  envy  mortal  and  immortal  joy, 
And  love,  the  only  sweet  of  life,  destroy. 
Did  ever  goddess  by  her  charms  engage 
A  favour*?  mortal,  and  not  feel  your  rage  ? 
So  when  Aurora  sought  Orion's  love. 
Her  joys  disturbed  your  blissful  hours  above. 
Till  in  Ortygia,  Dian's  winged  dart 
Had  pierc'd  the  hapless  hunter  to  the  heart. 
So  when  the  covert  of  the  thrice-ear*d  field 
Saw  stately  Ceres  to  her  passion  yield. 
Scarce  could  Fasion  taste  her  heavenly  charms. 
But  Jove's  swift  lightning  scorch'd  him  in  her  arms. 
And  is  it  now  my  turn,  ye  mighty  powers  ! 
Am  I  the  envy  of  your  bhssful  bowers  ^ 
A  man,  an  outcast  to  the  storm  and  wave. 
It  was  my  crime  to  pity,  and  to  save. 
When  he  who  thunders  rent  his  bark  in  twain. 
And  sunk  his  brave  companions  in  the  main. 
Alone,  abandon'd,  in  mid-ocean  toss'd. 
The  sport  of  winds,  and  driv'n  from  ev'ry  coast. 
Hither  this  man  of  miseries  I  led, 
Receiv'd  the  friendless,  and  the  hungry  fed; 
Nay  promis'd  (vainly  promis'dl)  to  bestow 
Immortal  life,  exempt  from  ag^  stnd  wo. 
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'Tis  past and  Jove  decrees  he  shall  remove ; 

Gods  as  we  are,  we  are  but  slaves  to  Jove. 
Go  then  he  may;  (he  must»  if  he  ordain. 
Try  all  those  dangers,  all  those  deeps,  again) 
nut  never,  never  shall  Calypso  send 
To  toils  like  these,  her  husband  and  her  fiiend. 
What  ships  have  I,  what  sailors  to  convey* 
AVhat  oars  to  cut  the  long  laborious  way  f 
Yet  I'll  direct  the  safest  means  to  go : 
That  last  advice  is  all  I  can  bestow." 

To  her  the  power  who  bears  the  chamung  rod: 
*'  Dismiss  the  man,  nor  irritate  the  gpod; 
Prevent  the  rage  of  him  who  reiens  aboye. 
For  what  so  dreadful  as  the  wrath  of  Jove  ?** 
Thus  having  said,  he  cut  the  cleaving  sky. 
And  in  a  moment  vanished  from  her  eye. 
The  nymph,  obedient  to  divine  command. 
To  seek  Ulysses,  pac'd  along  the  sand: 
Him  pensive  on  the  lonely  beach  she  found. 
With  streaming  eyes  in  briny  torrents  drown'dp 
And  inly  pining  for  his  native  shore ; 
For  now  the  soft  enchantress  pleas'd  no  more; 
For  now,  reluctant,  and  constrained  by  charms. 
Absent  he  lay  in  her  desiring  arms. 
In  slumber  wore  tlie  heavy  night  away. 
On  rocks  and  shores  consum'd  the  tedious  day; 
There  sat  all  desolate,  and  sigh'd  alone. 
With  echoing  son-ows  made  the  mountains  groan. 
And  rolPd  his  eyes  o'er  all  the  restless  main. 
Till,  dimm'd  with  rising  grief,  they  streamM  again. 

Here,  on  the  musing  mood  the  g^oddcss  pressed. 
Approaching  soft ;  and  thus  the  chief  addressed : 
**  Unhappy  man !  to  wasting  woes  a  prey. 
No  more  in  sorrows  lang^iish  life  away : 
Free  as  the  winds  I  give  tliee  now  to  rove — 
Go,  fell  the  timber  of  yon  lofty  grove. 
And  form  a  mft,  and  build  the  rising  ship, 
Sublime  to  bear  thee  o'er  the  gloomy  deep. 


l«l 


_ wl  let  tlie  cure  l»r  mini', 

Willi  w»i<T  ftom  Ihe  rock,  unil  riay  wlnif. 
And  litr-wuiitiiitilnft  htnuA,  xnil  fnlr  amy, 
And  pronpeniui  plcii  to  waft  tlier  on  tlie  wiy. 
1  hcK  if  the  and*  with  my  rlpnirpi  Mmply, 
(TliB  god*,  ■Un '.  more  m^hly  W  titiui  t, 
lAiul  belter  *l(ill'il  in  tUrk  ovviiU  ttt  cqnfa) 
in  peace  ih^ll  land  Umv  at  ihy  nudvc  BoniL'." 

With  ilifhR,  VlyMt*  hctrtt  Ute  wnnU  ilw  ijlilktf, 
Tlitci  thu>  111*  mtlniichiily  nitenra  hrok«  i 
"  Some  othtr  motive,  gnddnw '.  iwaya  thy  Otind, 
Some  oloie  dtiiirn,  or  bim  arwntnanklntl. 
Nor  my  return  t)i«  end,  nor  thin  the  way, 

Hii);*,  tiDTriil,  VMt  I  whcra  icjirce  in  lately  wiln 
The  bent  built  nhip,  tliough  Jov«  inapin:  tlic  gulei* 
The  bold  propmil  how  ■iiall  I  ftildl; 

Dwh  Ml  I  -iM.,  ,i".-".i-.;..ii.  ,-.(iii"  ."111'      rii,..iM| 

SwiMi  ',     ■     ■  ■ 

llim,  wlille  lie  ipr>kr,  with  •niilffn  Culypni)  rj'd, 
And  ffenUy  ffmap'd  lii»  hanJ,  uml  tliiii  rrplicil! 
"  This  ihowi  thee,  fVicnd,  by  old  experience  tnuglil. 
And  IcKm'd  in  all  titc  wJlen  ol'lmnuin  tliougbt. 
How  prone  to  doubt,  how  CRuiiuiiH  arc  tlic  wiw:? 
Rut  hear,  O  cartti,  ftnd  licar,  ya  ucrrd  ikieiil 
And  thou,  O  Btvx!  whoHc  formidiiblu  flondt 
Cilide  through  ute  ihwlcH,  and  hind  the'  attoHtinf; 
No  form'd  <uii^,  no  medilktrd  end  [ifmU  t 

Livki  in  the  countcl  of  thy  ftitliftd  friend) 
Kind  the  pemiuion,  und  aincrre  niy  nim  i 
The  Hme  my  practici-,  were  my  fiite  the  »amc, 
Ilckven  hu  not  cun'd  ino  with  u  heart  (if  Mci-l, 
But  ffivrn  the  Knie,  to  pity,  und  lo  feel." 

Thui  hiving  uid,  the  RnddcH  mtrcli'd  licforci 
no  trod  her  footitcpi  in  the  utndy  alKire. 
At  the  cool  cave  arftVd,  they  took  llielr  mate  j 
Ho  fiU'd  the  throue  wbero  Mercury  hail  «•'  i 
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For  him,  the  nymph  a  rich  repast  ordains. 
Such  as  the  mortal  life  of  man  sustains; 
Before  herself  were  placed  the  cates  divine* 
Ambrosial  banquet,  and  celestial  wine. 
Their  hunger  satiate,  and  their  thirst  rcpress'd, 
Thus  spoke  Calypso  to  her  godlike  guest: 
"  Ulysses !.  (with  a  sigh  she  thus  began) 

0  sprung  fh)m  gx>d8  !  in  wisdom  more  than  man ! 
Is  then  uiy  home  the  passion  of  thy  heart  ? 
Thus  wilt  thou  leave  me,  are  we  thus  to  part  ? 
Farewell !  and  ever  joyfbl  may'st  thou  be. 

Nor  break  the  transport  with  one  thought  of  me. 

But  ah,  Ulysses !  wert  thou  given  to  know 

What  fate  yet  dooms  thee,  yet,  to  undergo; 

Thy  heart  might  settle  in  tliis  scene  of  ease. 

And  e'en  these  slighted  charms  might  learn  to 

A  willing  ^XKldess,  and  immortal  life,  [please. 

Might  banish  from  thy  mind  an  absent  wife. 

Am  [  inferior  to  a  mortal  dame  ^ 

Less  soft  my  feature,  less  augiist  my  frame  ? 

Or  shall  the  daughters  of  mankind  compare 

Their  eailh-born  beauties  with  tlic  heavenly  fair?" 

"  Alas !  for  this  (the  prudent  man  replies) 
Against  Ulysses  shall  thy  anger  rise  ? 
Lov*d  and  ador'd,  O  goddess !  as  thou  art. 
Forgive  the  weakness  of  a  human  heart. 
Though  well  I  sec  thy  graces  far  above 
The  dear,  though  mortal,  object  of  my  love. 
Of  youth  eternal  well  the  diflerence  know. 
And  tlie  short  date  of  fading  charms  below ; 
Yet  every  day,  while  absent  thus  1  roam, 

1  languish  to  return,  and  die  at  home. 
Whate'er  the  gods  sliall  destine  me  to  bear 
In  the  black  ocean,  or  the  watery  war, 
'Tis  mine  to  master  with  a  constant  mind; 
Inur'd  to  perils,  to  the  worst  resign 'd. 

By  seas,  by  wars,  so  many  dangers  run ; 
Still  I  can  suffer:  their  high  will  be  done  1" 


roti'il  hini  in  ttie  cloufc  and  veat. 
ipli's  fair  head  a  veil  transparent  ([rac'd; 
llin^  loins  a  mliuit  zone  cmbrac'd 
wen  of  nild:  an  uniler  robe,  unbojnd, 
■  waves  flow'd  ^littcrinK  on  the  gTUund. 
uing  thus,  she  gave  him  first  to  wield 
ty  axe,  with  truest  temper  steei'd, 
bic  edff'dj  the  handle  smooth  and  plain, 
:  of  the  clouded  olive's  cosy  grun; 
t,  a  wedge  to  drive  with  sweepy  sway: 
the  net^ibouring  forest  led  the  wny. 
>nc  ialand'a  utmost  vcwe  there  stood 
ra,  pines,  iin<l  tirs,  a  lotw  wood, 
:afless  siimmiw  to  the  skies  aspire, 
hy  the  sun,  or  seur'd  by  heavenly  lire: 
dried.)     'I'hcsc  pointing  out  to  view, 
iph  just  shuw'd  liim,  vJid  with  teais  witli' 

Ills  the  hero;  trees  on  trees  o'erthrown 
kling  niMiul  lilni,  and  the  fiircsts  groan: 
full  twenty  on  the  plain  are  strow'd 
)'i),  and  lighten'il  of  their  branchy  load, 
angles  these  dinjios'd  to  join, 
lli'd  und  HijiiarM  tlicm,  by  the  nile  and  Une, 
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With  crossing  sail-yards  dancing  in  the  wind ; 
And  to  the  helm  ttie  guiding  rudder  join'd. 
•(With  yielding  osiers  fenc'd,  to  break  the  forc< 
Of  surging  waves,  and  steer  the  steady  course] 
Thy  loom,  Cal^'pso !  for  the  future  sails 
Supplied  the  cloth,  capacious  of  the  gales. 
With  stays  and  coMag^  last  he  rig^d  the  ship^ 
And,  roll'd  on  levers,  launch'd  her  in  the  deep 

Four  da}*^  were  past,  and  now,  the  work  comp] 
Shone  the  fifth  morn:  when  from  her  sacred  ae 
The  nyifiphdismiss'dhim  (odorous  garments  g^v 
And  bath'd  In  fragrant  oils  that  breath*d  of  her 
Then  fill'd  two  goat-skins  with  her  hands  diyin 
With  water  one,  and  one  \nth  sable  wine; 
Of  every  kind,  provi^ons  heav'd  aboard; 
And  the  full  decks  with  copious  viands  stored. 
The  goddess,  last,  a  gentle  breeze  supplies. 
To  curl  old  ocean,  and  to  warm  the  skies. 

And  now  rejoicing  in  the  prosperous  gales, 
With  beating  heart  Ulysses  spreads  his  suls; 
Plac'd  at  the  helm  he  sat,  and  marked  the  skic 
Nor  clos'd  in  sleep  his  ever-watchful  eyes. 
There  view'd  the  Pleiads,  and  the  northern  tci 
And  great  Orion's  more  refulgent  beam. 
To  which,  around  the  axle  of  the  sky 
The  bear  revolving,  points  his  golden  eye : 
Who  shines  exalted  on  the'  ethereal  plain. 
Nor  bathes  his  blazing  forehead  in  the  main. 
Far  on  the  left  those  radiant  fires  to  keep 
The  nymph  directed,  as  he  saiFd  the  deep. 
Full  seventeen  nights  he  cut  the  foamy  way; 
The  distant  land  appear'd  the  following  day : 
Then  swell'd  to  sight  Phaeacia's  dusky  coast, 
And  woody  mountains,  half  in  vapours  lost ; 
That  lay  before  him,  indistinct  and  vast, 
Like  a  broad  shield  amid  the  watery  waste. 

But  him,  tlius  voyaging  the  deeps  below. 
From  far,  on  Solym^'s  aerial  brow. 
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The  kingf  of  Ocean  saw,  and  seeinfif  bumM: 

(Prom  Ethiopia's  happy  climes  retuni*d:) 

The  raging'  monarch  shook  his  azure  hcatl. 

And  thus  in  Sjscret  to  his  soul  he  said : 
"Heavens !  how  uncertain  are  the  powers  on  high ! 

Ts  then  revers'd  the  sentence  of  tlie  sky, 

In  one  man's  favour;  while  a  distant  guest 

1  shar'd  secure  the  Ethiopian  feast  ? 

Behold  how  near  Phaeacia's  land  he  draws ! 

The  land,  aflix'd  by  fate's  eternal  laws 

To  end  his  toils.    Is  then  our  anger  vain  ? 

N'o;  if  this  sceptre  yet  commands  the  main." 
He  spoke,  and  high  the  forky  trident  hurlM, 

KoUs  clouds  on  clouds,  and  stirs  the  watery  world. 

At  once  the  face  of  earth  and  sea  deforms. 

Swells  all  the  winds,  and  rouses  all  the  storms. 

Down  nish'd  the  night;  east,  west,  together  roar; 

And  south,  and  north,  roll  mountains  to  the  shore ; 

Then  shook  the  hero,  to  despair  resign'd. 

And  questioned  thus  his  yet  unconquei*'(l  mind  : 
**  Wretch  that  I  am !  what  further  fates  attend 

TIhs  life  of  toils,  and  what  my  destin'd  end  ? 

Too  well,  alas !  the  island  goddess  knew 

'^n  the  black  sea  what  perils  should  ensue. 

^'i-*\v  horrors  now  this  destin'd  head  enclose ; 

^'nfillM  is  yet  the  measure  of  my  woes; 

^^ith  what  a  cloud  the  brows  of  heaven  are  crownM ! 

^Vhat  raging  winds!  what  roaring  waters  round! 

'"•s  Jove  himself  the  swelling  tempest  rears; 

'^^atli,  present  death,  on  every  side  appears. 

Jfjippy!  thrice  happy!  who,  in  battle  slain, 

•*]^"ss*d,  in  Atrides'  cause,  the  Trojan  plain : 
^^^'  hail  I  died  before  that  well-fought  wall; 
llad  some  distinguished  day  renown'd  my  fall; 
'Such  as  was  that,  when  showers  of  javelins  fled 
•"joiTi  conquering"  Troy  around  Achilles  d(;ad) 
All  C» recce  had  paid  me  solemn  funerals  then, 
And  spread  my  glory  with  the  sons  of  men. 
^'<>L.  XMl.  N 
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A  shameful  fate  now  hides  my  hapless  headi 
Unwept,  unnoted,  and  for  ever  aead!" 

A  miehty  wave  rush'd  o'er  him  as  he  spoke. 
The  nSt  it  covcr'd,  and  tlie  mast  it  broke  $ 
Swept  from  the  deck,  and  from  the  rudder  torn. 
Far  on  the  swellinj^^  surge  the  chief  was  borne : 
While  by  the  howling  tempest  rent  in  twain 
Flew  sail  and  sail-yards  rattling  o'er  the  main* 
Long  press'd,  he  heav'd  beneath  the  mighty  ware 
Clog^d  by  the  cumbrous  vest  Calypso  gave  : 
At  length  emerging,  from  his  nostnb  wide 
And  g^ishing  mouth,  ef!iis*d  the  briny  tide ; 
E'en  then  not  mindless  of  his  last  retreat. 
He  sciz'd  the  rail,  and  leap'd  into  his  neat^ 
Strong  with  the  fear  of  death.    I'he  rolling  floodi 
Now  here,  now  there,  inipcll'd  the  floating  wooc 
As  when  a  heap  of  guthcr'd  thorns  is  cast. 
Now  to,  now  fro,  before  tlic'  autumnal  blast ; 
Together  clung,  it  rolls  aroimd  the  iield  ; 
So  roird  the  float,  and  so  its  texture  held : 
And  now  the  south,  and  now  the  north  bear  sway,"" 
And  now  the  east  tlic  foan»y  floods  ohcy, 
And  now  the  west  wind  whirls  it  o'er  the  sea. 
The  wandering  chief  with  toils  on  toils  oppress' 
Lcucothf  a  saw,  and  pity  touch'd  her  breast: 
(Herself  a  mortal  once,  of  Cadmub'  strain. 
But  now  an  azure  sister  of  the  main) 
Swift  as  a  sea-mew  sprin^cing  from  the  flood. 
All  radiant  on  the  raft  the  i^-oddcss  stood ; 
Then  thus  address \1  him  :  "  Thou,  whom  hca 

decrees 
To  Neptune's  wrath,  storn  tynuit  of  the  seas, 
(Unequal  contest!^  not  his  ra^e  and  powV, 
Great  as  he  is,  such  virtue,  shall  devour. 
What  1  sufcgest  thy  wisdom  will  pcrfonn: 
Forsake  thy  flout,  and  leave  it  to  the  stm-m  ; 
Strip  off  thy  garments  ;  \eptune*s  fury  hrav 
With  nuked  strength,  and  plunge  into  the  w 
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To  reach  Phxacia  all  thy  nerves  extend  .- 
There  fate  decrees  thy  miseries  shall  end. 
This  heavenly  scarf  beneath  thy  bosom  bind. 
And  live ;  ^ive  all  thy  terrors  to  the  vnxid. 
Soon  as  thy  arms  the  happy  shore  shall  gidn, 
Return  the  gift,  and  cast  m  the  main : 
Observe  my  orders,  and  with  heed  obey, 
Cast  it  far  off,  and  turn  thy  eyes  away.'* 

With  that  her  hand  the  sacred  veil  bestows, 
Then  down  the  deeps  she  div'd,  from  whence  she 
A  moment  snatch'd  the  shining  form  away,    [rose; 
And  all  was  cover'd  with  the  curling  sea. 

Struck  with  amaze,  yet  still  to  doubt  inclined, 
He  stands  suspended,  and  explores  his  mind. 
•*  What  shall  1  do  ?  Unhappy  me !  who  knows 
But  other  gods  intend  me  other  woes  ? 
Whoe'er  thou  art,  I  shall  not  blindly  join 
Thy  pleaded  reason,  but  consult  with  mine : 
For  scarce  in  ken  appears  that  distant  isle  . 
Thy  voice  foretells  me  shall  conclude  my  toil. 
Thus  then  I  judge:  while  yet  the  planks  sustain 
The  wild  waves*  fury,  here  I  fix'd  remain; 
But  when  their  texture  to  the  tempest  yields, 
I  launch  adventurous  on  the  liquid  fields, 
Join  to  the  help  of  gods  the  strength  of  man, 
And  take  this  method,  since  the  best  1  can." 

While  thus  his  thoughts  an  anxious  council  hold. 
The  raging  god  a  watery  mountain  rolPd ; 
Like  a  black  sheet  the  whelming  billows  spread, 
Burst  o'er  the  float,  and  thundered  on  his  head. 
I^lanks,  beams,  disparted  fly:  the  scatter'd  wood 
llolls  diverse,  and  in  fragments  strows  the  flood. 
So  the  rude  Boreas,  o'er  tlie  field  new-shorn, 
Tosses  and  drives  the  scattered  heaps  of  corn. 
And  now  a  single  beam  the  chief  bestrides ; 
There,  pois*d  awhile  above  the  l)Ounding  tides, 
Jl'8  limbs  discumbers  of  the  clinging  vest. 
And  binds  the  sacred  cincture  round  his  breast; 
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Then  prone  on  ocean  in  a  momeftt  llung^ 
Stretch'd  wide  his  eag'er  anns,  and  shot 
All  naked  now,  on  heaving*  billows  laid. 
Stem  Neptune  cy'd  him,  und  contcmptuoi 

"  Go,  leani'd  in  woes,  and  other  woes  ei 
'^!:  i  :  Go,  wander  helpless  on  the  watery  way: 

Thus,  thus  find  out  tlic  destin'd  shore,  an< 
(If  Jove  ordains  it)  mix  with  happier  men 
Whate'er  thy  fate,  tlie  ills  our  wrath  coul^ 
Shall  last  remember'd  in  thy  best  of  days, 

This  said,  his  sea-green  steeds  divide  tl 
And  reach  high  JEgx  and  the  towery  dome. 
Now,  scarce  withdrawn  the  fierce  earth 
Jove's  daughter,  Pallas,  watch'd  the  favour 
Back  to  their  caves  she  bade  the  winds  to 
And  hush'd  the  blustering  brethren  of  th< 
The  drier  blasts  alone  of  Boreas  sway» 
And  bear  him  soft  on  broken  waves  away; 
AVith  gentle  force  inipeUing  to  that  shore 
AVhere  fate  has  destin'd  he  shall  toil  no  ii 
And  now  two  niglits,  and  now  two  days  w 
Since  wide  he  wandcrM  on  the  watery  wa 
lIcavM  on  the  surge  wfth  intermitting  brc 
And  hourly  pjinting  in  the  arms  of  death : 
The  third  fair  morn  now  blaz'd  upon  the  i 
Then  glassy  smooth  lay  all  the  liquid  plai; 
The  winds  were  hush'd,  the  billows  scarce 
And  a  dead  silence  stillM  the  waten*  wori 
When,  lifted  on  a  ridgy  wave,  he  spies 
The  land  at  distance,  and  with  sharpened 
As  pious  children  joy  with  vast  delight 
When  a  lov'd  sire  revives  before  their  sigl 
(Who  lingering  long  has  calPd  on  death  ; 
Fix'd  by  some  demon  to  the  bed  of  pain. 
Till  heaven  by  miracle  his  life  restore) 
So  joys  Ulysses  at  the'  appearing  shore; 
And  sees  (and  labours  onwaril  as  he  sees 
The  rising  forests,  and  the  tailed  trees. 
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it  of  her  word,  he  tum'd  aside 
f  and  cast  it  on  the  rolling  tide, 
im  far,  upon  the  purple  wayes 
iYs  wait  it,  and  the  nymph  receives. 
arting'  from  the  stream,  Ulysses  found   ') 
bank  with  pliant  rushes  crown'd ;  C 

:  he  press'd,  and  gently  kiss'd  the  g^round;  j 
n  the  flowery  herb  as  soft  he  lay, " 
lis  soul  the  sage  began  to  say': 
t  will  yc  next  drdain,  ye  powers  on  high ! 
ah  yet,  what  fates  are  we  to  try ! 
the  stream,  if  I  the  night  outwear, 
nt  already,  how  shall  nature  bear 
s  descending,  and  nocturnal  air; 
vapours,  breathing  from  the  flood 

iming  rises  ? ^If  I  take  the  wood, 

lick  shelter  of  innumerous  boughs 

e  comfort  gentle  sleep  allows; 

:enc*d  from  cold,  and  though  my  toil  be 

pass*d, 

age  beasts  may  wander  in  the  waste  ? 

[  yet  may  fall  a  bloody  prey 

ling  bears,  or  lions  in  the  way." 

3ng  debating  in  himself  he  stood: 

I  he  took  the  passage  to  the  wood, 

lady  horrors  on  a  rising  brow 

gh,  and  frawn'd  upon  the  stream  below. 

ew  two  ohves,  closest  of  the  grove, 

ts  entwin'd,  and  branches  interwove; 

:ir  leaves,  but  not  aUke  they  smil'd 

er-friiits;  one  fertile,  one  was  wild. 

the  sun's  meridian  rays  had  power, 

.  sharp  piercing,  nor  the  rushing  shower; 

ant  arch  so  close  its  texture  kept : 

this  covert  great  Ulysses  crept. 

•'d  leaves  an  ample  bed  he  made, 

trown  by  tempest  through  the  bowery 

shade) 


142  THE  ODTSH£r.  Jiook  5. 

Ids  rji^f^cd  claws  arc  Btuck  with  stones  and  sands  : 
So  the  rough  rock  had  shagg'd  UlyHses'  hands. 
And  now  had  perished,  whclm'd  hcneath  tlic  main, 
Tlic'  unhappy  man;  e*cn  fate  liad  been  in  vain: 
But  all-siibtminj^  I'allas  lent  her  powV, 
And  prudence  sav'd  him  in  the  needful  hour. 
Beyond  the  beating-  surge  his  course  he  bore, 
(A  wider  circh-,  but  in  sight  of  sliore) 
With  longing  eyes,  observing,  to  survey 
Some  smooth  ascent,  or  safe-scquester'd  bay. 
Between  the  parting  rocks  at  length  he  spied 
A  falling  stream  with  gentler  waters  ghdc  ; 
Where  to  the  seas  the  shelving  shore  declin'd, 
And  form'd  a  bay,  impervious  to  the  wind. 
To  this  calm  port  the  glad  Ulysses  pressM, 
And  hailM  the  river,  and  its  god  addrcss'd : 

"  Whoe'er  thou  art,  before  whose  streams  un- 
I  bend,  a  suppliant  at  thy  watery  throne,     [known 
Hour,  azure  king!  nor  let  me  fly  in  vain 
To  thee  from  Neptune  and  the  raging  muin. 
Hciivcn  hcarnand  pities  hapkss  men  like  me, 
Kor  sacred  e'en  to  gods  is  misery  : 
Let  then  thy  waters  give  the  weary  rest, 
And  save  a  suppliant,  ujul  a  n»an  distressM." 

He  prayM,  and  straight  tlie  gentle  stix-am  sui)- 
Detains  the  nisliing  current  of  his  tides,         [sides, 
Before  the  wanderer  smooths  the  wai'ry  way, 
And  soft  recrivcs  him  from  the  rolling  sea. 
'fhat  moment,  fainting  as  he  touch'd  the  shore. 
He  dropp'd  his  sinewy  arms:  his  knees  no  more 
Peribrrn'd  tlieir  office;  or  his  weight  upheld  : 
His  svvorii  heart  heavM  ;  his  bloated  body  swclPd ; 
From  njouth  and  nose  the  briny  torrent  ran; 
.And  lost  in  lassitude  lay  all  the  man, 
DeprivM  of  voice,  of  motion,  and  of  breath; 
The  soul  searce  waking,  in  tho«tinns  of  death. 
Sor)n  as  warm  life  its  wonted  office  foimd. 
The  mindful  chief  liCucothea*s  scarf  unbound; 


if  her  woM,  Im  iiim'il  Mlila 

Mill  honil.  unci  Mil  It  on  tli«  railing  tiiln. 
Hehioil  liim  tiu',  upoti  tho  piirjiln  w»cv 
Tlic  waicM  WBt>  ii,  uiiJ  Uie  nympll  rooeivu*. 

Nuiv  [liirlJiiK-  frmii  i.hij  rtroim,  Uly»e«  fbiuwl   J 
A  mowy  liunk  willi  plioiit  ru<hc»  chiwn'ili  C 

'ni.;l)i.nkUepitnM,iir.itKeiillykl»«">ltlii'Krounil;\ 
lVhcr.i  »ii  Iti'-  H"«/.Tv  Iiit1>  us  («ft  lie  by, 

ThlU  to  lli.  - <U-  'n^r-  [.,.,...„  ,„  .„T  r 

"  Wbal  will  ir  u.  M  .■;;,.;,.  1      |,i..vrnion  %)i ' 
Aild  JK,  nil  vii                        .     ,1 .   If.  try  I 
llcr«l)y  tiic  "ir.    ....  ,;  I  I  *..iir-.         -^ 

The  dew*  (IcjicciiiiiiiH:,  uu.l  ncnu lal  iiir;  _J 

Or  cliilly  vftDOiin,  InvMliinr  Itom  the  ttuod 

Wlwn  maruint  ri«!»  ^ If  1  Ukc  the  wood, 

And  in  tbidi  ntdtiir  of  iimunimroua  boiiKliii 

El^oytii*  corafbrt  Kendo  *IacP  tSUiwn 

Hwiqjb  twtfi  flKHn  colli,  ua  thdugh  my  toQ  b* 

Wliat  ■«\'ii(fp  ltca>lii  limy  wundor  In  Hit  wasli: ,' 
I'l'rlmiii  I  ji-L  tuny  fiill  u  blooily  pr.'y 

Tliuii  long  ilcbiting;  in  liimscIF  be  Htaoil: 
At  length  he  took  tlie  imssugc  (□  tbc  wood, 
Who«c  sliudy  horrors  on  a  rining  brow 
Wiv'd  high,  snil  frawii'd  upon  the  Btrenm  below. 
Tlierc  grew  two  oliven,  closest  of  the  grovt;, 
Willi  rontB  entwin'il,  and  brunche*  inturwovci 
Alike  their  Icnvci,  but  not  alike  they  iniil'd 
With  iilatcr-fniitB:  one  fertile,  one  wu  wild. 
Nor  here  the  tun'a  meridian  ray«  had  power, 
Nor  wind  ihurp  nicrciiig,  nor  tne  ruihinjf  ibower; 
The  verdant  arch  lo  close  itH  texture  kept : 
Beneath  thii  covert  grcMt  Ulysiei  crept. 
Of  ^ther'd  leaves  an  ample  bed  he  mnde, 
(ThKk  atrown   by  tempeit  through  the  bowery 
■hade) 
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Where  three  at  least  might  winter's  cold  defy. 
Though  Boreas  rag'd  along  the'  inclement  sky. 
This  store,  with  joy  the  patient  hero  found. 
And,  sunk  amidst  them,  heap'd  the  leaves  around 
As  some  poor  peasant,  fated  to  reside 
Remote  irom  neighbours  in  a  forest  wide. 
Studious  to  save  what  human  wants  require, 
In  embers  heap'd,  preserves  the  seeds  of  fire; 
Hid  in  dry  foliage  thus  Ulysses  lies, 
Till  Pallas  pour'd  soil  slumbers  on  his  eyes ; 
And  golden  dreams  (the  g^ft  of  sweet  repose) 
Lull'd  all  his  cares,  and  banish'd  all  his  woes. 
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PALLAS  a|»peftriBg  in  a  dmm  to  Naiisiaui  (the  danchter  of  Al- 
cinous  kinr  of  Phseacia)  conunandt  her  to  descend  to  the  liTcr, 
and  wash  nie  robes  of  state,  in  preparation  to  her  nnptialib 
Kauucaa  goes  with  her  handmaids  to  the  river  ;  whore,  whUe 
the  g^ments  are  spread  on  the  bank,  diey  divert  themieivet  hi 
•ports.  Their  voices  awake  Ulysses,  who,  addreisinir  himadf 
to  the  prineess,  is  by  her  relieved  and  clothed,  and  receive*  di- 
rections  in  what  manner  to  apply  to  the  kini:  ui<&  queen  of  tkft 
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Wbjls  thus  the  weary  wanderer  sunk  to  rest, 
And  peaceful  shunbers  calm'd  bis  anxious  breast^ 
The  martial  maid  from  heaven's  aerial  height 
Swift  to  Phgeacia  wing'd  her  rapid  flight. 
In  elder  times  the  soft  Phaeaeian  train 
In  ease  possessed  the  wide  Hyperian  plain; 
Till  the  Cyclopean  race  in  arms  arose, 
A  lawless  nation  of  gigantic  foes; 
Then  great  Nausithous  from  Hyperia  far. 
Through  seas  retreating  from  the  sound  of  war, 
The  recreant  nation  to  fair  Scheria  led. 
Where  never  science  rear'd  her  laurel'd  head: 
There,  round  his  tribes  a  strength  of  wall  he  rais'd; 
To  heaven  the  glittering  domes  and  temples  blaz'd; 
Just  to  his  realms,  he  parted  grounds  from  grounds. 
And  shar'd  the  lands,  and  gave  the  lands  their 

bounds. 
Vow  in  tlie  silent  grave  the  monarch  lay, 
Vnd  wise  Alcinous  held  the  regal  sway. 
To  his  high  palace  through  the  fields  of  air 
he  goddess  shot:  Ulysses  was  her  care, 
'^ere  as  the  night  in  silence  roll'd  away, 
beaven  of  charms  divine  Nausicaa  lay; 
t^ugh  the  thick  gloom  the  shining  portals  blaze : 
o  nymphs  the  portals  guard,  each  ny^ph  a 
grace. 
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Light  as  the  viewless  air,  the  warrior-maid  [ 
Glides  through  the  valves,  and  hovers  rour 
A  favourite  virgin's  blooming  form  she  took. 
From  Dymas  sprung,  and  thus  the  vision  spo 

"  Oh  indolent !  to  waste  thy  hours  away ! 
And  sleep'st  thou  careless  of  the  bridal  day? 
lliy  spousal  ornament  neglected  lies ; 
Arise,  prepare  the  bridal  train,  arise ! 
A  just  applause  the  cares  of  dress  impart. 
And  give  soft  transport  to  a  parent's  heart. 
Haste,  to  the  limpid  stream  direct  thy  way. 
When  the  gay  mom  unveils  her  smihng  ray : 
Haste  to  the  stream !  companion  of  thy  care, 
I^,  I  thy  steps  attend,  thy  labours  sliarc. 
Virgin,  awake  !  the  marriage  hour  is  nigh. 
See !  from  their  thrones  tliy  kindred  monarchs 
The  royal  car  at  early  dawn  obtain. 
And  order  mule^  obedient  to  the  rein ; 
For  rough  the  way,  and  distant  roUs  the  T^-av 
"Where  their  fair  vests  Phseacian  virgins  lave. 
In  pomp  ride  fortli;  for  pomp  becomes  the  g: 
And  majesty  derives  a  p*ace  fi'om  state." 

Then  to  the  palaces  of  heaven  she  sails. 
Incumbent  on  the  wings  of  waftine  galcs: 
The  seat  of  gods !  the  regions  mild  of  peace. 
Full  joy,  and  calm  eternity  of  ease. 
I'here  no  rude  winds  presume  to  shake  the  s 
No  rains  descend,  no  snowy  vap>ours  rise ; 
But  on  immortal  tlirones  the  bless'd  repose  ! 
Tlie  firmament  with  living  splendours  glows. 
Hither  the  goddess  wing'd  tne*  aerial  way, 
Through  heaven's  eternal  gates  tliat  blaz'd  wit! 

Now  from  her  rosy  car  Aurora  shed 
The  dawn,  and  all  tlie  orient  flam'd  with  n?d 
Uprose  the  virgin  with  the  morning  light. 
Obedient  to  the  vision  of  the  night. 
The  queen  she  sought :  the  q\ieen  her  houi 

stow'd 
In  curious  works;  the  whirling  spindle  glo\v'< 
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Aj^ith  crimson  threads,  while  busy  damsels  cull 
r*^^  snowy  fleece,  to  twist  the  purpled  wool, 
r*^anwhile  Phseacia's  peers  in  council  sat : 
*]^om  his  high  dome  the  king"  descends  in  state, 
^  *^en  with  a  filial  awe  the  royal  maid 
^PproachM  him  passing*,  and  submissive  said : 

*•  Will  my  dread  sire  his  ear  reg^irdfiil  deig-n, 
^^d  mav  his  child  the  roval  car  obtain  ? 
l^y,  with  thy  garments  shall  I  bend  my  way 
y^here  through  tlie  vales  the  mazy  waters  stray  ? 
^  dignity  of  dress  adorns  the  great, 
5t?^d  kings  draw  lustre  from  the  robe  of  state. 
^*Ve  sons  thou  hast :  three  wait  the  bridal  day, 
^*>d  spotless  robes  become  the  young  and  guy: 
^^  when  with  praise  amid  the  dance  they.^hine 
^y  these  my  cares  adorn'd,  that  praise  is  mine.* 

Thus  she:  but  blushes,  \i\-Te/>tnKfK,  betray 
^^r  thoughts  intentive  on  the  bridal  day. 
*^l>e  conscious  sire  the  dawning  blush  survey'd, 
^nd  smiling  thus  bespoke  the  blooming  maid : 

Xfy  child,  my  darling  joy,  the  car  receive; 
*  hat,  and  whatever  our  daughter  asks,  we  give." 

Swift  at  the  royal  nod  the'  attending  train 
J[He  car  prepare,  the  mules  incessant  rein. 
*^He  blooming  virgin  with  despatchful  cares 
^J^Utiics,  and  stoles,  and  robes  imperial  bears. 
^^e  queen,  assiduous,  to  her  tram  assigns 
T^He  sumptuous  viands,,  and  the  flavorous  wines. 
yhe  train  prepare  a  cruise  of  curious  mould, 
^  cruise  of  fragrance,  form*d  of  bumish*d  gold; 
^dour  divine  !  whose  soft  refreshing  streams 
Sleek  the  smooth  skin,  and  scent  the  snoNvy  limbs. 

N'ow  mounting  the  gay  seat,  the  silken  reins 
~"irie  in  her  hand :  along  the  sounding  plains 
^"^ift  fly  the  mules :  nor  rode  the  nymph  alone  ; 
^J^found,  a  bevy  of  bright  damsels  shone. 
Jj^^y  seek  the  cisterns  where  Phxacian  dames 
'^5*.sh  their  fair  garments  in  the  limpid  streams  j 
Vol,  xlii.  o 
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Where,  gathering  into  depth  from  falling  rills. 
The  lucid  wave'a  spacious  basin  fills. 
The  mules  unhamess'd  range  beside  the  main. 
Or  crop  the  verdant  herbage  of  the  plain. 

Then  emulous  the  royal  robes  they  lave. 
And  plunge  the  vestures  in  the  cleansing  wave: 
(Tlie  vestures  cleans'd  overspread  the  shelly  sand^ 
Their  snowy  lustre  whitens  all  the  strand) 
Then  with  a  short  repast  reheve  their  toil, 
And  o'er  their  limbs  diffuse  ambrosial  oil ; 
And  while  the  robes  imbibe  the  solar  ray, 
(Ver  the  green  mead  the  sporting  virgins  play 
(Their  shining  veils  unbound.^     Along  the  skies 
Toss'd,  and  retoss'd,  the  ball  mcessant  flies. 
They  sport,  they  feast;  Nausicaa  lifts  her  voice. 
And  warbling  sweet,  makes  earth  and  heaven  ne- 
joice. 

As  when  o'er  Erymanth  Diana  roves. 
Or  wide  Taygetus'  resounding  groves ; 
A  sylvan  train  the  huntress-queen  surrounds. 
Her  rattling  quiver  from  her  shoulder  sounds ; 
Fierce  in  the  sport,  along  the  mountain's  brow 
They  bay  the  boar,  or  chase  the  bounding  roc  : 
High  o'er  the  lawn,  with  more  majestic  pace. 
Above  the  nymphs  she  treads  with  stately  g^ce  r 
Distinguished  excellence  the  goddess  proves; 
Exults  Latona,  as  the  virgin  moves. 
M'ith  equal  grace  Natisicaa  trod  the  plain. 
And  shone  transcendant  o'er  the  beauteous  train 

Meantime  (the  care  and  favourite  of  the  skics^ 
"Wrapt  in  embowering  shade,  Ulysses  hes. 
His  woes  forgot !  but  Pallas  now  address'd 
To  break  the  bands  of  all-composing  rest. 
Forth  from  her  snowy  hand  Nausicaa  threw 
The  various  ball;  the  ball  erroneous  flew. 
And  swam  tlie  stream:  loud  shrieks  the  virgin-trai 
And  the  loud  shriek  r<»doiiblcp  from  the  main. 
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jl^ak'd  by  the  shrilling  sound,  UlvMes  rose,  . 
'^Dd  to  the  deaf  woo<u,  wailing,  breath'd  his  woes: 

**  Ah  me !  on  what  inhospitable  coast, 
^Ji  what  new  region  is  Ulysses  tost : 
^ossess'd  by  wild  barbarians  fierce  in  arms; 
^  men  whose  bosom  tender  pity  warms  ? 
What  sounds  are  these  that  gfather  from  the  shores: 
*1)e  voice  of  nymphs  that  haunt  the  sylvan  bow'rs, 
the  fair-hair'd  Dryads  of  the  shady  wood. 
Or  azure  daughters  of  the  silver  flood; 
Or  human  voice  ?  but,  issuing  from  the  shades, 
Why  cease  I  straight  to  learn  what  sound  invades  f 
Then,  where  the  grove  with  leaves  umbrageous 
bends. 
With  forceful  strength  a  branch  the  hero  rends; 
Around  his  loins  the  verdant  cincture  spreads 
A  wreathy  foUage  and  concealing  shades. 
As  when  a  Kon  m  the  midnight  hours, 
Beat  by  rude  blasts,  and  wet  with  wintry  showers,. 
Descends  terrific  from  the  mountain's  brow: 
With  living  flames  his  rolling  eye-balls  glow; 
With  conscious  strength  elate,  he  bends  his  way 
Majestically  fierce,  to  seize  his  prey 
(The  steer  or  stag; )  or  with  keen  hunger  bold 
Springs  o'er  the  fence,  and  dissipates  tlie  fold. 
No  less  a  terror,  from  the  neighbouring  groves 
(Rou^  from  the  tossing  surge)  Ulysses  moves; 
Urg^d  on  by  want,  and  recent  from  the  storms; 
The  brackish  ooze  his  manly  grace  deforms. 
Wide  o'er  the  shore  with  many  a  piercing  cry 
To  rocks,  to  caves,  the  frighted  virgins  fly; 
All  but  the  nymph:  the  nymph  stood  fix'd  alone. 
By  Pallas  arm'd  with  boldness  not  her  own. 
Meantime  in  dubious  thought  the  king  awsdts. 
And  self-considering,  as  he  stands,  debates ; 
Distant  his  mournful  story  to  declare. 
Or  prostrate  at  her  knee  address  the  pray'r< 
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But  fearful  to  offend,  by  wisdom  swayM, 
At  awful  distance  he  accosts  the  maid : 

"  If  from  the  skies  a  goddess,  or  if  earth 
(Imperial  virgin)  boast  thy  glorious  birth. 
To  thcc  I  bend !  if  in  tliat  bright  disguise 
Thou  visit  eartli,  a  daughter  of  the  skies, 
llul,  Dian,  hail !  the  huntress  of  the  groves 
So  sliines  majestic,  and  so  stately  moves. 
So  breathes  an  air  divine !  But  if  thy  race 
Be  mortal,  and  this  earth  thy  native  place, 
BlessM  is  the  father  from  whose  loins  you  sprung, 
Bless'd  is  the  mother  at  whose  breast  you  hung, 
Bless'd  are  the  brethren  who  thy  blood  dinde* 
To  such  a  miracle  of  channs  allied : 
Joyful  they  see  applauding  princes  gpize. 
When  stately  in  the  dance  you  swim  the'  harmo- 
nious maze. 
But  bless'd  o*er  all,  the  youth  ¥rith  heavenly  charms, 
Who  clasps  the  bright  perfection  in  his  arms ! 
Never,  1  never  view'd  till  this  bless'd  hour 
Such  ^nish'd  grace !  I  gaze  and  1  adore  ! 
Thus  seems  the  palm  witli  stately  honours  crown'd 
By  Phoebus'  altars ;  thus  o'crlooks  the  ground ; 
The  pride  of  Dclos.     (By  the  Dclian  coast 
I  voyaged,  leader  of  a  warrior-host. 
But  all  how  chang'd !  from  thence  my  sorrow  flows; 
O  fatal  voyage,  source  of  all  my  woes!) 
Raptiu^d  1  stood,  and  as  this  hour  amaz'd. 
With  reverence  at  tlie  lofty  wonder  gaz'd : 
Raptur'd  1  stand !  for  earth  ne'er  knew  to  bear 
A  plant  so  stately,  or  a  nymph  so  fair. 
Aw'd  from  access,  1  lift  my  suppliant  hands; 
For  misery,  O  queen,  before  tliec  stands ! 
Twice  ten  tempestuous  nights  1  TollM,  resign'J 
To  roaring  billows,  and  tlie  wamng  wind; 
Heaven  bade  the  deep  to  s])arc !  hut  h<'aven,  my  foe. 
Spares  only  to  inflict  some  mightier  wo ! 
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Inur'd  to  cares,  to  death  in  all  its  forms ; 
Outcast  1  rove,  familiar  with  the  storms ! 
Once  more  I  view  the  face  of  humankind : 
O  let  soft  pity  touch  thy  generous  mind ! 
Unconscious  of  what  air  I  breathe,  I  stand 
Naked,  defenceless,  on  a  foreign  land. 
Propitious  to  my  wants,  a  vest  supply 
To  g^uard  the  wretched  from  the'  inclement  sky ; 
So  may  the  gods  who  heaven  and  earth  control. 
Crown  the  chaste  wishes  of  thy  virtuous  soul. 
On  thy  soft  hours  their  choicest  blessings  shed ; 
Bless'd  with  a  husband  be  thy  bridal  bed ; 
Bless'd  be  thy  husband  with  a  blooming  race. 
And  lasting  union  crown  your  blissful  days. 
The  gods,  when  they  supremely  bless,  bestow 
Firm  union  on  their  favourites  below  : 
Then  envy  grieves,  with  inly-pining  hate; 
The  good  exult,  and  heaven  is  in  our  state." 
To  whom  the  nymph:  **  O  stranger,  cease  thy 
care. 
Wise  is  thy  soul,  but  man  is  bom  to  bear : 
Jove  weighs  affairs  of  earth  in  dubious  scales, 
And  the  good  suffers,  while  the  bad  prevails ; 
Bear,  with  a  soul  resigned,  the  will  of  Jove; 
Who  breathes,  must  mourn:  thy  woes  are  from 

above. 
But  since  thou  tread'st  our  hospitable  shore, 
*Tis  mine  to  bid  the  wretched  g^eve  no  more. 
To  clothe  the  naked,  and  thy  way  to  guide- 
Know,  the  Phxacian  tribes  this  land  divide; 
From  great  Alcinous'  royal  loins  I  spring, 
A  happy  nation,  and  a  happy  king." 
Then  to  her  msdds — "  Why,  why,  ye  coward  train. 
These  fears,  this  flight  ?  ye  fear,  and  fly  in  vain. 
Dread  ye  a  foe  P  dismiss  that  idle  dread, 
*Tis  death  with  hostile  step  these  shores  to  tread : 
Safe  in  the  love  of  heaven,  an  ocean  flows 
Around  our  realm,  a  barrier  from  the  foes; 

o2 
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'Tis  ours  this  son  of  sorrow  to  relieve, 
Cheer  the  sad  heart,  nor  let  affliction  grieve. 
By  Jove  the  stranger  and  the  poor  are  sent. 
And  what  to  those  we  give,  to  Jove  is  lent. 
I'hen  food  supply,  afid  bathe  his  feunting  limbs 
Where  waving  shades  obscure  the  mazy  streaanu 

Obedient  to  the  call,  the  chief  they  guide 
To  the  calm  current  of  the  secret  tide; 
Close  by  the  stream  a  royal  dress  they  lay, 
A  vest  and  robe,  with  rich  embroideiy  gay : 
Then  unguents  in  a  vase  of  gold  supply. 
That  breatli'd  a  fragrance  through  the  balmy  si 

To  them  the  king :  "  No  longer  I  detain 
Your  friendly  care ;  retire,  ye  vugin  train ! 
Retire,  while  from  my  wearied  limbs  I  lave 
The  foul  pollution  of  the  briny  wave : 
Ye  gods !  since  this  worn  frame  refection  knew. 
What  scenes  have  I  surve3r'd  of  dreadful  view  ? 
But,  nymphs,  recede !  sa^ge  chastity  denies 
To  raise  the  blush,  or  pain  the  modest  eyes." 

The  nymphs  withdrawn,  at  once  into  the  tide 
Active  he  bounds;  the  flashing  waves  divide: 
0*er  all  his  limbs  liis  hands  the  wave  diffuse. 
And  from  liis  locks  compress  the  weedy  ooze; 
The  balmy  oil,  a  fragrant  shower,  he  sheds: 
Then,  dress'd  in  pomp  magnificently  treads. 
The  warrior-goddess  gives  his  frame  to  shine 
With  majesty  enlarged,  and  air  divine: 
Back  from  his  brows  a  length  of  hair  unfurls, 
His  hyacinthine  locks  descend  in  wavy  curb. 
As  by  some  artist  to  whom  Vulcan  gives 
His  skill  divine,  a  breathing  statue  lives; 
By  Pallas  taught,  he  frames  the  wondrous  mouk 
And  o*er  the  silver  pours  the  fusil  gold: 
So  Pallas  his  heroic  frame  improves 
With  heavenly  bloom,  and  like  a  god  he  moves. 
A  fragrance  breathes  around:  majestic  grace 
Attend  his  steps:  the'  astonish'd  virgins  gaze. 
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reclines  along  the  murmuring  seas, 
'  freshness  from  the  fanning  breeze, 
'ondering  nymph  his  glorious  port  survey'd, 
ler  damsels,  with  amazement,  sud: 
without  care  divine  the  stranger  treads 
id  of  joy :  his  steps  some  godhead  leads: 
rove  destroy  liim,  sure  he  had  been  driven 
1  this  realm,  the  favourite  isle  of  heaven, 
ad  spectacle  of  wo  he  trod 
ert  sands,  and  now  he  looks  a  god. 
n  !  in  my  connubial  hour  decree 
n  my  spouse,  or  such  a  spouse  as  he ! 
e,  the  viands  and  the  bowl  provide" — 
ds  the  viands  and  the  bowl  supplied : 
e  fed,  for  keen  his  hunger  ra^d, 
h  the  generous  vintage  thirst  assuaged. 
>n  return  her  care  Nausicaa  bends, 
»eB  resumes,  the  glittering  car  ascends, 
•ming  o'er  the  held :  and  as  she  press*d 
indid  seat,  the  listening  chief  addressed : 
nger,  aiise  !  the  sun  rolls  down  the  day, 
le  palace  I  direct  .tliy  way: 
n  high  state  tlie  nobles  of  the  land 
Tiy  royal  sire,  a  radiant  band. 
%  tliough  wisdom  in  thy  soul  presides, 
Tom  thy  tongue,  and  every  action  guides; 
i  at  distance,  while  I  pass  the  plsiin 
)*er  the  furrows  waves  the  golden  grain : 
reasccnd — With  airy  mounds 
^h  of  wall  the  guarded  city  bounds : 
ing  land  two  ample  bays  divides; 
ough  the  narrow  mouths  descend  the  tides: 
cious  basins  arching  rocks  enclose,  | 
lefence  from  every  storm  that  blows, 
the  bay  great  Neptune's  fane  adjoins ; 
r,  a  forum  flank'd  with  marble  shines, 
he  bold  youth,  the  numerous  fleets  to  store, 
ic  broad  sail,  or  smooth  the  taper  oar: 
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For  not  the  bow  they  bend,  nor  boast  the  skill 
To  gpive  the  feather*d  arrow  wings  to  kill; 
But  the  tall  mast  above  the  vessel  rear. 
Or  teach  the  fluttering  sail  to  float  in  air. 
They  rush  into  the  deep  with  eager  joy. 
Climb  the  steep  surge,  and  through  the  tempest  fly; 
A  proud,  unpolish'd  race— ;To  me  belongs 
The  care  to  shun  the  blast  of  slanderous  tongoei: 
Lest  malice,  prone  the  virtuous  to  defame. 
Thus  with  vile  censure  taint  my  spotless  name : 

*  What  stranger  this,  whom  thus  Nauncaa  leads? 
Heavens!  with  what  gleeful  majesty  he  treads! 
Perhaps  a  native  of  some  distant  shore. 
The  future  consort  of  her  bridal  hour; 
Or,  rather,  some  descendant  of  the  sides; 
"Won  by  her  prayer,  the'  aerial  brideg^room  flies. 
Hi-aven  on  that  hour  its  choicest  influence  shed. 
That  gave  a  foreign  spouse  to  crown  her  bed ! 
All,  all  tlie  godlike  worthies  that  adorn 
This  realm,  she  flies ;  Phaeacia  is  her  scorn.* 

**  And  just  the  blame;  for  female  innocence 
Kot  only  flics  the  guilt,  but  shuns  the*  offence: 
The*  unguarded  virgin,  as  unchaste,  I  blame; 
And  tlie  least  freedom  with  the  sex  is  shame. 
Till  our  consenting  sires  a  spouse  pronde. 
And  public  nuptials  justify  the  bride. 

**  But  would'st  thou  soon  review  thy  native  phin? 
Attend,  and  s])cedy  thou  shalt  pass  the  main: 
N.gh  where  a  grove,  with  verdant  poplars  ciownU 
To  Pallas  sacred,  shades  the  holy  ground. 
We  bend  our  way :  a  bubbling  fount  distUs 
A  lucid  lake,  and  thence  decends  in  riUs; 
Around  tlie  grove  a  mead  witli  lively  green 
Falls  by  degi-ecs,  and  forms  a  beauteous  scene; 
Here  a  rich  juice  the  royal  vineyard  pours ; 
And  there  the  garden  yields  a  waste  of  flowers. 
Hence  hes  the  town,  as  far  as  to  the  car 
Floats  a  strong  shout  along  the  waves  of  air. 
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vait  cmbowcr'd,  while  I  ascend  alone 
it  Aleinous  on  his  royal  throne. 

advance  impatient  of  delay, 
the  lofty  palace  bend  thy  way : 
:y  palace  overlooks  the  town, 
^ery  dome  by  pomp  superior  known  ; 
may  point  the  way.     "With  earnest  giut 
ou  the  queen  along"  the  rooms  of  state; 
al  hand  a  wbndrous  work  designs; 
a  circle  of  bright  damsels  shines, 
ist  the  threads,  and  part  the  wool  dispose, 
irith  the  purpl^  orb  the  spindle  glows. 
I  a  throne,  amid  the  Scherian  pow'rs, 
il  father  shares  the  genial  hoors; 
he  queen  thy  mournful  tale  disclose, 
e  prevailing  eloc^uence  of  woes: 
;  thou  view  with  joy  thy  natal  shore, 
I  mountsuns  rise  between,  and  oceans  roar." 
.dded  not,  but  waving  as  she  wheel'd 
rer  scourge,  it  glitter'd  o'er  the  field: 
all  the  virgin  guides  the'  embroider*d  rein, 
lis  the  car  before  the*  attending  train, 
lirling  down  the  heavens,  the  golden  day 
rough  the  western  clouds  a  dewy  ray; 
)ve  they  reach,  where  from  the  sacred  shade 
as  tlius  the  pensive  hero  pray'd  : 
ighter  of  Jove  !  whose  arms  in  thunder  wield 
enging  bolt,  and  shake  the  dreadful  shield; 
:  by  thee,  in  vain  I  sought  thy  aid 
)looming  billows  clos'd  above  my  head: 

unconquer'd  maid;  accord  my  vows, 
great  hear,  and  pitying  heal  my  woes." 
heard  Minerva,  but  forbore  to  fly 
ptune  aw'd)  apparent  from  the  sky; 
od !  who  rag'd  with  vengeance  unrestrain'd, 
at  Ulysses  hail'd  his  native  land. 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 


THE  COUBT  OF  ALCI30VS. 


THE  princess  Nauvicaa  returns  to  the  city,  and  USyHCt  ioa» 
after  follows  thither.  He  is  nu.t  by  Pallas  in  the  fi>rm  of  a  yooff 
virgin,  who  ruides  him  to  the  palace,  and  directs  him  in  "what 
manner  to  addrest  the  queen  Arete.  She  then  invv^rei  him  n 
a  mist,  which  cau«»  him  to  pass  invisible.  The  ralaeeaai 
gardens  of  Alcinous  described.  Ulysses  ftlling^  at  the  tttt  if 
Uie  queen,  the  mist  disperses,  the  Phseacians  admire,  aad  ie> 
^ve  him  with  respect.  The  queen  inquiring  by  what  aens 
he  had  the  garments  he  then  wore,  he  relates  to  her  and  Ala* 
nous  his  departure  firom  Calypso,  and  his  arriral  on  thnr  do* 
ud)uons. 


The  same  day  continues,  and  the  book  ends  with  the  night. 
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BOOK  vn. 

Tbs  patient  heavenly  man  thus  suppliant  pra3r'<l; 
While  the  slow  mules  draw  on  the'  imperial  maid ; 
Tlkiough  the  proud  streets  she  moves,  the  public 

^aze: 
The  turmng  wheel  before  the  palace  stays. 
With  ready  love  her  brothers,  gathering  round. 
Received  the  gestures,  and  the  mules  unbound. 
She  seeks  the  bridal  bower :  a  matron  there 
The  rising  fire  supplies  with  busy  care, 
Whose  charms  in  youth  her  father's  heart  inflam'd, 
^ow  worn  with  age,  Eurymedusa  nam'd  : 
The  captive  dame  Phxacian  rovers  bore, 
natch*d  from  Epirus,  her  sweet  native  shore, 
V  grateful  prize)  and  in  her  bloom  bestow'd 
n  good  Alcinous,  honour*d  as  a  god: 
iirse  of  Nausicaa  from  her  infant  years, 
id  tender  second  to  a  mother's  cares. 
Now  from  the  sacred  thicket  were  he  lay, 
town  Ulysses  took  the  winding  way. 
)pitious  Pallas,  to  secure  her  care, 
»und  him  spread  a  veil  of  thicken'd  air; 
shun  the*  encounter  of  tlie  vulgar  crowd, 
Iting  still,  inquisitive  and  loud, 
•n  near  the  fam'd  Phacacian  walls  he  drew, 
beauteous  city  opening  to  his  view, 
I.,  xi.ii.  r 
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His  step  a  virgin  met,  and  stood  before: 
A  polish'd  um  the  seeming"  virgin  bore. 
And  youthful  smil'd ;  but  in  the  low  disguise 
Lay  hid  the  goddess  with  the  azure  eyes. 

**  Show  me,  fair  daughter  (tlius  the  chief  dt 
mands,) 
The  house  of  him  who  rules  these  happy  lands. 
Through  many  woes  and  wanderings,  lo !  1  come 
To  gt)od  Alcinous'  hospitable  dome. 
Far  from  my  native  coast,  I  rove  alone, 
A  wTctched  stranger,  and  of  all  unknown  !" 

The  ^ddess  answer'd:  "  Father,  I  obey. 
And  pomt  the  wandering  traveller  his  way  : 
Well  known  to  me  the  palace  you  inquire. 
For  fast  beside  it  dwells  mv  honour*d  sire  ; 
But  silent  march,  nor  greet  the  common  train 
With  question  needless,  or  inquiry  vain. 
A  race  of  rugged  mariners  are  these  ; 
Unpolish'd  men,  and  boisterous  as  their  seas : 
The  native  islanders  alone  their  care. 
And  hateful  lie  that  breathes  a  foreign  air. 
These  did  the  ruler  of  tlie  deep  ordain 
To  build  proud  navies,  and  command  the  main  ; 
On  canvass  wings  to  cut  the  watery  way  ; 
\o  bird  so  light,  no  thought  so  swift  as  they." 

Thus  having  spoke,  tlie'  unknown  celestial  lead 
The  footsteps  ot  the  deity  he  treads. 
And  secret  moves  along  the  crowded  space, 
Unseen  of  all  the  rude  Phaeaciun  race. 
(So  Pallas  order'd,  Pallas  to  their  eyes 
The  mist  objected,  and  condens'd  the  skies) 
The  chief  with  wonder  sees  the  extended  strectSi 
The  spreading  harbours,  and  the  riding  fleets; 
He  next  their  princes'  lofty  domes  admires. 
In  sepai-ate  islands  crown'd  with  rising  spires  ; 
And  deep  intrenchmenls,  and  high  walls  of  ston^ 
That  gird  tlie  city  like  a  marble  zone. 
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h  the  king-ly  palace  gates  he  view'd  ; 
toppM  the  goddess,  and  her  speech  re- 
new*d : 

task  is  done  :  the  mansion  you  inquire 
before  you ;  enter,  and  admire, 
•on'd,  and  feasting,  there  thou  shalt  behold 
otred  rulers.     Fear  not,  but  be  bold: 
:  boldness  ever  meets  with  friends, 
s,  and  e'en  a  stranger  recommends. 
:he  queen  prefer  a  suppliant's  claim, 
*  queen.  Arete  is  her  name, 
e  her  parents,  and  her  power  the  same._ 
V,  from  Ocean's  god  Nausithous  sprung," 
ibaea,  beautiful  and  young; 
idon's  last  hope,  who  rul*d  of  old 
;  of  giants,  impious,  proud,  and  bold ; 
the  nation  in  unrighteous  war, 
the  prince,  and  left  this,  only  heir) 
Y  by  Neptune's  amorous  power  compress'd, 
I  a  monarch  tliat  his  people  bless'd,  . 
nd  prince  of  the  Phaeacian  name ; 
n  Hhexenor  and  Alcinous  came. 
:  by  Phoebus'  burning  arrows  fir'd, 
n  his  nuptials,  hapless  youth !  expir*d. 
urviv'd :  Arete  heir'd  his  state, 
,  Alcinous  chose  his  royal  mate. 
lOurs  yet  to  womankind  unknown, 
en  he  graces,  and  divides  the  throne  : 
tenderness  her  sons  conspire, 
he  children  emulate  tlieir  sire, 
irough  the  sli-cet  she  gracious  deigns  to 
move, 

blic  wonder,  and  the  public  love) 
jues  of  all  with  ti-ansport  sound  her  pndsc, 
!i  of  all,  as  on  a  goddess  gaze. 
i  the  triumph  of  a  generous  breast, 
divisions,  to  relieve  the*  oppress'd ; 
;  rich ;  in  blessing  others,  bless'd. 
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Go  then  secure,  thy  humble  suit  prefer. 
And  owe  thy  countiy  and  thy  friends  to  her." 

With  that  the  goddess  deig^M  no  longer  stay. 
But  o'er  the  world  of  waters  wing'd  her  way: 
Forsaking  Scheria's  ever-pleasing  shore. 
The  winds  to  Marathon  the  virgin  bore ; 
Thence,  where  proud  Athens  rears  her  toweiy  head* 
With  opening  streets  and  shining  structures  spread. 
She  pass'd,  dehghted  with  the  well-known  seats; 
And  to  Erectheus*  sacred  dome  retreats. 

Meanwhile  Ulysses  at  the  palace  waits,  "^ 

There  stops,  and  ansous  wiui  his  soul  debates,  > 
FlxM  in  amaze  before  the  ro3ral  gates.  j 

The  front  appeared  with  raduuit  splendours  gay, 
Bright  as  the  lamp  of  night,  or  on>  of  day. 
The  walls  were  massy  brass :  the  cornice  high 
Blue  metals  crown'd,  in  colours  of  the  sky : 
Rich  plates  of  gold  the  folding  doors  incase; 
The  pillars  silver,  on  a  brazen  base ; 
Silver,  the  lintels  deep-projecting  o'er. 
And  gold,  the  ringlets  that  command  the  door. 
Two  rows  of  stately  dogs,  on  either  hand. 
In  sculptured  gold  and  labour'd  silver  stand. 
These  Vulcan  form*d  with  art  divine,  to  wait 
Immortal  guardians  at  Alcinous'  gutc; 
Alive  each  animated  frame  appears. 
And  still  to  live  beyond  the  power  of  years. 
Fair  thrones  within  from  space  to  space  were  rais'd, 
Where  various  carpets  with  embroidery  blaz'd, 
The  work  of  matrons :  these  the  princes  press'd. 
Day  following  day,  a  long-continued  feast. 
Refulgent  pedestals  the  walls  surround. 
Which  boys  of  gold  with  flaming  torches  crown'd ; 
The  polish'd  ore,  reflecting  even'  ray, 
Blaz'd  on  the  banquets  with  a  double  day. 
Full  fifty  handmaids  form  the  household  train; 
Some  turn  the  mill,  or  sift  the  golden  grain ; 
Some  ply  the  loom ;  their  buzy  finjjfers  move 
Like  poplar  leaves,  when  Zep'h}-r  fans  the  ^i\  «-■ 
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e  renown'd  tlie  men  of  Scheria's  isle, 
ng  arts  and  all  the  naval  toil, 
)rks  of  female  skill  their  women's  pride, 
iig  shuttle  through  the  threads  to  guide* 
'  tliese  her  double  gif^  imparts, 
c  genius,  and  industrious  arts, 
to  the  gates  a  spacious  garden  lies, 
)rms  defended,  and  inclement  skies, 
es  was  the'  allotted  space  of  gfround, 
i^itli  a  green  enclosure  all  around : 
ving  trees  confessed  the  fruitful  mould; 
dening  apple  ripens  here  to  gold: 
i  blue  fig  with  luscious  juice  o'erflows, 
eper  red  the  full  pomegranate  ^loi^'s, 
nch  here  bends  beneatli  the  weighty  pear, 
dant  olives  flourish  round  the  year, 
ny  spirit  of  the  western  gale 
breathes  on  fioiits  untaught  to  fail : 
spping  pear  a  following  pear  supplies, 
es  apples,  figs  on  figs  arise: 
le  mild  season  gives  the  blooms  to  blow. 
Is  to  harden,  and  the  fruits  to  grow, 
order'd  vines  in  equal  ranks  appear, 
the*  united  laboura  of  the  year : 
unload  the  fertile  branches  run; 
y  the  blackening  clusters  in  the  sun, 
o  tread  the  liquid  harvest  join, 
aning  presses  foam  vnih  floods  of  wine. 
e  tlie  vines  in  early  flower  descried, 
apes  discolour'd  on  the  sunny  side, 
re  in  autumn's  richest  purple  dyed, 
of  all  various  herbs,  for  ever  green, 
teous  order  terminate  the  scene, 
plenteous  fountains  the  whole  prospect  '\ 
crown'd;  [around,  I 

irough   the  gardens  leads  its    streams  f 
ach  plant,  and  waters  all  the  ground;      J 
p  2 
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While  that  in  pipes  beneath  the  palace  flows. 
And  thence  its  current  on  the  town  bestows : 
To  various  use  their  various  streams  the^  bring. 
The  people  one,  and  one  supplies  the  king. 

Such  were  the  glories  which  the  gods  ordain'd. 
To  grace  Alcinous,  and  his  happy  land  < 
E'en  from  the  chief,  who  men  and  nations  knew. 
The'  unwonted  scene  surprise  and  rapture  drew ; 
In  pleasing  thought  he  ran  the  prospect  o'er. 
Then  hasty  enter*d  at  the  lofty  door. 
Night  now  approaching,  in  the  palace  stand. 
With  giblets  crown'd,  the  rulers  of  the  land; 
Prepared  for  rest,  and  offering  to  the  god 
Who  bears  the  virtue  of  the  Seepy  rod. 
Unseen  he  glided  tlirough  the.  joyous  crowd. 
With  darkness  circled,  and  an  ambient  cloud. 
Direct  to  great  Alcinous*  throne  he  came, 
And  prostrate  fell  before  the'  imperial  dame. 
Then  from  around  him  dropp'd  the  veil  of  night ; 
Sudden  he  shines,  and  manitest  to  sight. 
The  nobles  gaze,  with  awful  fear  oppress'd  ; 
Silent  they  gaze,  and  eye  the  godlike  guest. 

"  Daughter  of  great  Khexenor  !  (thus  began, 
Low  at  licr  knees,  the  much-enduring  man) 
To  thee,  thy  consort,  and  this  roval  train. 
To  all  that  share  the  blessings  of  your  reign, 
A  suppliant  bends !  O  pity  iiuman  wo  ! 
'Tis  what  the  happy  to  ttie'  unhappy  owe. 
A  wretched  exile  to  his  country  send, 
Long  worn  with  griefs,  and  long  without  a  friend. 
So  may  the  gods  your  better  days  increase. 
And  all  your  joys  descend  on  all  your  race  ; 
So  reign  for  ever  on  yo'ir  country's  breast. 
Your  people  blessing,  by  your  people  bless'd !" 

Then  to  the  genial  hearth  he  bow'd  his  face. 
And  humbled  in  the  ashes  trjok  his  place. 
Silence  ensued.     The  eldest  first  began, 
Ecbencus  sage,  a  venerable  man ! 
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Whose  well-taught  mind  the  present  age  surpass 
And  jom'd  to  that  the'  experience  of  the  last. 
Fit  words  attended  on  his  weighty  sense. 
And  mild  persuasion  flow'd  in  eloquence. 

**  Oh  sight,  (he  cried)  dishonest  and  unjust ! 
A  guest,  a  stranger,  seated  in  the  dust ! 
To  raise  the  lowly  suppliant  from  the  gfround 
Befits  a  monarch.    Lo !  the  peers  around 
But  wait  thy  word,  the  gentle  g^est  to  grace. 
And  seat  him  fair  in  some  distinguish'd  place. 
Let  first  the  herald  due  libation  pay 
To  Jove,  who  guides  the  wanderer  on  his  way; 
Then  set  the  genial  banquet  in  his  view. 
And  give  the  stranger-guest  a  stranger's  due." 

His  sage  advice  the  listening  king  obeys; 
He  stretch'd  his  hand  the  prudent  chief  to  raise. 
And  from  his  seat  Laodamas  remov'd, 
(The  monarch's  offspring,  and  liis  best  belov'd) 
There  next  his  side  the  godlike  hero  sat; 
With  stars  of  silver  shone  the  bed  of  state. 
The  golden  ewer  a  beauteous  handmaid  brings, 
leplenish'd  from  the  cool  translucent  springs, 
Vhose  polish'd  vase  with  copious  streams  supplies 
silver  laver,  of  capacious  size, 
he  table  next  in  regal  order  spread, 
le  glittering  canisters  are  heap'd  with  bread: 
ands  of  various  kinds  invite  the  taste, 
choicest  sort  and  savour,  rich  repast ! 
us  feasting  high,  Alcinous  g^ve  the  sign, 
i  bade  the  herald  pour  the  rosy  wine. 
tt  all  around  the  due  libation  pay 
Tove,  who  guides  the  wanderer  on  his  way." 
e  said.     Pontonus  heard  the  king's  command: 
circling  goblet  moves  from  hand  to  hand: 
drinks  the  juice  that  glads  the  heart  of  man. 
ous  then,  with  aspect  mild,  began: 
rinces  and  peers,  attend !  while  we  impart 
u  the  thoughts  of  no  inhuman  heart. 
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Now  pleas'd  and  satiate  from  the  social  rite 
Repair  we  to  the  blessings  of  the  night : 
But  with  the  rising  day,  assembled  here, 
T^et  all  the  elders  of  the  land  appear. 
Pious  observe  our  hospitable  laws, 
And  heaven  propitiate  in  the  stranger's  cause : 
Then  join*d  in  council,  proper  means  explore 
Safe  to  transport  him  to  the  wish'd-for  shore: 
(How  distant  that,  imports  not  us  to  know. 
Nor  weigh  the  labour,  but  relieve  the  wo) 
Meantime,  nor  harm  nor  anguish  let  him  bear : 
This  interval,  heaven  trusts  him  to  our  care ; 
But  to  his  native  land  our  charge  rcsign*d. 
Heaven's  is  his  life  to  come,  and  all  the  woes  be- 
hind. 
Then  must  he  suffer  what  the  fates  ordain 
For  fate  has  wove  the  thread  of  life  with  pain, 
And  twins,  e*en  from  the  birth,  are  misery 
man! 

"  But  if,  descended  from  the*  Olympian  bower. 
Gracious  a])proach  us  some  immortal  f)ower ; 
If  in  that  form  thou  com'st  a  guest  divine. 
Some  high  event  the  conscious  gods  design.  ' 

As  yet,  unhid  they  never  grac'd  o\ir  feast, 
The  solemn  sacrifice  call'd  down  the  guest; 
Then  manifest  of  heaven  the  vision  stood. 
And  to  oiu*  eyes  familiar  was  the  god. 
Oft  with  some  favoured  traveller  they  stray. 
And  shine  before  him  all  the  desert  way: 
"With  social  intercourae,  and  face  to  face. 
The  friends  and  guardians  of  our  pious  race. 
So  near  approach  we  tlieir  celesti:d  kind. 
By  justice,  truth,  and  probity  of  mind; 
As  our  dire  neighbours  of  Cyclopsean  birth 
Match  in  fierce  wrong  the  giant-sons  of  earth." 

"Let  no  such  thought  (with  modest  grace  rejoin'd 
The  prudent  Greek)  possess  the  royal  mind. 


>ain,    r 
'  and  r 
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Alas !  a  mortal,  like  thyself,  am  I; 
Ko  glorious  native  of  yon  azure  sky : 
In  form,  ah,  how  unlike  their  heavenly  kind ! 
How  more  inferior  in  the  gifts  of  mind ! 
Alas,  a  mortal !  most  oppressed  of  those 
IVhom  fate  has  loaded  with  a  weight  of  woes ; 
By  a  sad  train  of  miseries  alone 
Distinguished  long,  and  second  now  to  none ! 
By  heaven's  high  will  compell'd  from  shore  to  shore; 
With  heaven's  high  will  prepared  to  suffer  more. 
"What  histories  of  toil  could  I  declare  ? 
But  still  long-wearied  nature  wants  repair; 
Spent  with  fatigue,  and  shrunk  with  pining  fast. 
My  craving  bowels  still  require  repast. 
Howe'er  the  noble,  suffering  mind,  may  grieve 
Its  load  of  ang^uish,  and  disdain  to  live; 
Neceiuty  demands  our  daily  bread; 
Hanger  is  insolent,  and  will  be  fed. 
But  finish,  O  ye  peers !  what  you  propose. 
And  let  the  morrow*s  dawn  conclude  my  woes: 
Pleas'd  will  1  suffer  all  the  g^s  ordain. 
To  see  my  soil,  my  son,  my  friends,  again. 
That  view  vouchsaf  *d,  let  instant  death  surprise 
Vith  ever-during  shade  these  happy  eyes  !" 
The'  assembled  peers  with  generad  praise  ap- 
proved 
s  pleaded  reason,  and  the  suit  he  mov'd. 
cii  drinks  a  full  oblivion  of  his  cares, 
d  to  the  gifts  of  balmy  sleep  repairs. 
T^sses  in  the  regal  walls  alone 
nain'd:  beside  him,  on  a  splendid  throne, 
ine  Arete  and  Alcinous  shone. 
\  queen,  on  nearer  view,  the  guest  sun^ey'd 
'd  in  the  garments  her  own  hands  had  made; 
without  wonder  seen.     Then  thus  began, 
words  addressing  to  the  godlike  man: 
^am'st  tliou  not  hither,  wondrous  stranger! 
V  lands  remote,  and  o'er  a  lengtli  of  sea  ?  [say. 
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'i'ell  tlien  whence  art  thou  ?  whence  that  princely 

air  ? 
And  robes  like  these,  so  recent  and  so  fair  ?" 
"  Hard  is  the  task,  O  princess !  you  impose, 
(Thus  sighing  spoke  the  man  of  many  woes) 
The  long-,  tlie  mournful  series  to  relate  • 
Of  all  my  sorrows,  sent  by  heaven  and  fate ! 
Yet  wliat  you  ask,  attend.     An  island  lies 
Beyond  these  tracts,  and  under  other  skies, 
Og-yg^a  nam'd,  in  Ocean's  wat'ry  arms; 
Where  dwells  Calypso,  dreadful  in  her  cliarnis ! 
Remote  from  g^ds  or  men  she  holds  her  reign. 
Amid  the  terrors  of  the  rolling  main. 
Me,  only  me,  the  hand  of  fortune  bore, 
TJnbless'd !  to  tread  that  interdicted  shore. 
When  Jove  tremendous  in  the  sable  deeps 
Launched  his  red  lightning  at  our  scattei^d  ships: 
Then,  all  my  fleet,  and  all  my  followers  lost. 
Sole  on  a  plank,  on  boiling  surges  toss'd. 
Heaven  drove  my  wreck  the*  Ogj'gian  isle  to  find. 
Full  nine  days  floating  to  the  wave  and  wind. 
Met  by  the  goddess  there  with  open  arms. 
She  brib'd  my  stay  with  more  than  human  charms; 
Nay  promis'd,  vainly  promised,  to  bestow 
Immortal  life,  exempt  from  age  and  wo. 
But  all  her  blandishments  successless  prove. 
To  banish  from  my  breast  my  country's  love. 
J  stay  reluctant  seven  continued  years. 
And  water  her  ambrosial  couch  with  tears. 
The  eighth,  she  voluntary  moves  to  part. 
Or  urg'd  by  Jove,  or  her  own  changeful  heart. 
A  raft  was  form'd  to  cross  the  surging  sea; 
Herself  supplied  the  stores  and  rich  array; 
And  gave  tlie  gales  to  waft  me  on  the  way. 
In  seventeen  days  appcar'd  your  pleasing  coast. 
And  woody  mountains  half  in  vapours  lost. 
Joy  touched  my  soul:  my  soul  was  joy'd  in  vain, 
For  angry  Neptune  rous'd  the  raging  nuiin ; 
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The  wild  winds  wliistle,  and  the  billows  roar; 
The  splitting  raft  the  furious  tempest  tore; 
And  storms  vindictive  intercept  the  shore. 
Soon  as  their  rag-c  subsides,  the  seas  I  brave 
'With  naked  force,  and  shoot  along  the  wave. 
To  reach  this  isle:  but  there  my  hopes  were  lost, 
The  surge  impelPd  me  on  a  crag^*  coast. 
I  chose  the  safer  sea,  and  chanc'u  to  find 
A  river's  mouth,  inper^ious  to  the  wind. 
And  clear  of  rocks.     I  fainted  bv  the  flood; 
Then  took  the  shelter  of  the  neigtibouring  wooti. 
•Twas  night;  and  cover'd  in  the  foliage  deep, 
Jove  plunged  my  senses  in  the  death  of  sleep. 
All  night  1  slept,  oblivious  of  my  pain: 
Aurora  dawn'd,  and  Phccbus  shin'd  in  vain. 
Nor  till  oblique  he  slop'd  his  evening  ray. 
Had  Somnus  dried  the  balmv  dews  awav. 
Then  female  voices  from  the  shore  I  heard: 
A  maid  amidst  them,  goddess-like,  appeared: 
To  her  1  sued,  she  pitied  my  distress  ; 
Like  thee  in  beautv,  nor  in  virtue  less. 
Who  from  such  youth  could  hope  considerate  care  ' 
In  youtli  and  beauty  wisdom  is  but  rare  ! 
She  gave  me  life,  reliev'd  with  just  supplies 
My  wants,  and  lent  these  robes  tliat  strike  your 

eves, 
"his  is  the  truth:  and  oh,  ye  powers  on  high! 
'orbid  that  want  should  sink  me  to  a  lie." 
To  tliis  the  king:  **  Our  daughter  but  express 'd 
cr  cares  imperfect  to  our  godlike  guest, 
ipplixmt  to  her,  since  fii-st  he  diose  to  pray, 
hy  not  herself  did  she  conduct  the  way, 
id  witli  lier  handmaids  to  our  court  convey  ?" 
*  Hero  and  king !  (Ulysses  thus  replied) 
■•  blame  her,  faultless,  nor  suspect  of  pride: 
bade  me  follow  in  the'  attendant  train ; 
fear  and  reverence  did  my  steps  detain. 
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Lest  rash  suspicion  might  alann  thy  mind: 
Man's  of  a  jealous  and  mistaking  lund." 

••  Far  from  my  soul  (he  cried)  the  gods  eflTaoe 
All  wrath  ill-grounded,  and  suspicion  base ! 
Whatever  is  honest,  stranger,  1  approve; 
And  would  to  Pbcebus,  Pallas,  and  to  Jove, 
Such  as  thou  art,  thy  liiought  and  mine  were  one. 
Nor  thou  unwilling  to  be  call'd  my  son: 
in  such  alliance  couldat  thou  wish  to  join, 
A  palace  stor'd  with  treasures  should  be  thine. 
But  if  reluctant,  who  shall  force  thy  stay  f 
Jove  bids  to  set  the  stnjig^r  on  his  way, 
And  ships  shall  wait  thee  with  the  morning  ray 
TiU  then,  let  slumber  close  thy  careiiil  eyes ; 
The  wakeful  mariners  shall  watch  the  skies. 
And  seize  the  moment  when  the  breezes  rise : 
Then  gently  waft  thee  to  the  pleasing  shore, 
Where  thy  soul  rests,  and  labour  is  no  more. 
Far  as  Eubcea  though  thy  country  lay. 
Our  ships  witli  ease  transport  thee  in  a  day. 
Thither  of  old.  Earth's  giant-son  to  view. 
On  wings  of  winds  with  Rhadamanth  they  flew : 
This  land,  from  whence  their  morning  course  begun, 
Suw  them  returning  with  the  setting  sun. 
Your  eyes  shall  witness  and  confirm  my  tale. 
Our  youth  how  dext'rous,  and  how  fleet  our  sail, 
"W  lien  justly  tim'd  with  equal  sweep  they  row. 
And  ocean  whitens  in  long  tracks  below." 

Thus  he.    No  woi-cl  the'  experienc'd  man  repliejy 
But  thus  to  heaven  (and  heavenward  lifts  his  eyes:) 
"  O  Jove  !  O  father !  what  the  king  accords 
Do  thou  make  perfect !  sacred  be  his  words! 
AVide  o'er  tlie  world  Alcinous*  gloj-y  shine; 
Let  fame  be  his,  and  ah!  my  country  mine  I" 
Meantime  Arete,  for  the  hour  of  rest. 
Ordains  the  fleecy  couch,  and  covering  vest 
Bids  her  fair  train  the  purple  quilts  prcpiire. 
And  the  thick  carpets  spread  with  busy  care. 
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With  torches  blazing  in  their  hands  they  pass'd. 
And  finished  all  their  queen's  command  with  haste:. 
Then  ^ve  the  signal  to  the  willing  guest: 
He  rose  with  pleasure,  and  retir'd  to  rest. 
There,  soft^xtended,  to  the  murmuring  sound 
Of  the  high  porch,  Ulysses  sleeps  profound ! 
Withiii,  released  fh>m  cares  Alcmous  lies; 
And  fast  be^de,  were  clos'd  Arete's  eyes. 
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Now  fair  Aurora  lifts  her  golden  my, 
And  all  the  ruddy  orient'  flames  with  day: . 
Alcinous,  drtd  the  chief,  with  dawning  light, 
Rose  instant  from  the  slumbers  of  the  night; 
Tlien  to  the  council-seat  they. bend  their  way, 
And  fill  the  shining  thrones  along  the  bay. 
Meanwhile  Minerva,  in  her  guardian  care. 
Shoots  from  the  starry  vault  through  fields  of  air; 
In  form  the  herald  of  the  king,  she  flies 
From  peer  to  peer,  and  thus  mcessant  cries : 
•    **  Nobles  and  chiefs  who  rule  Ph acacia's  states, 
The  king  in  council  your  attendance  waits: 
A  prince  of  grace  divine  your  aid  implores, 
O'er  unknown  seas  arriv'd  from  unknown  shores." 
She  spoke,  and  sudden  with  tumultuous  sounds 
Of  thronging  multitudes  tlie  shore  rebounds: 
At  once  the  seats  they  fill:  and  every  eye 
Gaz'd,  as  before  some  brother  of  the  sky. 
Pallas  with  grace  divine  his  form  improves. 
More  high  he  treads,  and  more  enlarged  he  moves: 
She  sheds  celestial  bloom,  reg^d  to  draw ; 
And  gives  a  dignity  of  mien  to  awe; 
With  strength,  the  future  prize  of  fame  to  play, 
And  gather  all  the  honours  of  tlie  day. 
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Then  from  his  glittering  throne  Alcinous  rose: 
**  Attend  (he  cried)  while  we  our  will  disclose. 
Your  present  sdd  this  godlike  stranger  craves* 
Tost  by  rude  tempest  through  a  war  of  waves; 
Perhaps  from  reahns  that  view  the  rising  day. 
Or  nations  subject  to  the  westera  ray. 
Then  grant,  wnat  here  all  sons  of  wo  obtsun 
(For  here  a^iction  never  pleads  in  vain.) 
Be  chosen  youths  prepar'd,  expert  to  try 
The  vast  profound,  and  bid  the  vessel  fly: 
Launch  the  tall  bark,  and  order  every  oar ; 
Then  in  our  court  indulge  the  gonial  hour. 
Instant,  you  sailors,  to  this  task  attend ; 
Swift  to  the  palace,  all  ye  peers  ascend  $ 
Let  none  to  strangers  honours  due  disclaim : 
Be  there  Demod(^us,  the  burd  of  fame. 
Taught  by  the  gods  to  please,  when  lugh  h^  niigf 
The  vocal  lay,  responsive  to  Uie  strings." 

Thus  spoke  the  prince:  the'  attending  peers  obeft 
In  state  they  move;  Alcinous  leads  tlie  way:  ■ 
Swift  to  Demodocus  the  herald  flies. 
At  once  the  sailors  to  their  charge  arise  ; 
They  launch  tlie  vessel,  and  unfurl  the  sails, 
And  stretch  the  swelling  canvass  to  tlie  gales ;        i 
Then  to  the  palace  move:  a  gathering  tlirong. 
Youth,  and  white  age,  tumultuous  pour  along : 
Now  all  accesses  to  the  dome  are  filled ; 
Eight  boars,  the  choicest  of  the  herd,  are  kill'd: 
Two  beeves,  twelve  fatlings  from  the  flock,  they 

bring 
To  crown  the  feast ;  so  wills  the  bounteous  king. 
The  herald  now  arrives,  and  g^des  along 
The  sacred  master  of  celestial  song : 
Dear  to  the  Muse !  who  gave  his  days  to  flow 
With  mighty  blessings,  mix'd  with  mighty  woe: 
With  clouds  of  darkness  quench'd  his  visual  ray, 
But  gave  him  skill  to  raise  tlie  lofty  lay. 


«  his  seat  a  polish'd  table  shines,  ^i  j.¥  • 

I  full  goblet  foams  with  generous  wines:  f  ^* 

)od  a  herald  bore  :  and  now  they  fed  ;  {   ,\ 

low  the  rag^  of  craving  hunger  fled.  ^    ■' 
en  fir'd  by  all  the  mus«,  aloud  he  sings 

[nighty  deeds  of  demigods  and  kingfs  :  "|    . 

.  that  fierce  wrath  the  noble  song  arose,  ■ ,    •■  J 

made  Ulysses  and  Achilles  foes  :  ^  I 

o'er  the  feast  they  doom  the  fall  of  Troy?  •». 

stem  debate  Atrides  hears  with  joy :  t . 

leaven  foretold  the  contest,  when  he  trod  .>  . 

marble  threshold  of  the  Delphic  gfod,  ,  ^ " 

lus  to  learn  the  counsels  of  the  sky,  *    jk  \. 

■et  he  loos'd  the  rage  of  war  on  Troy.  ■  ,  ;j  ;■ 

uch'd  at  the  son^,  Ulysses  straight  resigned  -J  1 ' 

>ft  affliction  all  his  manlv  mind :  !  i' 

■e  his  eyes  the  purple  vest  he  drew,  f  ..li 

(tiious  to  conceal  the  falling  dew:  i  t .' 

trhen  the  music  paus'd,  he  ceas'd  to  shed  ■  it. 

flowing  tear,  and  rais'd  his  drooping  head.  I  -ft 

lifting  to  the  ffods  a  goblet  crown'd,  !   J ;; 

our'd  a  pure  hbation  to  the  g^und.  .'    ; 

ansported  with  the  song,  the  listening  train  '    >   . 
1  with  loud  applause  demand  the  strain : 
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Incessant  in  tlie  games  your  strength  display. 

Contest,  ye  brave,  the  honours  ot  the  day ! 

That  pleas'd  the'  admiring  stranger  may  proclain 

In  distant  regions  the  Phaeacian  lamc: 

None  wield  3ie  gauntlet  with  so  dire  a  sway, 

Or  swifter  in  the  race  devour  the  way; 

None  in  the  leap  spring  with  so  strong  :v  bound. 

Or  firmer,  in  the  wrestJSng,  press  the  ground," 

Thus  spoke  the  king:  tJhe' attending  peers obc 
In  state  they  move ;  Alcinous  leads  the  way: 
His  golden  lyre  Demodocus  unstrung. 
High  on  a  column  in  the  palace  hung ; 
And  guided  by  a  herald's  guardian  cares. 
Majestic  to  the  lists  of  fame  repairs. 

Now  swarms  the  populace  ;  a  countless  thronj 
Youth  and  hoar  age ;  and  man  drives  man  along: 
The  games  begin ;  ambitious  of  the  prize, 
Acroneus,  Thoon,  and  Eretmeus  rise; 
The  prize  Ocyalus  and  Prymneus  claim, 
AnchJalusand  Ponteus,  chiefs  of  fame: 
Tlicre  Prorcus,  Nautes,  Eratreus  appear, 
And  famM  Amphialus,  Polyneus'  heir: 
Eurjalus,  like  Mars  terrific,  rose, 
"When  clad  in  wrath  he  witlicrs  hosts  of  foes  : 
Naubolides  with  grace  unequal  shone 
Or  equalled  by  Laodamas  alone. 
^Vith  these  came  forth  Ambasineus  the  strong, 
And  three  brave  sons  from  great  Alcinous  sprung; 

Rang'd  in  a  line  the  ready  racers  stand. 
Start  from  the  goal,  and  vanish  o'er  the  strand: 
Swift  as  on  wings  of  wind  upborne  they  fly, 
And  ftrifts  of  rising  dust  involve  the  sky: 
Before  the  rest,  what  space  the  hinds  allow 
Between  tlie  mule  and  ox,  from  plough  to  plough 
Clytoncus  sprung:  he  wing'd  the  rapid  way. 
And  bore  the*  unrivalPd  honours  of  the  day. 
With  fierce  embrace  the  brawny  wrestlers  join: 
The  conquest,  great  Eurjalus,  is  thine« 
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lialus  sprung  forward  with  a  bound, 

rior  in  the  leap  a  length  of  ground: 

I  Eratreus'  strong  arm  the  aiscus  flies, 

sings  witli  unmatched  force  along  the  skies. 

Laodam  whirls  high,  with  dreadful  sway, 

jloves  of  death,  victorious  m  the  fray. 

lile  thus  the  peerage  in  the  games  contends, 

t  to  speak  Laodamas  ascends :  [skill'd 

I  friends  (he  cries, )  the  stranger  seems  well 

y  the*  illustrious  labours  of  the  field : 

m  him  brave;  then  grant  the  brave  man's  claim, 

;  the  hero  to  his  share  of  fame. 

:  nervous  arms  he  boasts!  how  firm  his  tread! 

imbs  how  tum'd!   how  broad  his  shoulders 

spread ! 
fe  unbroke ! — ^but  all-consunung  care 
'oys  perhaps  the   strength  that  time  would 
is  the  ocean,  dread  in  all  its  forms !     ([spare: 
must  decay,  when  man  contends  with  storms.'* 
Veil  hast  thou  spoke  (Euryalus  replies,)  V 

£  is  the  guest,  invite  him  thou  to  nse.**  ' 

at  the  word  advancing  from  the  crowd 
lade  obeisance,  and  thus  spoke  aloud: 
iTouchsafes  the  reverend  stranger  to  display 
lanly  worth,  and  share  the  glorious  day  ? 
;r,  arise !  for  thee  thy  port  proclaims 
rt  to  conquer  in  the  solemn  games, 
jne  arise  !  for  what  more  fame  can  yield 

the  swift  race,  or  conflict  of  the  field  ?  .i.  !{  f 

from  con'oding  care  one  transient  day, 
lory  give  the  space  thou  hast  to  stay; 
:  is  the  time,  and  lo  !  e'en  now  the  g^ales 
:hee  aboard,  and  stretch  the  swelling  ssdls." 
whom  with  sighs  Ulysses  gave  reply : 
why  the*  ill-suiting  pastime  must  I  try  ? 
loomy  care  my  thoughts  alone  are  free; 
e  gay  sports  with  troubled  hearts  agree: 


\ 


I* 
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Sad  from  my  natal  hour  my  days  have  ran, 
A  much-afflicted,  much-endiiring  man  ! 
Who  suppliant  to  the  king^  and  peers,  implores 
A  speedy  voyage  to  his  native  shores.** 

**  Wide  wanders,  Laodam,  thy  erring  tongue. 
The  sports  of  gloiy  to  the  brave  belong 
(Retorts  £ur}'alus:)  he  boasts  no  claim 
Among  the  great,  unlike  the  sons  of  fame. 
A  wandering  merchant  he  frequents  the  main. 
Some  mean  sea-farer  in  pursuit  of  g^in ; 
Studious  of  freight,  in  naval  trade  well  skill'd. 
But  dreads  the'  athletic  labours  of  the  field." 

Incens'd  Ulysses  with  a  fix)wn  replies : 
"  O  forward  to  proclaim  thy  soul  unwise ! 
With  partial  hands  the  gods  their  ^ifts  dispense: 
Some  greatly  think,  some  speak  with  manly  sense; 
Here  heaven  an  elegance  of  form  denies. 
But  wisdom  the  de^ct  of  form  supplies: 
This  man  with  energy  of  thought  controls. 
And  steals  with  modest  violence  our  souls. 
He  speaks  reserv'dly,  but  he  speaks  with  force. 
Nor  can  one  word  be  changed  but  for  a  worse; 
In  public  more  than  mortal  he  appears. 
And  as  he  moves  the  gazing  crowd  reveres: 
While  others,  beauteous  as  the'  ethereal  kind, 
The  nobler  portion  want,  a  knowing  mind. 
In  outward  show  heaven  gives  thee  to  excel. 
But  heaven  denies  the  praise  of  thinking  welL 
111  bear  the  brave  a  rude  ungovem'd  tongue. 
And,  youth,  my  generous  soul  resents  the  wrong: 
Skiird  in  heroic  exercise,  I  claim 
A  post  of  honour  with  the  sons  of  fame : 
Such  was  my  boast  while  vigour  crown'd  my  dayii 
Now  care  surrounds  me,  and  my  force  decays; 
Inur'd  a  melancholy  part  to  bear. 
In  scenes  of  death,  by  tempest  and  by  war. 
Yet  thus  by  woes  impair*d,  no  more  I  wave 
To  prove  tlie  hero. — Slander  stings  the  brave." 
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striding  forward  with  a  furious  bound, 
ich'd  a  rocky  fmgment  from  the  gpx)und, 
lore  ponderous,  and  more  huge  by  far, 
lat  Phxacia's  sons  discbarg'd  m  air. 
*om  his  arm  the'  enormous  load  he  flings ; 
s  throug'h  the  shaded  air  it  sings: 

to  the  earth,  tempestuous  as  it  flies, 
ivd  gaze  upward  while  it  cleaves  the  skies, 
all  marks,  with  many  a  giddy  round 
ishing,  it  upturns  a  hill  of  ground, 
nstant  Pallas,  bursting  from  a  cloud, 
listingiiishM  mark,  and  cried  aloud : 
I  he  who  sightless  wants  his  visual  ray, 
his  touch  alone  award  the  day : 
lal  throw  transcends  the  utmost  bound 
'  champion  by  a  length  of  ground: 
T  bid  the  strongest  of  the  train 

throw :  the  strongest  throws  in  vain." 
)oke ;  and  momentary  mounts  the  sky : 
ndly  voice  Ulysses  liears  with  Joy; 
us  aloud,  elate  with  decent  pride : 
^e  Phaacians,  try  your  force  (he  cried;) 
his  throw  the  strongest  caster  vie, 
ther  still,  I  bid  the  discuss  fly. 
rth,  ye  cliampions,  who  the  gauntlet  wield, 
the  swiftest  racers  of  the  field ! 
rth,  ye  wrestlers !  who  these  pastimes  grace ! 
he  gauntlet,  and  I  run  the  race, 
heroic  games  I  yield  to  none, 

to  brave  Laodamas  alone  : 
nth.  brave  Laodamas  contend  ? 

is  sacred,  and  I  style  him  friend, 
rous  were  the  man,  and  base  of  heart, 
:es  the  kind,  and  pays  the*  ungrateful  part: 
the  man  in  foreign  realms  confin'd, 
his  friend,  to  his  own  interest  blind: 
our  heroes  1  this  day  defy; 

a  man,  that  we  our  might  may  try. 
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Expert  in  every  art,  I  boast  the  skill 

To  give  the  feathered  arrow  wing^  to  kill; 

Shoald  a  whole  host  at  once  discnarge  the  bow. 

My  well-aim'd  shall  with  death  prevents  the  ibe: 

Alone  superior  in  the  field  of  Troy, 

Great  Philoctetes  taught  the  shaft  to  fly. 

From  all  the  sons  of  earth  unrivall'd  praise 

I  justly  claim  ;  but  yield  to  better  days. 

To  those  fam'd  days  when  great  Alcides  rose 

And  Eurytus,  who  bade  the  gods  be  foes : 

(Vain  Eurytus,  whose  art  became  his  crime. 

Swept  from  the  earth,  he  perish'd  in  his  prime ; 

Sudden  the*  irremeable  way  he  trod. 

Who  boldly  durst  defy  the  bowyer-god) 

In  fighting  fields  as  far  the  spear  I  throw. 

As  flies  an  arrow  from  the  well-drawn  bow. 

Sole  in  the  race  the  contest  I  decline. 

Stiff  are  my  weary  joints;  and  I  resign, 

Ky  storms  and  hunger  worn:  age  well  may  fail^ 

When  storms  and  hiingtir  both  at  once  assail/" 

Abash'd,  the  numbers  hear  the  godlike  man. 
Till  great  Alcinous  mildly  thus  began:         [tongue 

"  Well  hast  thou  spoke,  and  well  thy  generous 
With  decent  pride  reiutes  a  public  wrong: 
Warm  are  thy  words,  but  warm  without  offence; 
Fear  only  fools,  secure  in  men  of  sense : 
Thy  worth  is  known.     Then  hear  our  countn*'l 
And  bear  to  heroes  our  heroic  fame;  [ckini, 

In  distant  realms  our  glorious  deeds  display. 
Repeat  them  frequent  in  the  genial  ilav;  [eii4 

When  blcss'd  with  ease  thy  woes  and  wonderings 
Teach  them  thy  consort,  bid  thy  sons  attend; 
How  lov'd  of  Jove  he  crownM  our  sires  with  pnisc^p 
How  we,  their  offspring,  dlgnifv  our  race 

**  Let  other  realms  the  dcathAil  gauntlet  wield, 
Or  boast  the  glories  of  the*  athletic  field ; 
We  in  the  course  unrivall'd  speed  display, 
Or  through  orrulean  billows  plough  the  wayt 
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To  dress,  to  diince,  to  sing",  our  sole  delight. 
The  feast  or  batli  by  day,  and  love  by  niglit : 
Rise  then,  ye  skilPd  in  measures ;  let  him  bear 
Your  fame  to  men  that  breathe  a  distant  air. 
And  f^thful  say,  to  you  the  powers  belong 
To  race,  to  sail,  to  dance,  to  chaunt  the  song. 
But,  herald,  to  the  palace  swift  repair. 
And  the  soft  lyre  to  grace  our  pastimes  bear." 

Swift  at  the  word,  obedient  to  the  king, 
The  herald  flies  tlie  tuneful  l}Te  to  bring. 
Up  rose  nine  seniors,  chosen  to  survey 
The  future  g^mes,  tlie  judges  of  the  day: 
With,  instant  care  they  mark  a  spacious  round. 
And  level  for  the  dance  the'  allotted  ground : 
The  herald  bears  the  lyre  :  intent  to  play. 
The  bard  advancing  meditates  the  lay : 
Skilled  in  the  dance,  tall  youths,  a  blooming  band, 
Graceful  before  the  heavenly  minstrel  stand ; 
Light-bounding  from  the  earth,  at  once  they  rise. 
Their  feet  half-viewless  quiver  in  the  skies : 
Ulysses  gaz'd,  astonished  to  sun-ey 
The  glancing  splendours  as  tlieir  sandals  play. 
Miantime  tlie  bard,  alternate  to  the  strings. 
The  loves  of  Mars  and  Cytherea  sings; 
How  the  stern  god,  cnamour'd  with  her  charms, 
lasp'd  the  guy  panting  goddess  in  his  arms, 
Jy  bribes  seduc'd :  and  how  the  sun  whose  eye 
'^iews  the  broad  heavens,  disclos'd  the  lawless  joy 
tung  to  the  soul,  indignant  through  the  skies 
o  his  black  forge  vindictive  Vulcan  flies: 
rriv*d,  his  sinewy  arms  incessant  place 
le*  eternal  anvil  on  the  massy  base, 
wondrous  net  he  laboin-s,  to  betray 
e  wanton  lovers,  as  enlwin'dthey  lay; 
issolubly  strong !  Then  instant  bears 
his  immortal  dome  the  flni.shM  snares. 
)ve,  below,  around,  with  art  dispread, 
siu*e  enclosure  folds  the  genial  bed; 
OL.    XLII.  R 
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Whose  texture  e'en  the  search  of  gods  deceives, 
Thin  as  the  filmy  threads  the  spider  weaves. 
Then,  as  withdrawing  from  the  stany  bow'rs. 
He  feigns  a  journey  to  the  Lemnian  shores. 
His  favourite  isle !  Observant  Man  descries 
His  wished  recess,  and  to  the  goddess  flies ; 
He  glows,  he  bums :  the  fair-hair'd  queen  of  lo\' 
Descends  smooth-gliding  from  the  courts  of  Jove 
Gay  blooming  in  full  charms:  her  hand  he  press* 
With  eager  joy,  and  with  a  sigh  address'd : 
•    •*  Come,  my  belov'd!  and  taste  the  soft  delighi 
Come,  to  repose  the  genial  bed  invites : 
Thy  absent  spouse,  neglectful  of  thy  charms. 
Prefers  his  barbarous  Sintians  to  thy  arms  I" 

Then,  nothing  loth,  the'  enamoOr'd  fair  he  led 
And  sunk  transported  on  the  conscious  bed. 
Down  rush'd  the  toils,  inwra^ping  as  they  lay 
The  careless  lovers  in  their  wanton  play : 
In  vain  they  strive,  the*  intangling  snares  deny 
(Inextricably  firm)  the  power  to  fly. 
Warn'd  by  the  god  who  sheds  tlie  golden  day. 
Stem  Vulcan  homeward  treads  the  starry  way : 
Arriv'd,  he  sees,  he  grieves,  with  rage  he  bums, 
Full  horrible  he  roars,  his  voice  all  heaven  retun 

"  O  Jove  (he  cried)  O  all  ye  powers  above. 
See  the  lewd  dalliance  of  the  queen  of  love ! 
Me,  awkward  me,  she  scorns,  and  yields  her  chan 
To  that  fair  lecher,  the  strong  god  of  arms. 
If  I  am  lame,  that  stain  my  natal  hour 
By  ftite  impos'd;  such  me  my  parent  bore : 
Why  was  I  born  ?  See  how  the  wanton  lies ! 
O  sight  tonnenting  to  an  husband's  eyes  ? 
But  yet,  1  trust,  this  once  e'en  Mars  would  fly 
His  fair-one's  arms — he  thinks  her,  once,  too  nig 
But  tliere  remain,  ye  guilty,  in  my  power. 
Till  Jove  refunds  his  shameless  daughter's  dower 
Too  dear  I  priz'd  a  fair  enchanting  face : 
Beauty  unchaste  is  beauty  m  disgrace." 
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Meanwhile  the  gods  the  dome  of  Vulcan  tlirong", 
Apollo  comes,  and  Neptune  comes  along. 
With  these  gay  Hermes  trod  the  starry  plain;  . 
But  modesty  withheld  the  goddess-train. 
All  heaven  beholds,  imprisoned  as  they  lie, 
And  unextinguish'd  laughter  shakes  the  sky. 

Then  mutual,  thus  they  spoke :  "Behold  on  wrong 
Swift  vengeance  w^aits;  and  art  subdues  the  strong ! 
Dwells  there  a  god  on  all  the*  Olympian  brow 
More  swift  than  Mars,  and  more  than  Vulcan  slow  ? 
Yet  Vulcan  conquers,  and  the  god  of  arms 
Must  pay  the  penalty  for  lawless  charms." 

Thus  serious  they :  but  he  who  gilds  the  skies. 
The  gay  Apollo,  thus  to  Hermes  cries : 
"  Would*st  thou  enchain'd  like  Mars,  O  Hermes,  lie. 
And  bear  the  shame  like  Mars,  to  share  the  joy  ?" 

**  O  envied  shame !  (the  smiling  youth  rejoinM) 
Add  thrice  the  chains,  and  tlirice  more  firmly  bind; 
Gaze  all  ye  gods,  and  ^ery  goddess  gaze. 
Yet  eager  would  1  bless  Ihe  sw'eet  disg^race." 

Loud  laugh  the  rest,  e*en  Neptune  laughs  aloud. 
Yet  ^ues  importunate  to  loose  the  go€ : 
"  And  free  (he  cries)  O  Vulcan !  free  from  shame 
Thy  captives;  I  ensure  the  penal  claim." 

"  Will  Neptune  (Vulcan  then)  the  faithless  tinist  ? 
He  suffers  who  g^ves  surety  for  the'  unjust : 
But  say,  if  that  lewd  scandal  of  the  sky. 
To  liberty  restored,  perfidious  fly; 
Say,  wilt  thou  bear  the  m^lct  ?"  He  instant  cries, 
"  The  mulct  I  bear,  if  Mars  perfidious  flies. 

To  whom  appcas'd :  **  No  more  1  urge  delay  ! 
When  Neptune  sues,  my  part  is  to  obey. 
Then  to  the  snares  his  force  the  god  applies; 
They  burst ;  and  Mars  to  Thrace  indignant  flies : 
To  the  soft  Cyprian  shores  the  goddess  moves, 
To  visit  Paphos  and  her  blooming  groves. 
Where  to  the  pqwer  an  hundi'ed  altars  rise. 
And  breathing  odours  scent  the  balmy  skies  : 
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Conceal'd  she  bathes  in  consecrated  bowers, 
Tlie  Graces  ung-iients  shed,  ambrosia]  showers, 
Ungiicnts  that  charm  the  gods!  she  last  assumes 
Her  wondrous  robes;  and  full  the  gwidess  blooms. 

Thus  sung  the  bard :  ITlysses  hears  with  joy. 
And  loud  applauses  rend  the  vaulted  sky. 

Then  to  the  sports  his  sons  the  king  commands  -. 
Each  blooming  youth  before  the  monarch  !<tamls. 
In  dance  unmatched !  A  wondmus  ball  is  brouglit» 
(The  work  of  Polybus,  divinely  wrought 'i 
This  youth  with  strength  enormous  bids  it  fly. 
And  branding  wackwanl  whirls  it  to  the  sky; 
H  s  brother  springing  with  an  active  bound. 
At  distance  intercepts  it  from  the  ground: 
The  ball  dism'ss'd,  in  dance  they  skim  the  stranl 
Turn  and  return,  and  scarce  imprint  the  sand, 
The*  assembly  gazes  with  astonisliM  eyes. 
And  send  in  shouts  appla<ises  to  the  skies. 

Then  thus  Ulysses;  "  Happy  king,  whose  name 
The  brighest  shines  in  alMhe  rolls  of  fame: 
In  subjects  happy!  with  surprise  I  ga/o; 
Thy   prase   was  just;    their  skill  Iranscemls  thy 
praise." 

PleasM  with  his  people's  fame  the  monarch  hcarti 
And  thus  benevolent  accosts  the  peers: 
'*  Since  wisdom's  sacred  guidance  he  pursues, 
Give  to  the  st range r-gu est  a  stranger's  dues: 
Twelve  princes  in  our  realm  dominion  share. 
O'er  whom  supreme,  imperial  power  1  bejir: 
Bring  gold,  a  pledge  of  love;  a  talent  bnng, 
A  vest,  a  robe;  and  imitate  your  king: 
Be  swift  to  give ;  that  he  this  night  niay  share 
The  social  feast  of  joy,  with  joy  sincere. 
And  thou,  Kuryalus,  redeem  thy  wrong: 
A  generous  heart  repairs  a  slanderous  tongue.*' 

The'  assenting  peers,  obedient  to  the  king, 
In  haste  their  hendds  send  the  gifts  to  bring. 
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en  thus  Euryalus:  "  O  prince,  whose  sway 
les  this  bless'd  realm,  repentant  I  obey ! 

his  this  sword,  whose  blade  of  brass  displays 
niddy  gleam;  whose  hilt,  a  silver  blaze; 
lose  ivory  sheatli,  inwrought  with  curious  pride, 
ds  graceful  terror  to  the  wearer's  side." 
le  sidd,  and  to  his  hand  the  sword  consign*d ; 
nd  if  (he  cried)  my  words  affect  thy  mind, 
'.from  thy  mind  those  words,  ye  whirlwinds,  bear, 
i  scatter  them,  ye  storms,  in  empty  air ! 
twn,  O  ye  heavens,  with  joy  his  peaceful  hours, 
i  grant  him  to  his  spouse  and  native  shores !" 

And  bless'd  be  thou,  my  friend,  (Ulysses  cries) 
•wn.him  with  every  joy,  ye  favouring  skies; 
thy  calm  hours  continued  peace  afford, 
i  never,  never  may'st  thou  want  this  sword !" 
[e  said,  and  o*er  his  shoiUder  flung  the  blade. 
V  o'er  the  earth  ascends  the  evenmg  shade : 
*  precious  gifls  the*  illustrious  heralds  bear, 
i  to  the  court  the'  embodied  peers  repair, 
ore  the  queen  Alcinous*  sons  unfold 
J  vests,  the  robes,  and  heaps  of  shining  gold ; 
in  to  the  radiant  thrones  they  move  in  state  : 
<\,  the  king  in  pomp  imperial  sat. 
^hence  to  the  queen:  "  O  partner  of  Our  reign, 
ole  bclov'd !  command  thy  menial  train 
lolishM  chest  and  stately  robes  to  bear, 
i  healing  waters  for  the  bath  prepare; 
it,  bath'd,  our  guest  may  bid  his  sorrows  cease, 
IT  the  sweet  song,  and  taste  the  feast  in  peace. 
>owl  that  flames  with  gold,  of  wondrous  frame, 
?self  we  give,  memorial  of  our  name; 
raise  in  offerings  to  almighty  Jove, 
d  every  god  that  treads  the  courts  above.** 
nstant  the  queen,  observant  of  the  king, 
inmands  her  train  a  spacious  vase  to  bring; 
e  spacious  vase  with  ample  streams  suffice, 
ap  high  the  wood,  and  bid  the  flames  arise. 
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The  flames  climb  round  it  wiih  a  fierce  embraee» 
The  filming  waters  bubble  o'er  the  blaze. 
Herself  the  chest  prepares :  in  order  roU'd 
The  robes,  the  vests  are  ranged,  and  heaps  of  goU: 
And  adding  a>ich  dress  inwrought  with  ait| 
A  gift  expressive  of  her  bounteous  heart. 
Thus  spoke  to  Ithacui:  **  To  guard  with  bands 
Ihsolyable  these  gifts,  thy  care  demands; 
Lest,  in  thy  slumbers  on  the  wat'iy  maiii. 
The  hand  of  rapine  make  our  bounty  vain.** 

Then  bending  with  full  force,  around  he  nHH 
A  labyrinth  of  bands  in  fold  on  fold, 
Clos'd  with  Circxan  art.    A  tndn  attends 
Around  the  bath:  the  bath  the  king  ascends: 
(Un tasted  joy,  since  that  disastrous  hour 
He  sail'd,  ill-fated,  from  Calypso's  bow'r, 
IVhere,  happy  as  the  gods  that  range  the  sky. 
He  feasted  every  sense,  with  every  joy) 
He  bathes ;  the  damsels  with  officious  toil 
Shed  sweets,  shed  unguents,  in  a  shower  of  o3: 
Then  o*er  his  limbs  a  gorgeous  robe  he  spreadi* 
And  to  the  feast  magnificently  treads. 
Full  where  the  dome  its  shining  valves  expands 
Nausicaa  blooming  as  a  goddess  stands, 
With  wondering  eyes  tlie  hero  she  survey'd. 
And  graceful  tlius  began  the  royal  maid: 

'*  Hail  godlike  stranger !  and  when  heaven  I^ 
stores 
To  thy  fond  wish  thy  long-expected  shores. 
This,  ever  grateful,  in  remembrance  bear. 
To  me  thou  ow'st,  to  me,  the  vital  air." 

"  O  royal  maid,  (Ulysses  straight  returns) 
Whose  worth  the  splendours  of  thy  race  adoms» 
So  may  dread  Jove,  whose  arm  in  vengeance  fensi 
The  writhen  bolt,  and  blackens  heaven  with  itciflik 
liestore  me  safe,  through  weary  wanderings  toi^ 
To  my  dear  country's  ever-pleasing  coMt, 
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.As  while  the  spirit  in  this  bosom  glows, 

To  thee,  my  goddess,  I  address  my  vows: 

Hy  life,  thy  gift  I  boast !" — He  said  and  sat^ 

Tast  by  Alcinous,  on  a  throne  of  state. 

iKow  each  partakes  the  feast,  the  wine  preptresy 

Portions  the  food,  and  each  his  portion  shares. 

The  bard  an  herald  guides:  the  guzing  throng 

Pay  low  obeisance  as  he  moves  along : 

Beneath  a  sculptur'd  arch  he  sits  enthron'd» 

The  peers  encircling  form  an  awful  round. 

Then  from  the  cliine,  Ulysses  carves  with  art, 

Delicious  food,  an  honorary  part; 

•*  This,  let  the  master  of  the  lyre  receive, 

A  pledge  of  love  !  'tis  all  a  wretch  can  give. 

Lives  .there  a  man  beneath  the  spacious-  skies, 

"VfYkO  sacred  honours  to  the  bard  demes  ? 

The  Muse  the  bard  inspires,  exalts  his  mind; 

The  Muse  indulgent  loves  the'  harmonious  kind/' 

The  herald  to  his  hand  the  charge  conveys, 
Not  fond  of  flatter}',  nor  unpleas'd  with  praise. 

When  now  the  rage  of  hunger  was  allay 'd. 
Thus  to  the  lyrist  wise  Ulysses  said: 
«*  O  more  tlian  man  !  thy  soul  the  Muse  inspires, 
Or  Phcebus  animates  with  all  his  fires : 
Por  who,  by  Phoebus  uninform'd,  could  know 
The  wo  of  Greece,  and  sing  so  weU  the  wo  ? 
Just  to  the  tale,  as  present  at  the  fray. 
Or  taught  the  labours  of  the  dreadful  day ! 
The  song  recalls  past  horrors  to  my  eyes. 
And  bids  proud  llion  from  her  ashes  rise. 
Once  more  harmonious  strike  the  sounding  string, 
The*  Epaean  fabric,  fram'd  by  Pallas,  sing: 
jHow  stem  Ulysses,  furious  to  destroy, 
\Hih  latent  heroes  sack'd  imperial  Troy, 
If  faithful  thou  record  the  tale  of  fame. 
The  god  himself  inspires  thy  breast  with  flame ; 
And  mine  shall  be  the  task,  henceforth,  to  raise 
In  every  land  thy  monument  of  praise." 
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Full  of  the  gt)d  he  rais'd  his  lofty  strain, 
How  the  Greeks  rush'd  tumidtuous  to  the  main: 
How  blazing"  tents  illumin'd  half  the  skies; 
While  from  the  shores  the  winged  navy  flies; 
How  e'en  in  Ilion's  walls,  in  deathful  bands. 
Came  the  stem  Greeks  by  Troy's  assisting  handf: 
All  Troy  up-heav'd  the  steed;  of  different  mind, 
Various  the  Trojans  counsell'd;  part  consign*d 
The  monster  to  the  sword,  part  sentence  gave 
To  plunge  it  headlong  in  the  whelming  wave ; 
The'  unwise  award  to  lodgfe  it  in  the  towers. 
An  offering  sacred  to  the*  immortal  powers : 
The*  imwise  prevail,  they  lodge  it  in  the  walls^ 
And  by  the  gi)ds*  decree  proud  Ilion  fidls ; 
Destruction  enters  in  the  treacherous  wood, 
And  vengeful  slaughter,  fierce  for  human  blood. 

He  sung  the  Greeks  stern-issuing  from  the  steed^ 
How  Ilion  bums,  how  all  her  fathers  bleed : 
How  to  thy  dome,  Deiphobus!  ascends 
The  Spailan  king ;  how  Ithacus  attends, 
(Horrid  as  Mars)  and  how  with  dire  alarms 
He  fig-hts,  subdues ;  for  Pallas  strings  his  arms. 

Thus  while  he  sung,  Ulvsses*  griefs  renew. 
Tears  batlie  his  cheeks,  and  tears  the  ground  bedew. 
As  some  fond  matron  views  in  mortal  fight 
Her  husband  fullinj^  in  his  countrj''s  right : 
Frantic  through  clashing  swords  she  runs,  she  flies, 
As  ghastly  pale  he  groans,  and  faints,  and  dies: 
Close  to  his  breast  she  grovels  on  the  ground. 
And  bathes  witli  floods  of  tears  the  gaping  woundj 
She  cries,  she  shrieks;  the  fierce  insulting*  foe 
Relentless  mocks  her  violence  of  wo: 
To  chains  condemned,  as  wildly  she  deplores;   . 
A  wndow,  and  a  slave  on  foreign  shores. 

So  from  the  sluices  of  Ulysses*  eyes 
Fast  fell  the  tears,  and  sighs  succeeded  sighs : 
Conceal'd  he  grlev'd  :  tlie  king  observ'd  done 
The  silent  tear,  and  heard  the  secret  groan : 
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len  to  the  bard  aloud:  "  O  cease  to  tinr, 
imb  be  thy  voice,  and  mute  the  tuneful  string: 
>  every  note  his  tears  responsive  flow, 
id  his  great  heart  heaves  with  tumultuous  wo; 
\y  lay  too  deeply  moves :  then  cease  the  lay^ 
id  o*er  the  banquet  every  heart  be  gfay  : 
lis  social  right  demands :  for  him  the  sails, 
Dating  in  air,  invite  the'  impelling  gales: 
s  are  the  gifts  of  love :  the  wise  and  gt)od 
ceive  the  stranger  as  a  brother's  blood. 
"  But,  friend,  discover  faithful  what  I  crave, 
Iful  concealment  ill  becomes  the  brave : 
y  what  thy  birth,  and  what  the  name  you  bore, 
pos'd  by  parents  in  the  natal  hour  ? 
or  from  the  natal  hour  distinctive  names, 
le  common  right,  the  great  and  lowly  claims) 
y  from  what  city,  from  what  regions  tost, 
id  what  inhabitants  those  regions  boast  P 
•  shalt  thou  instant  reach  the  realm  assign'd, 
wondrous  ships  self-mov'd,  instinct  with  mind; 
)  helm  secures  their  course,  no  pilot  guides ; 
ke  man  intelligent,  tliey  plough  the  tides, 
mscious  of  every  coast  and  every  bay, 
lat  lies  beneath  the  sun's  all-seeing  ray : 
lOugh  clouds  and  darkness  veil  tlie*  encum^r'd 

sky, 
*arless  through  darkness  and  through  clouds  they 

fly :  [main, 

bough  tempests  rage,  though  rolls  the  swelling 
he  seas  may  roll,  the  tempests  rage  in  vain; 
*en  the  stem  g^  that  o'er  the  waves  presides, 
ife  as  they  pass,  and  safe  repass  the  tides, 
^ith  fury  burns  ;  while  careless  tliey  convey 
romiscuous  every  giiest  to  every  bay. 
hese  ears  have  heard  my  royal  sire  disclose 
.  dreadful  story  big  with  future  woes: 
!ow  Neptune  rag^d,  and  how,  by  his  command, 
irm  rooted  in  a  surge  a  ship  should  stand 
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A  monument  of  mtth:  how  jhoun^  on  mound 
Sb€ni]dburythie9e  proud  fpwets  beneath  thegtoi 
But  this  the  gc»d»  maj  frustrate  !o«  fulfil^ 
Aa  suits  the  purpose  x^the'  ietenud  wilL 
But. say  through  what  waste ip^ons  hast  i 

stm^c^  •  " .  ,  . 

Wha^  customs  noted,. an^  what  coasts  surrey^d 
Possess'd  byjwUd  hsxbarians  fieroe'm.armSj( 
Or  men,  wh^  bosom  iender  pity  warnis  I 
Say  why  tbe  ftte  of  Troy  awi^I'd  thy  carei^ 
Why  heij^y'd  tibiy  bdsomi  and^  why  liow'd  thy  tel 
Just  are  the  wSys  of  he^v^  t  mm  heaven  prod 
The  woes  o£  man;  heav^i  doom'd  the  Gie^ki 

-      hlecd,  /     .   ,     . 

A  th^ne  of  fu1ure4ong4  SJpty.^^  if  shun 
Some  dearJoy'd^brq£tnergTess'i|  the  PhiyeisBpli 
Or  bled  some'&iet^  who  ibore  a  brothers  put 
And  chum'd  by  m6nt»  npt  by  blood«  the.liiHiiCf 
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THE  ABVEXTURES  OF  TIIF.  CICOXS,  LOTOPIIA 

CTCLOPS. 

ULTSSES  begins  the  rplation  of  hii  advrnturet ;  Iioi 
destruction  of  Troy,  he  with  hist  companions  made  ■ 
on  the  Cicoiu,  bj  whom  they  were  repi  ,ted ;  and  m 
'!  a  storm,  were  driven  to  the  coast  of  the  Lotophagi.  E 

they  sailed  to  the  land  of  the  Cyclops,  whoae  man 
*  tuatiou  are  particularly  characterized.    The  gvk\ 

muB  and  his  cave  described :  the  usag^  Ulysses  and 
I    :  nions  met  with  there ;  and}  lastly,  the  meuiod  and 

"  A  ^diidi  he  escaped* 
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HOOK  IX. 

I|tii  t1>nie0!*-^TIi«ip  wfaoB  flnt  In  iw»7p 
;  In  virtucp  thete  thy  rcflmi  obejri 
rc6t  the  produoU  of  ft.pctceftil  Kifii ! 
ftfcn-twight  poet,  and'  cn^lMHKniy  Mnini 
iMU'd  pAlac«»  the  perp^tniU  lMat» 
fejoicing,  and  a  peopio  bUii^d  t 
joolf  nTfiTiH  it,  cvtT  to  employ 
mclul  fl:iVH  in  union  ami  in  joy; 
;:ntronH  lioanl  lii)(li4u;apM  with  catea  djvinf , 
::r  the  ionmin}^  howl  the  lauf^hing  wine! 
id  IIicm;  joyH,  wliy  fK*ck»  thy  mhid  to  knovr 
happy  HcricH  of  a  wundcrcr'i  wo; 
brancc  nod,  wIionc  iina|rc  to  review, 
nuHt  open  all  tny  wounuH  anew  } 
,  what  first,  what  last  shall  I  relate » 
i  uiinumhcr'd  sent  hy  heaven  and  fate  ^ 
iw  first  the  man  (though  now  a  wretch  dis- 

twssM) 
3pcs  thctr,  monarch,  for  hii  future  guest: 
UlysHC's !  no  ignohic  name, 
oundsmy  wisdom,  and  hi|rh  heaven  my  fam^. 

native  soil  is  Ithaca  the  fair, 

high  Ncritus  waves  his  woods  in  air; 

.  XLll.  s 
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Dulichium,  Same,  and  Zacynthiis  crown'd 

IVith  sliady  mountains,  Hprcml  their  isles  around. 

('I'liPBC  to  the  north  and  night's  dark  regions  run, 

lliose  to  Aurora  and  the  nsing*  sun.) 

l<ow  lies  our  isle,  yet  blcssM  in  fruitful  stores; 

Strong  are  her  H(#nu,  tliough  rocky  arc  her  shores; 

And  none,  all  none  .o  lovely  to  my  flight, 

<)f  all  the  lands  that  heaven  overspreads  with  light ' 

In  vain  Calypso  long  constrained  my  stay. 

With  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay ; 

With  all  her  charms  as  vainly  Circe  strove. 

And  added  magic,  to  secure  niy  love. 

In  pomps  or  joys,  the  palace  or  the  grot. 

My  counti^'s  image  never  was  forgot. 

My  absent  parents  rose  before  my  sight. 

And  distant  lay  contentment  and  delight. 

*'  Hear  then  the  woes,  which  mighty  Jove  ordain'il 
To  wait  my  passage  from  the  Trojan  land. 
The  winds  from  Uion  to  the  Cicons*  shore, 
Jicneath  cold  Ismarus,  our  vessels  bore. 
We  boldly  landcfl  on  the  hostile  place, 
And  sack'd  the  city,  and  destroyed  the  race, 
Their  wives  made;  captive, their  possessions  shar'd. 
And  cvciy  soliller  found  a  like  reward. 
I  then  advis'd  to  fly ;  not  so  the  rest, 
Wl»o  staid  to  revel,  and  prolong  the  feast: 
'J'lie  fatU^d  sheep  and  suble  bulls  they  slay. 
And  [)o\\  Is  Hy  round,  and  riot  wastes  the  day. 
Meantime  the  Cicons,  to  their  holds  retired, 
(all  on  the  Cicons,  with  new  fury  fir'd; 
With  early  morn  tlie  gutherM  countiy  swarms. 
And  all  tlie  continent  is  bright  with  arms; 
Thick  as  the  budding  leaves  or  rising  flowers 
O'erspread    tlie    land,  wlien    spring  desccntU  W 

showers  : 
All  expeii  soldiers,  skill'd  on  foot  to  dare, 
C)r  from  tlie  bounding  courser  urge  the  war. 
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Now  fortuno  rh:iiij;fi's  (*4ii  ihr  futrs  nrt1:i)n.) 
Our  lioiir  was  rmiu*  to  ImsIc  nnr  sIuht  oI"  p.iin. 
riosf*  at  IIh*  .siiipM  till-  ltloiiil\   ti|r-||1  1)1  };:(',i, 
WouikU'iI  tliry  ^\l)tltl.^  ami  iiiati  cxpir'  s  im  innii. 
Tifing"  us  thi*  ini»niiii{^  sun  iiirr-t  asin^^  luii^lit 
O'lT  liravrn's  piiri'  :i,'iiri' spn-ail  \\\c  niiJwinj^-lijyht, 
I'roniisriioH.S  (ti'alh  tin*  (nnii  nl'  \v:tr  (-oiiiniitKlii. 
Karli  ;i(l\iM'Ni'  liattif  pii'M  Willi  «>ipi:il  woiniiU  . 
Hut  wlit'M  hiH  t'vcninjj'  wln'r|s  ci'itIuihh;  tin-  main, 
TluMi  ('onipii'*4t  iTown'il  tlif  t'u  rrc  Cintnian  tiuin. 
Six  hravf  fMiiiipaiiiotis  from  rarlr  ship  we  litst, 
11ir  ri'st  t'srapf  in  iinNtf,  and  <|nit  tlif  roa-.t. 
With  s.iiU  oiitspi'i'ail  wi*  tlv  tin'  nni'tpial  stntr, 
S'ul  tor  tlu'ir  loss,  init  io\rnl  ot'o-.n'  lili-. 
YiM  HM  W«'  flt'il,  OUP  r«'llow*s  ritrs  wi"  ]iuiil, 
Anif  thrici'  wi-  rallM  on  I'arli  iinliapp\  sliadi*. 
'*  Mranwliili*  tin*  ^-o«l,  ^^  ho:!!*  hand  tin-  tliuinliM- 

torms, 
Drivrs  rloinls  mi  rionds,  and  hiai'krns  In  avrn  with 

st<»nns: 
AVldi'  «»'i  r  tin-  \\:i'.1i-  tin-  r.ii^c  (if  IJhi'ims   ,\\r^  p*:. 
And  nijclit   nisJiM  hr.cl'o'i;';  on  Hir  -.icid*  d  di  i  pi 
Nn\\    InM'c,  in»\\    till  Ti',  lin    jyid  l\     Jiiirj  .ire  huriu". 
And  all  tlir  raHllnj';  •.linMiil.  m  tr-4  vin-ni-.  loi-ij. 
\\v  InrlM  tin-    .ad,  \v<-  pin  d  thi-  l.i'».»ii' iiij-;  i»ii-. 
Took  dtiw  n  dmI'  ni.isl-;,  :iiiil  mw  M  n  :r  ■.liips  'n  '.linrr 
'\'\\  n  tcdiiins  d:»\  ■.  and  t  \\  n  I'>m.V  fi:;.',  Ims  \\  r  I  \\  , 
0*ir\\  ati-liM  and  li.ittrrM  m  lur  niUi-d  li.t\ . 
Hut  tin-  third  iiKiniin;''  win  n    Xhi-di-.i  I  riin-i, 
W  r  r«'ar  till-  in.r.l'.,  W''  ■■|»ii:ii  tli     i.iii\.iii  win;/; 
llrlVi'sliM,  and  <ai'  l«  ••;  «»ii  thi    .1.  c  k  r«  i  l.nM, 
\\\'  sit  and  1nr<l  lli<-  jnhil  .nid  thi-  v.  iinl. 
Tln-n  to  in\   natiNi-  c-iini.tr\   h.nl  I    ..iilM; 
Hut,  tin'  I'api-  <li»iili|.  d,  .id\i  v^r  Wiii  I,  pr-  \:»dM 
Stronii"  w  aM  tin*  luh,  w  lin"h  h\   liii-  northi  in  ld:i'.i 
Impi  UM,  onr  >«■■.•;'  I*;  on  I'Nihrra  •:»■;' 
Nini-  iIav->  onr  fli«l  tii.-'  mi'  i  'i.iii  ti  inpf.l  horc 
Fir  in  wide  ori'an,  and  IVtini  •■■^•Jii  <»t  :.h"i»' 
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Tlic  tenth  wc  toiicli'cl,  by  various  errora  lost, 
Tlu;  laml  of  l.ul(w,  and  t!ie  flowery  coast. 
Wc  climb  the  bcacli,  ami  springs  of  water  found, 
I'hen  spread  our  hasty  lianqiiet  on  tlic  (p^iind. 
1'hree  men  W(*rc  sent,  disputed  frrjm  the  crew, 
(An  herald  one)  the  dubious  coast  to  view. 
And  U-arn  what  liabitants  poHsess'd  the  place. 
They  went,  and  found  a  liOHpitablc  race ; 
Not  prone  to  ill,  nor  Htninf^  to  forcij^n  guest. 
They  cat,  they  drink,  and  nature  gives  the  feast; 
The  trees  arfMind  1h<rni,  all  their  fniit  profhice  ; 
ttOtoM,  the  nain<: ;  divine,  nectarcous  juice  ! 
(Tlienre  call'd  lyOtophagi)  which  wtioso  tastfis, 
Insatiate  riots  in  the  sweet  rt;pasts, 
Nor  other  home  nrir  other  care  intends^ 
Hut  fpiits  his  house,  his  country,  and  liis  friends: 
The  three  we  sent,  from  oO'the*  enchanting;  grouiid 
IVe  dragged  rtrluct:int,  and  l>y  force  wc  bound: 
Tiie  rest  ui  hastir  forstiok  the  phrasing  shore. 
Or,  the  charm  txMtcd,  h:id  n:tiiruM  no  more. 
Nrjw  plar.%1  in  ordi-r  on  their  fiankn,  tlury  sweep 
The  kc-!i'h  Hinrmfb  face,  uikI  rhrnvit  the  hoary  deep^ 
Willi  hcfivy  Ill-arts  wc  bibour  thro'igh  the  tide, 
'i'o  coaAtH  utiknowii,  and  nce.mH  vrt  uniritrd. 

" 'J'lw  l;irj(l  of  Cyclojis  first;   a  saviigc  kind. 
Nor  t4imM  by  numncrs,  nor  by  lau»  eonHn'd: 
tJntaiight  to  pi:irit,'tr>  turn  the  glebe  arul  sf)W; 
Tln;y  :dl  tbcir  pro(bu-lM  to  fnre  nature  owe. 
Tbe  soil  untillM  a  n-iidy  liarvi;st.  yieMs, 
With  wheat,  and  barby  wave  the  g(d(U:n  fields, 
Spontaneous  wiru'.sfrom  welglity  cluKtei's  pour. 
And  Jove  d'.'secruls  in  rarh  prolific  sbow'r. 
Hy  these  no  statutes  and  no  rights  are  known, 
No  eotincil  Iwld,  no  mr>n:ireh  fills  the  throne; 
Rut  high  on  hills  or  airy  clifl's  they  dwell, 
Or  deep  in  caves  whose  <'ntrane«;  leads  to  hell* 
Kaeh  rules  hi.s  rue*-,  his  n':i<rhboiir  not  his  care, 
Heedless  of  oUiers,  to  his  own  severe. 
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>os'd  to  the  Cyclopean  coasts,  there  lay 
,  whose  hills  their  subject  fields  survey; 
e  Lachxa,  crown'd  with  many  a  g^ve, 
savage  goats  through  pathless  thickets  rove: 
ly  mortals  here,  with  hunger  bold, 
ched  hunters,  through  the.  wintry  cold, 
their  flight ;  but  leave  them  safe  to  Ixnmd 
ill  to  hill,  o'er  all  the  desert  g^und. 
)ws  the  soil  to  feed  the  fleecy 'Care, 

the  labours  of  the  crooked  share; 
nhabited,  untill'd,  unsown 
Old  breeds  the  bleating  ^oat  alone. 
re  no  vessel  with  vermihon  prore, 

of  traffic,  glides  from  shore  to  shore; 
;ged  race  of  savages,  unskill'd 
s  to  traverse,  or  the  ships  to  build, 
I  the  coast,  nor  cultivate  the  soil; 
'd  in  all  the'  industrious  arts  of  toil. 
3  all  products  and  all  plants  abound, 
from  the  fruitful  genius  of  the  ground; 
saving  high  with  heavy  crops  are  seen, 
es  that  flourish  in  eternal  green, 
ng  meads  along  the  murmuring  main, 
ntains  streaming  down  the  fruitful  plain. 
3rt  tliere  is,  enclosed  on  either  side, 
ships  may  rest,  unanchor'd  and  untied, 
glad  mariners  incline  to  sail, 

sea  whitens  with  the  rising  gale, 
its  head,  from  out  the  cavern'd  rock, 
'  rills  a  gushing  fountain  broke  : 
it,  and  above,  for  ever  green 
hing  alders  fonn'd  a  shady  scene, 
ome  favouring  god,  beyond  ouj*  thought, 
I  all-surrounding  shade  our  navy  brought; 
•my  night  descended  on  the  main, 
micr'd  Phoebe  in  the'  ethereal  plain: 

c    O 
3    <w 
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But  all  unseen  the  clouded  island  lay, 
And  all  unseen  the  surge  and  rolling  tea, 
Till  safe  we  anchcKr'd  in  the  shelter'd  bay. 
Our  sails  we  gather'd,  cast  our  cables  o'er. 
And  slept  secure  along  the  sandy  shore. 
Soon  as  again  the  rosy  morning  shone, 
Reveal'd  Sie  landscape  and  the  scene  unknown. 
With  wonder  seiz'd  we  view  the  pleaung  g^roui 
And  walk  delighted,  and  expatiate  round. 
Rous'd  by  the  woodland  nymphs,  at  early  dawn, 
The  mount^n  g^ats  came  bounding  o'er  the  Ura 
In  haste  our  fellows  to  the  ships  repair. 
For  arms  and  weapons  of  the  sylvan  war; 
Straight  in  tliree  squadrons  all  our  crew  we  par 
And  bend  tlie  bow,  or  wing  the  missile  dart: 
The  bounteous  g^ods  afford  a  copious  prey. 
And  nine  fkt  eoats  each  vessel  bears  away; 
The  royal  ban.  had  ten.    Our  ships  complete 
We  thus  supplied  (for  twelve  were  all  the  fleet 
"  Here,  till  the  setting  sun  roU'd  down  the  lig 
We  sat  indulging  in  the  genial  rite: 
Nor  wines  were  wanting;  those  from  ample  jars 
We  drain'd,  the  prize  of  our  Ciconian  wars. 
The  land  of  Cyclops  lay  in  prospect  near; 
The  voice  of  goats  and  bleeting  flocks  we  hear, 
And  from  their  mountains  rising  smokes  appear 
Now  sunk  the  sun,  and  darkness  cover'd  o'er 
The  face  of  things:  along  the  sea-beat  shore 
Satiate  we  slept:  but  when  the  sacred  dawn. 
Arising,  glitter'd  o'er  the  dewy  lawn, 
1  caU'd  my  fellows,  and  these  words  address'd: 
*  My  dear  associates,  here  indulge  your  rest; 
While  with  my  single  ship,  adventurous,  I 
Go  fortli,  the  manners  of  yon  men  to  try; 
Whether  a  race  unjust,  of  barbarous  might, 
Rude,  and  imconscious  of  a  stranger's  right; 
Or  such  who  harbour  pity  in  their  breast. 
Revere  the  gods,  and  succour  the  distress'd.' 
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**  This  said,  I  climb  my  vessel's  lof^  mde; 
My  train  obey'd  me,  and  the  ship  untied. 
In  order  seated  on  their  banks,  they  sweep 
Neptune's  smooth  face,  and  cleave  the  3rielding'  deep. 
When  to  the  nearest  verge  of  land  we  drew. 
Fast  by  the  sea  a  lonely  cave  we  view. 
High,  and  with  darkening  laurels  cover'd  o'er; 
Where  sheep  and  goats  lay  slumbering  round  the 

shore. 
Near  this,  a  fence  of  marble  from  the  rock. 
Brown  with  o'er-arching  pine,  and  spreading  oak. 
A  giant-shepherd  here  his  flock  maintains 
Far  from  the  rest,  and  solitary  reigns, 
In  shelter  thick  of  horrid  shade  reclin'd; 
And  gloomy  mischiefs  labour  in  his  mind. 
A  form  enormous !  far  unlike  the  race 
Of  human  birth,  in  stature,  or  in  face; 
As  some  lone  mountun's  monstrous  g^wth  he 

stood, 
Crown'd  with  rough  thickets,  and  a  nodding  wood, 
I  left  my  vessel  at  the  point  of  land. 
And  close  to  guard  it,  gave  our  crew  command: 
With  only  twelve,  the  boldest  and  the  best, 
I  seek  the*  adventure,  and  forsake  the  rest. 
Then  took  a  goatskin  fill'd  with  precious  wine. 
The  g^ft  of  Maron  of  Evantheus'  line 
(The  priest  of  Phoebus  at  the'  Ismarian  shrine. 
In  sacred  shade  his  honour'd  mansion  stood 
Amidst  Apollo's  consecrated  wood ; 
Him,  and  his  house,  heaven  mov'd  my  mind  to  save. 
And  cpftly  presents  in  return  he  gave ; 
Seven  golden  talents  to  perfection  wrought, 
A  silver  bowl  that  held  a  copious  draught. 
And  twelve  large  vessels  of  unmingled  wine. 
Mellifluous,  undecaying,  and  divine ! 
Which  now  some  ages  from  his  race  conceal'd. 
The  hoaiy  nre  in  gratitude  reveal'd: 


ivine,  "^ 
rine.)  j 
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Such  was  the  ^nne;  to  qiicnch  whose  fervent  steam. 
Scarce  twenty  measures  from  the  living  stream 
To  cool  one  cup  suffic'd:  tlie  goblet  crowa'd 
Breath'd  aromatic  fragrancies  around. 
Of  this  an  ample  vase  we  heav'd  aboard. 
And  brought  another  witli  provisions  stor'd. 
My  soul  foreboded  I  should  find  the  bower 
Of  some  fell  monster,  fierce  with  barbarous  power* 
Some  rustic  wretch  who  liv'd  in  heaven's  despite, 
Contemning, laws,  and  tramphng  on  the  right. 
The  cave  we  found,  but  vacant  all  within 
(His  flock  tlie  giant  tended  on  tlic  green  0 
But  roimd  tlie  grot  we  gaze ;  and  all  we  view. 
In  order  rang'd,  our  admimtion  drew: 
llie  bending  shelves  with  loads  of  clieeses  presi'd. 
The  folded  flocks  each  separate  from  the  rest 
(The  larger  here,  and  there  the  lesser  lamba^ 
The  new-fall'n  young  here  bleating  for  their  danif : 
The  kid  distinguish'd  from  the  lambkin  lies:} 
The  cavern  echoes  with  responsive  cries. 
CapuciouR  chargei-s  all  around  were  laid, 
Full  pails,  and  vessels  of  the  milking  trade. 
With  fresli  provisions  hence  our  fleet  to  store 
My  friends  advise  me,  and  to  (luit  the  shore  { 
Or  drive  a  flock  of  sheep  and  goats  away. 
Consult  our  safety,  and  put  ofl'  to  sea. 
Their  wholesome  counsel  rashly  1  dcdin'd. 
Curious  to  view  the  man  of  monstrous  kind, 
And  try  what  social  rites  u  savage  lends: 
Dire  rites,  alas!  and  fatal  to  my  friends! 

"  'I'hen  first  a  fire  we  kindle,  and  prepare 
For  his  return  with  sacrifice  and  pray'r. 
The  loaden  shelves  afford  us  full  repast; 
We  sit  expecting.     Lo!  he  comes  at  last. 
Near  half  a  forest  on  his  hack  he  bore. 
And  cast  the  pond'rous  burden  at  the  door. 
It  thunderM  as  it  fell.     Wc  trembled  then. 
And  sought  the  deep  rcccdscs  of  the  den. 


9.  -  TRX  0BTS8XT.  305 

iriven  before  him,  through  the  arching  rock, 
tumbling,  heaps  on  heaps,  tlie'  unnumbered 

flock ; 
ddep*d  ewes,  and  goats  of  female  kind 
males  were  penn'd  in  outward  courts  behind.) 
,  heav*d  on  high,  a  rock's  enormous  weight 
e  cave's  mouth  he  roU*d,  and  Uos'd  the  g^te. 
ze  twenty  four-wheePd   cars,  compact  and 

strong, 
nassy  load  could  bear,  or  roll  along.) 
jxt  betakes  him  to  his  evening  cares, 
sitting  down,  to  milk  his  flocks  prepared; 
If  tiieir  udders  eases  first  the  dams, 
to  the  mother's  teat  submits  the  lambs. 
he  white  stream  to  hardening  cheese  he 

press'd, 
ligh  in  wicker-baskets  heap'd:  the  rest, 
v'd  in  bowls,  supplied  the  nightly  feast, 
bour  done,  he  fir'd  the  pile  that  gave 
Iden  blaze,  and  lighted  all  the  cave. 
Land  discovered  by  the  rising  fires; 
ice  the  giant  glares,  and  thus  inquires: 
hat  are  ye,  guests;  on  what  adventure  say, 
far  ye  wander  through  the  watery  way  ? 
!S,  perhaps,  who  seek  through  seas  unknown 
ives  of  others,  and  expose  your  own  ?' 
[is  voice   like    thunder  through  tlie  cavern 

sounds: 
jld  companions  thrilling  fear  confounds^ 
U'd  at  sight  of  more  than  mortal  man ! 
igth,  wiUi  heart  recover'd,  1  began  : 
rom  Troy's  fam'd  fields,  sad  wanderers  o'er 
id  the  relics  of  the  Grecian  train !    [the  main, 
ig^  various  seas  by  various  perils  toss'd, 
ibrc'd  by  storms  unwilling,  on  your  coast; 
■om  our  destin'd  course,  and  native  land, 
was  our  fate,  and  such  high  Jove's  command ! 


} 
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Nor  what  we  are  befits  us  to  disclaim, 
Atrides'  friends,  (in  arms  a  mighty  name,) 
Who  taught  proud  Troy  and  all  her  sons  to  bov; 
Victors  of  late,  but  humble  suppliants  now ! 
Low  at  thy  knee  thy  succour  we  implore; 
Respect  us,  human:  and  relieve  us,  poor. 
At  least  some  hospitable  gift  bestow; 
Tis'  what  the  happy  to  the'  unhappy  owe: 
'lis  what  the  gods  require:  thope  gods  revere. 
The  poor  and  stranger  are  their  constant  carej 
To  Jove  their  cause  and  their  revenge  belongs, 
He  wanders  with  them,  and  he  feeb  their  wrongti'' 

'Fools  that  ye  are!  (the  savage  thus  rep(e9^ 
His  inward  fury  blazing  at  his  eyes) 
Or  strangers,  distant  mf  from  our  adbodes. 
To  bid  me  reverence  or  regard  the  eods. 
Know  then  we  Cyclops  are  a  race,  above 
Those  air-bred  people,  and  their  gmat-nurs'd  J0K: 
And  learn,  oiu*  power  proceeds  wiDi  thee  and  thinc^ 
Not  as  he  wills,  but  as  ourselves  incline. 
But  answer,  the  good  sliip  that  brought  ye  o'er, 
"Where  lies  she  anchor'd  ?  near  or  off  the  shore?* 

"  Thus  he.     His  meditated  fraud  I  find, 
(Vers*d  in  the  turns  of  various  humankind) 
And,  cautious,  thus :  *  Against  a  dreadful  rock, 
Fast  by  your  shore  the  gallant  vessel  broke : 
Scarce  with  these  few  I  'scap'd :  of  all  my  train,' 
"Whom  angry  Neptune  whelm'd  beneath  the  nudo;  | 
The  scatter*d  wreck  the  winds  blew  back  again.' 

**  He  answer'd  with  his  deed.     His  bloody  I 
Snatch'd  two,  unhappy !  of  my  martial  band. 
And  dash'd  like  dogs  against  the  stony  floor : 
The  pavement  swims  with  brains  and  mingled  gwe. 
Tom  limb  from  limb,  he  spreads  his  horrid  feast. 
And  fierce  devours  it  like  a  mountain  beast : 
He  sucks  the  marrow,  and  the  blood  he  drainSi 
Nor  entrails,  flesh,  nor  solid  bone  remains. 


i 
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i  the  death  from  which  we  cannot  move, 

mbled  ^roan  beneath  the  hand  of  Jove. 

}le  maw  with  human  carnage  fill'd, 

f  deluge  next  the  g^ant  swill'd ; 

retch'd  in  length  o'er  half  the  cavem'd  rock, 

useless,  and  supine,  amidst  the  flock. 

e  the  time,  and  with  a  sudden  wound 

he  slumbering  monster  to  the  ground,       • 

I  impels  me;  and  in  act  I  stand 

v^  the  sword ;  but  wisdom  held  my  hand. 

so  rash  had  finish'd  all  our  fate ; 

tal  forces  from  the  lofty  gate 

oil  the  rock.    In  hopeless  grief  we  lay, 

h,  expecting  the  return  of  day, 

iv  did  the  rosy-finger*d  mom  arise, 

id  her  sacred  light  along  the  skies. 

:es,  he  lights  the  fire,  he  milks  the  dams, 

the  mother's  teat  su])mits  the  lambs. 

k  thus  finished  of  his  morning  hours, 

)re  he  snatches,  nuirders,  and  devours. 

leas'd  and  whistling,  drives  his  flock  before; 

;s  the  rocky  mountain  from  the  door,  i- 

its  again  :  with  equal  ease  dispos'd,  t  . 

ht  quiver's  lid  is  op'd  and  clos'd,  t. 

it  voice  the  echoing  region  fills :  ^  ^ 

ks,  obedient,  spread  o'er  all  the  hills. 

IS  left  behind,  e'en  in  the  last  despair, 

tit,  devis'd,  and  Pallas  lieard  my  pray'r. 

e,  and  doubt,  and  caution  work'd  my  breast- 

»  of  many  counsels  seem'd  the  best : 

nster*s  club,  within  the  cave  1  spied, 

3f  stateliest  growth,  and  yet  undried, 

rom  the  wood ;  of  height  and  bulk  so  vast, 

gest  ship  might  claim  it  for  a  mast. 

lorten'd  of  its  top,  1  gave  my  train 

m's  length,  to  shape  it  and  to  plane  ; 

Tower  end  I  sharpen'd  to  a  spire  ; 

point  we  liarden'd  with  the  force  of  fire.. 


208  THE  osTSBxr.  Jhoh  9. 

And  hid  it  in  the  dust  that  strow'd  the  cave. 
Then  to  my  few  c<5ihpaniona^  bold  and  brave, 
Propo8*d  who  first  the  Tenturoiu  deed  should  trfg 
In  tlie  broad  orbit  of  his  monstrous  eye 
To  plunge  the  brand,  and  twirl  the  pixnted  wood. 
When  slumber  next  should  tame  the  man  of  blood. 
Just  as  I  wish'd,  the  lots  were  cast  on  four : 
Myself  the  fifUi.    We  stand  and  wait  the  hoar. 
He  comes  with  evenine' :  all  his  fleecy  flock^ 
Before  him  march,  and  pour  mto  the  rock ; 
Not  one,  or  male  or  female,  stay'd  belund : 
(So  fortune  chanc'd,  or  so  some  g^  dengn'd) 
Then  heaving  high  the  stone's  unwieldy  weight. 
He  roU'd  it  on  the  cave,  and  clos'd  the  gite. 
First  down  he  sits,  to  milk  the  woolly  dain% 
And  then  permits  their  udder  to  the  lambs. 
Next  seiz'd  two  wretches   mote,  and  headkpg 

cast, 
Brsun'd  on  the  rock ;  his  second  dire  repaat. 
I  then  approach'd  him  recking  with  their  gore, 
And  held  the  brimming  goblet  foaming  o'er: 
'  Cyclop  !  since  human  flesh  has  been  thy  feast, 
Now  drain  this  goblet  potent  to  digest: 
Know  hence  what  treasures  in  our  ship  we  lost, 
And  what  rich  liquors  other  climates  boasti 
We  to  thy  shore  the  precious  freight  shall  bear. 
If  home  thou  send  !is,  and  vouchsafe  to  spare. 
But  oh  !  thus  furious,  thirsting  thus  for  gt>re,     1 
The  sons  of  men  shall  ne'er  approach  thy  shore,  > 
And  never  slialt  tliou  taste  tins  nectar  more.'      j 
"  He  heard,  he  took,  and  pouring  down  histhrmt 
Delighted,  swill'd  the  large  luxurious  draught. 
•  More !   give  me   more  !    (hu  cried)  the  boon  bt 

thine, 
Whoe'er  thou  art,  that  bcar'st  celestial  wine! 
Declare  tliy  name ;  not  mortal  is  this  juice, 
Such  as  the'  uubless'd  Cyclopean  climes  produce* 
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lough  sure  our  vine  the  larg'cst  cluster  yields, 
1  Jove's  scorn'd  thunder  serves  to  drcncli  our 

fields) 
:  this  descended  from  the  blest  abodes, 
ill  of  nectar  streaming'  from  the  f^ods.* 
He  said,  and  greedy,  grasp'd  the  heady  bowl, 
rice  dnun'd,  and  pour*d  tlie  deluspe  on  his  soul, 
sense  lay  cover'd  with  the  dozy  nune; 
lie  thus  my  fraudful  speech  I  reassume  : 
hy  promised  boon,  O  Cyclop  !  now  I  claim, 
1  plead  my  title :  Noman  is  my  name, 
that  ^stinguish'd  from  my  tender  years, 
\  what  my  parents  call  me,  and  my  peers.' 
The  ^nt  then:  *  Our  promised  grace  receive, 
t  hospitable  boon  we  mean  to  g^ive: 
en  all  thy  wretched  crew  have  felt  my  pow'r, 
nan  shall  be  the  last  I  will  devour.' 
He  said :  then  nodding  with  the  fumes  of  wine 
pp'd  his  huge  head,  and  snoring  lay  supine. 
neck  obliquely  o'er  his  shoulders  hung", 
ss'd  with  the  weight  of  sleep  that  tames  the 

strong ! 
•re  belch'd  the  mingled  steams  of  wine  and 
L  human  flesh,  his  inwgested  food.  (^blood, 

den  I  stir  the  embers,  and  inspire 
h  animating  breaHi  the  seeds  of  fire; 
h  drooping  spirit  with  bold  ^oirds  repair, 
L  urge  my  train  the  dreadful  deed  to  dare. 
:  stake  now  glow'd  beneath  the  burning  bed 
een  as  it  was)  and  sparkled  fiery  red. 
n  forth  the  vengeful  instrument  I  bring ; 
h  beating  hearts  my  fellows  form  a  ring. 
'd  by  some  present  god,  they  8\nft  let  fall 
pointed  torment  on  his  visual  ball. 
eif  above  them  from  a  rising  ^ound      [round. 
le  the  sharp  stake,  and   twirl   it  round  and 
vhen  a  shipwright  stands  his  workmen  o'er, 
>  ply  the  wimble,  some  huge  beam  to  bore; 

Ol..  XLII.  T 
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Urg'd  on  all  hands  it  nimbly  spins  about. 
The  grain  deep  piercing  tiU  it  scoops  it  out : 
In  his  broad  eye  so  whirls  the  fiery  wood; 
From  the  pierc'd  pupil  spouts  the  boiling  blood; 
Sing'd  are  his  brows;  the  scorching  lids  grow  bkck; 
The  jelly  bubbles,  and  the  fibres  crock. 
And  as  when  armourers  temper  in  the  ford 
The  keen-edg'd  poleaxe,  or  the  shining  swoidi 
The  red-hot  metal  hisses  in  the  lake: 
Thus  in  his  eyeball  liiss'd  the  plunging  stake. 
He  sends  a  dreadful  g^an :  the  rocks  around 
Through  all  their  inmost  winding  caves  resound. 
Scar'd  we  receded.    Forth,  with  frantic  handt 
He  tore  and  dash'd  on  earth  the  gory  brand. 
Then  calls  the  Cyclops,  aU  that  round  him  dweU» 
With  voice  like  thunder,  and  a  direful  yell. 
From  all  their  dens  the  one>eyed  race  repair^ 
From  rifted  rocks,  and  mountains  bleak  in  air. 
All  haste  assembled,  at  his  well-known  roar, 
Inc^iiire  the  cause,  and  crowd  the  cavern  door. 

*  What  hurts  thee,   Polyphcme  ?   what  strange 

affnjjht 
Thus  breaks  our  slumbers,  and  disturbs  the  night? 
Does  any  moilal  in  tlic*  unguarded  hour 
Of  sleep  oppress  thee,  or  by  fraud  or  pow*r? 
Or  thieves  insidious  tlie  fair  £ock  surprise  ?* 
Thus  tliey.     Thc.Cyclop  from  his  den  replies: 

*  Friends,  Nomun  kills  me;  Nonian  in  the  hoiff- 
Of  sleep  oppresses  me  with  fraudfvd  pow*r.* 
•  If  no  man  hurt  thee,  but  the  liantl  divine 
Inflict  disease,  it  fits  thee  to  resign : 
To  Jove  or  to  thy  father  Neptune  pray,' 
The  brethren  cried,  and  inslunt  strode  away. 

"  Joy  toucliM  my  secret  soul  ami  conscious  heti^ 
PleasM  with  the*  eflect  of  conduct  and  of  art. 
Meantime  the  ('yclop,  rag-ing  with  his  wound, 
Spreads  his  wide  arms,  and  seai*€hes  round  tf' 
round : 
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t  last  the  stone  removing'  from  the  gate, 
1th  hands  extended  in  the  midst  he  sate; 
nd  searched  each  passing  sheep,  and  felt  it  o'er, 
jcure  to  seize  lis  ere  we  reach'd  the  door. 
Uich  as  his  shallow  wit,  he  deem'd  was  mine) 
it  secret  I  revolv'd  the  deep  design  ; 
'was  for  our  lives  my  labouring  bosom  wrought; 
ich  scheme  I  tum'd,  and  sharpened  every  thought; 
[lis  way  and  that,  I  cast,  to  save  my  friends, 
ill  one  resolve  my  varying  counsel  ends. 
**  Strong  were  the  rams,  with  native  purple  fair, 
'ell  fed,  and  largest  of  the  fleecy  care, 
lese  three  and  three,  with  osier  bands  we  tied; 
'he  twining  bands  the  Cyclop's  bed  supply'd) 
le  midmost  bore  a  man;  the  outward  two 
icur'd  each  side  :  so  bound  we  all  the  crew, 
le  ram  remained,  the  leader  of  the  flock ; 
his  deep  fleece  my  grasping  hands  I  lock, 
id  fast  beneath,  in  woolly  curls  inwove, 
lere  cling  implicit,  and  confide  in  Jove. 
hen  rosy  morning  glimmer'd  o'er  the  dales, 
5  drove  to  pasture  all  the  lusty  males: 
ic  ewes  still  folded,  with  distended  thighs 
unilk'd,  lay  bleating  in  distressful  cries, 
it  heedless  of  those  cares,  with  anguish  stung, 
;  felt  their  fleeces  as  they  pass'd  along : 
ool  that  he  was)  and  let  them  safely  go, 
1  unsuspecting  of  their  freight  below. 
"  The  master  ram  at  last  approached  the  gate, 
larg'd  with  his  wool,  and  with  Ulysses*  fate. 
m,  while  he  pass'd,  the  monster  blind  bespoke  : 
Vhat  makes  my  ram  the  lag  of  all  the  flock  ? 
rst  thou  wert  wont  to  crop  the  flowery  mead, 
ret  to  the  field  and  river's  bank  to  lead, 
id  first  with  stately  step  at  evening  hour 
ly  fleecy  fellows  usher  to  their  bow'r. 
>w  far  the  last,  with  pensive  pace  and  slow 
lou  mov'st,  as  conscious  of  tliy  mastei-'s  wo ! 
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8eest  thou  these  lids  that  now  unfold  in  vain  ? 
(The  deed  of  Noman  and  his  wicked  train) 
Oh  !  didst  thou  feel  for  thy  afflicted  lord. 
And  would  but  fate  the  power  of  speech  affbfd; 
Soon  mi^t'st  thou  tell  me,  where  in  secret  hens 
The  dastard  lurks,  all  tremblinr  with  his  fiear: 
S^-ung  round  and  round,  and  dash'd  from  rock  tx 

,  rock. 
His  battered  brains  should  on  the  pavement  flwhe 
No  ease,  no  pleasure  my  sad  heart  receives^ 
While  such  a  monster  as  \*ile  Noman  lives.' 

**  The  giant  spoke,  and  through  the  bollov  ToA 
Dismissed  the  ram,  the  father  ofthe  flock. 
No  sooner  freed,  and  through  the  encloaure  pM^ 
First  I  release  m}'8elf,  my  fellows  last: 
Fat  sheep  and  goats  in  throngs  we  drive  bcAic^ 
And  reach  our  vessel  on  the  winduig  shore. 
With  joy  the  sailors  view  their  friends  retawM, 
And  hail  us  living  whom  as  dead  they  moun^L 
Big  tears  of  transport  stand  in  every  eye : 
I  check  their  fondness,  and  command  to  fly. 
Aboard  in  haste  they  heave  the  wealthy  sheef^ 
And  snatch  their  oars,  and  rush  into  the  deep. 

'*  Now  off  at  sea,  and  from  the  shaUows  dctfi 
As  far  as  human  voice  could  reach  the  ear; 
With  taunts  the  distant  giant  I  accost, 
'  Hear  me,  O  Cyclop !  hear,  ungracious  host ! 
'Twas  on  no  coward,  no  ignoble  slave. 
Thou  meditiil'st  thy  meal  in  yender  cave; 
But  one,  the  vengeance  fated  from  above 
Doom'd  to  inflict ;  the  instrument  of  Jove. 
Thy  barbarous  breach  of  hospitable  bands. 
The  gxKl,  tlie  gt)d  revenges  by  my  hands.' 

"  These  words  the  Cyclop's  burning  rage  provoke: 
From  tlic  tall  Iiill  he  rends  a  pointed  rock ; 
High  o'er  the  billows  flew  the  massy  load. 
And  near  the  ship  came  thundering  on  the  flood. 
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>9t  brush'd  the  helm,  and  fell  before: 

hole  sea  shook,  and  refluent  beat  the  shore. 

rong*  concussion  on  the  heaving  tide 

bacK  the  vessel  to  the  island's  nde  : 

I  shov'd  her  off;  our  fate  to  fly, 

lerve  we  stretch,  and  eveiy  oar  we  ply. 

sap'd  impending  death,  when  now  again 

ice  as  far  had  flurow'd  back  the  main, 

nore  1  raise  my  voice ;  my  friends  afraid 

oild  entreaties  my  design  dissuade  : 

:  boots  the  godless  g^ant  to  provoke, 

'  arm  may  sink  us  at  a  single  stroke  ? 

y,  when  the  dreadful  rock  he  tlu*ew, 

:ean  shook,  and  back  his  surges  flew. 

tunding  voice  directs  his  aim  again; 

ick  overwhelms  us,  and  we  'scap'd  in  vain.' 

1 1,  of  mind  elate,  and  scormng  fear, 

vith  new  taunts  insult  the  monster's  ear: 

»p  !  if  any,  pitying  thy  disgrace; 

ho  disfigured  thus  that  eyeless  face  ? 

vas  Ulysses;  'twas  his  deed,  declare, 

s'  son  of  Ithaca  the  fair; 

s,  far  in  fighting  fields  renown'd, 

whose  arm  Troy  tumbled  to  the  ground.' 
le'  astonish'd  savage  with  a  roar  replies; 
ivens !  O  faith  of  ancient  prophecies ! 
Telemus  Eurymedes  foretold, 
nighty  seer  who  on  these  hills  grew  old; 

the  dark  fates  of  mortals  to  declare, 
larn'd  in  all  wing'd  omens  of  the  air) 
iince  he  menac'd,.  such  was  fate's  command; 
son'd  Ulysses  as  the  destin'd  hand. 
I'd  some  godlike  giant  to  behold, 
y  hero,  haughty,  brave,  and  bold ; 
is  weak  pigmy -wretch,  of  mean  design, 
lOt  by  strength  subdued  me  but  by  wine, 
me,  accept  our  gifts,  and  join  to  pray 
Neptune's  blessing  on  the  watery  way: 

T  2 
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For  Ills  I  am,  and  I  the  lineagpe  own: 
The'  immortal  father  no  less  bcmsts  the  son. 
His  power  can  heal  me,  and  re-light  my  eye: 
And  only  his,  of  all  the  gods  on  £agh.' 

*  Oh !  could  this  arm  (I  thus  aloud  rejoin'd) 
From  that  vast  balk  dislodge  thy  bloody  mino^ 
And  send  thee  howling  to  the  realms  of  nigfat! 
As  sure,  as  Neptune  cannot  give  thee  sight.* 

«  Thus  I :  while  raging  he  repeats  his  cries. 
With  hands  uplifted  to  the  starry  skies: 
*  Here  me,  O  Neptune  !  thou  whose  arms  are  faml'i 
From  shore  to  shore,  and  gird  the  solid  world. 
If  thine  I  am,  nor  thou  my  birth  disown. 
And  if  the'  unhappy  Cyclop  be  thy  son; 
Let  not  Ulysses  breathe  his  native  air, 
Laertes'  son,  of  Ithaca  the  fair. 
If  to  review  his  countr}'  be  his  fate. 
Be  it  tlirough  toils  and  suffering^,  long  and  latfi; 
His  lost  companions  let  him  first  deplore: 
Some  vessel,  not  his  own,  transports  him  o'er; 
And  when  at  home  from  foreign  sufTcrings  freed. 
More  near  and  deep,  domestic  woes  succeedl* 

"  Witli  imprecations  tims  he  fill'd  the  air. 
And  angry  Neptune  heui-dtlie'  unrighteous  pray<r. 
A  larger  rock  then  heaving  from  the  plain: 
He  whirl'd  it  round:  it  sung  across  the  main  ; 
It  fell,  and  briujh'd  the  stern:  the  billows  roar. 
Shake  at  the  weight,  and  refluent  beat  the  shor;. 
With  all  our  force  we  kept  aloof  to  sea. 
And  gain'd  the  island  where  our  vessels  lay. 
Our  sight  the  whole  collected  navy  checrM, 
Who,  waiting  long,  by  turns  had  hop'd  and  fear'J. 
There  disembarking  on  the  green  sea-side, 
We  land  our  cattle,  and  the  spoil  divide  : 
Of  these  due  shares  to  every  sailor  fall ; 
The  master  ram  was  voted  Inine  by  all ; 
And  him  (the  guardian  of  Ulysses'  fate) 
Witli  pious  mind  to  heaven  1  consecrate. 
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But  the  mat  rod,  whose  thunder  rends  the  skie^ 
Averse,  beholds  the  smoking  sacrifice; 
And  sees  me  wandering  still  from  coast  to  coast, 
And  all  my  vessels,  all  my  people,  lost ! 

**  While  thoughtless  we  indulge  the  ^nial  rite,' 
As  plenteous  cates  and  flowing  bowls  mvite; 
Till  evening  Phoebus  roU'd  away  the  light: 
Stretched  on  the  shore  in  careless  ease  we  rest, 
Till  ruddy  morning  purpled  o'er  the  east.  *■ 
Then  from  their  anchors  all  our  ships  unbind. 
And  mount  the  decks,  and  call  the  willing  wind. 
Now  rang'd  in  order  on  our  banks,  we  sweep 
With  hs^  strokes  the  hoarse-resounding  deep ; 
Blind  to  the  future,  pensive  "^th  our  fears, 
Glad  for  the  living,  for  the  dead  in  tears." 
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ASTENTUREB  WITH  JB0LV8,  THE  LSSTKIGOm,  All 

CIRCE. 

ULTSSES  arrives  at  the  island  of  >Eolos,  who  givn  1iimpn»' 
perotts  winds,  and  incioscs  the  adverse  ones  in  a  \mg^  whieli  kli 
companions  untying:,  they  are  driven  back  again,  and  ngettodL 
Then  they  sail  to  the  Leestrigons,  wlier.  they  lote  eleven  riiip» 
and,  with  one  only  remaining*  proceed  to  the  island  of  Gxtu 
Eurylochiu  is  sent  first  witn  some  companioiis,  all  miUk, 
except  Eurylochus,  are  transformed  into  twine.  Ulynei  Aa 
undertakes  the  adventure,  and  by  the  help  cC  Moiniry.  wha 
gives  him  the  herb  Moly,  overcomes  the  enchantreas,  ana  w» 
cures  the  restoration  uf  his  men.  After  a  year's  stav  «ith  Mr. 
he  prepares  at  her  instigation  for  his  vo\age  totneintnit 
shaaen. 
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ngth  we  reach'd  JEolia's  sea-g^  shore, 
great  Hippotades  the  sceptre  bore; 
ng  isle !  high  rais'd  by  toil  divine, 
walls  of  brass  the  rocky  coast  confine, 
fining  youths,  in  private  grandeur  bred, 
:  ftur  daughters,  grac'd  the  royal  bed : 
ions  their  sisters  wed,  and  all  remain 
►arents'  pride,,  and  pleasure  of  their  reig^. 
they  feast,  all  day  the  bowls  fly  round, 
^  and  music  through  the  isle  resound : 
t  each  pair  on  splendid  carpets'lay, 
)wn'd  with  love  the  pleasures  of  the  day. 
is  happy  port  aifords  our  wandering  fleet 
h's  reception,  and  a  safe  retreat, 
the  monarch  urg'd  me  to  relate 
I  of  Ilion,  and  the  Grecian  fate ; 
I  told :  at  length  for  parting  mov'd ; 
ig  with  mighty  gifts  my  suit  approved. 
vGYse  winds  in  leathern  bags  he  brac*d, 
jss'd  their  force,  and  lock'd  each  struggling 
1  the  mighty  sire  of  gods  assign'd       [blast: 
npest's  lord,  the  tyrant  of  the  wind; 
•d  alone  the  listening  storms  obey, 
oth  the  deep,  or  swell  the  foamy  sea. 
n  my  hollow  ship  the  monarch  hung, 
y  fetter'd  by  a  silver  thong ; 
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"  Nine  prosperous  days  we  plied  the  labouno^ 
oar ; 
The  tenth  presents  our  welcome  native  shore: 
The  hills  display  the  beacon's  friendly  light. 
And  rising  mountains  gain  upon  our  sight. 
Then  first  my  eyes,  by  watchful  toils  oppress'd, 
Complied  to  take  the  balmy  gifts  of  rest ; 
Then  first  my  hands  did  from  the  nidder  part, 
(So  much  the  love  of  home -possess'd  my  heart) 
Svhen  lo !  on  board  a  fond  debate  arose ; 
AVhat  rare  device  those  vessels  might  enclose  ? 
What  sum,  what  prize  from  £olus  I  brought ! 
Whilst  to  liis  neighbour  each  express'd  his  thought: 

*  Say,   whence,   ye  gods,   contending  nationt 
strive 
Who  most  shall  please,  who  most  our  hero  give  ? 
T.ong'  have  his  coffers  groan'd  with  Trojan  spoils; 
Whilst  we,  the  wretched  partners  of  his  toils, 
Ueproacli'd  by  want,  our  fruitless  labours  mourn, 
And  only  rich  in  barren  fame  retiuii. 
Now  iEolus,  yc  see,  augments  his  store ; 
Rut  come,  my  friends,  these  mystic  gifts  explore.* 
'I'hey  said :  and  (oh  curs'd  fate !)  the  thongs  un- 
bound ! 
The  gushing  tempest  sweeps  the  ocean  round  -. 
SnatcliM  in  ihe  wliirl,  the  hurried  na\y  flew. 
The  ocean  widenM,  and  tlie  shores  withdrew. 
RousM  from  my  fatal  sleep,  I  long  debate 
If  still  to  live,  or  desperate  plunge  to  fate : 
'Ilius  doubting,  prostrate  on  the  deck  1  lay. 
Till  all  the  coward  thoughts  of  death  gtive  waj. 

"  Mcanwhde  our  vessels  plough  the  liquid  plauifl 
And  soon  tlie  known  JEohan  coast  regain,  > 

Our  groans  the  rocks  rcmurmur'd  to  the  main.    ) 
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Ve  leap'd  on  shore,  and  with  a  scanty  feast 
)ur  thirst  and  hunger  hastily  repress'd ; 
'hat  done,  two  chosen  heralds  straight  attend 
Kir  second  progress  to  my  royal  friend  ; 
ind  him  amidst  his  iovial  sons  we  found ; 
'he  banquet  streammg,  and  the  goblets  crown*d : 
'here  humbly  stopp'd  with  conscious  shame  and 
For  nearer  than  the  ffate  presumM  to  draw,     [awe, 
lut  soon  his  sons  their  well-known  guest  descried, 
Lnd  starting  from  their  couches  loudly  cried; 
Ulysses  here !  what  dxmon  couldst  tliou  meet 
?o  thwart  thy  passage  and  repel  thy  fleet  ? 
Vast  thou  not  fumish'd  by  our  choicest  care 
'or  Greece,  for  home,  and  all  thy  soul  held  dear  ?' 
Llius  they;  in  silence  long  my  fate  I  mourn'd, 
kt  length  these  words  with  accent  low  returned: 
Me,  lock'd  in  sleep,  my  faithless  crew  bereft 
)f  £dl  the  blessings  of  your  godUkc  gift ! 
Jut  grant,  O  grant  our  loss  we  may  retrieve  : 
L  favour  you,  and  you  alone  can  ^ve.' 

"  Thus  I  with  art  to  move  their  pity  tried, 
iLhd  touch'd  the  youths;  but  their  stern  sire  replied : 
Vile  wretch,  be  gone  !  this  instant  I  command 
fhy  fleet  accurs'd  to  leave  our  hallow'd  land. 
lis  baneful  suit  pollutes  these  bless'd  abodes, 
Vhose  fate  proclaims  him  hatefid  to  the  gods.* 

"  Thus  fierce  he  said :  we  sighing  went  our  way, 
knd  with  desponding  hearts  put  on  to  sea. 
The  sailors  spent  witn  toils  their  folly  mourn, 
Jut  mourn  in  vain;  no  prospect  of  return. 
Jix  days  and  nights  a  doubtful  course  we  steer. 
The  next  proud  Lamos*  stately  towers  appi 
^iid  Laestrigonia's  gates  arise  distinct  in  air. 
rhe  shepherd  quitting  here  at  night  the  plain, 
!Jalls,  to  succeed  his  cares,  the  watchful  swain : 
iut  he  that  scorns  the  cliains  of  sleep  to  wear, 
Vnd  adds  the  herdsman's  to  the  shepherd's  care, 
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So  near  the  pastures,  and  so  short  the  way. 
His  double  toils  may  claim  a  double  pay. 
And  join  the  labours  of  the  night  and  day. 

"  Within  a  long  recess  a  bay  there  lies, 
Edg'd  round  witli  cliiFs,  high  pointing  to  the  skies; 
The  jutting  shores  that  swell  on  either  side 
Contract  its  mouth,  and  break  the  rushing  tide. 
Our  eager  sailors  seize  the  fair  retreat. 
And  bound  within  the  port  their  crowded  fleet  : 
For  here  retir'd  the  sinking  billows  sleep, 
And  smiling  calmness  silver'd  o'er  the  deep. 
I  only  in  the  bay  refus'd  to  moor. 
And  fix'd,  without,  my  halsers  to  the  shore. 

<*  From  thence  we  climb'd  a  point,  whose  ail}' 
brow 
Commands  the  prospect  of  the  plains  below : 
No  tracks  of  beasts,  or  sig^s  of  men,  we  found, 
But  smoky  volumes  rolling  from  the  ground. 
Two  with  our  herald  thither  we  command. 
With  speed  to  learn  what  men  possess'd  die  land. 
They  went,  and  kept  the  wheel's  smooth  beaten 

road 
Which  to  the  city  drew  the  mountain  wood; 
When  lo!  they  met,  beside  a  cr}stal  spring. 
The  daughter  of  Antiphates  the  king; 
She  to  Ariacia's  silver  streams  came  down 
(Artuciu's  streams  alone  supply  the  town:) 
Tlie  damsel  they  approach,  and  ask'd  what  race 
The  people  were?  who  monarch  of  tlie  place? 
Willi  joy  the  maid  the*  unwary  strangers  heard, 
And  showM  them  where  the  royal  dome  appea^d. 
They  went;  but  as  they  entering  saw  the  queen 
Of  size  enorniGus,  and  terrific  mien, 
(Not  yielding  to  some  bulky  mountain's  heigfit) 
A  siuldcn  horror  stiiick  tlu-ir  aching  sight. 
Swift  at  her  call  lur  husband  scourd  uwav 
To  wreak  his  hunger  on  tlu,*  di'stin'd  prey 
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One  for  his  food  the  raging  elutton  slew. 
But  two  rush'd  out,  and  to  the  navy  flew. 

"  Balk'd  of  his  prey,  the  yelling*  monster  flics, 
And  fills  the  city  with  his  hideous  cries; 
A  ghastly  band  of  giants  hear  the  roar. 
And  pouring  down  the  mountains,  crowd  the  shore. 
Fragments  3iey  rend  from  off  the  craggy  brow. 
And  dash  the  ruins  on  the  ships  below: 
The  crackling  vessels  burst;  hoarse  groans  arise: 
And  mingled  horrors  echo  to  the  skies ! 
The  men,  like  fish,  they  stuck  upon  the  flood. 
And  cramm'd  their  filthy  throats  with  human  food. 
Whilst  thus  their  fiiry  rages  at  the  bay. 
My  sword  our  cables  cut,  I  call'd  to  weigh ; 
And  charg'd.my  men,  as  they  from  fate  would  fly. 
Each  nerve  to  strain,  each  bencting  oar  to  ply. 
The  sailors  catch  the  word,  their  oars  they  seize. 
And  sweep  with  equal  strokes  the  smoky  seas; 
Clear  of  the  rocks  the'  impatient  vessel  flies; 
IVhilst  in  the  port  each  wretch  encumbered  ^es. 
With  earnest  haste  my  frighted  sailors  press. 
While  kindling  transports  glow'd  at  our  success ; 
But  the  sad  fate  that  did  our  friends  destroy 
Cool'd  every  breast,  and  damp'd  the  rising  joy. 

"  Now  dropp'd  our  anchors  in  the*  JExan  bay. 
Where  Circe  dwelt,  the  daughter  of  the  day ; 
Her  mother  Perse,  of  old  Ocean's  strain : 
Thus  from  the  sun  descended,  and  the  main ; 
(From  the  same  lineage  stem  ^xtes  came. 
The  fiir-fam'd  brother  of  the'  enchantress  dame) 
Goddess,  and  queen,  to  whom  the  powers  belong 
Of  dreadful  magic,  and  commanding  song. 
Some  god  directing,  to  this  peacefiil  bay 
Silent  we  came,  and  melancholy  lay,  [on, 

Spent  and  o'erwatch'd.     Two  days  and  nights  roU'd 
And  now  the  third  succeeding  morning  shone. 
1  climb'd  a  clifl*  with  spear  and  sword  in  hand. 
Whose  ridge  o'erlook'd  a  shady  length  of  land; 
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To  k'uni  ii'uii^^lit  of  mortal  works  appear. 
Or  clicctiful  voice  of  mortal  slrikf;  the  ear! 
From  the  hi^'h  point  I  markM,  in  distant  view, 
.\  stream  of  curling  smoke,  ascenrlhig  blue. 
And  spirj'  tops,  tlie  tufted  trcj-s  above. 
Of  (jirce's  ]>alace  bosomM  in  the  jfrove. 

"  'I'hither  to  haste,  tlie  region  to  explore. 
Was  first  my  thoiif^ht :  but  specdtnfi^  back  to  shore 
I  dt:emM  it  best  to  visit  first  my  crew. 
And  send  out  spies  tlie  dubious  coast  to  view. 
As  down  the  hill  I  soHtary  (^>, 
Some  power  divine  who  pities  human  wo 
Sent  a  tall  Mtaf^,  descendinf^  from  the  wood. 
To  cool  his  fervour  in  the  crystal  flooil ; 
fjixtirianton  the  wave-worn  bank  he  Jay, 
Stretch'd  forth,  anrl  panting;  in  tJic  sunny  ray. 
I  launch'd  my  spear,  and  with  a  sudden  wound 
Transpierced*  his  back,  and  fix*d  him  to  tlie  (rround. 
f(e  falls,  and  mourns  his  fate  with  human  cnes: 
'fhroug*!!  the  widt*  wound  the  vital  spirit  fiies. 
I  finrw,  and  rastinfc  on  t!je  riverside 
The  bloody  spear,  his  g-ather'd  feet  I  tied 
With  twiniii}^  osir-rs  whicli  the  bank  supplied. 
An  ell  in  lenj^li  the  pliant  wisp  I  weavM, 
And  thr:  Inijji;  body  on  niy  shoulders  heavM: 
'J'hen  leaning"  on  tlie  spear  with  both  my  hands, 
C'pl)ore  my  loarl,  and  pressM  the  sinkihf^  sands 
With  weighty  st.ej)s,  till  at  the  ship  I  tJirew 
The  w<]eome  burden,  and  besj)riki:  my  erew: 

*  CAiccr  uj>,  my  friends!  it  is  Jiot  yet  our  fate 
'I'o  glidr:  with  ghosts  tfirough  Pluto's  gloomy  gate. 
i''ood  in  the  desert  land,  behold'  is  ^iven, 
fjve,  aiifl  <"iijoy  the  provid«-ne<-  of  In-aven.' 

"The  joyful  erew  surv^-y  his  nilg-hty  si/e. 
And  on  tl»e  future  baiirju<-l  feast  their  eyc:s. 
As  huge  in  lengih  extended  lay  the  beast; 
'J'hen  wash  then*  hands,  and  hasten  to  the  feast. 


B^l' 


ThirN-  till  ilie  ncttinr  flin  mll'd  down  the  light, 
Tlio]  Ful  iii(lul)fjn]f  In  the  ifeiiLal  rit*. 
Wlii-n  i-ii'riiriK  ro»i',  anil  durknew  covcr'tl  o'er 
TIh'  fiii-(^  .if  lUiiiKD.  wi-  slept  iilmiir  the  >horc. 
But  when  lJnf  rijs)-  niorninp  WttrmM  thir  tiut. 
My  men  I  minimini'il  ami  Xhrw.  wiml*  Mdilrrw'd. 

'FoHowonunil  l^i'i'tU;  Mtciul  wlial  I  prupoic 
V*  Md  companinnn  of  UlyHPi'  wucji ' 
We  know  mrt  liprc  wlmt  land  btrfiin 
Or  lo  whut  qiiarttr  now  i 
Or  whrrc  ilic  tun  Khali  « 
iUre  tcl  iii>  think  (If  tlimkinfi  bp  not  vain) 
ITuiy  counii-l,  any  hnpi:  rrnuln. 
Alu !  from  yiindcr  pniniunlory"*  Ijww, 
1  virw'd  th«  ciuwl,  n  rtman  Hat  and  luw ; 
An  iile  encircled  with  the  buundhm  Hdih); 
A  Icnffh  of  thickotii,  uiid  cntunKled  wund. 
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(111  Li>,t,^it  ^.itLiI ,  l..>H>li^>i' 1(1  till' dnmc. 
Wi'ili  ^>AiiJ^  tiluiidinhiiiriit  mir  niun  thty  nii'<-t. 
And  vag  thtir  tula,  and  fawning  fiok  tbeir  feet. 
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As  from  some  feast  a  man  returning  late» 
His  faithful  dogs  all  meet  him  at  tlie  gate» 
Ilcjoicing  round,  some  morsel  to  receive 
(Such  as  the  g^od  man  ever  us'd  to  give  :) 
Domestic  thus  the  grizzly  beasts  drew  near : 
Tliey  gaze  witli  wonder,  not  unmix'd  with  fear. 
Now  on  the  threshold  of  the  dome  they  stood. 
And  heard  a  voice  resounding  tlirough  the  wood : 
PlacM  at  her  loom  within,  the  goddess  sung; 
The  vaulted  roofs  and  solid  pavement  rung. 
O'er  the  fair  web  tlie  rising  figures  shine. 
Immortal  labour!  worthy  hanos  divine. 
Polites  to  the  rest  the  question  mov*d 
(A  gallant  leader,  and  a  man  I  lov'd:) 

*  vVhat  voice  celestial,  chanting  to  the  loom. 
Or  nymph  or  gtKldess,  echoes  from  the  room  ? 
Say  shall  we  seek  access  ?'  With  that  they  call ; 
And  wide  unfold  the  portals  of  tlie  hall. 

"  The  goddess,  rising,  asks  her  guests  to  stay, 
"Who  blindly  follow  where  she  leads  the  way. 
Eurylocluis  alone  of  all  tJie  band, 
Suspecting  fraud,  more  prudently  remain'd. 
On  tin-ones  around  with  downy  coverings  grac'd, 
With  semblance  fair  the*  unhappy  men  she  plac'd. 
Milk  newly  press'd,  the  sacred  flour  of  wheat. 
And  honey  fresh,  and  Framnian  wines,  the  treat: 
Rut  venom'd  was  the  bread,  and  mix'd  tlie  bowl. 
With  drugs  of  force  to  darken  all  the  soul: 
Soon  in  the  luscious  feast  themselves  they  lost. 
And  drank  oblivion  of  their  native  coast. 
Instant  her  circling  wand  the  goddess  waves. 
To  hogs  transforms  them,  and  the  sty  receives. 
No  more  was  seen  the  human  form  divine; 
Head,  face,  and  nienibers  bristle  into  swine: 
Still  curs'd  with  sense,  their  nunds  remain  alone, 
And  their  own  voice  aflrights  them  when  they  groan. 
Meanwhile  the  goddess  in  disihiin  bestows 
I'he  mast  and  acorn,  brutal  food  !  and  strows 


Book  10.  TUX  ODTssxT.  237 

The  fruits  of  cornel,  as  their  feast  around; 
Now  prone  and  grovelling  on  unsuvourj'  ground. 

"  Eiuylochus  with  pensive  steps  and  slow. 
Aghast  returns;  the  messenger  of  wo, 
And  bitter  fate.     To  speak  he  made  essay. 
In  vain  essay 'd,  nor  would  his  tongue  obey, 
His  swelling  heart  denied  the  words  their  way: 
Bat  speaking  tears  the  want  of  words  supply. 
And  the  full  soul  bursts  copious  from  his  eye. 
Affrighted,  anxious  for  our  fellows'  fates. 
We  press  to  hear  whaf  sadly  he  relates. 

*  We  went,  Ulysses !  (such  was  thy  command) 
Through  the  lone  tliicket,  and  the  desert  land. 
A  palace  in  a  woody  vale  we  found 
Brown  with  dark  forests,  and  with  shades  around. 
A  voice  celestial  echoed  from  the  dome, 
Or  nymph,  or  goddess,  chanting  to  the  loom. 
Access  we  sought,  nor  was  access  denied  : 
Radiant  she  came ;  the  portals  open'd  wide : 
The  goddess  mild  invites  the  guests  to  stay : 
They  blindly  follow  where  she  leads  the  way. 
1  only  wait  behind,  of  all  the  train : 
I  waited  long,  and  ey'd  the  doors  in  vain  : 
The  rest  are  vanished,  nOne  repass*d  the  gate  ; 
And  not  a  man  appears  to  tell  their  fate.* 

"  I  heard,  and  inst&nt  o'er  my  shoulders  flung 
The  belt  in  which  my  weighty  falchion  hung; 
(A  beamy  blade)  then  seiz'd  the  bended  bow. 
And  bade  him  guide  the  way,  resolv'd  to  go. 
He,  prostrate  falling,  with  both  hands  embmc'd 
My  knees,  and  weeping  thus  his  suit  address'd : 

*  O  king  belov'd  of  Jove  !  thy  servant  spare. 
And  ah,  thyself  the  rash  attempt  forbear  ! 
Never,  alas !  thou  never  slialt  return, 
Or  see  tlie  wretched  for  whose  loss  we  mourn. 
With  what  remains  from  certain  rain  fly. 
And  save  the  few  not  fated  yet  to  die.' 
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♦*  I  answer'd  stem:  *  Inglorious  then  remain. 
Here  feast  awl  loiter,  and  desert  thy  train. 
Alone,  unfrieiuled,  will  1  tempt  my  way; 
The  laws  of  fate  compel,  and  1  obey.' 

"  This  said,  and  scornful  turning*  from  the  shore 
My  haiiji^hty  step,  1  stalked  the  valley  o*er. 
Till  now  appi-oachinp  nigli  the  ma^ic  bower, 
'Where  dwelt  the*  enchantress  skillM  in  herbs  of 

power ; 
A  form  divine  forth  issued  from  the  wood, 
(Ininioi-tal  Hermes  with  the  golden  rod^ 
In  h',ini::n  semblance.     On  his  bloomy  face 
Yonth  smilM  celestial,  with  each  opening*  grace. 
He  sei//d  my  hand,  and  gi'acious  thus  began : 
'Ah,  wliither  roam*st  thou  P  much-enduring  man' 
O  blind  to  fate  !  what  led  thy  steps  to  rove 
The  horrid  niazes  of  this  magic  grove  ? 
Eacli  friend  vou  seek  in  von  enclosure  lies. 
All  lost  their  fonii,  and  habitants  of  stves. 
Think'st  thou  by  wit  to  model  their  escape  ? 
SooniT  slialt  thoii,  a  stranj>-er  to  th\  shape. 
Fall  pioiu'  tlu'ir  ecjiial:  fii"st  thy  danger  know, 
Then  lake  tlu*  antidote  thi'  goils  bestow. 
The  phiij^  I  ^ivc  tliroufcli  all  the  direful  bow'r 
Shall  guard  thee,  and  avert  the  evil  hour. 
Now  hear  lur  wickttl  arts,     before  thy  eyes 
The  bowl  shall  sparkle,  and  the  banquet  rise; 
Take  this,  nor  from  the  faithless  feast  abstain. 
For  teniper'd  drugs  and  i>oisons  shall  be  vain. 
Soon  as  siie  strikes  her  wand,  and  gives  the  wordr 
Draw  forth  and  bnindish  thy  refulgent  swonl. 
And  menace  death:  llios<'  nienari-s  shall  move 
Her  alterM  mind  to  blandislinunt  and  h)vc. 
Nor  slum  the  l)lessing  proHVrM  to  thy  aims; 
Ascend  her  I)ecl,  and  taste  celestial  charms; 
So  sliali  thy  ti«lioiis  toils  a  resjjite  find, 
.^nd  tliv  los^t  tVieiids  return  to  liuman  kind. 
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But  swear  her  first  by  those  dread  oaths  that  tie 
The  powers  below,  the  blessed  in  the  sky; 
Lest  to  thee,  naked,  secret  fraud  be  meant. 
Or  ma^c  bind  thee,  cold  and  impotent.* 

**  Thus  while  he  spoke,  tlie  sovereign  plant  he 
drew; 
Where  on  the'  all-bearing  earth  unmark'd  it  g^w. 
And  show'd  its  nature  and  its  wondrous  power: 
Black  was  the  root,  but  milky-white  the  flower; 
Moly  the  name,  to  mortals  hard  to  find. 
But  all  is  easy  to  the'  ethereal  kind. 
This  Hermes  gave,  then  gliding  ofl^the  glade 
Shot  to  Olympus  from  the  woodland  shade. 

"While  full  of  thought,  revolving  fates  to  come, 
I  speed  my  passage  to  the'  enchanted  dome: 
Arriv'd,  before  the  lofty  gates  I  stay'd; 
The  lofty  gates  the  goddess  wide  di splay' d; 
She  leads  before,  and  to  the  feast  invites; 
1  follow  sadly  to  the  magic  rites. 
Radiant  with  starry  studs,  a  silver  seat 
Receiv'd  my  limbs;  a  footstool  eas'd  my  feet. 
She  mix'd  the  potion,  fraudulent  of  soiU; 
The  poison  mantled  in  the  golden  bowl. 
I  took,  and  quaff 'd  it,  confident  in  heaven: 
.Then  wav'd  the  wand,  and  then  the  woi*d  was  given. 
•Hence  to  thy  fellows!  (dreadful  she  began) 
Go,  be  a  beast!' — ^I  heard,  and  yet  was  man. 

•*  Then  sudden  whirling,  like  a  waving  flame. 
My  beamy  falchion,  I  assault  the  dame. 
Struck  with  unusual  fear,  she  trembhng  cries. 
She  faints,  she  falls;  she  lifts  her  weeping  eyes. 

*  What  art  thou  ?  say !  from  whence,  from  whom 
you  came  ? 
O  more  than  human  !  tell  thy  race,  thy  name. 
Amazing  strength,  these  poisons  to  sustain ! 
Not  mortal  thou,  nor  mortal  is  thy  brain. 
Or  art  thou  he,  the  man  to  come  (foretold 
By  Hermes  powerful  with  the  wand  of  gold,) 
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The  man  from  Troy,  who  wander'd  ocean  roun 
The  man  for  wisdom's  various  arts  renown'd, 
Ulysses  ?  oh !  thy  threatening  fury  cease, 
Sheathe  thy  bright  sword,  and  join  our  hand 

peace ; 
Let  mutual  joys  our  mutual  trust  combine. 
And  love,  and  love-bom  confidence  be  thine.' 
'And  how,  dread  Circe  !  (furious  1  rejoin) 
Can  love  and  love-bom  confidence  be  mine  ? 
Beneath  thy  charms  when  my  companions  fffoai 
Transform'd  to  beasts,  with  accents  not  their  01 
O  thou  of  fraudful  heart !  shall  1  be  led 
To  share  tliy  feast-rites,  or  ascend  thy  bed: 
That,  all  unarm'd,  thy  vengeance  may  have  vei 
And  magic  bind  me,  cold  and  impotent  ? 
Celestial  as  thou  art,  yet  stand  denied; 
Or  swear  that  oath  by  which  the  gods  are  tiedi 
Swear  in  thy  soul  no  latent  frauds  remain. 
Swear  by  the  vow  which  never  can  be  vain !' 

"  The  goddess  swore:  then  seizM  my  hand,  I 
To  the  sweet  transports  of  the  genial  bed.       [ 
Ministrant  to  their  queen  witli  busy  care 
Four  faithful  handmaids  the  soft  rites  prepare ; 
Nymphs  sprung  from  fountains,    or   from  sh: 

woods, 
Or  the  fair  oft'spring  of  the  sacred  floods. 
One  o*er  the  couclies  painted  carpets  threw. 
Whose  purple  lustre  glow*d  against  the  view: 
White  linen  lay  beneath.     Another  placM 
The  silver  stands  with  golden  flaskets  grac'd: 
With  dulcet  beverage  tliis  the  beaker  crown'd. 
Fair  in  the  midst,  with  gilded  cups  around  : 
That  in  ♦he  tripod  o'er  tlie  kindled  pile 
The  water  pours;  the  bubbling  waters  boil: 
An  ample  vase  receives  the  snioking  wave; 
And,  in  the  bath  preparM  my  limbs  1  hive  : 
Reviving  sweets  repair  the  mind's  decay. 
And  take  tlic  painful  sense  of  toil  awav' 
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nd  tunic  o'er  me  next  she  threw, 
)m  the  bath,  and  dropping  balmy  dew, 
1  and  plac'd  me  on  the  sovereign  seat, 
pets  spread ;  a  footstool  at  my  feet, 
len  ewer  a  nymph  obsequious  brings 
h'd  from  the  cool  translucent  springs ; 
)ious  water  the  bright  vase  supplies 
AVer  of  capacious  size. 
.    The  table  in  fair  order  spread, 
ap  the  ghttering  canisters  with  bread; 
if  various  kinds  allure  the  taste, 
est  sort  and  savour,  rich  repast! 
vain  invites  the  feast  to  share ; 
[  ponder,  and  absorbed  in  care  : 
;enes  of  wo  rose  anxious  in  my  breast, 
en  beheld  me,  and  these  words  address'd: 
^  sits  Ulysses  silent  and  apart, 
wrd  of  g^ef  close  harbour'd  at  his  heart  P 
.*d  before  thee  stand  the  cates  divine, 
egarded  laughs  the  rosy  wine, 
a  doubt,  or  any  dread  remain, 
vom  that  oath  which  never  can  be  vainf* 
iswer*d,  *  Goddess !  humane  is  thy  breast, 
ze  sway'd,  by  tender  pity  press'd : 
me,  whose  friends  are  sunk  to  beasts, 
r  thy  bowls,  or  riot  in  thy  feasts. 
Idst  thou  please?  for  them  thy  cares  employ, 
m  to  me  restore,  and  me  to  joy.* 
h  that,  she  parted:  in  her  potent  hand 
e  the  virtue  of  the  magic  wand.   " 
istening  to  the  styes,  set  wide  the  door, 
►rth,  and  drove  tlie  bristly  herd  before; 
ly,  out  they  rush'd,  with  general  cry, 
us  beasts  dishonest  to  the  eye. 
ich'd  by  counter-charms,  they  change  again  j 
lid  maiestic,  and  recallM  to  men. 
lairs  of  lute  that  bristled  every  part, 
;  miraculous  effect  of  art ! 
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Till  all  tho  fonii  in  full  proportion  pise. 
More  younj;',  inon*  lui'jfo,  more  jjrurctiil  to  my  cyc». 
Thoy  saw;  tlicy  knew  me,  :in(l  with  cagpur  pace 
(ylun^  to  tlicir  nixstcr  in  a  hmg'  cnii)racc; 
Sad  plcasiii}^  hI^IiI!  with  tears  each  eye  ran  o'er. 
And  sol>s  of"  joy  re-echoed  Ihrouj^h  tlic  bow*r: 
\\\:\\  Circe  wept,  her  adamantine  heart 
J'Vlt  pity  enter,  and  sustained  her  puil. 

*  Sun  of  J.aerteH  !  (then  the  queen  be;;'an) 
Oil  niuch-endurinij^,  inuch-experiencM  man! 
li:Lste  to  the  ve.Khel  on  the  sea-heat  shoi*e, 
I'nload  thy  treasures,  and  the  guUey  moor: 
Then  hrini^  thy  friends,  secure  from  future  liarms. 
And  in  our  |>^rottos  stow  thy  spoils  ami  ai'ms.' 

**  Slie  said.     Obedient  to  iier  iii^h  C(mimand 
I  (|uit  tlie  place,  and  hasten  to  tiic-  strand. 
My  sad  c()m])anions  ou  the  heach  1  found, 
'J'heir  wisUui  eves  in  Hoods  of  sorrow  di'own*d. 
As  from  fre.>>h  pastures  and  the  dewy  field 
("When  loaded  cribs  ihe.ir  i-venin^  ban(juet  yield) 
Tlie  lowiu)^  lierds  reUirn ;  around  iheni  thronj^ 
Willi  haps  unci  bounds  their  hit  c-imprihonM  young, 
Itusii  to  their  mothers  with  unnih   jov« 
\nd  echoing  .'wll.s  rt'turn  tin*  tender  cry: 
So  round  iiie  priss'd,  e\ultiiij;"at  ni}  sight, 
Willi  cries  and  ai^onies  of  wild  dclig-lit. 
The  weeping'  saihii's;  nor  less  licrce  their  joy 
'I'liaii  if  rctiiriiM  to  ltha<'afroin  'I'rov. 

w 

*  Ah,  niastiM" '  ever  MDiiourM,  ever  dear, 
(ThcMc  teiuU-r  words  on  i^iry  side  1  iiear) 
Wiiat  other  joy  can  efjii.d  tiiy  return  ? 
Not  thai  lovM  country  for  whose  sij^lit  we  mourn, 
The  soil  that  nursM  us,  ami  tJiat  j^-ave  us  breath: 
JJut,  all !  relate  onr  lost  companions'  deatli.' 

"  \  unswer'd  ch'fri';:!:  *  M;.sl«-,  your  galley  moOT, 
\nd  brln;^  our  treasures  ami  our  arms  asliore: 
Those  in  yon  liolhav  cav<i"iis  let  us  lay; 
Then  rise  and  follow  where  I  lead  the  way. 
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cDovB  fire:  betieve  your  eyes,  vmI  come 
te  the  joFs  of  Circe's  ncred  dome/ 
ith  ready  speed  the  jojrfol  crew  obey: 
£iii}'lochu8  persuades  their  stay. 
iier  (he  crietl)  ah  whither  wiH  ye  nm  ? 
re  to  meet  those  erib  ye  should  shun  f 
cm  the  terrors  of  the  dome  explore^ 
ae  to  grovel,  or  in  Uons  roar, 
If41ke  howl  away  the  midnight  hour 
iidful  watch  around  the  magic  bow'r  ? 
ober  Cyclops,  and  his  bloody  deed; 
Oder's  rashness  made  the  soldiers  bleed.' 
iC«d  incens'd,  and  first  resolv'd  to  speed 
ing  fidchion  at  the  rebel's  head, 
s  be  was,  by  ties  of  kindred  bound, 
tiand  bad  stretch'd  him  breathless  on  the 

g^und; 
I  at  once  my  interposing*  train 
ercy  pleaded,  nor  could  plead  in  vain, 
e  here  the  man  who  dares  his  prince  desert, 
to  repentance  and  bis  own  sad  heart, 
ard  the  ship.     Seek  we  the  sacred  shades 
ce's  palace,  where  Ulysses  leads.* 
bis  with  one  voice  declar'd,  the  rising  train 
le  black  vessel  by  the  murmuring  main. 
:  touch'd  Eurylochus's  alter'd  breast, 
.r'd  my  threats,  and  follow'd  with  the  rest, 
eanwlule  the  goddess,  with  indulgent  cares 
>cial  joys,  the  late-transform'd  repairs; 
ath,  the  feast,  their  fainting  soul  renews ; 
1  refulgent  robes,  and  dropping  balmy  dews: 
ening  with  joy  their  eager  eyes  behold 
>ther*s  face,  and  each  his  story  told; 
Bushing  tears  the  narrative  confound, 
ith  their  sobs  the  vaulted  roofs  resound, 
hush'd  their  passion,  thus  the  goddess  cries: 
ses,  taught  by  labours  to  be  wise, 
is  short  memory  of  grief  suffice. 

...  X>.TT.  X 
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To  me  we  faiown  the  Tarioiii  wbery^  bore^  . 
utptOTtti  by  sea,  in  peiib  oil  the  tboret 
Foivet  whateTer  wiiB  in  fbrtwie^.po#V,' 
And^share  the  |>leafearea  of  thb  gemal  hoiir^  •.'•  ■ 
Such  be  your  minds  as  ere  ye  lot  your  ooail^  * 
Or  learn'd  to  sonoir  Ibria  coimtiy  losL 
Exiles  and  wwderera  now,  wheie'er  ye  ^^ 
Too  fidthftil  memoiy  Mshews  jrovr  woe 
The  cause  renew*d^  habitual  griefii  remaio^  ■ 
And  the  soul  saddens  by  the  Hie  of  pain.'         >* 
**  Her  kind  entreatjjr  m6v^d  the  genend  bNm^. 
Tir'd  with  kinff  tml,  we  wilHiD|f  sunk  to  YeaL-  >n 
We  plied  the  banquet  and  the  bowl  we  c»i»rfi 
TiU  the  fuU  circle  ofthe  year  came  iowmL       J 
But  iviieh  the  seasons,  foDowing  in  tiieir  tnii%>t< 

Brought  back  the  months^  the  da3r%  and  hooiHltf 
As  firom  a  kthsrgy  at  once  they  riae^  ■       .  .^ 

'And  urge  their  cmef  with  aminsling  crie^     M 

*  Is  this,  tJlysses,  our  inglorious  lot  ?  'iff 
And  is  the  name  of  Ithaca  forgot  ?                   -   | 
Shall  never  the  dear  land  in  prospect  rise. 
Or  the  lov*d  palace  glitter  in  oiir  eyes  ?* 

^  Melting  1  heard ;  yet  till  the  sun's  decKae 
Prolong'd  the  feast,  and  quafT'd  the  rosy  wiattj 
But  when  the  shades  came  on  at  evening  hoil^f 
And  all  lay  slumbering  in  the  dusky  bow'r; 
I  came  a  suppliant  to  fair  Circe's  bed, 
The  tender  moment  seiz'd,  and  thus  I  said : 

*  Be  mindful,  goddess,  of  thy  promise  madfti 
Must  sad  Ulysses  ever  be  delay'd  ? 
Around  their  lord  my  sad  companions  mounv 
Each  breast  beats  homeward,  anxious  to 
If  but  a  moment  parted  from  thy  eyes, 
Their  tears  flow  round  me,  and  my  heart 

*  Go  then  (she  crv'd,)  ah  go  !  yet  tliink. 
Not  Circe,  but  the  jutes  your  wisli  deny. 
Ah  hope  not  yet  to  breathe  thy  native  air!* 
Far  other  journey  first  demands  thy  carej 
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the'  uncomfortable  paths  beneath, 
r  the  realms  of  darkness  and  <^  death, 
ek  the  Theban  bard,  depriv'd  of  flight; 
rradiate  with  prophetic  light;     • 
I  Persephone,  entire  and  whole, 
"etain  the'  unseparated  soul : 
are  forms,  of  empty  xther  made  ; 
i  semblance,  and  the  flitting  shade.' 
;k  at  the  word,  my  very  heart  was  dead: 

sat ;  my  tears  bedew'd  the  bed; 
he  light  and  life  my  soul  begun, 
that  all  was  grief  beneath  the  sun. 
L  at  length,  the  gushing  tears  suppress'd, 
:oss'd  limbs  now  wearied  into  rest, 
Ul  I  tread  (I  cried,)  ah,  Circe  !  say, 

descent,  and  who  shaU  guidfe  the  way  P 
J  eyes  behold  the  realms  below  ? 
k  to  waft  me,  and  what. wind  to  blow  ?* 
ated  road  (the  magic  power  replied,) 
lysses !  asks  no  mortal  guide, 
the  mast,  the  spacious  sail  display, 
lern  winds  shall  wing  thee  on  thy  way. 
i  thou  reach  old  ocean's  utmost  ends, 
•  the  main  the  shelving  shore  descends; 
tn  trees  of  Proserpine's  black  woods, 
nd  willows  trembling  o'er  the  floods  : 

thy  vessel  in  the  lonely  bay, 
r  there  the  kingdoms  void  of  day: 
tilcgeton's  loud  torrents  rushing  down, 
le  flaming  gulf  of  Achion ; 
pe,  slow-rolling  from  the  Stygian  bed, 
lamentable  waters  spread :    » 
le  dark  rock  o'erhangs  the'  infernal  lake, 
^ling  streams  eternal  murmurs  make. 
V  thy  falchion,  and  on  every  side 
le  black  earth  a  cubit  long  and  wide; 
i  shades  around  libations  pour, 
the'  ingredient  strew  the  hallow'd  flour: 


!*W? 


336  TUBOBMIT.  M$ttVL 

New  wine  jmd  ittilk,  with  iMQef  t€]B(«iM^  bti^ 
And  £vi]i(^  water  from  liie  cmbil  ipnag^ 
Tlien  the  wan  iliadea  and  UMe  gboati  Inplonb 
'Vl^tk  pronuflPd  offefinga  on  tirr  aatiftt  abbrot 
A  barren  cow,  tiie  ab&fieat  or  ^fte  iala^     - 
And,  hMipM  wiUi  voalth»  a  IdMiiy  pte 

Theae  to  thereat  1 1      o-  ha  aee^  SMiat  mm 
AaaUer       thepbuv       Jlll^bfoed* 
Tbeae  vowaaiMufiJ^citfeBnc^pftifl 

To  alii      |«  I  of  the  dead}  v. 

Be  nexh.  unr  Cc»^  :  ahoep  to  plaeo 

Full  o'er  the  pat,  mm  nci«rWMid  turn  tbrir  fto^t 
But  from  Ihe*  infernal  tite  thine  eyo  withdiaPlTj . 
And  back  to  ocean  glanee  with  fevmmd  awik  * 
Sadden  ahaU  ddm  ak>ng  the  dmikf'gh^dM 
Thin  airjr  ahoala  of  Tiaionaiy  ahadea. 
Then  give  ooounand  the  aacrifice  to  haate^  ' 
Let  the  fla^d  vietinia  in  the  flame  be  caat» 
And  aacred  Towa,  and  nyadc  aong  ap^fi^ 
To  grisly  Pluto,  and  his  rloomy  briae. 
Wide  o'er  the  pool,  thy  falchion  waT'd  arocoKi 
Shall  drive  the  spectres  from  forbidden  g^round:- 
The  sacred  draught  shall  all  the  dead  forbear. 
Till  awfiil  from  the  shades  arise  the  seer. 
Let  him,  oraculous,  the  end,  the  way. 
The  turns  of  all  thy  future  fate,  display. 
Thy  pilg^ima^  to  come,  and  remnantof  thy  dif^i' 

^  So  speakmg,  from  the  ruddy  orient  Axmit 
The  mom  conspicuous  on  her  golden  throne. 
The  goddess  with  a  radiant  tunic  dress'd 
My  lunbs,  and  o'er  me  cast  a  silken  Test. 
Long  flowing  robes,  of  purest  white,  array 
The  nymph  that  added  lustre  to  the  day: 
A  tiar  wreath'd  her  head  with  many  a  fold; 
Her  waist  was  circled  with  a  zone  of  gold. 
Forth  issuing  then,  from  place  to  place  I  flew; 
Rouse  man  by  man,  and  animate  my  crew. 
'  Rise,  rise,  my  mates !  'tis  Circe  gives  commaai: 
Our  journey  calls  us ;  haste,  and  quit  the  land.' 
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ise  and  follow,  yet  depart  not  all^ 
fate  decreed  one  wretched  man  to  falL 
A  youth  there  was,  Elpenor  was  he  nam'd, 
much  for  sense,  nor  much  for  courage,  fam'd; 
youngest  of  our  band,  a  vulgar  soul 
1  but  to  banquet,'  and  to  drain  the  bowl, 
hot  and  careless,  on  a  turret's  height 
1  sleep  repaired  the  long  debauch  of  night: 
sudden  tumult  stirr'd  mm  where  he  lay, 
down  he  hasten'd,  but  forg^  the  way ; 
endlong  from  the  roof  the  sleeper  fell, 
snapp'd  the  spinal  joint,  and  wak'd  in  hell, 
rhe  rest  crowd  round  me  with  an  eager  look : 
tthem  with  a  sigh,  and  thus  bespoke: 
eady,  friends !  ye  think  your  toils  are  o'er, 
hopes  already  touch  your  native  shore: 
!  far  otherwise  the  njrmph  declares, 
)ther  journey  first  demands  our  cares; 
read  the'  uncomfortable  paths  beneath, 
dreary  realms  of  darkness  and  of  death: 
eek  Tiresias*  awful  shade  below, 
thence  oiir  fortunes  and  our  fates  to  know.' 
VLy  sad  companions  heard  in  deep  despair: 
tic  they  tore  their  manly  growth  of  hair; 
arth  they  fell;  the  tears  began  to  rain; 
;ears  in  mortal  miseries  are  vain. 
r  they  far'd  along  the  sea-beat  shore; 
tieav'd  their  heai-ts,  and  still  their  eyes  ran  o'er, 
ready  victims  at  our  bark  we  found, 
sable  ewe,  and  ram,  together  bound: 
»wift  as  thought  the  goddess  had  been  there, 
thence  had  glided,  viewless  as  the  air: 
paths  of  gods  what  mortal  can  survey  ? 
eyes  their  motion,  who  shall  trace  their  way  ? 
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BOOR  XL 

IT  to  the  ahorct  we  beiid» »  momvM  tniii^ 
I  the  tall  bark  an  launch  into  the  maim 
lOt  the  mait  wo  rear,  at  onee  unbind 
fMeioua  sheets  and  ilretch  it  to  the  windi 
.  p«le  and  penahre  atandf  withoarea  oppreii'd» 
loleinn  horror  aaddena  every  breait. 
■heninfi^  breeze  the  mapc  power  iupplicd, 
s  the  winf^d  vrHNcl  flew  aloiiK'  the  tide; 
lara  we  sluppM:  all  day  the  iiwclling  aaila 
Vom  the  gUKlitig;'  pilot  catchM  the  galcii. 
*fow  gunk  the  nun  from  bin  ni'nal  hcit^ht, 
o'er  the  Nhadc'd  billown  runhM  tlic  inu^ht: 
1  lo  !  wi*  HMirird  old  ()ccan*N  utmoMi  l)oun(U, 
re  rockH  control  bin  waves  with  cvcr-ibinnf 

moiindM. 
*hcre  in  a  lonely  land,  and  ffloomy  ccIIh, 
iutiky  nation  of  ('innnrria  <nvi'llii; 
lun  ne'er  viuwii  the'  uncomfortable  aeati, 
1  radiant  be  advanccg,  or  rrtrtrats: 

Epv  race  !  whom  rn<lloH>i  ni^cht  invridoH, 
tne  dull  air,  and  wrapNtbem  round  in  fiiiudcit. 
!lie  sliip  we  moor  on  thcHc  obvcurt;  abodcK ; 
jk  tlic  Hhcep,  an  oflerinfr  to  the  ic^iIn; 
tiell-ward  bcMKling,  oVt  tne  beach  dencry 
lolcBome  passage  to  the*  infernal  sky. 
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The  victims  vow'd  to  eich  Tartuefta  powV, 
EniylochJis  and  Perimedes  boreu. 

**  Here  open'd  hell,  'all  hell  I  here  hnp]orf4» « 
And  from  tne  Icabbard  drew  the  ihimn^  two^ 
And  trenching  the  black  earth  on  erefy  «de» 
A  cavern  form'd,  ft  eplnt  long  and  idde. 
New  wine,  with  honey-temper'd  milk,  we  hntig. 
Then  living  waters  from  the  crystal  qfting  i  ' 
O'er  these  was  strewed  theeontecimted  iloar,^ 
And  on  the  surface  shone  tiie  holy  stove. 

**  Now  the  wan  shades  we  hai^^iKe'  infernal  god% 
To  speed  our  coarse,  and  wift  ds  0^0?"  the  floods: 
So  shall  a  barren  heifer  from  the  stall 
Beneath  the  knife  upon  yoqr«ltitefiiII|    -  *  '  **'' 
So  in  oar  palace,  at  oor  salfe  letasii  ''  .  ' 

Itich  unth  umiambeHd  g^fts  the  -pile  shall  hi/am  i  * 
So  shall  a  ram  the  largestjof  the  breed,  ^.  '.x^ 
Black  as  these  regions^  to  TIraiiaa  Meed.     '-''.-  '^^ 

"  Thus  solemn  rites  and  holy  vown  we  pttd 
To  all  the  phantom-nations  of  the  dead. 
Then  died  the  sheep  ;  a  purple  torrent  flowed. 
And  all  the  caverns  smok'd  with  streaming  blood. 
When  lo !  appeared  along  the  dusky  coasts,- 
Thin,  airy  shoals  of  visionary  ghosts ; 
^air,  pensive  youths,  and  soft  enamoured  maidsr 
And  withered  elders,  pale,  and  wrinkled  shadest 
Ghastly  with  wounds,  the  forms  of  warriors  slain 
Stalk'd  with  majestic  port,  a  martial  train: 
These  and  a  thousand  more  swarm'd  o'er  HiC 
ground,  ^ 

And  all  the  dire  assembly  shriek'd  around, 
Astonish'd  at  the  sight,  aghast  1  stood. 
And  a  cold  fear  ran  shivering  through  my  blood;  "  -  ■: 
Straight  I  command  the  sacrifice  to  haste. 
Straight  the  flay'd  victims  to  the  flames  an 
And  mutter'd  vows,  and  mystic  song,  apply'd 
To  grisly  Pluto,  and  his  gloomy  bride. 
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'  swift  I  wav'd  my  falchion  o'er  the  blood; 
rted  the  pale  throng^  and  trembling  stood, 
le  black  trench  the  ^re  untasted  lows, 
il  from  the  shades  Tiresias  rose. 
re  wandering  through  the  gloom,  I  first 
survey'd, 

he  realms  of  death,  Elpenor's  shade  : 
remains  all  naked  to  the  sky, 
at  shores  unwept,  unburied  lie. 
le  sight  1  stand,  deep  fix'd  in  wo, 
1  spoke  the  tears  began  to  flow, 
what  ang^y  power  Elpenor  led 
in  shades,  and  wander  with  the  dead  ? 
Id  thy  soul,  by  realms  and  seas  disjoined, 
e  nimble  sail,  and  leave  the  lagging  wind  P' 
ghost  replied :  *  To  hell  my  doom  I  owe, 
accurs'd,  dire  ministers  of  wo ! 
through  wine  unfaithful  to  their  weight, 
me  tumbling  from  a  towery  height: 
ig  I  reel'd,  and  as  I  reel'd  I  fell, 
e  neck-joint — my  soul  descends  to  hell, 
mc  aid,  I  now  conjure  thee  lend, 
)ft  tie  and  sacred  name  of  friend  ! 
md  consort !  by  thy  father's  cares ! 
Telemachus's  blooming  years ! 

I  know  tliat  soon  the  heavenly  pow'rs 
t  thee  back  to  day  and  Circe's  shores : 
ous  on  my  cold  remains  attend, 

II  to  mind  thy  poor  departed  friend; 
ite  of  a  tear  is  all  I  crave, 
possession  of  a  peaceful  grave, 
iheard,  in  vain  compassion  plead, 
lie  gods,  the  gods  avenge  the  dead ! 
.long  the  wateiy  margin  raise, 
>  with  manly  anns  an4  trophies  grace, 
posterity  Elpenor  was. 
jh  in  air,  memorial  of  my  name, 
mooth  oai*,  and  bid  me  five  to  fame.' 


■I 
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"  To  whom  with  tears;  'These  rites,  O  mournful 
shade ! 
Due  to  thy  ghost,  shall  to  thy  ghost  be  pud.' 

"  Still  as  I  spoke,  the  pliantom  seem'd  to  moan, 
Tear  followM  tear,  and  groan  succeeded  groan. 
But  as  my  waving"  sword  the  blood  surrounds. 
The  shade  withdrew,  and  mutter'd  empty  sounds- 

"  There  as  the  wondrous  visions  I  survey'd. 
All  pale  ascends  my  royal  mother's  shiuie: 
A  queen,  to  Troy  she  saw  our  lemons  pass; 
Now  a  thin  form  is  all  Anticlea  was ! 
Struck  at  the  sight  I  melt  with  filial  wo. 
And  down  my  cheek  the  pious  sorrows  flow : 
Yet  as  1  shook  my  falchion  o*er  the  blood, 
Bcgardlcss  of  her  son  the  parent  stood. 

"When  lo  !  the  mighty  Theban  I  behold; 
To  guide  his  steps  he  bore  a  stafl*  of  gold : 
Awful  he  trod !  majestic  was  his  look  ! 
And  from  his  holy  lips  these  accents  broke : 

*  Why,  mortal,  wanderest  thou  from  cheerful  dij", 
To  tread  the  downward  melancholv  wav  ? 
M'liat  angry  g-ods  to  these  dark  legions  led 
Thee  yet  alive,  companion  of  tlie  dead  ? 

But  sheatlie  thy  poniard,  while  my  tongue  relate* 
Heaven's  steadfiist  purpose,  and  thy  future  fates.' 

**  Willie  yet  he  spoke,  the  prophet  I  obey'd. 
And  in  the  scabbard  plungM  tlic  ghttering  blade. 
Eager  he  quaff 'd  the  gore,  and  then  cxpross*d 
Dark  things  to  come,  the  counsels  of  his  breast. 

*  Weary  of  light,  Ulysses  here  explores, 
A  prosperous  voyage  to  his  native  shores : 
l^it  know — by  me  unerring  Fate's  disclose 
New  trains  of  dangers,  and  new  scenes  of  woes; 
1  see  I  I  see,  thy  bark  by  Neptune  tost. 

For  injurM  Cyclops,  and  his  eye-ball  lost! 

Yet  to  thy  woes  the  gods  decree  an  end, 

If  heaven  thou  please;  and  how  to  please  aticnii' 
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n  Trinacrian  rocks  the  ocean  roars, 

imerous  h(^s  along'  the  verdant  shores; 

hunger  press,  yet  fly  the* dangerous  prey, 

is  are  sacred  to  the  god  of  day, 

surveys  with  his  extensive  eye, 

elow,  on  earth,  and  in  the  sky  ! 

the  god,  and  so  propitious  gales 

hy  voyage,  and  impel  thy  soils; 

)  herds  ye  seize,  beneath  the  waves 

friends  o'erwhelm'd  in  liquid  graves ! 
fill  wreck  Ulysses  scarce  survives ! 
it  his  country  scarce  arrives ! 
s  thy  guides-*  nor  there  thy  labours  end, 
(  arise, 'domestic  ills  attend ! 
ul  adulterers  to  thy  bride  resort, 
Jy  gluttons  riot  in  thy  court. 
;'eance  hastes  amsun !  These  eyes  behold 
Mul  scene,  princes  on  princes  roU'd ! 
le,  a  people  far  from  sea  explore, 
er  knew  salt,  or  heard  the  billows  roar, 
ay  vessel  stem  the  watery  plsdn, 
i  wonder  flying  on  the  mjun ! 
Jiy  back  an  oar:  with  strange  amaze 
;rd  meeting  thee,  the  oar  survey^ 
es  a  van:  there  fix  it  on  the  plain, 
the  god  that  holds  the  watery  reign; 
)ld  oflering  to  his  altar  bring, 

ram,  a  boar;  and  hsul  the  ocean-king. 
3  retum'd,  to  each  ethereal  power 
due  victim  in  the  genial  hour: 
ful  shalt  thou  end  thy  blissful  days, 
I  thyself  from  life  by  slow  decays: 
1  to  pain,  in  age  resign  thy  breath, 
ite  stern  Neptune  points  the  shaft  with 
eu'k  grave  retiring  as  to  rest,  [death, 

lie  blessing,  by  Siy  people  bless'd  I 
ing  truths,  O  man,  my  lips  relate; 
ly  life  to  come,  and  this  is  fate.' 

CJLII.  Y 
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"  To  whom  unmov'd;  'If  this  the  gods  prepare^ 
What  heaven  ordains,  the  wiso  with  courage  bear. 
But  say,  why  yonder  on  the  lonely  strands. 
Unmindful  of  her  son,  Anticlea  stands  ? 
Why  to  the  g^und  she  bends  her  downcast  eye? 
Why  is  she  silent,  while  her  son  is  nig^  ? 
The  latent  cause,  O  sacred  seer,  re^-^al  ?' 

*  Nor  this  (replies  the  seer)  will  I  conceaL 
Know;  to  the  spectres,  that  thy  beverage  taste, 
The  scenes  of  life  recur,  and  actions  pass'd; 
They,  seal*d  with  truth,  return  the  sure  reply; 
The  rest,  repelPd,  a  train  obhvious  fly.' 

<<  The  pliantom-prophet  ceas'd,  4Lnd  sunk  from 
sight     ' 
To  the  black  palace  of  eternal  lught. 

"  Still  in  the  dark  abodes  of  death  I  stood. 
When  near  Anticlea  mov'd,  and  drank  the  bk)od. 
Straight  all  the  mother  in  her  soul  awakes. 
And,  owning  her  Ulysses,  thus  she  speaks: 
*  Com'st  thou,  my  son,  alive;  to  realms  beneath, 
The  dolesome  rciilms  of  darkness  and  of  death: 
Com'st  thou  alive  from  pure,  ethereal  day  ? 
Dire  is  the  region,  dismal  is  the  way ! 
Here  lakes  j^rofound,  there  tioods  oppose   ihcir 

waves, 
There  the  wide  sea  with  all  his  billows  raves ! 
Or  (since  to  dust  proud  Troy  submits  her  tow'is) 
Com*st  tliou  a  wanderer  from  the  Phrj'gian  sliores? 
Or  say,  since  honour  calFd  thee  to  the  ticld, 
Ilust  thou  thv  Ithaca,  tljv  bi-ide,  beheld?'' 

*  Source  of  my  life,  (1  cried)  fmm  earth  1  fly 
To  seek  Tiresias  in  the  nether  sky, 

To  learn  my  doom;  for,  tost  from  wo  to  wo, 
In  everv  land  Ulvsscs  tinds  a  foe: 
Nor  have  these  eves  beheld  mv  native  shores. 
Since  in  the  dust  proud  Troy  submits  her  tow'rs. 

*  But,  when  thy  soul  from  her  sweet  mansion  AcA, 
Say.  what  distemper  gvive  thee  to  tlie  dead  ? 
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j's  fair  lamp  declin'd  by  slow  decays, 
I  expir'd  it  in  a  sudden  blaze  ? 
ray  sire,  good  old  Laertes,  lives  ? 
i'elemachusj-my  son,  survives  ? 

his  rule  is  my  dominion  aw'd, 
ih*d  by  trsutors  with  an  iron  rod  ? 
my  spouse  maintains  her  royal  trust, 
1  tempted  chaste,  and  obstinately  just  P 
»  more  her  absent  lord  she  wails, 
;  fiilse  woman  o'er  the  wife  prevails  ?' 
us  I,  and  thus  the  parent-shade  returns : 

ever  thee,  thy  faithful  consort  mourns: 
3r  the  night  descends,  or  day  prevails, 
le  by  night,  and  thee  by  day  bewails  : 
1  Telemachus  thy  realm  obeys; 
id  g^ves  celestial  rites  he  pays, 
ares  the  banquet  in  superior  state, 
with  such  honours  as  become  the  gpreat. 
e  in  solitude  foments  his  care: 
urt  is  joyless,  for  thou  art  not  there ! 
:ly  carpets  raise  his  hoary  head, 
1  embroidery  shines  to  grace  his  bed ; 
lien  keen  winter  freezes  in  the  skies, 

with  his  slaves,  on  earth  the  monarch  lies: 
re  \us  sighs,  his  visag'e  pale,  his  dress 
rb  of  wo  and  habit  of  distress.  ^ 

len  the  autumn  takes  his  annu^t)imd, 
ify  honoiu^  scattering  on  the  g^ind; 
less  of  hifl  years,  abroad  he  Hes, 
I  the  leaves,  his  canopy  the  skies, 
ires  on  cares  his  painful  days  consume, 
w  his  age  with  sorrow  to  the  tomb ! 
thee,  my  son,  I  wept  my  life  away; 
e  Uirough  hell's  eternal  dungeons  stray : 
ne  my  fate  by  lingering  pains  and  slow, 
it  the  silver-shafted  queen  her  bbw ; 

disease  bereav'd  me  of  my  breath ; 
hou,  my  son,  wert  my  disease  and  death ; 
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Unkindly  with  my  love  my  aon  conspir'd. 
For  thee  I  liv'd,  for  absent  thee  expir'd,* 

^  Thrice  in  my  aims  1  strove  her  shade  to  bind,^ 
Thrice  through  my  arms  she  slipp'd  like  emplrv 
Or  dreams,  the  rain  illusions  of  the  mind.    [wumLj  ' 
Wild  with  despair,  I  shed  a  copious  tide 
Of  flowing  tears,  and  thus  with  sighs  replied: 

'Fly'st  thou,  loT'd  shade,  whue  I  thus  ibodlf 
mourn? 
Turn  to  my  arms,  to  my  embraces  turn! 
Is  it,  ye  powers  that  smile  at  human  hamuli 
Too  great  a  bliss  to  weep  within  her  anus  ? 
Or  has  heU's  queen  an  empty  image  sent. 
That  wretched  I  might  e'en  my  joys  lament  f* 

*  O  son  of  woe !  (ue  pensive  shade  rejoui'd) 
O  most  inur'd  to  grief  m  all  mankind ! 
'Tis  not  the  queen  of  hell  who  thee  deeeivef : 
All,  all  are  such«  when  life  the  body  leaves  s 
No  more  the  substance  <^the  man  renudnsy 
Nor  bounds  the  blood  alonp^  the  purple  veins : 
These  the  funereal  flames  m  atoms  bear. 
To  wander  with  the  wind  in  empty  ar; 
While  the  impassive  soul  reluctant  flies, 
Like  a  vain  dream,  to  these  infernal  skies. 
But  from  the  dark  dominions  speed  thy  way, 
And  climb  the  steep  ascent  to  upper  <hiy ; 
To  thy  chaste  bride  the  wondrous  stoiy  tell. 
The  woes.  We  horrors,  and  the  laws  of  hell.* 

*'  Thus  while  slie  spoke,  in  swarms  hell's  empretf 
brings 
Daughters  and  wives  of  heroes  and  of  kings; 
Thick,  and  more  thick,  they  gather  round  thebkxA 
Ghost  tlirong'd  on  ghost  (a  dire  assembly)  stood! 
Dauntless  my  sword  I  seize :  the  airy  crew. 
Swift  as  it  flash'd  along  the  gloom,  withdrew; 
Then  shade  to  shade  in  mutual  foi*ms  succced^^ 
Her  race  recounts,  and  their  illustrious  deeds. 
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ro  began :  whom  great  Salmoneus  bred ; 
ysA  partner  of  fam'd  Cretheus'  bed. 
'  Enipeus,  as  from  fruitful  urns 
rs  his  watery  store,  the  virgin  bums ; 
flows  the  gentle  stream  with  wanton  pride, 
so£t~mazes  rolls  a  silver  tide, 
ds  banfa||^e  maid  enamour'd  roves, 
)narch  ot  the  deep  beholds  and  loves;. 
Bnipeus'  form  and  borrow'd  chanps, 
lorous  god  descends  into  her  arms: 
I,  a  spacious  arch  of  waves  he  throws, 
^h  in  air  the  liquid  mountain  rose; 
L  surrounding  floods  conceal'd  he  proves 
casing  transport,  and  completes  his  loves, 
jftly  sighing,  he  the  fair  address'd, 
he  spoKcher  tender  hand  he  press'd. 
bappy  nymph !  no  ^nilgar  births  are  ow'd 
prolific  raptures  of  a  god: 
en  nine  times  the  moon  renews  her  horn, 
•other  heroes  shall  from  thee  be  bom; 
rljf  care  the  future  worthies  claim. 
It  them  to  the  arduous  paths  of  fame; 
ihy  breast  the'  important  trutli  conceal, 
•e  the  secret  of  a  god  reveal : 
)w,  thou  Neptune  view'st !  and  at  my  nod 
rembles,  and  the  waves  confess  their  god.* 
added  not,  but  mounting  spum'd  the  plain 
lung'd  into  the  chambers  of  the  main, 
w  in  the  time's  full  process  forth  she  brings 
Iread  vicegerents,  in  two  future  kings; 
oud  lolcos  Pelias  stretch'd  his  reign, 
dlike  Neleus  rul'd  the  Pylian  plain: 
•uitful,  to  her  Cretheus'  royal  bed 
lant  Pheres  and  fam'd  ^son  bred : 
le  same  fountain  Amythaon  rose, 
with  the  din  of  war,  and  noble  shout  of  foes, 
ere  mov'd  Anliope  with  haughty  charms, 
.ess'd  the*  almighty  thunderer  in  her  arms; 

Y  2 
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Hemese  iftniii^rAmplaoii,  lience  bnre.SEelin|i  tta^ 
F(randenof  T1ieV«%ajidiiMiii)faM|^^ 

Though  boM  in  ^y|^  fi    U^^7  f ^  **■* 
The  town  witb-wwy  iku  noi^lft  infect  iob- 
HeK  nnqMtttt  itood»  there  Urven  ION  h^ 
And  here  throfgh  ae?ea  wide  M«dA  io^ 

**  There  wMi  soft  step  the  Ur  4A|fKMc  treik 
Who  bore  Alddet  to  the  thdwkta^godi. 
And  H^gili^  n^  •  d  Hho  ■Qii.af Jove» 

And  softened  hk  stt^m  mnA  to  teader  loro. 

^  SqUen  and  KHtr  with  diaeotttentedini^ 
Jocasta  fiown'd,  ^e*  kucetlnoiMi  ThdiMn  quetBi 
WUh  het  own  ton  she  joined  in  njiiptial  beM%.'-  • 
Thougfi  father's  blood  imbhied  hnr.  nndmi 
bandst  r 

The  gods  and  aien  the  ^Ure^  oSctnee  detas^ 
The  «>ds  whh  ^  liieir  Ibiibs  rend  Uajbmit 
In  lot^  Thebeift  he  wore.the^  mpmtl  ennrn, '  -»' 
A  pompons  wretiDh!  accmVd  upon  a  thiona' 
The  wife  self-mutder'd  from  a  beam  dependb^ 
And  her  foul  soul  to  blackest  hell  descends; 
Thence  to  her  son  the  choicest  plagues  she  br>rr 
And  the  fiends  haunt  him  with  a  thousand  »(in^'i- 

'<  And  now  the  beauteous  Ghloris  I  descr 
A  love^  shade»  Amphion's  youngest  joy! 
With  gifts  unnumbered  Neleus  sought  her  smu. 
Nor  paid  too  dearly  for  unequaU'd  channs; 
Great  in  Orehomenos,  in  Pylos  great,  , 

He  swayed  the  scept^  with  imperial  state. 
Three  gallant  sons  the  joyful  monareh  told. 
Sage  Nestor,  Periclimenus  the  bold, 
Ai^  Chremius  last;  but  of  the  softer  race. 
One  nymph  alone,  a  miracle  of  grace. 
Kings  on  their  thrones  for  lovely  Pero  burn. 
The  sire  denies,  and  Icings  rejected  mourn. 
To  him  slone  the  beauteous  prise  he  ide]di» 
Whose  arm  should  ravidi  from  Fbylacnan  fiddi 
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The  herds  of  Iphyclus,  detaln'd  in  wrong; 
Wild,  furious  herds,  unconquerably  strong  I 
This  dares  a  seer,  but  nought  the  seer  prevails. 
In  beauty's  cause  illustriously  he  fails ; 
Twelve  moons  the  foe  the  captive  youth  detains 
la  painful  dungeons,  and  coercive  chains ; 
The  foe  at  last,  from  durance  where  he  lay, 
His  art  revering,  gave  him  back  to  day ; 
Won  by  prophetic  knowledge,  to  fulfil 
The  steadfast  purpose  of  the'  almighty  will. 

"  With  graceful  port  advancing  now  I  spy'd 
Leda  the  fair,  the  godlike  Tyndar*s  bride : 
Hence  Pollux  sprung,  who  wields  with  furious  sway 
The  deathful  gauntlet,  matchless  in  the  fray : 
And  Castor,  glorious  on  the*  embattled  plain 
Curbs  the  proud  steed,  reluctant  to  the  rein : 
By  turns  they  visit  this  ethereal  sky. 
And  live  alternate,  and  alternate  die : 
In  hell  )>eneath,  on  earth,  in  heaven  above. 
Reign  the  twin-gods,  the  favourite  sons  of  Jove. 

"  There  Ephimedia  trod  the  gloomy  plain. 
Who  charm'd  the  monai'ch  of  the  boundless  main ; 
Hence  Ephialtes,  hence  stern  Otus  sprung. 
More  fierce  tlian  giants,  more  than  giants  strong ; 
The  earth   o'erburden'd   groan'd   beneath   their 

weight. 
None  but  Orion  e'er  surpass'd  their  height: 
The  wondrous  youths  had  scarce  nine  winters  told. 
When  high  in  air,  tremendous  to  behold. 
Nine  ells  aloft  they  rear'd  their  towering  head. 
And  full  nine  cubits  broad  their  shoulders  spread. 
Proud  of  their  strength,  and  more  than  mortal  size. 
The  gods  they  challenge,  and  affect  the  skies  j 
Heav'd  on  Olympus  tottering  Ossa  stood ; 
On  Ossa,  Pelion  nods  with  all  his  wood : 
Such  were  they  youths !  had  they  to  manhood  grown, 
Almighty  Jove  had  trembled  on  his  throne. 


Bat  ere  the  harvest  of  the  beard  be^ao 
To  bristle  on  the  chiti,  and  promise  man, 
Kb  ehiifts  ApoUo  aim'd;  nl  once  they  sound,  ^ 
And  alretch  the  ffiant-monsterB  o'er  the  gTOun' 

•f  There  tnoumfiilPh^dra  with  Mid  ProcrismoTea, 
Both  beauteous  slmdes  both  lupless  in  their  \mrf; 
'  And  near  them  wilk'd,  with  solemn  pace  and  slov, 
8m1  Ariiidne,  partner  of  tlieir  wo ; 
TIm  royal  Minos  Ariadne  bred. 
She  Tlieseua  lov'd ;  from  Crete  with  1 
QWtf^  to  the  Diao  isle  the  hero  flies. 
And  ton-ards  his  Athens  bears  the  lovely  prij 
Tbei^  Bacchus  witli  fierce  raxc  DJiuu  Gres, 
Tite  gtiddess  alme  h^r  shai^  tlie  nymph  cipirea. 

"There  Cljmcii^  and  Mera  1  beholdi 
Tlm'e  Eriphyle  weepa,  who  loosely  sold 
Her  lord,  her  honour,  for  the  lust  ^gold. 
But  Ehould  I  all  recount,  tlic  night  wouM  fail,   > 
"neqiial  to  the  melincholy  talc; 
And  ^-compowng  rest  tar  nature  cnre^ 
Here  in  the  couit  or  yonder  on  the  waves : 
In  you  1  tnisti  and  in  the  heavenly  pow'ra. 
To  land  Ulysses  on  his  native  shores." 

He  ceas'd ;  but  left  so  charming  on  their  ear 
His  voice,  that  listening  still  they  seem'd  to  bca^ 
Till  riung'  up,  Aret£  silence  broke, 
Stretch'd  out  her  snowy  hand,  and  thut  die  (pofcei 

"  What  wondrous  man  heaven  sends  lu  in  otf 
guest! 
Through  all  his  woes  the  hen>  shines  conftw'di 
His  comeljr  port,  his  ample  frame,  express 
A  manly  wr,  majestic  in  distress. 
He,  aa  my  gtiest,  is  my  peculiar  care ; 
You  share  the  pleasure, — then  in  bounty  ahani 
To  worth  in  misery,  a  reverence  pay. 
And  with  a  generous  hand  reward  hia  atay ; 
For  since  kind  heaven  with  wealth  our  rntm  b« 

bless'd. 
Give  it  to  heavGD,  by  aiding  the  ilialiiw'il  " 
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age  Echeneus,  whose  g^ye  reverend  brow 

1  of  time  had  3ilvep*d  o'er  with  snow, 

i  wisdom  rose:  "  Your  words  (he  cries) 
jbediencc,  for  Jrour  words  are  wise. 
XT  king  direct  the  glorious  way 
•ous  acts ;  our  part  is  to  obej.'* 

2  life  informs  these  limbs    (the  king  re- 
plied) 

leserve,  be  all  my  cares  employ'd: 
this  night  the  royal  g^est  detain, 
un  flames  alon^  the'  ethereal  pUun  : 
task  to  send  with  ample  stores 
iger  from  our  hospitable  shores: 
u  my  steps!  'Tis  mine  to  lead  the  race, 
in  glory,  as  the  first  in  place." 
3m  the  prince :  "  This  night  with  joy  I  stay, 
;h  great  in  virtue  as  in  sway ! 
le  circling  year  my  stay  control, 
a  bounty  noble  as  thy  soul;  /> 

ling  year  I  wait,  with  ampler  stores 
r  pomp  to  hail  my  native  shores: 
my  realms  due  homage  would  be  paid; 
thy  kings  are  loyally  obey'd !" 
ig !  for  such  thou  art,  and  sure  thy  bloofL 
veins  (he  cried)  of  royal  fathers  flow'dj 
lose  vagrants  who  on  falsehood  live, 
I  smooth  tales,  and  artful  to  deceive; 
er  soul  abhors  the  liar's  part, 
hy  voice,  and  noble  is  thy  heart. 
ds  like  music  every  breast  control, 
ough  the  ear,  and  win  upon  the  soul; 
jome  song  divine,  thy  story  flows, 
er  could  the  muse  record  thy  woes. 
say,  upon  the  dark  and  dismal  coast 
30U  the  worthies  of  the  Grecian  host ; 
like  leaders  who,  in  battle  slain, 
>re  Troy,  and  nobly  press'd  the  plain  ? 
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And  lo  t  A  IcagA  ef  night  befcflidtfiipini^ 
The  eiremnigr  itifB  ftffl  meant  tte^et&eNal  1^^ 
Thy  tile  widl  nptnict  1  ecmld  bear  tiice  iuL 
Tt^  woei  on  esra*  the  vondrow  woantBlmiUll^l 
Tin  in  the  Tsnh  of  heaven  the  fltert  daen^. 
And  the  dnr  reddens  with  the  lUigr  dqr«  A 

''Ovofthyortiiepo#erthegodbMiignn)p"'  - 
(U1yMetthntfepliet)alBfai^fainindr   '.' 
Since  vet  the  eaify  hour  of  mc^alknrf  f 

Tbne  for  diacoone^  and  tee  fir  aoft  fopoie^' ' 
IfacenetofmiaenreanentMau^  ~  *''^ 

Woea  I  rndbldy  or  woea  a  diamal  Ivafai. 
PrqMaetohearofnraider'andofbloo^l      -*":  * 

Qf^podlikeheroeawhomybl()i9^aloe4'  * 
Anudtt  a n^r of apean in Ihreipi landa,'  -       *  ''' 
Yet  bled  at  home»  and  bledhy  ftia|J>  hapfli,  :     > 

**  Now  aminnoaM  Praaeiptoe  toJidrialdMkill;* 
The  heroine riiadeafthgr  wnUM-tt  bar fl4l>^- 

«<  When  lo !  advane'd  the  ibrnia  of  hmba  aUbt ' 
By  stem  Egysthus,  a  majestic  train,  .  [phfavV 
And  high  above  the  rest,  Atrides  preas'd  tibej 
He  qua^d  the  gore;  and  straight  his  soldier  Imeir, 
And  from  his  eyes  pour'd  down  tiie  tender  dew; 
His  arms  he  stretch'd ;  his  arms  the  touch  deocha^ 
Nor  in  the  fond  embrace,  embraces  give: 
His  substance  ranish'd,  and  bb  strei^^th  deca^Mi 
Now  all  Atrides  is  an  empty  shade. 

**  Mov'd  at  the  sight,  1  for  a  space  rengn'd 
To  soft  affliction  all  my  manly  mind ; 
At  last  with  tears — "  Oh  what  relentless  doooif 
Imperial  phantom,  bow'd  thee  to  the  tomb  f 
Say,  while  the  sea,  and  while  the  tempeat  ravei^ 
Has  fate  oppressed  thee  in  the  roaring  wavea^ 
Or  nobly  seiz'd  thee  in  the  dire  alarms 
Of  war  and  slaughter,  and  the  clash  of  ama  7**  * ' 

**  The  ghost  returns:  <  O  chief  of  hunMnkaad  ' ' 
For  active  courage  and  a  patient  mind: 


le  the  sea,  nor  while  the  tempest  raves, 
oppressed  me  on  the  roanng^  waves ; 
\y  seiz'd  me  in  the  dire  alarms 
md  slaughter,  and  the  clash  of  arms, 
by  a  murderous  hand  Atrides  died, 
dulterer,  and  a  faithless  bride ; 
my  mirth,  and  at  the  friendly  feast^ 
full  bowl,  the  tndtor  stabb'd  his  g^est. 
the  gory  arm  of  slaughter  falls 
ely  ox,  and  bleeds  within  the  stalls, 
with  me  the  direful  murder  ends,  [friends: 
these  expir'd !  their  crime,  they  were  my 
3  the  boars,  which  sdme  luxurious  lord 
the  feast,  to  crown  the  nuptial  board. 
ar  has  thundered  with  its  loudest  stormsy 
lou  hast  seen  in  all  her  ghastly  forms; 
met  her  on  the  listed  ground, 
and  to  hand  they  wound  return  for  wound; 
er  have  thy  eyes  astonish'd  view'd 
a  deed,  so  dire  a  scene  of  blood, 
the  flow  of  joy,  when  now  the  bowl 
1  our  veins,  and  opens  every  soul, 
in,  we  faint;  with  blood  the  dome  is  dyed, 
r  the  pavement  floats  the  dreadful  tide — 
ast  all  gore,  with  lamentable  cries, 
eding  innocent  Cassandra  dies ! 
ough  pale  death  froze  cold  in  every  vein, 
xl  I  strive  to  wield,  but  strive  in  vain  ; 
my  traitress  wife  these  eyelids  close, 
ntly  in  death  my  limbs  compose, 
n,  woman  !  when  to  ill  thy  mind 
all  hell  contains  no  fouler  fiend  : 
li  was  mine !  who  basely  plung'd  her  sword 
1  the  fond  bosom  where  she  reign'd  ador'd  ■ 
hop'd,  the  toils  of  war  o'ercome, 
L  soft  quiet  and  repose  at  home : 
;  hope !  O  wife,  thy  deeds  disgrace 
jur'd  sex,  and  blacken  all  the  race ; 


ShooU  iriadieate  mr  iqjtp'd  htber'*  fiiine, 
Cniah  tfae  proud  rebel,  ud  tm^tt  hit  cU&l' 

<  mnrtnoiu  ihmde  (I  cridl)  of  Pcleu^  lkte»  ' 
NodiGumntnce'theroieetf^aierehteit   ' 
But  be*i  with  {deia'd  ■tteiilian  tbe  leaow^ 
The  wuB  and  wiadtmi  of  thj  rallalft  wMt 
With  me  from  Seym  to  the  field  of  &na 
Badiut  in  inns  tht  blooming  hero  cune. 
When  Gceece  assembled  all  tier  biinUrvd  iMn, 
To  ripea  counacb,  and  decide  debates ;         > 
Hewem!  how  he  ch&rm'd  us  with  a.  flow  of  mi 
And  won  the  heart  with  m&nly  eloquence  I 
Be  fiwt  WM  seen  of  nil  the  peers  to  riie, 
Tlie  third  ik  nisdom,  where  they  all  wera  A^i 
Bi|t  when,  to  try  tht  fortune  of  the  diy, 
Hon  mor'd  toward  hoA  in  tembic  amy,         , ' 
Before  the  Tan,  impatient  for  the  fight,  ' 

With  mutial  port  he  strode,  and  atera  deMti,. 
Heapt  ■trew'd  on   ketft  bteeath  In  BUm 

And  monomentK  of  dead  dcform'd  the  ground. 
The  time  would  fiil  should  I  in  order  teO 
What  foes  were  vanquish'd,  and  what  ntunbenlllt 
How,  lost  through  kive,  Eurypylus  was  ilun. 
And  round  him  bled  his  bold  Cetacan  train. 
To  Troy  no  hero  cajne  of  nobler  line,  , 

Or  if  of  nobler,  Hemnon',  it  was  thine. 

'  When  Ilion  in  the  horae  receiv'd  herdooi^ 
And  unaeen  armies  ambush'd  in  its  womb ; 
Greece  gave  her  latent  warriors  to  my  cuc^ 
'Twas  mine  on  Troy  to  pour  the'  impnson'd  WIK 
Then  when  the  boldest  bosom  beat  with  ftar, 
Wlien  the  stem  eyes  of  heroes  dropp'd  a  teati 
Tierce  in  his  look  his  ardent  valour  giow'd, 
Fluth'd  in  bis  cheek,  or  saitied  in  hfs  blood ; 
Indignant  in  the  dark  recess  he  stands. 
Pants  for  the  battle,  and  the  war  demitnd* ; 
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A  tVifiiilly  imir!  iirar  thrnr  the*  l*yli:tn  HtruyM, 
And  fiiwi-niiu'  Ajiix,  hii  illiiutl-iniiH  Hliuilr ! 
War  wtm  Ihn  mi\,  uiiii  nlmitM  witli  loud  ulitriiiH, 
Noiii*  bill   l'rli((i-N  lii'if^litrr  Nlifiiir  in  uniin. 

**  'rlirutlK;ll  tlir   tliii  k  )(-l(M)lli    IiIn   fliriul   Arlilllfs 
klirw. 
And  AM  hf  Npciikri  (lie-  tram  dcMrrnd  ill  dew  : 

*  roiii'Mt  tiioii  uli\r  In  vifw  tlir  ^4ty)pllll  IioiiiuIn. 
M'hrrf*  till-  Willi  npc-itrrN  walk  clrnial  rtiundH ; 
Nor  fru  t'*Nt  I  lie*  durk  and  diNinal  waste  to  tread, 
TJirtnii^'d  with  pnlt?  ^lumlii,  familiar  willi  (he-  dead'' 

"To  wimin  with  nif^liN :   *  I  |iaN9i  tlivNc  drr:uilul 
frutcN 
To  fU'fk  tlic  'I'hrhnn,  and  ronNult  thr  fatrs : 
Kur  Ntill  diNlniNuM  1  itivc*  rmiii  roa>il  to  roaNt, 
J<oHt  to  my  fririidN,  and  to  my  c -oiiniry  loi«t. 
Iliil  Nurc*  the  v\v.  oi'timc  licholdN  no  tiaim* 
Ho  Idi'NN'd  UN  lliiiir  in  all  tlic  rolln  ot't'riiiic  \ 
Aiivc  Wf  huilM  tlirc  with  our  f^tiai'diMn  ^hIs, 
And,  flrad,  thou  ntl*N(  a  kiiif;  in  ihr.ir  ahodi'i.* 

*  T:dk  not  of  I'lirni};;,  in  thiM  dnlnrons  j;|iMini, 
Nor  think  \:(iii  wiirdi  {\n-  rrii  dj  <  :iii  i  w.v  \\\\  doom 
Kathcr  IM  chooru*  lahonnu'il,\   to  hi  ar 

A  wi'i)(ht  of  \voi"s  and  hn'ullu*  (he  Vila!  air, 
A  Nla\r  (o  fioiiir  |)oor  hind  th:(t  tfiiis  fiii'  hri  :i(l, 
Than  rri)cn  tin-  M-i-pln-<l  ninnai-rh  ot  ihr  <h'ad 
Hut  nay,  if  in  mv  slips  my  -lon  |)ro('«-<-dN, 
And  cmulatr'i  Iun  {^oiiliki-  luth(-r*h  di-'-ii-i'' 
If  at  till*  I'lash  oiai'im,  and  'ihoul  of  tors, 
Swi'lh  hin  hohl  hi-:ii't,  Iiih  hosnm  nohl)   }.;lo\\s-' 
Nay  if  my  nih-,  tin-  i-i-vi-ri  nd  IN-liii>i,  n-iiniH 
Cii't'al    in  luH  IMhia,  and  hi'i  liininc  inaintHnn  , 
Or  wi*ak  and  old,  mv  xnuthiid  arm  di-mands, 
To  fix  the  Nciptrc  N(i-:Mli:iNl  in  his  iiamlH'' 
O  nii)rht  thr  lamp  of  lift-  rf-kindh-d  hum. 
And  (Iratli  rt-h-asf  mr  from  thr  .siii-nl  urn' 
Tllia  arm  that  thiindrrM  oVr  tin-  IMiryKi:*»  p'uiii, 
AikI  NWcIlM  the  (ground  with  mountuiiiH  of  tin*  slain 
vol..  XLII.  /. 
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Oniththepioiidrebel,.Midaa»^li]tclAiik'        '. 

<  Uluttriouft  shade  (I  cried)  of  Peleus^ ifirter  ''* 
No  ciremiiitance  the  yoicc  pf  ftme  leltfce  t  " 
But  hear  with  pleat'd  attendm  liie  rtnomn. 
The  wan  and  wkdom  of  thy  gftlkot  MMi: 
With  me  from  8mo§  to  the  &ld  of  ftme 
Badiant  in  annt  the  blooniinr  heto  etme. 
When  Greece  aaiembkd  all  ner  bnadied 
To  ripen  counaek^  and  decide  debates) . 
Heavens!  bow  he  chann'duswidia  flow  of  i 
And  won  the  heart  widi  mtaHj  eloquence  I 
He  fizst  was  seen  of  all  the  pecfs  to  rise» . 
The  third  in  wisdom,  whete  tbcj  all  wcte  i^i  v 
Bqt  when,  to  tiy  the  fortune  of  the  dajr»  -^ 

Host  mor'd  toward  host  in  terrible  am^^ '        .  * ; 
Before  the  van,  impatient  for  the  %bl»  *  " 

With  martial  port  he  strode,  and  stem  deMiti. .  < 
Heaps   strewed   on   heaps  bimeatb  hli  ftWIu 

groan'd, 
And  monument!)  of  dead  defonn'd  the  g^und* 
The  time  would  fail  should  I  in  order  tell 
Wliat  foes  were  vanquisli'd,  and  what  numbers  feD; 
How,  lost  throug^h  love,  Eurypylus  was  slain. 
And  round  him  bled  his  bold  Cetzan  train. 
To  Troy  no  hero  came  of  nobler  line,  , 

Or  if  of  nobler,  Memnon,  it  was  thine. 

'  When  Ilion  in  the  horse  receiv'd  her  doon^ 
And  unseen  armies  ambush'd  in  its  womb ; 
Greece  g^ve  her  latent  warriors  to  my  care, 
*Twas  mine  on  Troy  to  pour  the*  imprisoned  wift 
Then  when  the  boldest  bosom  beat  with  fear. 
When  the  stem  eyes  of  heroes  dropp'd  a  tearj 
Fierce  in  his  look  his  ardent  valour  giow'd, 
FlushM  in  his  cheek,  or  sallied  in  his  blood ; 
Indignant  in  the  dark  recess  he  stand% 
Pants  for  the  battle,  and  the  war  demand*! ; 
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Mill  voice  breatliM  drath,  mid  witli «  martial  air 
He  gnuipM  \\\n  aword,   and  vlioolc  Iiih  ylittrriiig 

Nprar. 
And  whni  \\\v  t^odaour  ann«  with  coM(]iifiit  cr()wn*d« 
When  Troy'ri  proud   hidwarliN  Muiok'd  upon  \\\m 

ground, 
Greece,  to  reward  h(*r  Mddicr'H  ifallant  toiln, 
Hcap'd  hi^li  IiIn  nnvy  with  unnuinhcrM  npoilii. 

'  Thu*  i^rcat  III  f(hiry,  from  thf  din  of  war 
Safe  he  rc'tuni'd,  witliout  one*  hontilr  acari 
Thuiiifh  npruni  in  iron  trinpcHU  raiti'd  around, 
Yet  innocent  thry  pluyM,  und  ifuiltleiitot'awoiind.' 

*'  While  yrl   I  spoke,  the  nhiide  witii  tratifiport 
Hoik*  in  hii  iiiajeRlv,  und  nohhrr  tnNl;  iK^nw'd^ 

With  haufchly  Ntulk  he  •ou}(hl  the  diiitaiit  u'ludeii 
Of   warrior    kintfii,    and    join*d    thc^    ilTuatrioua 
MhadeN. 

**  Now  witliout  number  ffluml  by  (fiioat  aroRc, 
AlWaillng  with  iinutterubfe  woeN. 
Alotir,  ttpiul,  in  dinrontenU'd  mood, 
A  K'lootiiy  Nhudc,  tiir  Niillrn  Aju\  Htood; 
For  ever  Nud,  with  pioiui    liNdHiri  he  pin'd, 
And  the  h)H(  urnm  Cor  evrr  Ntiiii^  iiin  iiiin<ii 
'J'houjfh  to  the*  rontiHl    I  lirtiM  y^^.wv  thf  hlWH, 
And  I'ldluH,  by  tiir  TrojunN,  jod^^-M  \\\v  euu.ie. 

Oh  wilV  WUM  I  vi(M<)l'i<MIM  Ml  till-  Ntnfe; 

O  dear  boiiL^ht  hniioiir  with  mo  Imive  h  Iih'  ! 
With  bun  lln*  MtrrMj;;th  of  w:«p,  tlic  Hol«llei'H*  pride. 
Our  n<Tond  hope-  to  fj-rcut  A(  Inlh-N,  (Tucl ' 
TouehM  wt  tlu*  sliflit  irom  tcai's  I  H<urce  refrain. 
And  teiub-r  Horrow  ihrillM  in  ••v<*ry  vnii; 
PetlNive  \\\\{\  h:i(I  I  uland,  ut  lel)^'th  iircoNt 
Witll  IU'(  rntH  mild  tin'  imxoruldr  jflioMt  :  [sent 

•  Still  biirnN  thy  r.ijn*  '  und  eim   brave  noiiIh  re 
R*en  ttftep  dfulb  '   Krlml,  jfrejit  hIiihIc,  relent  ' 
Perinh  tliofie  arnm  whi<'h  by  ihr  jfodn'  clcere*' 
Ar.curH*d  our  army  with  the  lomt  of  thee  ! 
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Witli    thee  we  fell;    Greece    wept   thy    haplett 

fates; 
And  Hhook  uhton'iBhM  throiif^h  her  hundred  states; 
Not  more,  when  g^at  Achilleii  preM*d  the  ground. 
And  i>rcalh'cl  his  manly  Bpirit  throupfli  the  wound. 
O  deem  thy  fall  not  ow*d  to  man's  decree, 
.love  hate<l  (ireece,  and  piinUh'd  Greece  in  thee! 
Turn  Uicn,  O  peaceful  turn,  tiiy  wratli  control. 
And  culm  the  ra^pnj^  tempest  of  thv  soid.' 

**  While  yet  1  speak,  the  sluulc  disdains  to  stay. 
In  silence  turnH,  and  sullen  stalks  away. 

**  Touched  at  his  Sixir  retreat,  tli rough  deepest 
nigfit. 
Through   hell's  black  hounds  1  Imd  pursu'd  liif 

flight, 
And  forc'd  the  stubborn  spectre  to  reply; 
But  wondrous  visions  drew  my  curious  eye. 
f  ligh  on  a  tlirone,  tremendous  \jo  bchoM, 
Stern  Minos  waves  a  marc  of  l>umish'd  gold; 
Around  ten  thousand  tliousand  spectres  f»tand 
Throug-h  the  wid«;  dome  of  Di.s,  a  Ircniiiling  band. 
Still  as  Ihey  pl(a<i,  tlie  fatal  lots  he  rolls, 
Absolves  th«-  jusl,  and  dooms  the  guilty  Sf>uls. 

"  There  i»ii;»'e  Orion,  of  lioiientous  size. 
Swift  throug-h  th<;  gloom  a  giant,  hunter  flics; 
A  ponderous  mar.e  of  brass  with  direful  sway 
Alofl  hr  wiiirls,  to  crush  tlie  savage  [>rcy; 
Stern  beasts  in  tniins  that  by  his  tniiirheon  fell, 
Now  grisly  forms,  shoot  o*er  the  lawns  of  h«dl. 

**  There  Tit y us  large  and  long,  in  fetters  bound, 
O'ersprcad  nine  acres  (}f  infernal  grotmd; 
Two  ravenous  vultures,  furious  for  their  focnl. 
Scream  o'er  the  fiend,  and  rujt  in  his  bloo<l. 
Incessant  gore  the  liver  in  his  breast,  [feast: 

The  immortal  liver  grows,  and  gives  the*  immortal 
J'or  as  o*er  l'ano[)t''s  enani«ird  plains 
Latonu  journey'd  to  Uie  I'ythiim  fanes. 
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inthbiUilrtjrlovttlM'tudaeioiiiiiMmitor  itrore 
To  ftt«c  the  goddcMt  and  to  rival  Jove. 

.^  TbiM  Tantalut  alony  the  Stygian  bounds 
Tmtn  out  deep  groanMi  (with  groani  all  hell  re- 

4Mmlida) 
Von  In  the  eiroung  iloodi  refreshment  cravei. 
,  Aad  plaof  with  thint  amidst  a  sea  of  waves: 
!  When  to  the  water  lie  his  lip  applies, 
Baiek  hma  his  lap  tlie  treacherous  water  flies. 
Above»  beneath,  arOund  his  hapless  head, 
1>aoe  of  all  kinds  delicious  fruitage  spreads 
Tbore  figs  skv^lyedt  a  purple  hue  disclosoi 
Qreen  looks  toe  olive,  the  pomegranate  glows, 
Thevo  dangling  pears  exalted  scents  unfold. 
And  vellow  apples  ripen  into  gold  i 
The  fruit  he  smves  to  seiae  t  but  blasts  arise, 
Tom  It  on  high,  and  whirl  it  to  the  skies. 

**  1  'turned  my  eye,  and  as  I  tum'd  surveyed 
A  mouniAil  viMon  1  the  Bisyphian  shadei 
With  many  a  weary  step,  and  many  a  groan, 
Up  the  high  111  11  he  hcuvcN  a  huge  round  Htone ; 
Tne  huge  ruuiid  ntonr,  rcHulting  with  a  bound. 
Thunders  impetuous  down,  ancfstnokeM  alon|(  the 
Again  (he  rustless  orb  Kin  toil  renews,       [ ground. 
Dust  mounts  in  cloudN,  and  sweut  defircndn  in  dews. 

'*  Now  I  tlie  strength  of  llercuies  behold, 
A  towering  spectre  of  f^iganiic  mould, 
A  shadowy  form !  for  luglt  in  heaven's  abodes 
Himself  resides,  a  god  among  the  godsi 
There  in  tlic  briglit  uNncmbheH  of  tlie  nkien. 
He  nectar  (|uafrs,  and  llebc  crowns  his  joys. 
Here  hovcnnggliosts,  like  fowl,  hi*  shude  surround, 
And  dang  tlieir  pinions  with  terrific  soundi 
Gloomy  as  night  he  stands,  in  act  to  tlirow 
The  aerial  arrow  from  tlio  twanging  bow. 
Arouml  his  breast  a  wondrous  xono  is  roUM, 
Where  woodUnd  monsters  grin  in  fretted  gold : 

z2 
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Thete  sulkii  fioBi  flten47  teem  to  fwrt ' 
The  bear  to  growl,  to  mm  the  tudgr  hewi . 
There  war  and  bavoc  and  dettmedoa  itoo^ 
And  veng^eAil  mmder  red>with.  human  blood.    . 
Thus  terribly  adom'd  the  fifi[ui«i  ahine, 
InimitaUv  wrought  with  akili  divbie. 
The  roignty  ghoat  advanced  with  awfol  look^ 
And,  turning  hkr  ^;rim  viaage,  atemlj  apoke: 

*  O  ezercia'd  in  grief!  by  arCa  refin'd! 
O  taught  to  bear  me  wrong!  of  baae  mankmd  t 
Such,  such  was  I!  still  toard  from  care  to  caic^ 
While  in  your  world  I  drew  the  Tital  air ! 
E'en  I  who  from  the  Lord  of  thunders  roae» 
Bore  tdls  and  dangers,  and  a  Weight  of  woesi 
To  a  bas^  monarch  still  a  slave  ccmfin'^ 
(The  hardest  bondage  to  a  geneioaamuid !) 
Down  to  these  worida  I  trod  the  diamal  way, 
And  dragg'd  the  three-mooth'd  dog  to  upper  di(f  t 
E'en  heU  1  conquer'd,  through  the  frienoly  aid 
Of  Maia's  offspring  and  the  martial  maid.' 

"  Thus  he,  nor  deipi'd  for  our  reply  to  stay, 
But  turning  stalk'd  with  giant-strides  away. 

**  Curious  to  view  the  iingn  of  ancient  days, 
The  mighty  dead  that  live  in  endless  praise. 
Resolved  1  stand;  and  haply  had  survey'd 
The  godlike  Theseus,  and  Pirithous'  shade; 
But  swarms  of  spectres  rose  from  deepest  hell. 
With  bloodless  visage,  and  with  liideous  yeD, 
They  scream,  they  shriek;  sad  groans  and  diinnl 

sounds 
Stun  my  scar'd  ears,  sad  pierce  hell's  uttlQiA  i 

bounds. 
No  more  my  heart  the  dismal  din  sustains, 
And  my  cold  blood  hangs  shivering  in  my  vdMi 
I^st  Gorgon  rising  from  the'  infernal  lakea, 
With  horrors  arm'd,  and  curls  of  hissing  snakeib 
Should  fix  me,  stiifen'd  at  the  monstrous  nght, 
A  stony  image,  in  eternal  night ! 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

THB  %JHKsn,  HL-rLLA  AtfV  CHAmTBDII. 

UK  reltti^  how,  tAnr  hi*  rrtnrn  tmm  th«  tharfet,  Im  wi 
i'/trcK  on  hu  r<iyirt>,  bv  th<*  ctinvt  tti  th*;  Simif ,  And  In 
,  oT  Heyllii  und  Ciuryndu ;  tli<?  iiiMiinar  in  which  n 

• '  thoK:  (Uni^Tn :  how,  Mnf  cast  on  th«-  if uind  Trte 

conipHnioii*  dntruycd  Ui«*  o%m  of  Uk?  ton ;  Um;  wi^ 
Ibl.uwAd :  bow  all  prri«b4-4  bjr  thipwreek  cxcrat  bun 
',  «wimin.nconUi«*nM%tof  Uifkbiptarrivi^OBtBBMi 

I  IyV*<'*    wiUt  which  hi«  narration coneUidn* 
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THE  ODYSSEY. 


BOOK  xn. 

rari  o'er  the  rolling  lurpfe  the  veiiel  fliei, 
11  from  the  wavci  the'  Jl'aean  hillii  arise. 
tre  the  gay  Morn  rciidcn  in  radiant  bow'rt, 
\tc  kecpM  tier  rcvcU  with  the  dancini^  lloiiri) 
itt  PhoehuM,  riginu;  in  the'  cthcrc^al  way, 
trough  heaven  Vhright  portaU  noiirti  the  beamy 
once  wc  fix  our  haliicni  on  the  land,  [day. 

once  dcNCiMul,  and  prcMH  tltc  doNcrt  sand  \ 
icri',  worn  and  \v;ihl«*tl,  lost*  oui*  cures  in  Nh'cp, 
»  thi>  itoui'Nc  MiiiniitirM  oC  tiu'  rolling*  dcrp. 
'*iSo<)n  UH  tl»r  moni  n-HlorM  thr  iliKy^  wc  p;iy'd 
pldrlu'ul  honoui'H  to  Kiix-iior'N  !<li:(d(>. 
»w  l)y  the  ux«'  tlic  nisliiii^  lort'st  IxikU, 
h\  the  liii^'f  pile  itloi)^'  tlic  nIioi'«-  uNCciidil. 
omul  wi'  Hkiiid,  ii  iii(l:iiu'li()ly  tlMtii, 
id  u  loud  f^i'<):ii)  I'ci'cliocH  (Voin  tli(*  ni:iiii. 
rrt'i'  o'rr  llu*  p\r<",  l»v  runMiiij*;  lM*T/cti  Nprcad, 
lu  hm»);'»*N   tlailic  tliv(niis  llir  Milrnt  di*ud. 
riiiinic  toiiil),  tltc  Nil<  lit  ilctul  to  ^;ni(*(', 
4t  liy  till*  rourlii^'s  ol'  tin*  luuin  wo  pluco  ; 
ic  riMiii^-  toMtl)  H  loiiy  (-oliiinii  bore, 
id  hi^l)  ubovc  it  ro  .r  tlic  tapering  our. 
•' MojiMtiinr  ibf  jfoddcss  our  rrturii  Mtirvoy'd 
'Om  tbc  pale  g'bosttf,  and  bellNtrcntondouM  wh:ule. 


1«  na»imT.  «A>i 

Swift  she  dc  jcend9 :  a  trun  of  nymphs  diviaa 
»  tlie  rich  vianda  and  the  generous  wine. 
I  speak,  Uie  power  of  ma^c  staiuUi 
-"illhu*  accosb  the  listening  baji4»: . 
f  wo  1  decreed  by  adverse  f:ites 
■  througll  helfs  eternal  g^tcs  !  '    ' . 
Kttte,  an  doom'd  Ihut  path  to  inadli' 
vice  niimber'd  with  the  dpd! 
■  cares ;  esalt  your  ikiuIs, 
TiMtgc  the  taate,  and  drain  the  sparkling  bowlli 
And  when  the  mom  unveib  her  safTron  ra^. 
Spread  jowbco^  >Md  p)o>igh  the  liijniil  way.- 

iio  1  tlui  aiKh^  jn  ful  ^uTc,  exuUiti 

Tour  woes  bv  *— '      >k      dangen  on  the  main.' 

"llleeod  M       I  infcastGwewastctlledVi 

linPhe£w<:  I  un'g'd  hts  burning  r^i 

Then  Hble  t  •MK^i      ,  and  balmy  rut  .i 

Setb  eveiT  t. . ..       id     is  the  tmubleil  breul^J 
Tliciu '  •'        '■"^^  i»e  to  nilAta  .^^H 

The  dr^iiuiiu  wt^ioM  :ji  I  luto's  dreary  sCate^^^f 
She  sat  in  nlence  while  tiie  tale  1  tell,  ^| 

The  wondrous  viidoru,  and  the  laws  of  helL 

"Thenthns:  ■  The  lot  of  man  the  gods  ^^OK 
These  lUs  are  past;  now  hear  thy  fiiture  woa> 
O  prince  attend)  some  tavouring  power  be  kUi 
And  print  the*  important  ataty  on  thy  mbd ! 
'  Next,  where  the  Sirena  dwell,  you   plav^toi 

Their  song  is  death,  and  makes  deatniction  f'I'I*'J 
Unblew'd  the  man,  wfaoae  ma^  wins  to  tl»f  ,;  q 
Nigh  the  cuis'd  shore,  ajid  listen  to  the  layi  i ' '] 
No  more  that  wretch  shall  view  the  joja  ar_fft|-  j 
His  blooming  offspring,  or  his  beauteous  wife]  -  • 
In  verdant  meads  they  sport,  and  wide  ainaad  ' 
Lie  hunuji  bones,  that  whiten  all  the  gnMidi 
The  ground  polluted  Boats  with  homan  p)t^ 
And  human  eunage  taints  the  diewUuI  dune- 
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Fly  swift  the  dangerous  coast ;  let  every  ear 
Be  stopp'd  against  the  song:  'tis  death  to  hear ! 
Finn  to  the  mast  with  chains  thyself  be  bound. 
Nor  trust  thy  virtue  to  the  enchanting  sound. 
If,  mad  with  transport,  freedom  tliou  demand. 
Be  every  fetter  strainM,  and  added  band  to  band. 

*  These  seas  o'erpass'd,  be  wise  !  but  I  refrain 
To  mark  distinct  thy  voyage  o'er  the  main : 
New  horrors  rise  !  let  prudence  be  thy  guide, 
And  guard  thy  various  passage  through  the  tide. 

*  High  o'er  the  main  two  rocks  exalt  their  brow, 
The  boiling  bUlows  thundering  roll  below ; 
Through  the  vast  waves  the  dreadful  wonders  move. 
Hence  nam'd  lirratic  by  the  gods  above. 

No  bird  of  air,  no  dove  of  swiftest  wing. 
That  bears  ambrosia  to  the'  ethereal  king. 
Shuns  the  dire  rocks:  in  vain  she  cuts  the  skies. 
The  dire  rocks  meet,  and  crush  her  as  she  flies. 
Not  the  fleet  bark,  when  prosperous  breezes  play. 
Ploughs  o'er  that  roaring  surge  its  desperate  way ; 
O'erwhelm'd  it  sinks :  while  round  a  smoke  expires. 
And  the  waves  flashing  seem  to  bum  with  fires. 
Scarce  the  fam'd  Argo  pass'd  these  raging  floods. 
The  sacred  Argo,  lill'd  with  demigods ! 
•E'en  she  had  sunk,  but  Jove's  imperial  bride 
Wing*d  her  fleet  sail,  and  push'd  her  o'er  the  tide. 

*  High  in  the  air  the  rock  its  summit  shrouds 
In  brooding  tempests,  and  in  rolling  clouds; 
Loud  storms  around  and  mists  eternal  rise. 
Beat  its  bleak  brow,  and  intercept  the  skies. 
When  all  the  broad  expansion,  bright  with  day. 
Glows  with  the  autumnal  or  the  summer  ray. 
The  summer  and  the  autumn  glow  in  vain. 
The  sky  for  ever  lours,  for  ever  clouds  remain. 
Impervious  to  the  step  of  man  it  stands, 
Though  borne  by  twenty  feet,  though  arm'd  with 

twenty  hands ; 
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Smooth  «8  Ibe  poIiAi  of  tlM  mrniQi^iM 
The  dippeiy  tide% and ibootiiito tiw  akies. 
Fun  in  the  centre  of^this  rode  AiniM^d, 
A  yawning  cavem  CMts  a  dveadral  ahade : 
Nor  the  fleet  anov  fiom  the  twoffbiff  bov»^ 
Sent  with  lulLfince,  ooidd  reach  the  depth  ~ 
Wide  to  the  west  the  horrid  gulf  extead^ 
And  the  dire  pasaage  down  to  hen  deKodk 
pflythedreadMaigfat!  esmand  thy  au]% 
Ply  the  strong  oar,  and  oO^  the  nimble  galtis  • 
Here  ScyDa  bellowa  er  dire  abode%: 

Tremendous  pest !  aww     UbymanaiDdgodbf^ 
Sfideous  her  Toice,  and  «    i  lets  temn  nm    'A 
The  whelpaof  liona. in  tht  midn^pfat  hoar.    • .  «' ' 
Twelve  feet,  defonn'd  and  «au^  the  firad  dia|Miil> 
Six  horvid  necks  she  reaii^  and  m  tenifieiicaiiil'  •' 
Her  jaws  giin  diead&l  witib  three  rows  af  tealliil  J1 
^HSSy  ^^**y  i^Pd*  ^be  gapii^  den  of-deatht     :.4c^ 
Her  ptfta  obscene  the  za^ng  tnllows  hide  i       .^  ' 
Her  bosom  terribly  o'erlooks  the  tide. 
When  stung  with  hunger  she  embroils  the  flood. 
The  sea-dog  and  the  dolphin  are  her  food; 
She  makes  the  huge  leyiathan  her  prey. 
And  all  the  monsters  of  the  wat'iy  way; 
The  swiftest  racer  of  the  azure  plain 
Here  fills  her  sails  and  spreads  her  oars  in  Yaia; 
Fell  Scylla  rises,  in  her  fury  roars,  [vaflL 

At  once  six  mouths  expands,  at  once  six  mea  4^ 

'  Close  by,  a  rock  of  less  enormous  height 
Breaks  the  wild  waves,  and  forms  a  dang'roosi 
Full  on  its  crown  a  fig's  green  branches  rise. 
And  shoot  a  leafy  forest  to  the  skies ; 
Beneath,  Charybdis  holds  her  boist'rous  reigm  ■    .^ 
'Midst  roaring  whirlpoob,  and  absorbs  the  maiii 
Thrice  in  her  gulfs  the  boiling  seas  subside. 
Thrice  in  dire  thunders  she  refunds  the  tide. 
Oh  if  thy  vessel  plough  the  dircfii}  waves 
When  seas  retreating  roar  within  her  caTe9» 
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Ye  perish  all !  though  he  who  rules  the  main 
Lend  his  strong  aid,  his  aid  he  lends  in  vain. 
Ah  shun  the  horrid  gulf!  by  Scylla  fly, 
Tis  better  six  to  lose,  than  all  to  die.' 

••  1  then  :  *  O  nymph  propitious  to  my  pray'r. 
Goddess  divine,  my  guardian  power,  declare, 
Is  the  foul  fiend  from  human  vengeance  freed  P 
Or  if  I  rise  in  arms,  can  Scylla  bleed  i* 

"  Then  she:  *  O  worn  by  toils,  O  brolBl-  in  fight. 
Still  are  new  toils  and  war  thy  dire  dehght? 
Will  martial  flames  for  ever  fire  thy  mind^ 
And  never,  never  be  to  heav'n  resign'd  ?  "^ 
How  vain  thy  efforts  to  avenge  the  wrong  ? 
Deathless  the  pett !  impenetrably  strong ! 
Furious  and  fell,  tremendous  to  behold ! 
E'en  with  a  look  she  withers  all  the  bold ! 
She  mocks  the  weak  attempts  of  human  might: 
O  fly  her  rage !  thy  conquest  is  thy  flight. 
If  but  to  seize  thy  arms  thou  make  delay. 
Again  the  fiiry  vindicates  her  prey, 
Her  six  mouths  yawn,  and  six  are  snatch'd  away 
From  her  foul  womb  Crataels  gave  to  air 
This  dreadful  pest !  To  her  direct  thy  pray'r, 
To  curb  the  monster  in  her  dire  abodes. 
And  g^ard  thee  through  the  tumult  of  the  floods. 
Thence  to  Trinacria's  shore  you  bend  your  way. 
Where  graze  thy  herds,  illustrious  soiux;e  of  day ! 
Seven  herds,  seven  flocks,  enrich  the  sacred  plains, 
Each  herd,  each  flock,  full  fifty  heads  contains; 
The  wondrous  kind  a  length  of  age  survey. 
By  breed  increase  not,  nor  by  death  decay. 
Two  sister  goddesses  possess  tlie  plain. 
The  constant  guardians  of  the  woolly  train; 
Lampetie  fair,  and  Phaethusa  young. 
From  Phoebus  and  the  bright  Neaera  sprung: 
Here  watchful  o'er  the  flocks,  in  shady  bowers 
And  fleweiy  meads  they  waste  the  joyous  hours. 


] 


Itob  not  w9  pHi  ind  fopFonuoiu  nhc 
Attend  tky  nngVt  and  impel  Qw  iubi 
But  iT  thy  imptow  haiub  IM  flonu  deatrar. 


te  ndi,  the  pKl*  M'^oge  h^  Mid  ye  Se  t 

■il«auiie«)««(«hTlP--^-  -"■ '•--" 

Tlirough  tedioin  loUa 


«  iImc  (thr  Aiends  ind  vmy'IiMt) 


ccM'd:  tni  now  «msc  ihe  mnraing  ray; 
Bwift  to  Uf  dome  the  gwdd^.s  h«l<I  her  wav. 
Thm  t«Wf  iwtea  1  meimjr'cl  back  the  iiliin, 
Climb'^fce  WiU  bark,-and  nixhM  Into  the  main^ 
Then  ^pifa>f  to  the  rtPoVe.  their  oor«  they  tlrrwf 
"To  tbeinMMd  breatti,  ami  ^n-'ift  the  caUej-  flew. 


I 


The  vei»el  light  «]ong  the  h 

When  tiiiiig'  Md  sod  tlow,  with  pniaive  look^*^ 

Thui  to  the  mehmehdf  tniin  1  spoke : 

'  O  friends,  oh  ever  part  ncrs  of  my  wo( 
Attend  while  I  what  heaven  roredoomi  d: 
Hear  ail !  fate  hanpi  o'er  all  1  on  you  it  Ucb 
Tolivc,  orpcHuh;  to  be  soTe,  be  wise! 

'In  flowery  mends  tlie  sportive  Sirens  play. 
Touch  the  soft  lyre,  and  tune  the  vocal  lay; 
Me,  me  alone,  with  fttters  firmly  bound. 
The  gods  allow  to  hear  the  dangerous  sound. 
Hear  and  obey:  if  freedom  I  demand. 
Be  every  fetter  strain'd,  be  added  band  to  band,' 

**  While  yet  1  speak  the  winged  galley  flies, 
And  lo  l  the  Siren  shores  like  mists  arise. 
Sunk  were  at  once  the  winds;  the  air  above,  , 

And  waves  below,  at  once  forgot  to  move  F 
SomedKmoncalm'rt  theair.andsmooth'dUiedeel^  ' 
Ilusli'd  the  loud  winds,  and  charm'd  the  wavetta 
Kow  every  sail  we  furl,  each  oar  we  plyi      [sleep. 


And  cleft  in  fragments,  and  the  fragments  rqHrdi 


JBook  12.  TBI  0STS8IT.  273 

The'  aerial  region  now  g^ew  warm  with  day, 
The  wax  dissolv'd  beneath  the  burning  ray; 
Then  every  ear  I  barr'd  against  the  strain. 
And  from  excess  of  frenzy  lock'd  the  brain. 
Now  round  the  mast  my  mates  the  fetters  roll*d, 
And  bound  me  limb  by  Hmb,  with  fold  on  fold. 
Then  bending  to  the  stroke,  the  active  train 
Plunge  all  at  once  their  oars,  and  cleave  the  main. 

**  While  to  the  shore  the  rapid  vessel  flies. 
Our  swift  approach  the  Siren  quire  descries; 
Celestial  music  warbles  from  their  tongue. 
And  thus  the  sweet  deluders  time  the  song: 

*  O  stay,  O  pride  of  Greece !  Ulysses,  stay ! 
O  cease  thy  course,  and  listen  to  our  lay ! 
Bless'd  is  the  man  ordainM  our  voice  to  hear, 
The  song  instructs  the  soid,  and  charms  the  ear. 
Approach !  thy  soul  shall  into  raptures  rise ! 
Approach !  and  learn  new  wisdom  from  the  wise ! 
We  know  whatever  the  kings  of  mighty  name 
Achieved  at  llion  in  the  field  of  fame ; 
White*er  beneath  the  sun's  bright  journey  lies. 
3  stay,  and  learn  new  wisdom  from  the  wise  !' 

"  Thus  the  sweet  charmers  warbled  o'er  the  main; 
ly  soul  takes  wing  to  meet  the  heavenly  strain; 
give  the  sign,  and  struggle  to  be  free; 
vift  row  my  mates,  and  shoot  along  the  sea ! 
iw  chains  they  add,  and  rapid  urge  the  way, 
11,  dying  off,  the  distant  sounds  decay: 
en  scudding  swiftly  from  the  dangerous  ground, 
e  deafen*d  ear  unlocked,  the  chains  unbound. 
'  Now  all  at  once  tremendous  scenes  unfold; 
mder'd  the  deeps,  the  smoking  billows  rolPd! 
lultuous  waves  cmbroiPd  the  bellowing  flood: 
•j-embling,  deafen'd,  and  aghast  we  stood ! 
lore  the  vessel  ploughed  the  dreadful, wave, 
seiz'd  the  mighty,  and  unncrv'd  the  brave; 
droppVl.his  oar:  but  swift  from  man  to  man 
look,  serene  1  tuniM,  and  thus  began: 

A  a  2 
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'  O  friendst  Oh  oTlen  tried  in  adverse  Btorms! 
With  ills  iamilisr  in  mofe  dreadful  forms ! 
Deep  in  the  dire  CirclopeBn  den  you  lay, 
Vel  anfe  retum'd — Uljsses  led  the  w»y. 
Learn  courage  beticel  Mid  in  my  care  confide; 
Ln  !  still  the  same  Ulysses  is  jour  guide  < 
Attend  my  words  I  your  oars  incessant  ply  i 
Strain  every  nerve,  and  bid  the  vessel  fly. 
If  from  yon  jiistling  rocks  u.nd  wavy  war 
Jove  safety  Kianta,  he  jfranls  it  to  your  care. 
And  thou  whose  gTjiding  hand  directs  our  v*y. 
Pilot,  attentive  listen  unil  obey; 
Bear  wide  thy  course,  por  plough  those  angry  wi«l 
Where  colla  yon  smoke,  yon  Umiblinp  oceui  nKK 
Steer  by  the  hig'her  rocki  lest  whirt'd  around 
We  sink,  beneath  the  circling  eddy  drown'd.' 

"  WliOe  yet  I  speak,  at  once  their  oars  they  HtMk 
Stretch  to  the  stroke,  and  brush  the  workJagiM 
Cautioua  the  name  of  Scytia  I  suppre»t>di 
That  dreadful  sound  had  chill'd  the  boldeit  bw* 

"  Meantime,  forgcliul  of  the  voice  divine, 
All  dreiulful  bright  my  limbg  in  armour  shine; 
High  on  the  deck  I  take  my  dangerous  atand, 
Tvro  g'tittcrin?  favelins  lightcnin  my  liandi 
Prepnx'd  to  whirl  the  whizzing  spcsr  I  stay,         I 
Till  the  fell  fiend  aiise  to  seize  her  prey. 
Around  the  dungeon,  studious  to  behold 
The  hideous  pest,  my  labouring  eyes  1  kJWj 
In  Y>>n!  the  dismal  dungeon,  dark  as  night, 
Vefla  the  dire  monster,  and  confounds  the  si^ 

"Wow  through  the  rocks,  appalPd  mdl  ^ 
dismay. 
We  bend  our  course,  and  stem  the  desperate*! 
■  Dire  ScyUa  there  a  scene  of  horror  forms, 
And  here  Charybdis  fills  the  deep  with  >tor«li 
When  the  tide  ni-hes  from  her  rumbling  cavts 
The  rough  rock  roars ;  ttunultuous  boil  the  W"^ 
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They  USBB,  they  foam,  a  wild  confVition  raise. 
Like  waters  bubbling  o'er  the  fiery  blaze; 
Eternal  mists  obscure  the'  aerial  plain, 
And  high  above  the  rock  she  spouts  the  main ! 
When  in  her  gulfs  tlie  rushing  sea  subsides. 
She  drains  the  ocean  with  the  refluent  tides: 
The  rock  rebellows  with  a  tliund'ring  sound; 
Deep,  wondrous  deep  below,  appears  the  ground. 

*•  Struck  with  despair,  witti  trembling  hearts  we 
view*d 
The  yawning  dungeon,  and  the  tumbling  flood; 
•  When  lo !  fierce  Scylla  stoop'd  to  seize  her  prey, 
Stretch*d  her  dire  jaws,  and  swept  six  men  away ; 
Chiefs  of  renown  !  loud  echoing  shrieks  arise*; 
I  turn  and  view  them  quivering  in  the  skies ; 
They  call,  and  aid  with  outstretched  arms  implore: 
fn  vain  they  call!  those  arms  are  stretched  no  more. 
As  from  some  rock  that  overhangs  the  flood, 
The  silent  fisher  casts  the*  insidious  food, 
"With  fraudful  care  he  waits  the  finny  prize. 
And  sudden  lifts  it  quivering  to  the  skies: 
So  the  foul  monster  lifts  her  prey  on  high. 
So  pant  the  wretches,  struggling  in  the  sky; 
In  the  wide  dungeon  she  devours  her  food. 
And  the  flesh  trembles  while  she  chums  the  blood* 
Worn  as  I  am  with  griefs,  with  care  decay'd ; 
Never,  I  never,  scene  so  dire  survey'd ! 
My  shivering  blood,  congeal* d,  forgot  to  flow: 
Aghast  I  stood,  a  monument  of  wo  ! 

**  Now  from  the  rocks  tlie  rapid  vessel  flies. 
And  the  hoarse  din  like  distant  thunder  dies ; 
To  SoPs  bright  isle  our  voyage  we  pursue. 
And  now  the  glittering  mountains  rise  to  view. 
There,  sacred  to  the  radiant  god  of  day, 
Graze  the  fair  herds,  the  flocks  promiscuous  stray: 
Then  suddenly  was  heard  along  the  main 
To  low  the  ox,  to  bleat  the  woolly  train ! 


2r6  vavnmmwi  JhtlblS., 

i   ■    •        —  •  ^ 

Straight  to  m  anadoostlioiigliti  tbe.tonnd  oont^d 
The  Vfoifda  ofCirce  and  the  ThelMii  «hade  i 
Wani'd  hy  thdr  awful  voice  these  ibores  to 
Whh  caiitaoia  fears  oppressed,  I  thus  began : 

*  O  fHends!  Oh  ever  exerds^-ia  care! 
Hear  heaven's  commands,  and  reverenoe  what  |t,.: 
.    heir!  * 

To  fly  these  shores  the  presdent  Theban  shadi  \ . 
And  Circe  warns !  6- be  thdjr  Toice  obeT*d! 
Some  mighty  wo  relentless  heaven  Ibrebodea:        ,' 
Fly  these  dire  regions,  and  revere  the  goda  P 

**  While  yet  t  spoke,  a  sudded  sorrow  ran  '  y. . 
Through  every  bi^east,  «id.q»esd  from  man  to  i  .^ 
Till  wrathfbl  &ns  EuiylochQS  began :        'nBa%j. , 

*0  cruel  thou!  some  fhry  sure  has  stetra        •■':, 
That  stubborn  soul,  by  tml "untaught  to  yi^d!  ' 
From  sleep  debarrVl,  we  ^aak  hfom  woes  to  wicik  ■  |. 
And,  crad,  enviest  tiiou  a  short  repoise  ?     ' 
Still  must  we  restless  rove,  new  seas  exploret       > 
The  sun  descending,  and  so  near  the  shore  f 
And  lo !  the  nig^ht  begins  her  gloomy  reign,' 
And  doubles  all  the  terrors  of  the  main.    . 
Oft  in  the  dead  of  night  loud  winds  arise. 
Lash  the  wild  surge,  and  bluster  in  the  skies; 
Oh  should  the  fierce  south  west  his  rage  display. 
And  toss  with  rising  storms  the  wat'ry  way. 
Though  gods  descend  from  heaven's  aerial  plain 
To  lend  us  aid,  the  gods  descend  in  vjun  : 
Then  while  the  night  displays  her  awful  shade. 
Sweet  time  of  slumber!  be  the  night  obey'd ! 
Haste  ye  to  land !  and  when  the  morning  ray  ^j 

Sheds  her  bright  bearos^  pursue  the  destin'd  way.* 

"  A  sudden  joy  in  every  bosom  rose; 
So  will'd  some  dxmon,  minister  of  woes ! 

"  To  whom  with  gfrief :  *  O  swift  to  be  undone^ 
Constrain*d  I  act  what  wisdom  bid  me  shun. 
But  yonder  herds  and  yonder  flocks  forbear; 
Attest  the  heavens,  and  call  the  gods  to  hear : 
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Qt,  an  innocent  repast  display, 
rce  given,  and  fly  the  dan^rous  prey.* 
lus  1 :  and  while  to  shore  the  vessel  flies, 
hands  uplifted  they  attest  the  skies; 
where  a  fountain's  g-urgling-  waters  play, 
push  to  land,  and  end  in  feasts  the  day : 
feed;  they  quaff';  and  now  (their  hunger  fled) 
jr  their  friends  devour'd,  and  mourn  the  dead, 
tase  the  tears,  till  each  iv  slumber  shares 
et  forgetfulness  of  human  cares. 
3W  far  the  night  advancM  her  gloomy  reig^, 
stting  stars  roll'd  down  the  azure  plain: 
,  at  the  voice  of  Jove,  wild  whirlwinds  rise, 
louds  and  double  darkness  veil  the  skies ; 
loon,  the  stars,  the  bright  ethereal^host, 
as  extinct,  and  all  their  splendours  lost ; 
irious  tempest  roars  with  dreadful  sound: 
unders,  rolls  the  ocean,  groans  the  g^round. 
jht  it  rag'd ;  when  mornmg  rose,  to  land 
lul'd  our  bark,  and  moor'd  it  on  the  strand, 
5  in  a  beauteous  grotto's  cool  recess 
I  the  green  Nereids  of  the  neighbouring  seas, 
iiere  while  the  wild  winds  whistled  o'er  the 

main, 
careful  I  address'd  the  listening  train : 
friends,  be  >yise  !  nor  dare  the  flocks  destroy 
se  fair  pastures: — if  ye  touch,,  ye  die. 
d  by  the  high  command  of  heaven,  be  aw*d; 
he  flocks,  and  dreadful  is  the  god  ! 
5t)d  who  spreads  the  radiant  beams  of  light, 
'lews  wide  earth  and  heaven's  unmeasur'd 

height.' 
nd  now  the  moon  ban  run  her  monthly  round, 
Duth-east  blustering  with  a  dreadful  sound ; 
t  the  beeves,  imtouch'd  tlie  woolly  train, 
hrough  tlie  grove,  or  range  the  flowery  plain: 
fail'd  our  food;  then  fish  we  make  our  prey, 
vl  that  screaming  haunt  the  wat'ry  way. 


nil  now  frant  left  or  iooi  no  succour  found, 
Funine  Mid  meagre  wtnt  beeieg'd  us  round. 
Feiuive  tnd  p«le  fiom  grove  to  grove  1  »trKy^ 
From  the  load  ftomw  to  Trnd  a  sylvan  aludej, 
Tbere  o'er  mj  hands  the  living  vtaxe  I  pouf  ' 
And  beaTDD  Mid  hekrett'o  immorU]  throneil 
To  calm  the  Touiup  of  the  storiny  mainJ  ■  ■  r  i 
And  grant  me  peMefnl  to  my  resImB  agdit;  ., 
Then  o'er  am  eyca  the  gods  soft  slumber  At 
While  thus  Enijlocbut,  urising,  said : 

'  O  fiienda,  a  thooaand  wayi  frail  mortals  lead 
To  the  c^d  tomb,  and  clreatlful  ail  to  tte^d,- 
But  dreadfld  iiMMt,.wlieii  by  a  sluw  decay 

Pale  hanger  waatea  the  rilv  >>treng[h  uvnt]^. 

Whrceaae  ye  then  to'  ;iii|,|.'.re  the  power*  Hbove, 
And  offi;r hec&tomba  to  ilinuiUTliig  Jove? 
Why  seiie  ye  not  yon  bit  vi's,  and  fleecy  pnjl 
Ante  uaammoua  i  arise  Ktid  sky  1  - , . 

And  if  the  gods  ordun  b  bufe  return,  '  V 

To  Phtrbus  shrines  shall  rise,  and  altars  burn. 
But  should  the  powers  tliat  o'er  niantind  prende, 
Decree  to  plunge  us  in  the  whelming  tide. 
Better  to  rush  at  once  to  shudes  lielow, 
Than  linger  life  away,  and  nourish  wo  !' 

"  Thus  he:  the  beevea  around  securely  ttraj'. 
When  swift  to  ruin  they  invade  the  prey; 
They  seize,  they  Idll ! — but  for  ljie  rite  lUvin^ 
The  barley  fail'd,  and  for  libations,  wine. 
Swift  from  the  oak  they  strip  the  shady  pridei 
And  verdant  leaves  the  flowery  cake  supplied. 

"  With  prayer  they  now  address  Uic'   -^*" 

Slay  the  selected  beeves,  and  flay  the  slain) 
The  thighs,  with  fat  invniv'd,  divide  with  art, 
Strew'd  o'er  with  morsels  cut  from  eveiy  put, 
Water,  instead  of  wine,  is  brought  in  umi, 
And  pour'd  profanely  as  the  victim  bum*. 
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Lhiglis  thus  ofTei'd,  and  the  entrails  dress'd, 
roast  the  fragments  and  prepare  the  feast. 
Vas  then  soft  slumber  fled  my  troubled  brain; 
to  the  bark  I  speed  along  the  main. 
1  lo  !  an  odour  nom  the  feast  exhales, 
ids  o'er  the  coast,  and  scents  the  tainted  gales  ^ 
Uy  fear  congealed  my  vital  blood, 
thus,  obtesting  heaven,  I  moum'd  aloud: 
sire  of  men  and  gods,  immortal  Jove ! 
1  ye  blissful  powers  that  reig^  above ! 
were  my  cares  beguil'd  in  uiort  repose  ^ 
d  slumber,  paid  with  lasting  woes ! 
id  so  dreadful  all  the  gods  alarms, 
;eance  is  on  the  wing,  and  heaven  in  arms  !' 
leantime  Lampetie  mounts  the'  aerial  way, 
Idndles  into  rage  the  god  of  day: 
engeance,   ye  powers  (he  cries,)  and  thou 

whose  hand 
the, red  bolt,  and  hurls  the  writhen  brand! 
are  those  herds  which  1  with  pride  survey,  "1 
1  through  the  ports  of  heaven  Ipour  the  day,  v 
ep  in  ocean  plunge  the  burninff  ray.  3 

eance,  ye  gods !  or  I  the  skies  forego, 
lear  the  lamp  of  heaven  to  shades  below.* 
'o  whom  the  thundering  power:  *  O  source 

of  day  ! 
\e  radiant  lamp  adorns  the  azure  way, 
nay  tliy  beams  tlirough  heaven's  bright  por- 
tals rise, 
by  of  earth  and  glory  of  the  skies ; 
oy  red  ai*m  1  bare,  my  thunders  guide, 
ish  the'  offenders  in  the  whelming  tide.' 
'o  fair  Calypso  from  the  bright  abodes, 
les  convey'd  these  councils  of  the  gods, 
leantime  from  man  to  man  my  tongue  ex- 
claims, 
rath  is  kindled,  and  my  soul  in  flames, 


"1f^ 
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In  Tain !  I  ^ew  perfonn'd  the  diMfal  de^< . 
BeercB,  slain  by  heaps,  along  the  occaii  Mwt 
«  Now  hearen  gave  signs  of  wimth; 

grround  "  i. 

Crept  the  raw  hides,  and  with  abeUowiaif 
Boar'd  the  dead  limbs;  the  btmuag  e 

groaa'd.  t-ir, 

Six  gaihy  d^ys  mj  wretched  mates  canpky.^; 
In  impioos  feasting,  and  unhallow'd  joj : 
The  seventh  aro«e^  and  now.the  siie  or  ttoli ; 
Rein'd  the  rough  stotms^  and  eakn'd  tkbW 

floods; 
With  q>eed^e  bark  we  <£mb;  the  api^iyjiii 
Loos'd  from  the  yards  invite  the*  hnprlli^yM 
Past  sight  of  shore  idong  the  soige  wi»  WmP 
And  all  above  is  sky,  and  ocean  all  wonttt^i 
Whenlol  amurky  doodtlie'thQndesierftHl 
FuU  o'er  our  heads^  and  blackeu  hewtft 

storms.  •'^i 

Night  dwells  o'er  all  the  deep:  and  now  ovtl 
The  gloomy  west,  and  whistles  in  the  skiea. 
The  mountjun-billows  roar !  the  furious  blast 
Howls  o'er  the  shroud,  and  rends  it  &om  tibM  I 
The  mast  gives  way,  and  crackling  as  it  beai 
Tears  up  the  deck  ;  then  all  at  once  deacenda 
The  pilot  by  the  tumbling  ruin  slain, 
Dash'd  from  the  helm,  fails  headlong  in  tiiB  I 
Then  Jove  in  anger  bids  his  thunders  roUa 
And  ^rky  lightnings  flash  from  pole  to  pok| 
Fierce  at  our  heads  his  deadly  bolt  he  ^m^ 
Red  with  uncommon  wrath,  and  wrapt  in  flifl 
Full  on  the  bark  it  fell:  now  high,  now  kyVy 
Toss'd  and  retoss'd,  it  reel'd  beneath  the  bill 
At  once  into  the  main  the  crew  it  shook: 
SulphiuH30us  odours  rose,  and  smoulderii^fli 
Like  fowl  that  haunt  tlie  floods,  they  smk,  dn 

rise,  f 

Now  lost,  now  seen,  with  shrieks  and 
And  strive  to  gain  the  bark;  but  Joye 


■J 
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^inn  at  the  helm  I  stand,  when  fierce  the  nuun 
lush'd  with  dire  noise,  and  dashM  the  udes  in  twain; 
Lgmin  impetuous  dtove  the  furious  blast, 
Inapt  the  strong  helm,  and  here  to  sea  the  mast. 
Irm  to  the  mast  with  cords  the  hehn  I  bind, 
kud  ride  aloft,  to  Providence  resign'd, 
rhrough  tumbling'  billows,  and  a  war  of  wind. 

**  Now  afunk  the  west,  and  now  a  southern  breeze, 
fore  dreadful  than  the  tempest,  lash'd  the  seas; 
for  on  the  rocks  it  bore  where  Scylla  raves, 
Lnd  dire  Charybdis  roll  her  thundering  waves. 
LU  night  I  drove ;  and,  at  the  dawn  ofday, 
^Mt  by  the  rocks  beheld  the  desperate  way : 
ust  when  the  sea  within  her  gulfs  subsides, 
Lnd  in  the  roaring  whirlpools  rush  the  tides, 
Iwift  firom  the  float  I  vaulted  with  a  bound, 
rhe  lofty  fig-tree  seiz'd,  and  clung  around; 
lo  to  the  beam  the  bat  tenacious  clings, 
Lnd  pendent  round  it  clasps  his  leathern  wing^. 
[ig^  in  the  air  the  tree  its  boughs  displayed, 
Lnd  o'er  the  dungeon  cast  a  dreadful  shade; 
Lll  unsustun'd  between  the  wave  and  sky, 
kneath  my  feet  the  whiriing  billows  fly. 
VhsX  time  the  judge  forsakes  the  noisy  bar 
!*o  take  repast,  and  stills  the  wordy  war, 
!harybdis,  rumbling  from  her  inmost  caves, 
[lie  mast  refunded  on  her  refluent  waves, 
twift  fix>m  the  tree,  the  floating  mast  to  gain, 
ludden  I  dropp'd  amidst  the  flashing  main ; 
hice  more  undaunted  on  the  ruin  rode, 
knd  our'd  with  labouring  arms  along  the  flood, 
Toseen  I  passed  by  Scylla's  dire  abodes: 
io  Jove  decreed  (dread  sire  of  men  and  gods ;) 
[lien  nine  long  days  I  plough  the  calmer  seas, 
leav'd  by  the  surge,  and  wafted  by  the  breeze. 
¥eaxy  and  wet  the'  Og^gian  shores  I  g^in, 
HThen  the  tenth  sun  descended  to  the  main. 
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There  In  CnlyPBo'.  ever-[r»p^nl  bowers 
Scfw.h'd  I  liy .  »nd  joy  bcguiM  the  hou«. 

"My  following f»tM W ll>ee,  9 king  ^  knowfl, 
Ami  Oie  brighl  partner  of  thy  royiU  Ihronc. 
Enough  i  in  misery  c»n  ""•"'^^^"'"{J^,^  ,„ 
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Mb  OMM^dt  but  left  lo  pleMinff  on  their  ear 
H^  tirfoei  that  liitening  itSU  they  teemM  to  hear. 
A  pdUie  of  ailence  huth'd  the  ihady  rooms: 
Tla  fifttiftil  conference  then  the  king  reaumea: 
[  ^  whatever  toila  the  mat  Ulyiaea  paM'd, 
BMMth  Chia  happy  roof  they  end  at  kati 
Hd  looker  now  mm  ihore  to  ihore  to  roam, 
Smooth  teas,  and  gentle  winds,  invite  him  home. 
But  hear  mc,  princcH !  whom  thcHc  walls  enclose, 
For  whom  my  chanter  siuKS  and  g^hlct  flows 
IVith  wine  unmixM  (an  tionoiir  due  to  apfe, 
To  cheer  tlie  grave,  and  warm  the  poet's  rage:) 
Thougli  lahourM  gold  and  nmnv  a  aa/zlin(j^  vc8i 
3Lie  heapM  already  for  our  godlike  gucHt; 
Without  new  treamires  let  him  not  remove, 
liarffi*,  and  expreHHivc  of  the  puhlic  love: 
Bach  peer  a  tripod,  each  a  vaHC  beHtow, 
A  general  tribute,  wliieh  the  state  Hhall  owe." 

This  sentenre  pleaH'd  :  then  all  thoir  steps  ad- 
dresHM 
To  separate  nrauHionH,  and  retired  to  rest. 

Now  did  tiu'  roHy-fing¥r'd  mom  ariHC, 
And  shed  her  Huered  light  along  the  skies. 
Down  to  the  havon  and  the  ships  in  haste 
They  bore  the  treasures,  and  in  safuty  plac'd. 


JMIS. 

1%e  Ite  iMnnir  titt  fHM  iWd  mtfi  ents 
TWfi  MeltttMlQiwevitotbefeMlivpur. 
A  TJctim  OE  btaertV  tfie  MCtcd  IwBid 
or  gxval  AldMW  fiklk  and  itaiM  the  Muid. 
To  Jove  tlie*  etenHi  (power  above  all  poveitl 
Wlio  wim  tiM  wiedh  ani  dMAum  heawiHA 

tbovefiy) 
Tbe  iamet  aacend:  till  ereniaif  tbej  pyolony 
The  litea,  aMKe  aacied  ande  i^  Muraily  aSigf 
For  in  tlie  ottdat,  with  public  boaoiin 
TliT  Ijrie  dhriiiet  Demodocoa! 
All;  but  Uhaaea»  heard  with  ftz*d 

aodoY'dthoi       andwkh'd 


^be  tii'd  pv  B 

mm  ]        M«e      a  Ae 
8eea  with  de      « Jbe  aua^  df>ciaia|hn(5 
Whem hone*  w.di freUo lnieea»  hebeaiahiiil| 
To  bte  repast  (the  d»y's  hard  labour  done:) 
So  to  U)y$se$  welcome  set  the  sun. 
Then  instant,  to  Alcinous  and  the  rest 
(The  Schcrian  states)  he  tum'd»  and  thusaddreii'd: 

**  O  thou«  the  first  In  merit  and  command! 
And  jTou  the  porrs  and  princes  of  the  land  I 
Mnj-  evep>-  joy  be  }*our8 !  nor  this  the  least, 
When  due  libation  shall  have  crown'd  ti^e  feal^  } 
Safe  to  my  home  to  send  your  happy  guest 
Complete  are  now  the  bounties  you  have  givMi 
Be  ail  those  bounties  but  confirmed  by  heaven!  • 
So  may  1  find,  when  all  my  wanderings  ceasoy 
My  consort  blameless,  and  my  friends  in  peace. 
On  you  be  every  bhss;  and  every  day, 
In  home-felt  joys  delighted,  roll  away; 
Yourselves,  your  wives,  your  long-descendinf  licc^ 
May  every  god  enrich  with  every  grace ! 
Sure  fix*d  on  virtue  may  your  nation  standi 
And  public  evil  never  touch  the  land !" 
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lli»  word>  well  wcii^U'd,  the  general  voice  up- 
pmvM 
Bcnifpit  and  inHtHut  hiN  lUmnisfiion  mnvM. 
1'hr  monarcli  to  IVnitonoiiM  khvo  the  mgn, 
To  fill  the  g<ibha  hiu;li  witli  roiiy  winv. 
**(•r(^ut  Jove  the  fntlicr,  ftrat  (lie  cried)  imploro; 
TluMi  Nc.nd  ttie  Nt ranger  to  hJH  uHllve  flhort*." 

The  hiMciouH  wine  the'  obrdient  iieruhl  hrouglit; 
Around  tlic  niunNion  ilowM  tlu*  punjlc  flraught : 
llucli  from  hiH  w^iit  to  ear.li  innnortai  pourN, 
Whom  glory  circlcM  in  the'  ()l>'mpian  (^owith. 
UlyNNCH  Hole  witli  air  majcNtic  HtundN, 
The  bowl  prcNcnting  to  Arete'ii  hnmU; 
Then  thuM  :  '*  ()  (pieen,  tarrwcU  !  be  Htill  i)oh«ohiiM 
(>f  dear  remembrance,  bleHiting  Htill  and  bleHH*d! 
1111  age  and  death  Nhall  gontly  call  thee  hence, 
(Hure  fate  of  every  mortal  excellence  !^ 
Farewell !  and  joyH  HueccHHivu  ever  Nprmg 
To  thee,  to  thine,  the  peo]>Ie,  and  tlie  king!'* 

ThuN  he;  then  purling  printH  the  Nundy  HJiore 
To  t)i(*  fair  port  :  u  hendd  murciiM  before, 
Sent  by  AlcinotiN:  of  Arete 'n  train 
l'hre(>  e.lioNen  nuiidN  attend  him  to  the  main; 
ThiN  doeM  a  tunic:  and  white  vest  eonvey, 
A  variotiM  euHket  that,  of  rieh  inlay. 
And  bread  and  wine  the  third.  The.  eherrfnl  mates 
Hafe  in  the  hollow  poop  dinpose  the  eatcN; 
rpon  the  deek,  Hoit  puinted  robes  they  Npread, 
With  linen  eover'd,  lor  the  hrrt)'N  bed. 
Jle  climbM  the  lofty  Htern;  then  gt'utly  prrsHM 
The  Nwelling  eoneh,  and  lay  eonipoA'd  to  rcNt. 

Now  placM  in  onU-r,  tho  Ph»:a(:iaii  train 
Their  cables  loose,  and  launch  into  the  main: 
At  once  thev  bend,  and  Htrike  their  ecpial  oars. 
And  leave  the  Ninking  hillH,  and  leHiirning  HJiorcH. 
While  on  the  deek  tbc  chief  in  Nilenre  lieH, 
And  pleasing  hlumbcrs  Ktcal  upon  his  eyvH. 


Ufs^d  by  ierce  dme»  tinoogii  Ike  doibr  ibiM^    ' 
Tw  tiidr  high  h€a4%  aBd  M«r  ilM  A^^ 

80  fBoanU  m  boondiiig  ve«4  o^er  ne  nAb 
B«ek  to  the  itefii  the  Dtfted^bUiowt  iov,  > 
And  the  bkek  oeetn  mmf  aad  RMtB  belMT*    - 

Thus  with  wpretAMilB  the  whuwd  fldkfiinf  , ' 
liCM  twift  an  esgle  eiiti  the  Hqjua  weft: - 
Dinne  Ulfwet  WM  her  Meied  Midy 
A  maa  in  wiidoai  eqtud  to  A  god! 
Much  dimM^leng'ftnd  nighty  toiblMWd^'    r    -• 
In  •tonns  ]^  tee^  aQdeombetf  on  tii0  AeW|     ' 
All  which  Aoft  ileep  now  haniiVd  ftooi  hfe  fcMil^ 
Wwyt  in  »  pleawng^ deep»  and dfthJilBe wfL  ''^' 

But  when  the  morning  •lar'widieBifynw'  -iV' 
Flamed  in  the  fiont  of  l^ven^  and  pimwOT  d^t  'ji 
like  distant  ^ooda  the  nafinerdeaniea^  •'  :  •^j/ 
Fair  Ithaca'a  Mnergittg  hiUa  aiia^'    *  •*  •  -^K 

Far  from  the  town  a  apaciooa  port  af>pe«i^         .'  ^' 
Sacred  to  Phorcy's  power,  whose  name  it  bean: 
Two  craggy  rocks  projecting  to  the  main. 
The  roaring  wind's  tempestuous  rage  restrain; 
Within,  the  waves  in  softer  murmurs  g^ide» 
And  ships  secure  without  their  halsers  ride. 
High  at  the  head  a  branchine^  olive  grows. 
And  crowns  the  pointed  cliiis  with  shady  booghi. 
Beneath,  a  gloomy  grotto's  cool  recess 
Delights  the  Nereids  of  the  neighbouring  seaa; 
Where  bowls  and  urns  were  form'd  of  living  ston^ 
And  massy  beams  in  native  marble  shone; 
On  which  the  labours  of  the  nymphs  were  rolPd^ 
Their  webs  divine  of  purple  mix'd  with  gold. 
Within  the  cave,  the  clustering  bees  attend 
Their  waxen  works,  or  from  the  roof  depoKL 
Perpetual  waters  o'er  the  pavement  glide; 
Two  marble  doors  unfold  on  either  side; 
Sacred  the  south,  by  which  the  gods  descend* 
But  mortals  enter  at  the  northern  end. 


J 


I. 

Mr  tbey  bent,  and  luMil'd  ihcit  Mp  t«  land 
^Qoknd  keel  dividee  the  veUow  nndi) 
•leepinfc  on  hli  eoiioh  thev  borei 
wtif  plac'd  him  on  the  voeky  ihore. 
leuree  next,  Aloinout*  iplfti,  they  laid 
fUd  olive'*  unfWMtiented  ahede, 
from  theft :  then  kuneh'd  the  btrk  egnin, 
d  their  oen,  end  meiuNir'd  beok  the  main, 
ret  forgot  old  Ooean'a  dread  ufireme 
ngeanee  ▼ow'd  for  e/eleea  Poljrpbene. 
ifie  throne  of  mighty  Jove  he  itood  t 
iiht  the  aeoret  counaek  of  the  god. 
lUtfaen  no  more,  O  aire  of  godaTbe  mina 
te  and  honoura  Ufa  power  dirlne  f 
,  Ven  br  man,  and  (on  aerera  dSagraee) 
Phwaeiana,  mv  degenetate  raee  t 
yon  deetlA'dnead  in  Tab  I  earore. 
inae'd  vengeanoe^  ere  he  readi'd  hb  ahoret 
ih  hia  BataTshore  waa  thy  deereei 
they'd,  for  who  ihall  war  with  thee  f 
him  landed,  careloM  and  aaleep, 
1  the'  eluded  dangem  of  the  deep ! 
ire  he  licH,  amidst  a  ahtning  itoro 

I,  rich  garmrntii,  and  refulgent  ore ;  • 

are  triumpliant  to  liiii  native  ialo 

more  worlli  tlian  llion*t  noble  spoil." 
horn  the  •  tlier  of  the'  immortal  powers, 
Nrells  the  cIoucIm,  and  gladdens  earth  with 

sliowrni : 
liglity  Noptune  tlnis  of  man  complain  ^ 
e,  tremendous  o'er  the  boundless  main ! 
I  and  awful  e'en  in  heaven's  abodes, 
:  ami  great !  a  rod  above  tlie  ^^s ! 
ow  race  offend  t  liy  power  divme, 
,  daring  creatures !)  in  not  venp^'ance  thine  f 
n,  the  iruilty  at  thy  will  chastise." 
I  the'Uiaker  of  tlio  earth  replies: 


«1  tfk         t»il_ 

Nomor*  umm  io  h&we  ^bit  watkiu  '  ^,^ 

Funin  ^  ibady  hill  iMl  riM»     -       /,.i 

ffmehuv  ^  -^WewUlit,(Jof»m0iti)...^ 

E'enwli«i%  iiip<>rtbl«clwiiiiif«ndMfllaH4 

ThetWBmi       ,hwplt  h«tl  tbdvibip  te  ImA    .-^ 
Vis  lierlbr  «««/» ft  mraiorial  fliNMt 
•tin  let  lier  teem  tc       ■  tnd  tew  alo— i'  .-   J> 
The  trembfinip  etm  UleeetlMeiiiddMlMlr 

Of  whefaBBiif  moattwu*  vfeftetflMr  h«Mir«i|h 
Withthit.  the  god  whoee  eiAq^idWi  wwit  jl 

Vieroeto  PhMelaerow'dtlieTMtwiMUL.'Ait 
8wiftMftfWftIlovtweepetheliq|udviyb-    .  Ji 
The  winged  i^nnftoeMiotaloiitfmiftMft.      i 
ThegodnreitMherw      i  foddea  itfoki^  *  < 

And  roots  her  down  &«•  »  'eriaeting  iw^        -'^ 
Airliast  the  Scherianf  statid  in  deep  Mirpritci 
An  preM  to  speak,  all  queftion  with  their  etm* 
What  hands  unseen  the  rapid  hark  rectnunl 
And  yet  it  swims,  or  seems  to  swini^  the  meaaf 
Thus  they  tmcotiscious  of  the  deed  divinei 
Till  great  Alcinoiis,  rising,  ownM  the  ngn. 

**  Behold  the  long-predestin'd  day !  (he  aim) 
O  certain  faith  of  ancient  propheeiee  ! 
These  ears  have  heard  my  royal  sire  disclose 
A  dreadful  story,  big  with  future  woesi 
How,  mov'd  with  wrath  that  careless  we  eoKt^g  ' 
Promiscuous  every  ffuest  to  eveiy  bay,  ■  ■.  i 

Stern  Neptune  rag'd;  and  how  by  his  comMHii>. 
Firm  rooted  in  the  surge  a  ship  should  stMdi      ! 
(A  monument  of  wrath)  and  mound  on  momi    '. 
Should  hide  our  walls,  or  whelm  benestli  tht 
rround.  .) 

**  The  fates  have  followed  as  dechur'd  the 
Be  humbled,  nations  !  and  your  monarch 


J 


I  millotm' J  bimT«  tht  dMptb  no 
rmr  itiftngvr  put  flmn  iMM  tQ  iImimi 
7  Neptune  now  fiv  morev  eallt 

ufh  name  let  twelve  blectk  oienlUL 
me  god  revene  hie  purpoe'd  wUlp 
p  our  eity  hang  the  (ueedftil  hill.** 
nonarch  spoke  i  thev  trembled  and  obeyM* 

II  the  iamb  the  notnn  oien  ledi 
her'd  tribes  befbre  the  attaie  itaiid» 
eft  and  rulen,  a  midesUo  band, 
«||f  ocean  all  the  tnbea  fanploNi 
Sng  altars  redden  all  the  alMire. 

whOe  Ulysses  in  his  oountiy  lay.  ") 

I  from  sleep,  and  round  him  might  survey  V 
itary  shorot  and  rolling  sea.         ^  j 

hie  mind  through  tedious  absenoe  loil 
r  remembrance  of  his  native  eoasti 
,  Minervai  to  secure  her  caret 
around  a  veil  of  thicken'd  ahri 
he  fCodH  ortlainM  to  keep  unseen 
il  pcrton  fVom  his  fVicnds  and  queen; 
proud  Huitont  for  their, crimes  afford 
lo  vcnjrcancc  to  their  injur'd  lord, 
dl  the  land  another  prospect  bore, 
port  appeur'd,  anotlicr  Hhore, 
g^-continiied  ways,  and  windin|f  floods, 
mown  niotintuins,  crown'd  with  unknown 
woods. 

and  slow,  with  sudden  (p*icf  oppressed 
ff  arose,  and  heat  his  carefUl  hreast; 
mff  look  o*eruU  the  coast  and  main, 
f^it,  around,  liiii  native  realm  in  vain : 
th  erected  eye»  stocnl  fix'd  in  wo, 
le  spoke,  the  tears  began  to  flow, 
^s!  (he  cried)  upon  what  barren  coasts 
new  n*tfion,  is  IMyssen  tost  ? 
(1  by  wild  barhariuuN,  flerce  in  arms? 
whoso  bosom  tender  pity  warms  f 


.And  wUdier,  wUthic  its  tul  own^r  By  t  S 

Ah  irt)7  <fidl  iJcimu*  nuce  implrav  /  ^ 

Ah  win  fttMka  W>— riA  happy  shore  >         -^ 
Some  jB»Ur|«tow  periups  had  entcrtaio'il. 
And  Hfo  imM*^  Be  to  my  na.tiv<:  LiikL 

And  Ihii  the  AhA  Phsiai.'ii  rulen  buast  f 
IMniglrteMMifod*!  ii>f«ll  the  great,  how  few  ^ 
An  nut  to  bemn,  and  ti.  their  pronuie  tnu|Jfl 
But  he,  tha  power  to  whcwe  alUeeing  e^  *^M 
Hw  deed!  octten  apDcar  without  disg'uiBe,  ^H 
1^  hi*  albae  to'  me  ic  wrongs  I  beu?      Ifl 

For  itm  thy*  opp  liis  peculiar  c»r*. 

To  count  tboM  pi-Ev         snd  I'rom  thence  to  prvn 
Th-'-fitiA.  Uminei  uis  i«Jit  belongs  to  Joie." 

■:       o  .r        ".  B  nfd  his  weiJthj  «tai%v 

IttBj      i|         •  t  ipods,  niiniber'da'«B^£ 

Alt  tfxae  UE  lOOuu,  4.  J,  in  error  toit.  ^ 

DnconwUte  he  wuiucm  ua  the  coact, 
Sig^hs  for  hii  countiy,  and  huDenti  again 
To  the  deaf  rocki,  and  hoane-reBOundin|^  IBM. 
When  lo !  the  guardian  g|odde«)i  uf  the  wiie. 
Celestial  Pallas,  stood  b^ore  bis  eyes; 
In  shov  a  youthful  iwain,  of  form  divine, 
Who  seem'd  descended  th)in  some  prinodf  E 
A  graceful  robe  her  slender  body  dren'd. 
Around  her  shoulders  tlew  the  waving  veat. 
Her  decent  hand  a  shining  javelin  bore 
And  punted  sand^  on  her  feet  she  arore. 
To  whom  the  king:   "  Whoe'er  of  hunuu  na 
Thou  lit,  that  wand'reat  in  this  desett  placri 
With  joy  to  thee,  as  to  some  god,  I  bend,  ■ 
To  thee  my  treoiurei  and  myself  commewl. 
O  tell  a  wretch  in  exile  doom'd  to  struy,' 
What  air  I  breathe,  what  country  I  manji 
The  fruitful  continent's  eitremest " 
Or  some  fiur  isle  which  Neptune's  i 
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1  what  £ur  clime  (said  she)  remote  from 
fame 

hou  here,  a  stranger  to  oar  name  ? 
St  an  island,  not  to  those  unknown 
Us  are  brightened  by  the  rising  sun, 
i  that  plac'd  beneath  his  utmost  reign 
im  sinking  in  the  western  main, 
"ed  soil  allows  no  level  space 
^  chariots,  or  the  rapid  race  ; 
ingrateful  to  the  peasant's  pain, 
illness  to  the  swelling  grain: 
ed  trees  their  various  miits  produce, 
;ering  grapes  afibrd  a  generous  juice : 
x>wn  our  mountains,  and  in  every  grove 
iding  goats  and  frisking  heifers  rove: 
and  £ndly  dews  refresh  the  field, 
g  springs  eternal  verdure  yield, 
lose  shores  is  Ithaca  renown'd, 
roy*8  majestic  ruins  strow  the  ground.'* 
,  the  chief  with  transport  was  posscss'd, 
ng  heart  exulted  in  his  breast ; 
dissembling  his  untimely  joys, 
ng  truth  in  plausible  disguise, 
th  an  air  sincere,  in  fiction  bold, 
•  tale  the'  inventive  hero  told, 
ave  1  heard  in  Crete  this  island's  name ; 
1  from  Crete,  my  native  soil,  1  came; 
ih'd  thence.    I  sail'd  before  the  wind, 
my  children  and  my  friends  behind, 
ce  Idomeneus'  revenge  I  flew, 
m,  the  swift  Orsilochus,  I  slew: 
jtal  force  he  seiz'd  my  Trojan  prey, 
le  toils  of  many  a  bloody  day) 
'scap'd;  and  favoured  by  the  night 
nician  vessel  took  my  flight, 
or  Ehs  bound:  but  tempests  toss'd, 
ig  billows  drove  us  on  your  coast. 
iUU  C  O 


3M  vmmnmMf.  JMI3. 


In  detd  oCmgbt  an  Qnkiiowii  p^  we  gttn'd : ' 
Si^nt  with  fiMigue,  and  ilept  aecure  on  land. 
But  ere  the  roajr.mofn  renew'dthe  day. 
While  in  the  embrace  of  pleanng  iii^ep4]|^»    . 
Sudden^  inyited  by  au^icioiia  galea,, 
They  hmd  my  goods,  -Mid  hoiat  tiieir  t^yi^g  arik 
Abandon'dheie,  my  fertiine  1  de|»lQffe» 
A  faaplets  exile  on  a  Ibragn  d^ore/*  ^ 

Thus  while  he  apoke,  the  bhie-cy'd  mud  biq|ii 
With  pleaainff  amQea  to  vi^w  the  godKfce.tfMb 
Then  chang'd  her  ibflm;  and  now,  diVBDel^  Wf^ 
Jove's  heavenly  daughter  atood  confeaa!d  to  dfjit 
Like  a  fair  virgin  in  her  b^autjr'a  blooB^  .    . 
Skill'd  in  the"  iSustRoaa  labours  oCihe  looHk 

<<  O  still  the  same  I%Bsea !  ahefejein'idk  .' 
In  useful  crtit  socceaniDy  lefin'di 
Artful  in  speech,  in  actaon  and  in  nund! 
Sufficed  it  not„  that,  thy  long  kboura  pM^^      « 
Secure  diou  seest  thy  native  shore  at  laatf 
But  this  to  me  ?  who»  like  thyself  exccJ 
In  arts  of  counsel,  and  dissembling  welL 
To  me,  whose  wit  exceeds  the  powers  divine, 
No  less  than  mortals  are  surpass'd  by  thine. 
Know'st  thou  not  me  ?  who  made  thy  life  mfot^ 
Through  ten  years'  wandering,  and  throogk  tea 

years*  war ; 
Who  taught  thee  arts,  Alcinous  to  persoadet 
To  raise  his  wonder,  and  engage  his  aid ; 
And  now  appear,  thy  treasures  to  protect. 
Conceal  thy  person,  thy  design  direct. 
And  tell  what  more  thou  must  from  fate  expect:. 
Domestic  woes  far  heavier  to  be  borne ! 
The  pnde  of  fools,  and  slaves'  insulting  scoia. 
But  thou  be  silent,  nor  reveal  thy  state; 
Yield  to  the  force  of  unresisted  mte. 
And  bear  unmoved  the  wrongs 'of  base  naoldadf 
The  last,  and  hardest,  conquest  of  the  naad" 


J 


900k  13.  TU  ODTMBT.  395 

**  Goddess  of  vasdom  1  (Ithacus  replies,) 
ie  who  discerns  thee  must  be  truly  wise, 
lo  seldom  view'd,  and  eYer  in  disguise !  _ 

PThen  the  bold  Arglves  led  their  warring  powers 
kgainst  proud  Ilion's  well-defended  towers, 
Jesses  was  thy  care,  celestial  maid ! 
Srac'd  with  thy  sight,  and  favoured  with  thy  ud. 
tut  when  the  Trojan  piles  in  ashes  lay, 
bid  bound  for  Greece  we  ploughed  the  watery  way; 
hir  fleet  dispers'd  and  driven  from  coast  to  coast. 
!*hy  sacred  presence  from  that  hour  I  lost: 
Till  I  beheld  thy  radiant  form  once  more, 
Uid  heard  thy  counsels  on  Phxacia's  shore. 
Kut,  by  the*  tdmighty  author  of  thy  race, 
7ell  me,  O  teU,  is  this  my  native  place  f 
■^or^much  I  fear,  long  tracts  of  land  and  sea 
Hvide  this  coast  from  distant  Ithaca; 
7he  sweet  delusion  kindly  you  impose. 
To  sooth  my  hopes,  and  mitigate  my  woes.** 

Thus  he.    The  blue-ey'd  gtiddess  thus  replies: 
'  How  prone  to  doubt,  how  cautious  are  the  wise ! 
Vho,  vers'd  in  fortune,  fear  the  flattering  show, 
Lnd  taste  not  half  the  bliss  the  gods  bestow. 
[*he  more  shall  Pallas  aid  thy  just  desires, 
Lnd  g^ard  tiie  wisdom  which  herself  inspires. 
Hhers,  long  absent  from  their  native  place, 
Itraight  seek  their  home,  and  fly  with  eag^r  pace 
To  their  wives'  arms,  and  children's  dear  embrace 
lot  thus  Ulysses:  he  decrees  to  prove 
lis  subjects'  faith,  and  queen's  suspected  love; 
¥ho  moum'd  her  lord  twice  ten  revolving  years, 
Lnd  wastes  the' days  in  grief,  the  nights  in  tears, 
lut  Pallas  knew  (thy  friends  and  navy  lost) 
)nce  more  'twas  given  thee  to  behold  thy  coast : 
fet  how  could  I  with  adverse  fate  eng^e, 
lnd  mighty  Neptune's  unrelenting  rage  ? 
^ow  lift  thy  longing  eyes,  while  1  restore 
rhe  pleasing  prospect  of  thy  natiYe  diore. 


■i 


Behold  the  port  oCPhoteys!  fenced  aioiuid 
WHh  rocky  iiuraiitaiiis»  and  with  cfives  cvova'd. 
Behold  the  gloooiT  grot!  vhoie  eool  n 
Delights  the  Nereids  of  the  ndgUKMiriiig 
Whose  now-neglected  titua,  m  ^  vagm 
BtoshM  with  the  Mood  of  dieep  and  oxm  M»» 
Behold!  where  Neiitaa ^  dooda ^vid6a» 
And  shakes  the  wsving  forests  on  his  sides.** 

So  spake  the  goddess,  aad  the.praspeet  dstf'^ 
The  mists  ^spen'dy  and.all  the  6oast  amic«U 
The  king  with  joy  eonfess^d  hb  plaoe  cSrhM^ 
And  on  his  knees  ssfaites  his  moOier  esfth: 
Then,  with  his  snppfiuit  hands  upheld  in  ale^ 
Thus  to  the  seargrecn  sstefs  sends  his  pufn 

**  AH  hail!  ye  vanin  daughters  of  the  maiaf  *  '  > 
Ye  streams,  beyoadmy  hopea  befadd  agaiu!    j 
To  you  once  more  your  own  UlfSsaa  h|Mrss,^''7 
Attend  his  transports^  aud  reeeire  hb  TSWiT 
If  Jove  prolonsr  my  days,  and  Pallas  (yiwu 
The  g^wing  virtues  of  my  youthftil  son. 
To  you  shall  rites  divine  be  ever  paid. 
And  gratefiil  offerings*  on  your  altars  laid." 

Then  thus  BCnerva:  **  From  that  anxious  breirt 
Dismiss  those  cares,  and  leave  to  heaven  the  rei^ 
Our  task  be  now  thy  treasured  stores  to  save. 
Deep  in  the  close  recesses  of  the  cave: 
Then  future  means  consult** — she  spoke,  and  trod 
The  shady  g^t,  that  brighten'd  with  the  god. 
The  closest  caverns  of  the  grot  she  sought; 
The  gold,  the  brass,  the  robes,  Ulysses  broogliti 
These  in  the  secret  gloom  the  chief  chspos'd; 
The  entrance  with  a  rock  the  goddess  clos'd. 

Now,  seated  in  the  olive's  sacred  shade. 
Confer  the  hero  and  the  martial  maid. 
The  goddess  of  the  azure  eyes  began  :^ 
"  Son  of  Laertes  ?  much-expericnc*d  man ! 
The  suitor-train  thy  earliest  care  demand. 
Of  that  luxurious  race  to  rid  the  land : 
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Three  years  thy  house  their  lawless  rule  has  seen. 
And  proud  addresses  to  the  matchless  queen. 
But  she  thy  absence  mourns  from  day  to  day. 
And  inly  bleeds,  and  silent  wastes  away : 
Elusive  of  the  bridal  hour,  she  gives 
Fond  hopes  to  all,  and  all  with  hopes  deceives.'' 

To  this  Ulysses :  "  O  celestial  maid ! 
Prais*d  be  thy  counsel,  and  thy  timely  aid : 
Else  had  I  seen  my  native  walls  in  vain. 
Like  g^eat  Atrides  just  restored  and  slain. 
Vouchsafe  the  means  of  vengeance  to  debate, 
And  plan  with  all  thy  ails  the  scene  of  fate. 
Then,  then  be  present,  and  my  soul  inspire. 
As  when  we  wrapt  Troy's  heaven-built  walls  in  fire. 
Though  leagued  against  me  hundred  heroes  stand. 
Hundreds  shall  fall,  if  Pallas  aid  my  hand." 

She  answer'd:  "In  the  dreadful  day  of  fight 
Know,  I  am  with  thee,  strong  in  all  my  might. 
If  thou  but  equal  to  thyself  be  found. 
What  gasping  numbers  then  shall  press  the  ground! 
What  human  victims  stain  the  feastful  floor ! 
How  wide  the  pavements  float  with  guilty  gore ! 
It  fits  thee  now  to  wear  a  dark  disguise. 
And  secret  walk,  unknown  to  mortal  eyes. 
For  this,  my  hand  shall  wither  every  grace, 
And  every  elegance  of  form  and  face, 
O'er  thy  smooth  skin  a  bark  of  wrinkles  spread. 
Turn  hoar  the  auburn  honours  of  thy  head. 
Disfigure  every  limb  with  coarse  attire, 
And  m  thy  eyes  extinguish  nW  the  fire  ; 
Add  all  the  wants  and  the  decays  of  life. 
Estrange  thee  from  thy  own,  thy  son,  thy  wife  ; 
From  the  loathM  object  every  sight  shall  turn, 
And  the  blind  snjl'.)v:i  tlieir  destruction  scorn, 

"  Go  first  llie  uiiisitn^  of  th\'  herds  to  find, 
True  to  his  charjce,  a  loyal  swain  and  kind: 
For  thee  he  siglis;  and  to  tlie  royal  heir, 
And  chaste  Pcnelopfe,  extends  his  care. 

c  c  2 


Al  the  Coracian  rock  he  iiow  resides, 
Where  Arethiiaii's  sable  WBWr  glides: 
The  sable  water  und  tlic  copious  mast 
Swell  the  f»t  herd;  luaunaiit,  large  repast ! 
With  him,  rofll  peaceful  in  tlie  rural  cell. 
And  all  yoii  aak.  hia  faithful  tongue  Bh&ll  tctl.   m 
Me  into  other  rcalniB  my  cares  convey, 
To  Sparta,  still  with  female  beauty  gay: 
Par  know,  to  Sparta  thy  lov'd  ofl'spnng  cwne, 
To  learn  ihy  fortunes  from  the  voice  of  fame" 

At  this  the  father,  with  a  father's  care  :  ) 

"  Must  he  too  Buffer,  he,  O  goddess !  hear  > 
Of  wandering^  and  of  woes  a  wretched  »hart*  J 
Through  tlie  wild  ocean  plough  the  dangerous  *iJt 
And  leave  his  fortunes  and  hiB  house  a  prey  ^ 
Why  would'st  not  thou,  oh  all-enligliten'd  oil"!' 
Iiifonn  him  certain,  and  pintect  him,  kind-'" 

To  whom  Mioerra:  "  B«  thy  soul  at  rest ; 
And  know,  whatever  heaven  ordains,  is  beil- 
To  lame  I  sent  him,  to  acquire  renown  ; 
To  oUiei'  regions  is  hia  virtue  known. 
Secure  he  sits,  near  great  Atrides  plac'd ; 
With  friendships  atrengtheu'd,  and  with  bon** 

grac'd. 
But  lol  an  ambush  waits  his  passage  o'er; 
Fierce  foes  insidious  Intercept  the  shore: 
In  vain  !  far  sooner  all  the  murderous  brood 
This  injur'd  hmd  shall  Eitten  with  their  blood.    . 

She  3pa.ke,  then  touch'd  him  with  her  po»E*' 
wand ; 
The  skin  slirnnk  up,  and  wither'd  at  her  haiw 
A  swift  old  age  o'er  all  his  members  spread; 
A  sudden  frost  was  sprinkled  on  his  head ; 
Nor  longer  in  the  heavy  eye-ball  shiu'd  , 

The  glance  di«iiie,  forih-bciiming  from  the  inn* 
His  robe,  which  spots  indelible  besmear. 
In  rags  dishonest  flutters  with  the  air : 
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fa  torn  hide  is  lapp'd  around  his  reins ; 
g'ed  staff  his  trembling  hand  sustains  ; 
t  his  side  a  wretched  scrip  was  hung^, 
patch 'd,  and  knotted  to  a  twisted  thong. 
k*d  the  chief,  so  mov'd !  to  mortal  eyes 
t  uncoutli !  a  man  of  miseries ! 
Pallas,  cleaving-  her  wide  fields  of  air, 
arta  flies,  Telemachus  her  care. 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

THS  CONVERSATION  WITH  SUMJ 

ULYSSES  arriTei  in  dispuiie  at  the  hoaie  of  Eu 
it  received,  entertaint^d,  and  lodxed,  with  tl 
tality.  The  several  ditcoMrtes  of  tnat  &ithful  < 
the  ieigned  itoiy  to.d  by  Ulyiaes  to  conceal  hi 
convenatioiu  on  vanoui  ta^ieotia  take  up  thia 


»•.<> 


THE  ODYSSEY. 
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he,  deep  mu^ng,  o'er  the  mountains  stray'd 
Through  mazy  thickets  of  the  woodland  shade, 
^And  cavern'd  ways,  the  shaggy  coast  along, 
'With  cliffs  and  nodding  forests  overhung. 
Eumdeus  at  his  sylvan  lodge  he  sought, 
A  faithful  servant,  and  without  a  fault. 
TJlysses  found  him  busied,  as  he  sat 
B^ore  the  threshold  of  his  rustic  gate; 
Around  the  mansion  in  a  circle  shone 
A.  rural  portico  of  rugged  stone: 
(In  absence  of  his  lord,  with  honest  twl 
iis  own  industrious  hands  had  rais'd  the  pile) 
The  wall  was  stone  from  neighbouring  quarries 

borne, 
ncircled  with  a  fence  of  native  thorn, 
nd  strong  with  pales,  by  many  a  weary  stroke 
^  stubborn  labour  hewn  from  heart  of  oak ; 
equent  and  thick.   Within  the  space  were  rear'd 
y^elve  ample  cells,  the  lodgements  of  his  herd. 
U  fifly  pregnant  females  each  contain'd ; 
e  males  without  (a  smaller  race)  remain'd; 
im*d  to  supply  tl^  suitor's  wasteful  feast, 
tock  by  daily  luxury  decreas'd ; 
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Now  scarce  four  hundred  left.    Tliese  to  defend. 
Four  savage  dogs,  a  watchful  guard,  attend. 
Here  sat  Bumxus,  wad  his  cares.  i^Med 
To  Ibnn  strong  buskins  of  well  season'd  hide. 
Of  four  asustants  who  his  labour  8hare» 
Three  now  were  alwent  on  t|ie  nnal  care ; 
'The  fourth  drore  Actons  to  the  «iitor4Tain ; 
But  he,  of  andent  fkith»  a.  simiile  awai% 
Sigh'dy  while  he  fiimish'd  the  luxurious  boards 
And  wearied  heaven  with  inahes  for  his  hud. ' 

Soon  as  Ulysses  near  the'  .enclosure  drew,. 
With  open  mouths  the  furimia  mastiffii  flew: 
Down  sat  the  aage;  and  caudous  to  mthsUndi  . 
Let  fall  the'  offensive  truncheon  from  lua  hand. 
Sudden  the  master  runs;  aloud  he  calk; 
And  ieam  his  hastgr  hand  Hie  leftdier  foUs : 
With  showers  of  stones  he  driTes  tiliem  for  amgri: 
The  scattering  dogs  around  at  dislaiice  bay. 

^Unhwjpy  stranger !  (thus the foidifol swak 
Beg^n  with  accents  gracious  and  humane) 
What  sorrow  had  been  mine,  if  at  my  gate 
Thy  reverend  ag^  had  met  a  shameful  rate  ? 
Enough  of  woes  ahready  have  I  known ; 
Enough  my  master's  sorrows  and  my  own. 
While  here  (ungrateful  task!)  his  herds  I  feed» 
Ordain'd  for  lawless  rioters  to  bleed ; 
Perhaps,  supported  at  another's  board. 
Far  from  his  country  roams  my  hapless  lord; 
Or  sigh'd  in  exile  forth  his  latest  breath. 
Now  cover*d  with  the  eternal  shade  of  death! 

*'  But  enter  this  my  homely  roof,  and  see 
Our  woods  not  void  of  hospitality  : 
Then  tell  me  whence  thou  art  ?  and  what  the  ibsa 
Of  woes  and  wanderings  thou  wert  bom  to  bearf 

He  said;  and  seconding  tlie  kind  request, 
With  friendly  step  precedes  hi^  unknown  gueit; 
A  shsiggy  goat's  soft  hide  beneath  him  spr^td. 
And  wim  nresh  rushes  heap'd  an  ample  bed. 
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louch'd  the  hero's  tender  soul,  to  find 

ist  reception  from  a  heart  so  kind : 

d  oh,  ye  gods !  with  all  ^our  blesdngs  gnce 

thus  broke  forth)  this  friend  of  human  race  !*' 

le  swain  replied :  "  It  never  was  our  gmse 

light  the  poor,  or  aught  humane  despise; 

Jove  unfolds  our  hospitable  door, 

Jove  that  sends  the  stranger  and  the  poor. 

3,  alas !  is  all  the  good  I  ean; 

.n  oppressed,  dependant,  yet  a  man : 

pt  such  treatment  as  a  swun  affords, 

i  to  the  insolence  of  youthful  lords ! 

lence  is  by  unequal  g^s  remov'd 

man  of  bounties  loving  and  belov'd ! 
rhom  whate'er  his  slave  enjoys  is  ow'd, 
more,  had  fate  allow'd,  had  been  bestow'd : 
ute  condemn'd  him  to  a  foreigpn  shore ; 
1  have  I  sorrowed,  but  my  master  more. 

cold  he  lies,  to  death's  embrace  resign'd: 
lerish  Helen !  perish  all  her  kind ! 
xrhose  curs'd  cause,  in  Agamemnon's  name, 
rod  so  fatally  the  paths  of  fame." 
3  vest  succinct  then  g^irding  round  his  waist, 
1  rush'd  the  swain  with  hospitable  haste, 
ght  to  the  lodgements  of  his  herd  he  run, 
re  the  fat  porkers  slept  beneath  the  sun; 
vo,  his  cutlass  launch'd  the  spouting  blood; 
e  quarter*d,  sing'd,  and  fix'd  on  forks  of  wood, 
asty  on  the  hissing  coals  he  threw ; 
smoking  back  the  tasteful  viands  drew, 
ohers  and  all;  then  on  the  board  displayed 
ready  meal,  before  Ulysses  laid, 

flour  imbrown'd ;  next  mingled  wine  yet  new, 
luscious  as  the  bee's  n^ctareous  dew : 
I  sat  companion  of  the  friendly  feast, 
.  open  look ;  and  thus  bespoke  his  guest: 
ake  with  free  welcome  what  our  hands  prepare, 

food  as  falls  to  simple  servants'  share ; 
)L.  xi.Ti.  n  d 


n^  belt  our  lonli  conHimet   Vtaee  thmifblUw 

KA  wiUiout  boiuity,  ^ilty  without  fears! 
l^eC  e>iK  tiie  euda  uieir  impioiu  itcts  dtleit, 
Aad  honour  justice  &nd  the  righteous  breut. 
FcBtes  and  coitqiieron,  of  harden'd  mitul. 
Tlie  fom  of  peace,  and  tcourges  of  muikind. 
To  Wlioin  ortenJlng  men  ire  made  a.  prey, 
WlM-n  .lo>'e  ill  vengeance  rivch  a  land  away  i 
E'ea  these,  when  of  thi^r  ill-got  spoils  poiwM'da 
n>d  sure  lormentora  In  the  gull^  br«aiC  t 
Some  voice  of  (iud  close  whiapennK  from  wltluB, 
"  Wrttrli !  ttiis  >B  villany,  and  thia  is  sin." 
~  '    '       ,  iiu  duubt,  Boaie  oracle  explore. 


Non  .;  ■,  reign 

O'er  tlie  lajr  islands  ot  ttic  neig-hounng  main. 
Nor  all  the  moiiarciis  whose  far-jlreaded  sway 
The  wide -cite  II  ded  contincnls  obey: 
Fint  on  the  main  land,  of  Ulysges'  breed 
Twelie  herda,  twelve   flpcks,  on  oceMi's  mug^ 
At  many  stalls  for  sbaifgy  goats  are  rear'd;    [&ed» 
As  nianv  lodgements  for  tbe  tuaky  herd; 
Those  foreign  keepers  guard:  and  here  are  Mcn 
Twelve  heiSs  of  floats  that  grace  our  utmoat  giMV- 
To  native  paators  is  their  charge  assign'd;  < 

And  mine  the  care  to  feed  the  bristly  kind:  * 

Each  day  the  fattest  bleeds  of  either  herd. 
All  to  the  suitors'  wasteful  board  ppefeft'd."  .  " 
Thus  he,  benevolent:  his  unknown  guett  >  ' 
With  hunger  keen  devoumtbe  aavaurv  feartt  >''• 
While  achemes  of  vengeancfr^ripen  in  hia  breHt) 
Silent  and  thoughlfiil  while  tue  board  he  ^4, 
Eiuncui  poura  on  hi^  thft^^titplc  tidct 
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he  king  with  STniling*  looks  his  joy  express'd, 
nd  thus  the  kind  inviting  host  address'd  : 

"  Say  now,  what  man  is  he,  the  man  deplor*d, 
o  rich,  so  potent,  whom  you  style  your  lord  ? 
ate  with  such  affluence  and  possessions  bless'dy 
nd  now  in  honour's  glorious  bed  at  rest, 
/^hoever  was  the  warrior,  he  must  be 
o  fame  no  stranger,  nor  perhaps  to  me ; 
/^ho  (so  the  gods,  and  so  the  fates  ordainM) 
Ave  wander'd  many  a  sea,  and  many  a  land." 

**  Small  is  the  faith  the  prince  and  queen  ascribe 
ileplied  Eumaeas)  to  the  wandering  tribe  : 
or  needy  strangers  still  to  flattery  fly, 
nd  want  too  oft  betrays  the  tongue  to  lie. 
Ach  vagrant  traveller  that  touches  here, 
leludes  with  fallacies  the  royal  ear, 
'o  dear  remembrance  makes  his  image  rise, 
.nd  calls  the  springing  sorrows  from  her  eyes, 
uch  thou  may'st  be.  But  he  whose  name  you  crave 
[oulders  in  earth,  or  welters  on  the  wave, 
>r  food  for  fish,  or  dogs,  his  relics  lie, 
►r  torn  by  birds  are  scattered  through  the  sky. 
o  perish'd  he:  and  left  (for  ever  lost) 
[uch  wo  to  all,  but  sure  to  me  the  most. 
o  mild  a  master  never  shall  I  find: 
.ess  dear  the  parents  whom  I  left  behind, 
.ess  soft  my  mother,  less  my  father  kind. 
lot  with  such  transport  would  my  eyes  run  o*er, 
kg^n  to  hail  them  in  tl^eir  native  shore, 
ts  lov*d  Ulysses  once  more  to  embrace, 
testor'd  and  breathing  in  his  natal  place. 
'hat  name,  for  ever  dread,  yet  ever  dear, 
i*en  in  his  absence  I  pronounce  with  fear : 
n  my  respect,  he  bears  a  prince's  part ; 
(ut  lives  a  very  brother  in  my  heart." 

Thus  spoke  the  faithful  swain,  and  thus  rejoin'd 
The  master  of  his  grie(  the  man  of  patient  mind: 
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•<  Ulywicn,  frieml !  shall  view  his  old  abodes, 
l)i»t'niiitriii  u8  thou  art,  nor  doubt  t)i<:  godH. 
Nor  speak  I  rashly,  b«it  with  taith  averr*<l, 
And  what  I  speak  attesting  heaven  has  heard. 
If  so,  a  cioak  and  vesture  he  my  meed ;  "1 

'I'ill  his  return  no  title  shall  I  plead,  > 

Though  certain  be  my  news,  and  f^at  my  need.  J 
Whom  want  itself  can  force  untniths  to  tcll^ 
My  sr>ul  detests  him  as  the  gates  of  hell. 

"Thou  first  be  witur-Hs,  hospitable  Jove! 
And  every  grnl  inspiring  sfjcial  \ovc  ! 
And  witness  every  household  power  that  WMts 
(iuarri  of  these  fires,  and  angel  of  these  gates! 
Ere  the  next  moon  increase,  or  this  decay, 
His  ancient  realms  Ulysses  shall  survey. 
In  blofxl  and  (hist  each  proud  oppressor  mourn» 
And  the  lost  glories  of  nis  house  return." 

**  Nor  sliall  tliat  meed  be  thine,  nor  ei'er  more 
Shall  lovM  Ulysses  hail  this  happy  shore 
(lUjilicfl  KunuTUS:)  to  t.ho  pr<-sr:iit  hour 
Now  turn  thy  tIiouj;lit  and  joys  within  o«ir  pow'r. 
From  sad  n'fl<:r,lion  let  my  soul  rrpos';; 
Tlif  nam*:  of  liim  av.ak'rs  a  tlioiisand  wo';s. 
Rut  i^uanl  liim,  goH-.!  uivl  to  these  arms  restore! 
Not.  iiis  tru'-.  ' oMHort  can  rhslnj  him  nioro; 
Not  old  f.acrf'S,  hrok'Mi  with  despair; 
Not  voun;^  TeJcmachus,  liis  Idoorning  heir. 
Alas,  'lVIf;n»ach'i.sI  rny  sorrow  h  flow 
Afrf-)!!  for  the^-,  rny  second  eyise  of  wo  ! 
Like  some  fxir  plant  m-i  hy  a  heavenly  han'l, 
lie  gr^v/,  he  flourishM,  and  he  M'-ss'rl  the  land; 
In  all  th':  vo'iih  his  faMi'-r'-i  ima-'-e  shinVi, 
I5ri^"h»  iri  Ii;s  jx-rson,  hrijcl.t'T  in  his  mind. 
Wh't*  rfian,  or  //o'i,  <^h-r;'-.iv''fl  his  better  H<rn^c, 
Far  fin  th(;  ^tv/'Jliij;^-  s'-as  to  wander  hcnre  ' 
To  di'/ant  P}lo-i  iinph-s-,  is  he  ;(on':. 
To  seek  his  father's  fate,  an<l  hod  hi:^  own  ' 
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For  traitors  wait  his  way,  with  dire  design 
To  end  at  once  the  great  Arcesian  line. 
But  let  us  leave  him  to  their  wills  above ; 
The  fates  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  Jove. 
And  now,  my  venerable  g^est,  declare 
Your  name,  your  parents,  and  your  native  air: 
Sincere,  from  whence  begun  your  course  relate. 
And  to  what  ship  I  owe  the  friendly  freight." 

Thus  he:  and  thus,  with  prompt  invention  bold: 
The  cautious  chief  liis  ready  story  told: 

**  On  dark  reserve  what  better  can  prevail. 
Or  from  the  fluent  tongue  produce  the  tale,  ' 

Than  when  two  fnends^  alone,  in  peaceful  place "1 
Confer,  and  wines  and  cates  the  table  grace;  ^ 
But  most  the  kind  inviter*s  cheeiful  face  ?  3 

Thus,  might  we  sit,  with  social  goblets  crown'd, 
Till  the  whole  circle  of  the  year  goes  round ; 
Not  tbe  whole  circle  of  the  year  would  close 
My  long  narration  ^f  a  life  of  woes. 
But  such  was  heaven's  high  will !  know,  then,  I  came 
From  sacred  Crete,  and  from  a  sire  of  fame. 
Castor  Hylacides  (that  name  he  bore) 
Belov'd  and  honoured  in  his  native  shore; 
Bless'd  in  his  riches,  in  his  children  more. 
Sprung  of  a  handmaid,  from  a  bought  embrace, 
I  shar'd  his  kindness  with  his  lawful  race : 
But  when  that  fate  which  all  must  undergo. 
From  earth  remov'd  him  to  the  shades  below. 
The  large  domain  his  greedy  sons  divide. 
And  each  was  portioned  as  the  lots  decide, 
little,  alas !  was  left  my  wretched  share, 
Bxcept  a  house,  a  covert  from  the  air: 
But  what  by  niggard  fortune  was  denied, 
A  willing  widow's  copious  wealth  supplied. 
My  valour  was  my  plea,  a  gallant  mind 
That,  true  to  honour,  never  lagg'd  behind 
(The  sex  is  ever  to  a  solc^er  kind.) 

Dd£ 
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Now  wMitinKyvnraTOfftinn  11.1™. 

And  udtlcd  woM  linvi,'  bou'il  ni«  ti  ^ 

Yet  by  tbc  ftobblc  v<<>  gO'Mte  U  lu  gnun,  J 


laridcr  or  by  krid  m 
Id  forcijfn  fjilcl)  1  spread  my  glory  ff 
Grcut  iiitlie  pnii»e,  rich  in  tlie  «poill  of  WW:  , 

Tbence  clisrg'd  with  riches,  ii  increu'd  in  &iMt      ■ 
To  Crete  return'd,  an  honoui»b)e  name.  j 

But  when  great  Jove  thnt  lUrefal  trar  decreed^  '■'  i 
Which  Foiu'd  alt  Greece,  and  made  tiie  bVJ  v 
Our  (tales  myself  and  Idomen  employ  [mM  j 
To  lead  their  fleets  and  cany  death  to  "Rw.  ;  * 
Nine  years  we  warr'd;  the  tenth  mw  IBon  Aft  - ' 
Homeward  we  sail'd,  but  heaven  ditpenM  Sll'  'j 
On«  only  month  my  wife  enjoy'd  my  >t»yt  ''■'  - 1 
So  wiU'd  the  god  who  pvei  and  t*k«t  awif .  ■.  'i 
Nine  ships  1  nunn'd,  equipp'd  irith  ready  iHWfc'.  J 
Intent  to  voyage  to  the'  Eryptiaa  shoivii  /■"  ^ 

Id  feait  and  aacriSce  my  ^osen  tnhi  [ML' 

"-^ '     '^ BpbMglMlto 


SiKdaya  c 


n'd;  the  tevonibw 
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Crete's  ample  fields  diminish'd  to  our  eye ; 
Before  the  Boreal  blast  the  vessels  fly: 
Safe  through  the  level  seas  we  sweep  our  way; 
The  steersman  gx)verns,  and  the  ships  obey. 
J'he  fifth  fair  mom  we  stem  the'  Egyptian  tide,  ^ 
And  tilting  o'er  the  bay  the  vessels  ride: 
To  anchor  there  my  fellows  I  command. 
And  spies  commission  to  explore  the  land. 
■But  sway'd  by  lust  of  gain,  and  headlong  will, 
The^oasts  they  ravage,  and  the  natives  kill. 
Thb  spreading  clamour  to  their  city  flies. 
And  horse  and  foot  in  mingled  tumult  rise. 
The  reddening  dawn  reveals  the  circling  fields 
Horrid  with  bristly  spears,  and  glancing  shields. 
Jove  thunder'd  on  their  side.    Our  guilty  head 
We   tum'd  to  flight:   the  gathering   vengeance 

spread 
On  aU  parts  round,  and  heaps  on  heaps  lie  dead. 
1  then  explor'd  my  thought,  what  course  to  prove  ? 
(And  sure  the  thought  was  dictated  by  Jovc; 

0  had  he  left  me  to  that  happier  doom. 
And  sav'd  a  life  of  miseries  to  come !) 

The  radiant  helmet  from  my  brows  unlac'd. 
And  low  on  earth  my  shield  and  javelin  cast, 

1  meet  the  monarch  with  a  suppliant's  face. 
Approach  his  chariot,  and  his  knees  embrace. 
He  heard,  he  sav'd,  he  plac'd  me  at  his  side : 
My  state  he  pitied,  and  my  tears  he  dried, 
Restrain'd  the  rage  the  vengeful  foe  express'd. 
And  tum*d  the  deadly  weapons  from  my  breast. 
Pious !  to  guard  the  hospitable  rite. 

And  fearing  Jove,  whom  mercy's  works  delight. 
•*  In  Egypt  thus  witli  peace  and  plenty  bless'd 
I  liv'd  (and  happy  still  had  liv'd)  a  guest: 
On  seven  bright  years  successive  blessings  wait; 
The  next  chang'd  all  the  colour  of  my  fate. 
A  false  Phoenician,  of  insidious  mind, 
Vers'd  in  vile  arts,  and  foe  to  humankind. 


With  sembUnce  fur  invites  me  to  hh  home  t   .^^H 
I  aeiz'd  the  proSer  (ever  fond  to  ruanii)  ^^H 

Domenie  in  his  fiuthlesa  roof  I  atay'd,  ^^H 

Till  the  swift  win  b'la  anniiat  circle  made.  ^^^| 

To  Ljbia  ttien  he  meditates  the  way  :  - 

With  guileful  art  a  stranger  to  betraj', 
And  sell  to  bondage  in  a  foreign  land: 
Much  doubting,  jet  compell'd,  1  quit  the  strand. 
Through  the  mid  scat  tlie  nimble  pinnace  bjuIs, 
Aloof  mim  Crete  before  the  northern  galest 
But  when  remote  her  chalky  cliffs  we  lost. 
And  far  from  ken  af  any  other  coast. 
When  all  was  wild  expanse  ofaca  and  a!r. 
Then  doom'd  high  Jove  due  veng'eance  to  prepare. 
He  hung  a.  night  of  horrors  o'er  their  head, 
(The  shaded  ocean  blucken'd  aa  it  spread) 
Tie  launcli'd  the  fiery  bolt;  from  pole  to  pole 
Broad  hurst  the  Ughtnings,  deep  the  thundert  wDj 
In  giddy  rounds  the  whirling  ship  is  toss'd. 
And  all  in  clouds  of  smoth'riiig  sulphur  lost. 
As  from  a  hanging  rock's  tremendoiu  height. 
The  sable  crows  with  intercepted  flight  fhae. 

Drop  endlong ;  scaT*d,  and  black  with  nalphuiaM 
So  from  the  deck  are  buil'd  the  ghastly  crew. 
9nch  end  the  wicked  found !  But  Jove'i  inleit 
Was  jet  to  save  the'  oppress'd  and  innoceDt. 
Plac'doD  the  mast  (the  last  recourse  of  life] 
With  winds  and  waves  I  held  unequal  strife  i 
For  nine  long:  days  the  billows  tilting  o'er. 
The  tenth  soft  wsfis  me  to  Thresprotia'a  dhece. 
The  monarch's  son  a  ahlpnreck'd  wrctdt  icliar^ 
The  aire  with  hospitable  rites  reeeiv'd. 
And  in  his  palace  like  a  brother  plac'd. 


How  late  Ulysses  to' the  coiinb^  came. 

How  lov*d,  how  honour'd  In  this  court  he  •tij'd. 

And  here  liii  whole  collected  trctfUK  laid] 
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nyself  the  vast  iinnumber'd  store 

?1  elaborate  and  refulgent  ore, 

rass  high  lieap'd  amidst  the  regal  dome  ; 

ISO  supplies  for  ages  yet  to  come  ! 

me  he  voyag*d  to  explore  the  will 

e  on  high  Dodona's  holy  hill, 

Tieans  m'.glit  best  his  safe  return  avail, 

ne  in  ponip,  or  bear  a  secret  sail? 

\  has  Phidoii,  whilst  he  pour'd  the  wine, 

ng  solemii  all  the  powers  divine, 

jon  Ulysses  would  return,  declared, 

ilors  waiting,  and  the  ships  prepared. 

it  the  king  dismissed  me  from  his  shores, 

p  Duhcliium  crown'd  with  fruitful  stores; 

)d  Acastus*  friendly  care  consign'd: 

her  counsels  pleas'd  the  sailors'  mind: 

•auds  were  plotted  by  the  faithless  train, 

isery  demands  me  once  again. 

s  remote  from  shore  they  plough  the  wave, 

eady  hands  they  rush  to  seize  their  slave ; 

with  these  tatter'd  rags  they  wrapp'd  me 

round, 
)'d  of  my  own)  and  to  the  vessel  bound. 
,  at  Ithaca's  delightful  land 
ip  arriv'd:  forth  issiung  on  the  sand, 
ought  repast:  while  to  the*  unhappy  kind, 
tying  gods  themselves  my  chidns  unbind, 
lescended,  to  the  sea  appUed 
led  breast,  and  shot  along  the  tide, 
•ass'd  beyond  their  sight,  1  left  the  flood, 
ok  the  spreading  shelter  of  the  wood, 
prize  escap'd,  the  fsdthless  pirates  moum'd, 
em'd  inquiry  vain,  and  to  their  ship  retiuin'd. 
M  by  protecting  gods  from  hostile  eyes 
ed  me  to  a  good  man  and  a  wise; 
t  beneath  thy  hospitable  care, 
ait  the  woes  heaven  dooms  me  yet  to  bear." 


3U  "•"—••  ■  •!*«<■. 

"CW         "'  t  my  mind' 

(T1iW|niv-       m«i      "im  -  WK*!  rejoin'd) 

Okedc  not  wi  u  .„  *pringin^  tear; 

Mor  turn  the  |>..i  fnjiindlcM  joy 

Tor  bink  mttom  hi:      >.  .>.^  leitln'd  to  dcgtro;, 

<A1  hM  iM.ptrtth'u  on  sonie  well-ftiue;ht  day. 

Or  in  1m  Maul*'  cmbiucc-s  died  airay  " 

n»t  mtdU  Gr«cee  wiih  Hiieuninf  eyvB  miefit 

Bbtonc naiUbH,  lo  n-'  lm  pruliK;  £aiM 

Hii  pnlM;  etemiil  on        —ithml  atnnc, 

Bad  indi  buwiniuive  i         in  grac'd  biti  noil. 

IjFow'Miattb'd  liv  ,.,  the  drenty  cwut, 

Bonk  ttdw-b        ......  ..1.  g\  >[y  lu«l ! 

Vbile  peiiidr>  l  ruiiiUi^y  den, 

nrfrnv.m  undthe  wnya  of  men, 

I  Ungsr  li»(  I       vu  ctiB  CI      t  repiiir, 

But  when  toe  i-unsiaTit  qi>.    n  commands  my  cwet 

Or  when,  to  thstu  ht-r  ho        able  boanl. 
Some  gTiert  arrin'B,  nitli  rumours  of  her  lord: 
And  these  indiil^i  thtir  mhhI,  ami  llioaf  tluir  bo. 
And  here  the  tears,  and  there  the  gobleta  floWr- 
By  many  such  have  I  been  warn'd ;  but  chief 
By  one  JEtoIiun  robb'd  of  all  belief . 
Whose  hap  it  wiu  to  thii  OUT  roof  to  roam. 
For  murder  banish'd  fi^m  hii  native  home- 
He  swore,  Ulysses  On  the  cout  of  Crete 
StB^'d  but  a  season  to  refit  his  fleet; 
A  few  revolving  months  should  waft  him 


^iJfl 


Forbear,  and  dread  to  flatter,  u 

Not  for  auch  ends  my  house  and  heart  are  free, 
But  dear  respect  to  Jove,  and  charity." 

"And  why,  O  swain  of  unbelieving  mittd! 
(Ttnu  quick  replied  the  wisest  of  mankind) 
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my  oath  ?  yet  more  my  faith  to  try, 

ompact  let  us  ratify, 

s  every  power  that  rules  the  sky ! 

sses  from  his  labours  rest, 

f  prize  a  tunic  and  a  vest ; 

I  my  hopes  invite  me,  straight  transport 

Dulichiuro's  friendly  court, 
peets  not  thy  desiring  eye, 
)m  yon  dread  precipice  on  high; 
ward  of  fraud  and  perjury.** 
ess,  O  guest !  great  laud  and  praise  were 
ine 

le  swain)  for  spotless  faith  divine, 
nal  rites  and  g^fts.bestow'd, 
1^  hospitable  hearth  with  blood : 
I  the  gods  my  righteojiis  toils  succeed^ 
he  hand  that  made  a  stranger  bleed  ? 
the'  approaching  hours  of  silent  night 
refection,  then  to  rest  invite; 
ir  humble  cottage  let  us  haste, 
unenvied,  rural  dainties  taste.** 
nmun'd  these;  while  to  their  lowly  dome 
1  swine  return'd  with  evening  home; 

reluctant,  to  their  several  sties, 
bstreperous,  and  ungrateful  cries, 
e  slaves — "  Now  from  the  herd  the  best 
lonour  of  our  foreign  guest: 
let  us  the  genial  banquet  share, 
md  many  are  the  griefs  we  bear ; 
e  who  from  our  labours  heap  their  boards 

their  feeder,  and  forget  their  lord.*' 
iaking,  with  dcspatchful  hand  he  took 

axe,  and  cleft  tlie  sdlid  oak; 
e  earth  he  pil'd ;  a  boar  full  fed, 
rs  age,  before  the  pile  was  led: 
,  whom  acts  of  piety  delight, 
of  the  gods,  begins  the  rite ;. 


316  itt  Mfiok. 

Ftrttdtean.tbebnF'licad  .  -.^  m«./  .'oor,  "i 
And  MpplUnt  ftiniK  inv<  :itif(  every  power  '  I 
To  ipeecl  tHjigf  to  .ivc  sliore.  ^ 

A  Inotty  (tAa  tben  ;  at  his  )ieul, 

Down  dioMhe  sroaiMii^,    ul  the  gpiiil  Red. 
The  KOtcUngr  namcA  cliniij  rotind.  im  every  tHe: 
Then  flie  iinj^d  mt^iiibera   hey  with  tkill  lUiids  i 
Ontkew.mrQUfof'fat  In   iWd  with  art, 
Hie  ebokaMt  nMneU  by    om  et'ery  part. 
Some  in  tbeflaiiiM,  bestrow  'd  with  floiir,  they  liirt": 
Vomecatin&agucTitB,  fr  n  tire  forki  tliey  <ln>« 
_  Th«*e  irtlile  on  tercml  Uules  they  di^ww, 
'  A*  priut  hiaiMlf  tfiG  bUmcleM  ruatic  rMC  j 
Kxpett  the,dM      I  r  to  dtEpirt 

Inferenjutp  :  of  hand  and  ben^ 

Ont'Hbred.tol      »  (.part  they  lay  t        ■ 

ADodwrtOtbe  oi     .ru  x.i.  of  May: 
The  nu«l-tiQ)e  m ..  ahare  the  real, 

The  king- the  chine,         .   mour  ot'the  fenst, 
Who  Bat  dehghted  at  ,,,s  z,.it:ih['9  honr.l- 
The  faitlifuUcrviini  iojM  his  uiiknoHn  IoaI. 
"  O  be  thou  dear  (Ulysacs  cried}  to  Jdre, 
As  well  thou  claim'rt  a  grateful  9tisnger*B  lore !" 
"  Be  then  thy  thanks  (tlie  bounteous  ttnin  R- 

Enjoyment  of  the  good  the  goit  pronde. 
From  God'a  own  hand  descend  our  joys  BBdMWi 
Thcic  he  decrees,  and  he  but  suffers  Uioae : 
All  power  ia  hit,  and  whatsoe'er  he  vriUs, 
The  will  itself,  omnipotent,  fulfils. 
Tills  said,  the  first  truits  to  the  gods  be  g»*9t 
Then  pnur'd  of  offer'd  wine  the  sable  ynrc: 
In  great  UlyssEs'  bSnd  he  plac'd  the  bowl. 
He  sat,  and  sweet  refection  cheer'd  bis  smJ. 
'I'he  bread  from  canisters  HesaoUus  eave, 
(Eumxus'  proper  treasure  bought  this  sUtc, 
And  led  from  Taphos,  to  attend  hia  bwod,    ■ 
A  servant  added  to  his  absent  lord) 
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His  task  it  was  the  wheaten  loaves  to  lay. 
And  from  the  banquet  take  the  bowls  away. 
And  now  the  rage  of  hunger  was  repress'd, 
And  each  betakes  him  to  nUt  couch  to  rest. 

Now  came  the  night,  and  darkness  cover'd  o'er 
The  face  of  things ;  the  winds  beg^an  to  roar ; 
The  driving  storm  the  watety  west  wind  pours, 
And  Jove  descends  in  deluges  of  show'rs. 
Studious  of  rest  and  warmth,  Ulysses  lies. 
Foreseeing  from  the  first  the  storm  would  rise ; 
In  mere  necessity  of  coat  and  cloak. 
With  artful  preface  to  his  host  he  spoke: 

**  Hear  me,  my  friends !  who  this  good  banquet 
grace : 
'Tis  sweet  to  play  the  fool  in  time  and  place. 
And  wine  can  of  their  wits  the  wise  beguile. 
Make  the  sage  frolic,  and  the  serious  smile. 
The  grave  in  merry  measure  frisk  about. 
And  manv  a  long-repented  word  bring  out. 
Since  to  be  talkative  I  now  commence, 
Let  wit  cast  off  the  sullen  yoke  of  sense. 
Once  I  was  strong  (would  heaven  restore  those 

days,) 
And  with  my  betters  daim'd  a  share  of  praise. 
Ulysses,  Menelaus,  led  forth  a  bandy 
And  join'd  me  with  them  ('twas  their  own  com- 
A  deathful  ambush  for  the  foe  to  lay;  [mand,) 

Beneath  Trov  walls  by  night  we  took  our  way: 
There,  clad  m  arms,  along  the  marshes  spread. 
We  made  the  osier-fringed  bank  our  bed. 
full  soon  the'  inclemency  of  heaven  I  feel. 
Nor  had  these  shoulders  covering,  but  of  steel. 
Sharp  blew  the  north:  snow  whitening  all  the  fields 
Froze  with  the  blast,  and  gathering  glaz'd  our 

shields. 
There  all  but  I,  well  fenc'd  with  cloak  and  vest, 
Lay  cover'd  by  their  ample  ^luelds  at  rest. 

VOL.  xLii.  E  e 


Fool  that  1  was '.  I  left  behind  my  own ;  -^ 

The  skill  of  weilheT  and  of  wiiirts  unknown,        t 
AiaA  ifuiiled  to  my  coit  and  shield  alnne  I  j 

"~"  p_wu  wasted  more  than  half  the  ntgttt. 

faded  al  appriKuhing  light ; 
'd  Uly»*es,  who  was  laid 
and  shivcriDg-,  thus  I  said: 
n  tbU  (irid  1  cannot  lie, 
piticbes,  and  with  cold  I  die. 
■-,m'd  (O  wiseit  of  mankind,) 
who  left  his  doak  behiad.' 

and  answet'd :  (hardly  wakiflg  ytt 
Ind  the  momenlsTy  wit  i 
ell  or  in  council,  or  in  R^hl,  , 

emcT^nce,  and  dcterminM  rigfit) 
_  _  lie  cried,  (soft-Vhispering  in  my  eu) 
,'»  word,  leat  any  GtccIl  may  hear — ' 
(supporting  on  ta»  arm  his  hewd) 
Hear  me,  companions !  (thua  aloud  he  aatd) 
Methiuks  too  distant  rrom  the  fleet  we  lie  :  "i 

E'en  now  a  vision  stood  before  mv  eve,  > 

And  sure  the  warning  vision  was  trom  hi^h:  J 

Let  Irom  among-  u>  some  awitt  courier  riae, 
Haate  to  the  crneral,  and  demand  auppliei.' 

"  Upstarted  Thoaa  straight,  Andrcmon's  soD, 
Nimbly  he  rose,  and  cast  his  garment  down  i 
Instant,  the  racer  vanish'd  off  the  cround; 
That  instant,  in  his  cloak  I  wrapp'd  me  round  : 
And  aafe  1  slept,  till  brightly -da  wninjf  shone 
The  mom,  conspicuous  on  her  golden  throne. 

"  O  were  my  strength  as  then,  as  then  my  age, 
Some  friend  would  fence  me  from  the  winter's  ragt. 


Some  master  or  some  servant  would  allow 
A  cloak  and  vest — but  I  am  nothing  now !" 

■*  Well  hast  thou  /ipoke  (rejoin'd  the'  •ttentira 
Thy  lips  let  fall  no  idle  wordaor  >->>q!        [nndn.} 
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'arment  shalt  thou  want,  nor  aught  beside 
for  the  wandering  suppliant  to  provide. 
I  the  morning  take  thy  clothes  agun, 
ire  one  vest  suffices  every  swain ; 
ange  of  garments  to  our  hinds  is  known : 
hen  retum'd,  the  good  Ulysses*  son 
better  hand  shall  grace  with  fit  attires 
lest,  and  send  thee  where  thy  soul  desires.** 
*  honest  herdsman  rose,  as  this  he  said, 
irew  before  the  hearth  the  stranger's  bed: 
eecy  spoils  of  sheep,  a  goal's  rough  hide, 
reads:  and  adds  a  mantle  thick  and  wide: 
store  to  heap  above  him,  and  below, 
Uard  each  quarter  as  the  tempests  blow, 
lay  the  king,  and  all  the  rest  supine ; 
lit  the  careful  master  of  the  swine : 
hasted  he  to  tend  his  bristly  care : 
arm'd,  and  fenc'd  against  nocturnal  ur; 
eighty  .falchion  o'er  his  shoulder  tied: 
laggy  cloak  a  mountain  goat  supplied: 
his  broad  spear,  the  dread  of  dogs  and  men, 
eks  his  lodging  in  the  rocky  den. 
:  to  the  tusky  herd  he  bends  his  way, 
e,  screen'd  from  Bor«as,  high  o'er-arch'd  they 
lay. 
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Now  liad  Minerva  reach'd  those  ample  plaint, 
Fa:in'd  for  the  dance,  where  Menelalis  reigns. 
Anxious  she  fiies  to  great  Ulysses'  heir. 
His  instant  voyage  challenged  all  her  care. 
Beneath  the  royal  portico  displayed. 
With  Nestor's  son,  Telemachus  was  liud: 
In  sleep  profound  the  son  of  Nestor  lies; 
Not  thine,  Ulysses !  care  unseal'd  his  eyes: 
Kestless  he  griev'd,  with  various  fears  opprcss'd, 
And  all  tliy  fortunes  roll*d  within  his  breast. 
When,  "  O  Telamachus !  (the  goddess  said) 
Too  long  in  vain,  too  widely  hast  thou  stray'd  : 
Thus  leaving  careless  thy  paternal  right 
The  robbers'  prize,  the  prey  to  lawless  might. 
On  fond  pursuits  neglecmd  while  you  roam. 
E'en  now  the  hand  of  rapine  sacks  the  dome. 
Hence  to  Atrides;  and  his  leave  implore 
To  launch  tliy  vessel  for  thy  natal  shore : 
Fly,  whilst  thy  mother  virtuous  yet  withstands 
Her  kindred's  wishes,  and  her  sire's  commands. 
Through  both,  Eui^machus  pursues  the  dame ; 
And  with  the  noblest  gif^s  asserts  his  claim. 
Hence  therefore,  while  thy  stores  thy  own  remain, 
Thou  know'st  the  practice  of  the  female  trainj 
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Lost  in  the  children  of  the  present  spouse,     ,  Ji 
Thev  ilig-ht  the  pledges  of  their  fomier  vovi^S 
rrheit  tuve  is  alwa.ya  with  the  lover  psist ;        ^H 
Still  the  succeeding  dame  eipels  the  last.     ^  ^J 
I,et  o'er  thy  ha\ae  some  chosen  miud  preside 
Till  beaven  decrees  to  bless  ihee  in  a  biide. 
But  now  thy  mure  stientive  ears  incline  ; 
■Obsen-e  the  WHrnings  of  a  power  dit-tne  : 
For  thee  their  sniires  the  suitor  lords  shall  ky 
^  In  SBtnoa'  sands,  or  slraiu  of  Ithaca : 
To  seize  thy  life  shall  lurk  the  munlerous  bwuli 
Ere  yet  thy  foolateps  press  thy  iistive  land. 

~So sooner  for  their  riot  and  their  luat 

All  covering'  earth  shall  bury  deep  in  dust! 
Tlien  distant  from  tlie  scatter'd  i^ands  steer. 
Not  let  the  night  retard  thy  full  career  j 
Thy  heavenlj  piardian  sliall  instruct  the  ^alci 
To  smooth  thy  passage,  and  supply  thy  it-'-  -     * 
And  when  at  Ithaca  thy  Isifaour  enda. 
Send  to  the  town  thy  vessel  with  thy  friend 
But  seek  thou  first  the  master  nf  the  swine, 
(For  still  to  thee  his  loyal  thoughts  incline) 
There  pass  the  night:  While  he  his  courie  piuia 
To  bring  Penelope  the  with'd-Air  news. 
That  thou  safe  sailing  fron)  the  Pylian  atnud  .. 
Art  come  to  bless  her  In  thj  mttlve  had." 

Thus  spoke  the  goddeasi  and  reram'd'lMr  ffiglt. 
To  the  pure  regions  of  eternal  liriit. 
Meanwhile  Piwstratus  he  gently  shakei^ 
And  with  these  words  the  Numbering  youth awlkHi 

"  Rise,  son  of  Nestor  !  for  the  rowl  preparti 
And  join  the  hamess'd  coursers  to  the  cw,"         '• 
*■  What  cause  (he  cried)  can  jiutify  our  Si^  ' 
To  tempt  the  dangers  of  forbidding  lufffatf 
Here  wait  we  rather,  till  apprcMchiiig  daj 
Shallpronipt  our  speed,  and  pwnt  the  readf  «V* 
Not  think  of  flight  before  the  Spartan  low 
Slull  Ud  bfcwell,  and  bounteottt  prei^^a 
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Gifts,  which,  to  distant  ag-es  safely  stor'd, 

The  sacred  act  of  friendship  shall  record."    [east. 

Thus  he.     But  wlien  tlie  dawn  bestreak'd  the 
The  king  from  Helen  rose,  and  sou^t  liis  g^cst. 
As  soon  as  his  approach  the  hero  knew. 
The  splendid  mantle  round  him  first  he  threw. 
Then  o'er  his  ample  shoulders  whirPd  tlie  cloak. 
Respectful  met  the  monarch,  and  bespoke: 

••  Hail,  g^eat  Atrides,  favour*d  of  high  Jove  ! 
Let  not  thy  friends  in  vain  for  license  move. 
Swift  let  us  measure  back  the  watery  way. 
Nor  check  our  speed,  impatient  of  delay?' 

"  If  with  desire  so  strong  thy  bosom  glows, 
111  (s£ud  the  king)  should  1  thy  wish  oppose ; 
For  oft  in  others  freely  I  reprove, 
The  ill-tim'd  efforts  of  officious  love ; 
Who  love  too  much,  hate  in  the  like  extreme. 
And  both  the  golden  mean  alike  condemn. 
Alike  he  thwarts  the  hospitable  end. 
Who  drives  the  free,  or  stays  the  hasty  friend ; 
True  friendship's  laws  are  by  this  rule  express'd. 
Welcome  the  coming,  speed  the  parting  guest. 
Yet  stay,  my  friends,  and  in  your  chariot  take 
The  noblest  presents  that  our  love  can  make ; 
Meantime  comnut  we  to  our  women's  care 
Some  choice  domestic  viands  to  prepare: 
The  traveller,  rising  from  the  banquet  gay, 
Bludes  the  labours  of  the  tedious  way. 
Then  if  a  wider  course  shall  rather  please 
Tlirough  spacious  Argos,  and  the  realms  of  Greece, 
Atrides  in  his  chariot  shall  attend; 
Himself  thy  convoy  to  each  royal  friend. 
No  prince  will  let  Ulysses'  heir  remove 
Without  some  pledge,  some  monument  of  love: 
These  will  the  caldron,  these  the  tripod  give. 
From  those  the  well-pair'd  mules  we  shall  re- 
ceive. 
Or  bowl  emboss'd  whose  golden  figures  live. 


» 
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To  whom  the  youth.  For  prudence  f;im'i],  repUed: 
"  O  monarch,  care  of  heaven  !  thy  people's  pride! 
Ko  friend  in  Itli»e»  my  place  Guppliesi 
No  powerful  hinds  are  there,  no  watclrfiil  eyes: 
My  sloreB  expoa'd,  and  fenceles}  ho'nc:,  dcntuid 
Tlie  speediest  soccour  from  my  ^uilla.n  huidt 
Lest  in  a  search  too  sniioue  ami  too  vain 
Of  one  lost  joy,  I  lose  what  j'et  Fem»in." 

His  purpeee  when  the  generous  vatrior  he»c|, 
He  chare'd  the  houMehotd  cates  to  be  preparM. 
.  Now  with  the  dawn,  fram  his  adjoining  borne, 
TVfls  Boethadea  EteoneiB  come; 
8wiit  as  the  word  he  forms  the  piling  blaze. 
And  o'er  the  coaJs  the  Binoking  (ragrnents  lays. 
Meantime  the  kln^,  Ms  aon,  and  Helen,  went 
Where  the  rich  wardrobe  brealh'd  a  costly  scent 
The  king  selected  from  the  gljtterinfr  rowa  . 

A  bowli  the  prince  a  bIIvct  betkfr  riin^^.      ^^J 
The  beauleouB  queen         ..1^  M  .  .    'tul(^^^| 

Her  various  tcxtur.-5^..f  .       ^^| 

And  chose  the  htfgeatj  with  no  vulgar  art 
Her  own  fair  hands  embroider'd  evei;  put:        ' 
Benecth  the  rett  it  I*;  divinely  biigliv 
Like  radiant  Heaper  o'er  the  ^iDi  of  nlriit. 
Then  with  each  gitt  tbey  b»«ten'd  tb  tbar  SWi^ 
And  thus  the  Ung  Ulyises'  heir  addrei^d : 

"  Since  fix'd  are  thy  retotrea,  nwythiuideriii(Mn 
With  bappieat  omens  thy  denrea  apprare  I 
This  silver  bowl,  whose  coatly  numins  ihiiM  ' 
Enchaa'd  with  gold,  this  valued  pA  bowmne: 
To  me  this  present,  of  Vulcatuan  fhune, 
From  Sidon's  hospitable  monarch  came  i 
To  thee  we  now  coaiign  the  precioua  lotd* 
The  pride  of  kings,  and  labour  i^a  god." 

Then  gave  the  eup:  while  HegapCDtbe*  bfai|^. 
Hie  mlver  vase  with  living  sculpttue  WTOvght. 
'  lite  beauteous  queen,  advancing  next,  ^Bm^yl) 
Tlie  ihrninj:  veil,  and  thus  endeariaf  Mod : 
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**  Accept,  dear  youth,  this  monument  of  love, 
Long^  since,  in  better  days,  by  Helen  wove : 
Safe  in  thy  mother's  care  the  vesture  lay. 
To  deck  Uiy  pride,  and  grace  thy  nuptisJ  day. 
Meantime  may'st  thou  with  happiest  speed  regain 
Thy  stately  palace,  and  thy  wide  domain." 

She  said,  and  gave  the  veil: — with  grateful  look 
The  prince  the  variegated  present  took. 
And  now,  when  through  the  royal  dome  they  pass'd. 
High  on  a  throne  the  king  each  stranger  plac'd. 
A  golden  ewer  the'  attendant  damsel  brings. 
Replete  witli  water  from  the  crystal  springs ; 
With  copious  streams  the  shining  vase  supplies 
A  silver  laver  of  capacious  size. 
They  wash.    The  tables  in  fair  order  spread. 
The  fflittering"  canisters  are  crown'd  with  bread ; 
Tianus  of  various  kinds  allure  the  taste. 
Of  choicest  sort  and  savour;  rich  repast ! 
IVhile  Eteoncus  portions  out  tlie  shares, 
Atrides'  son  the  purple  draught  prepares. 
And  now  (each  sated  with  the  genial  feast, 
And  the  short  rage  of  thirst  and  hunger  ceas'd) 
Ulysses'  son,  with  his  illustrious  friend. 
The  horses  join,  the  polish'd  car  ascend: 
Along  the  court  the  nery  steeds  rebound, 
And  me  wide  portal  echoes  to  the  sound. 
The  king  precedes;  a  bowl  with  fragrant  wine 
(Libation  destin'd  to  the  powers  divine) 
His  right  hand  held:  before  the  steeds  he  stands. 
Then,  mix'd  with  prayers,  he  utters  these  com- 
mands: 
*•  Farewell  and  prosper,  youths ! — let  Nestor  know 
What  grateful  thoughts  still  in  this  bosom  glow. 
For  all  the  proofs  of  his  paternal  care. 
Through  the  long  dangers  of  the  ten  years'  war." 

**  Ah  !  doubt  not  our  report  (the  prince  rejoin'd) 
Of  all  the  virtues  of  thy  generous  mind. 


And  oh !  retiim'd,  might  wc  Ulysses  mprt  ? 
'I'o  him  tl\y  presents  Aow,  tliy  words  i-cpcal  r 
How  will  each,  speech  hia  grateful  wonder  raj«^ 
How  will  each  pft  indulge  us  in  thy  pnuBcf"  , 
Scarct:  ended  thuB  the  prince,  when  on  thra 
Advanc'd  the  bird  of  Jovei  aiiipicious  aglitl4 
A  loilk-wlute  fowl  hU  clenchinjf  talona  biire,V 
With  care  domestic  punpcr'd  at  the  flnor.    4 

la  bolemn  speed  the  bird  majestic  flew  9 

Fill!  (IcKler  to  the  car !  the  prosperous  si^it^ 
i'ill'd  every  breast  with  wonder  &nd  deli^it^ 
But  Neslor's  son  the  cheerful  silence  broke,  "* 
And  in  these  words  tile  Spoi-lan  chief  bespiike; 
"  S»j  if  to  ua  the  gods  these  omens  send. 
Or  fiitcs  peculiar  to  thj'self  portend  f" 
Whilst  yet  the  monarch  pau^'il,  with  doubu  i 

The  lieaiiteous  queen  reliev'J  his  Inbourinf;  bro 
'■II<::ir  me  (she  cried)  Hi  whom  Hie  gods  b! 
pven 
To  read  this  sign,  and  rnystic  senile  of  h«arcn. 
As  thus  the  plumy  sovereign  of  the  air 
Left  on  the  mountain's  brow  hia  callow  care, 
And.  wandeF*d  thronj^  the  wide  etJicTeal  wn 
To  pour  hia  wrath  on  yon  loTurious  prey; 
So  ^lall  thy  godlike  &ther,  toss'd  in  vain 
Throi^h  all  the  dangers  of  the  boundleas  muB, 


"  Oh  <  if  this  prtin)i8*d  bliss  by  thandertng  Jot 
(The  prince  replied]  stand  fii'd  in  fate  above; 
To  thee,  a*  to  some  god,  I'll  temples  raise. 
And  crown  thy  altars  with  a  coatlv  bbtze." 

He  said ;  and,  bending  o'et  his  chariot,  tvng 
Athwart  the  fiejy  steeds  the  smarting  tiiong; 
The  bounding  abafta  upon  the  hameas  phy. 
Till  night  descending  intercepts  die  way.  * 
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ocles,  at  Pherac,  they  repair, 
Q  boasted  sire  was  sacred  Alpheus'  heir; 
iiim  all  nig^ht  the  youthful  strangers  stay'd, 
und  the  hospitable  rites  unpaid, 
•on  as  morning,  from  her  onent  bed,* 
ng'd  the  mountains  with  her  earliest  red, 
jom'd  the  steeds,  and  on  the  chariot  sprung*; 
razen  portals  in  their  passage  rung, 
los  soon  they  came:  when  thus  begun 
:stor's  heir  Ulysses'  gtxilike  son : 
not  Pisistratus  in  vain  be  press'd, 
iconsenting  hear  his  friend's  request ; 
end  by  long  hereditary  claim, 
9  his  equal,  and  in  years  the  same, 
ther  from  our  vessel,  L  implore, 
ourses  drive ;  but  lash  them  to  the  shore . 
ng  thy  father  would  his  friend  detain; 
1  his  profrer*d  kindness,  urg'd  in  vain." 
hero  paus'd,  and  ponder'd  this  request, 
love  and  duty  wair'd  within  his  breast, 
gth  resolv'd,  he  turn'd  his  ready  hand, 
sh'd  his  panting  coursers  to  the  strand, 
while  within  tlie  poop  with  care  he  stor'd 
gal  presents  of  tlie  Spartan  lord ; 
.  speed  be  gone  (said  he,)  call  every  mate, 
t  to  Nestor  I  the  tale  relate, 
le,  the  fervour  of  his  generous  heart 
i  no  repulse,  nor  could'st  thou  soon  depart  j 
If  will  seek  thee  here,  nor  wilt  thou  find, 
ds  alone,  the  Pylian  monarch  kind, 
len  arriv'd  he  thy  return  shall  know, 
dll  his  breast  wiUi  honest  fury  glow  ?" 
dd,  the  sounding  strokes  his  horses  fire, 
►on  he  reach 'd  the  palace  of  his  sire. 
>w  C cried  Telemachus)  with  speedy  care 
;very  sail,  and  every  oar  prepare." 
ks  the  word  his  willing  mates  obey, 
)ize  their  seats,  impatient  for  the  sea. 
:..  XLII.  F  f 
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Hon^ine  the  prince  with  sacrifice  &dore> 
Minerva,  and  her  guardiui  wd  imploreai 
When  lo !  a  wretch  ran  breithless  to  the  stiore. 
New  from  his  crime,  and  reeting  yet  with  gore; 
A  seer  he  waa,  from  great  Melampua  sprung,      -f," 
Mclainpua,  who  in  Fyloa  floiiritih'd  long,  'WM 

Till,  urg'd  by  wrongs,  a  foreign  reatm  be  choMt^H 
Far  from  tlie  hateful  ca.uae  of  uU  hia  woes.  ^^ 

Neltus  his  treasures  one  long  year  dEtainsj 
As  lon^,  he  groan'd  in  PhyliiouB's  cliainii: 
Meantime,  whi.t  an^ish  and  what  rage  combin'i^ 


nmg. 


To  Pylaa  drove  the  lowing  henis  along': 
Then  {Neltus  vanquish'd,  and  consign'd  the 
To  BiB»'  arms)  he  uoi^tlit  a  foreign  air,- 
Argoa  the  rich  for  his  retreat  ht  chose. 
There  form'd  his  empire;  there  his  puUce 
From  him  Antiphatcs  and  Haittiua  G»nte :  ■ 

The  first  begot  Oi'cleus  great  in  fiune,  V 

And  he  Amphiaraiis,  immoriul  name '.  \ 

The  people's  saviour,  and  ilivinely  wise,  T 

Bclov'd  by  Jove,  snd  him  who  gilds  the  skies,     > 
Yetahorthisdiiteof  lift  !  by  female  pjide  he  dies.  J 
From  Mantiiii,  filitua:  whom  Aurora's  love 
Snatch'il  for  his  beauty  to  the  thrones  above: 
And  Polyphides;  on  whom  J-Jiciibus  alione 
With  fiilleal  rays,  Amphiarana  now  gone: 
In  Hyperesia's  groves  he  maile  abcide. 
And  taught  mankind  the  counsels  of  d)«  god. 
From  him  sprung  Thcoclymenus,  who  found 
(The  aacred  wine  yet  foaming  on  the  groimd) 
Telemachui:  whom,  as  to  heaven  he  pres.'^'d 
Hia  ardent  vows,  the  stranger  thus  address'd: 

"  O  thou  I  that  dost  thy  happy  coune  prepu 
With  pure  libations,  and  with  solemn  pray'ri 
By  that  dread  power  to  whom  thy  vows  are  pi 
By  all  the  Uvea  of  these  ;  thy  own  dear  head) 
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Declare,  sincerely,  to  no  foe's  demand. 
Thy  name,  thy  lineage,  and  paternal  land." 

*•  Prepare  then  (said  Telemachus)  to  know 
A  tale  from  falsehood  free,  not  free  from  wo. 
From  Ithaca,  of  royal  birth,  I  came. 
And  great  Ulysses  (ever  honour'd  name !) 
Was  once  my  sire:  though  now  for  ever  lost 
In  Stygian  gloom  he  gliaes  a  pensive  g'host ! 
Whose  fate  inquiring,  through  the  world  we  rove ; 
The  last,  the  wretched  proof  of  filial  love." 

The  stranger  then:  "Nor  shaU  I  aught  conceal. 
But  the  dire  secret  of  my  fate  reveal. 
Of  my  own  tribe  an  Argive  wretch  I  slew; 
Whose  powerful  friends  the  luckless  deed  pursue 
With  unrelenting  rage,  and  force  from  home 
The  blood-stain'd  exile,  ever  doomed  to  roam, 
But  bear,  O  bear  me  o'er  yon  azure  flood ; 
Receive  the  suppliant !  spare  my  destin*d  blood !" 

**  Stranger  (replied  the  prince)  securely  rest 
Affianc'd  in  our  faith:  henceforth  our  guest." 
Thus  affable,  Ulysses'  godlike  heir 
Takes  from  the  stranger's  hand  the  glittering  spear: 
He  climbs  the  ship,  ascends  the  stem  with  haste. 
And  by  his  side  the  guest  accepted  plac'd. 
The  chief  his  orders  g^ves:  the'  obedient  band 
With  due  observance  wait  thexhief 's  command : 
With  speed  the  mast  they  rear,  with  speed  unbind 
The  spacious  sheet,  and  stretch  it  to  the  wind. 
Minerva  calls;  the  ready  gales  obey 
With  rapid  speed  to  whirl  them  o'er  the  sea. 
Crunus  they  pass'd,  next  Chalcis  roll'd  away. 
When  thickening  darkness  clos'd  the  doubtful  dayj 
The  silver  Phaea's  ghttering  rills  they  lost. 
And  gkimm'd  along  by  £Us'  sacred  coast. 
Then  cautious  through  the  rocky  reaches  wind^ 
And  turning  sudden,  shun  the  death  design'd. 

Meantime  the  king,  Eumxus,  and  the  rest, 
Sat  in  the  cottage,  at  their  rural  feadt : 
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The  bftiiguet  pMU  wid  Mtiate  eyti7  MM, 
To  try  bS  hott  UqnMt  tlius  bMm  i 
<<  Yet  one  niglit  mof^t  my  ftiendi^  kididf»  few 

fiieett 
purpoee  In  your  wille  to  AMI  I 
To-morrow  for  mytelr  I  muit  pforldo» 
And  only  Mk  your  counsel  and  ft  gumi 
Patient  to  foam  the  itreet»  by  Immumt  ledf 
And  MeM  the  Mendly  hand  that  mea  im  htmti. 
There  in  Ulyaiea'  roof  I  may  Mbio 
Ulyasee*  wanderinga  to  hb  royal  matoi    * 
Or,  msnglinfl^  with  the  iuitotr  bauglMf  Italflb 
Not  uncfoaerving.  aomo  aupport  oMi^    • 
Hermea  to  me  nia  rarioua  phB  lmpart% 
Patron  of  Induitry  and  mamial  «lat 
Pew  oan  with  me  in  dextfroaa  worfca  oowtaad^ 
The  pyre  to  build*  the  alubbomoalito  Mfldf 
To  turn  the  taateifal  viand  o'er  th»  Aaoiei 
Or  foam  the  goblet  with  a  purple  atrram. 
Such  are  the  Xymkn  of  men  of  mean  extAte, 
Whom  forturxr  doomit  to  fiervc  the  rich  and  great/' 

**  Alan  !  (KtimseiiN  with  a  Mgh  rctjoinM) 
Kow  upnmi^  a  thought  no  nioiiMtrouM  in  thy  mind? 
If  ort  tfiat  gofllem  race  ihr>ii  wotild'Nt  attend. 
Fate  oweff  thee  mire  a  minerahle  ctul ! 
Their  wrongn  and  blaifpherniefi  aMcend  the  aky. 
And  pull  dexceiiding  vengeance  from  on  iiigti. 
Nolfiiich,  my  fViend,  the  Hervanti*  of  their  finuitt 
A  blooming'  train  in  rich  embroidery  drewi'd* 
With  eartli'w  whole  tribute  the  briglit  table  bendff 
Atul  Mmiling  round  cehrMtial  youth  attend*. 
Stay  then:  no  eye  ankancf  beholds  thee  hercf 
Hwect  in  thy  converge  to  each  mjcial  ear; 
Well  picaA'd,  and  plcuMing,  in  our  cottage  reit. 
Till  good  'fVleniachuM  accepiw  hifi  giicMt 
With  genial  giftH,  and  chaugf  of  fair  attireHi 
And  Mtfe  conveys  thee  where  thy  toui  Ueairet.^ 
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To  him  the  man  of  woes: — «  O  mcious  Jove ! 
Reward  this  stranger's  hospitable  love. 
Who  knows  the  son  of  sorrow  to  reheve. 
Cheers  the  sad  heart,  nor  lets  aiHiction  grieve. 
Of  all  the  ills  unhappy  mortals  know, 
A  life  of  wanderings  is  the  greatest  wo: 
On  all  their  weary  ways  wait  care  and  pain, 
And  pine  and  penury,  a  meagre  train. 
To  such  a  man  since  harbour  you  afford. 
Relate  the  further  fortunes  of  your  lord; 
What  cares  his  mother's  tender  breast  engagCj 
And  sire  forsaken  on  the  verge'  of  age; 
Beneath  the  dun  prolong  they  yet  their  bres^th. 
Or  range  the  house  of  darkness  and  of  death  ?" 

To  whom  the  swain:  "Attend  what  you  inquire: 
Laertes  lives,  the  miserable  sire; — 
Lives,  but  implores  of  every  power  to  lay 
The  burden  down,  and  wishes  for  the  day. 
Tom  from  his  offspring  in  the  eve  of  hfe, 
Tom  from  the*  emoraces  of  his  tender  wife. 
Sole,  and  all  comfortless,  he  wastes  away 
Old  age,  untimely  posting  ere  his  day. 
She  too,  sad  mother !  for  Ulysses  lost 
Pin'd  out  her  bloom,  and  vanish'd  to  a  ghost. 
(So  dire  a  fate,  ye  righteous  gods !  avert. 
From  every  friendly,  every  feeling  heart !) 
While  yet  she  was,  though  clouded  o'er  with  g^ief. 
Her  pleasing  converse  minister'd  relief: 
With  Climene,  her  youngest  daughter,  bred. 
One  roof  contain'd  us,  and  one  table  fed. 
But  when  the  softly  stealing  pace  of  time 
Crept  on  from  childhood  into  youthful  prime. 
To  Samos'  isle  she  sent  the  wedded  fair; 
Me  to  the  fields,  to  tend  the  mral  care; 
Array'd  in  garments  her  own  hands  had  wove. 
Nor  less  the  darling  object  of  her  love. 
Her  hapless  death  my  brighter  days  o'ercast, 
Yet  Providence  deserts  me  not  at  last ; 

Ff2 


Hj  present  labours  food  and  drink  nrooiii^ii^^^H 
And  more,  the  pbiLsure  to  rclJEve  tlie  puor.^^H 
'Snnill  a  the  comfort  from  Uie  i^ucen  to  Uesr^^H 
'Dnwelcome  ncwa,  or  vex  the  royal  ciw;         -'^^ 
Blank  Had  dijtcimnteninc'd  tlie  servailln  xtknd. 
Nop  dare  to  question  where  the  proud  ctimniand. 
Wo  profit  apnngs  beneath  usurping  pow'rs  : 
'Wa.ni  feeds  not  there  where  luiuiy  devouraj 
XoT  harbaitrs  eharitj'  %Fliere  riot  reigns: 
J'roud  are  the  lor(Ia,'uid  wretched  are  the  swains." 
'    llie  sulfenne  clwef  atlhis  beguii  to  Tnelt : — 
"And,  oh  Kumaus'-  thou  (he  criesl  haat  felt 


B»Btch'd  from  thy  parents'  arms,  tiiy  purents'  ejey 
To  early  wiints  !  a  man  of  miseriea ! 

,  ''Sliy  wliolc  sud  atoiy,  froin  ha  Rrst,  declare : 

''Bonk  the  ^r  city  by  the  ragv  of  War, 
"Where  once  thy  parents  dwelt  ?  or  did  Ihey  kwji. 
In  humbler  lif^.  the  lon'ing  herds  and  sbrcp  ' 
So  left  perhipa  to  tend  the  fleecy  tndn,  (maiRf 
Rude  pitatea  seiz'd,  and  ahipp'd  thee  o'er  fte 
Boom'd  a  fair  prize  to  grace  some  ptinee'a  bcMrd, 
The  worthy  purchase  of  afopeijpi  lord," 

"  If  then  my  fortunes  can  delight  my  fiiei4 
A  «ory,  frmtiut  of  events,  attend;    ■ 
Another's  sorrow  may  the  ear  enjoy; 
And  wine  the  lengthen'd  intervau  emploj. 
Long  nights  the  now  decKning  yew  bestom : 
A  part  we  consecrate  to  soft  repoae ; 
A  part  in  pleasing  taJk  we  entertain, 
Tor  too  much  rest  itself  becomes  a  pain. 
Let  those,  whom  sleep  inrites,  tbe  oU  ob^, 
llteir  cares  resuming  with  the  dawning^  d^: 
Here  let  us  feast ; — and  to  the  feast  be  jiMu'd 
Wscourse,  the  sweeter  banquet  of  the  ir'-* 
Review  the  series  of  our  lives,  Uid  — '  ~ 
'Hie  melancholy  Joy  of  evib  past: 
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For  he  who  much  has  suffered,  much  will  know; 
And  pleased  remembrance  buUds  delight  on  wo, 

"  Above  Ortygia  lies  an  isle  of  fame, 
Far  hence  remote,  and  Syria  is  the  name: 
(There  curious  eyes  inscribed  with  wonder  trace 
The  sun's  diurnal  and  his  annual  race) 
Not  larg^y  but  fruitful;  stor'd  with  g^rass  to  keep 
The  bellowing  oxen,  and  the  bleating  sheep. 
Her  sloping  hills  the  mantling  vines  adorn. 
And  her  rich  valleys  wave  with  golden  corn. 
No. want,  no  famine,  the  glad  natives  know. 
Nor  sink  by  sickness  to  &e  shades  below: 
But  when  a  length  of  years  unnerves  the  strong, 
Apollo  comes,  and  Cynthia  comes  along; 
They  bend  the  silver  bow  with  tender  skill. 
And  void  of  pain  the  silent  arrows  kill. 
Two  equal  tribes  tliis  fertile  land  divide. 
Where  two  fair  cities  rise  with  equal  pride. 
But  both  m  constant  peace  one  prince  obey. 
And  Ctesius  there,  my  father,  holds  the  sway. 
Freighted,  it  seems,  with  toys  of  every  sort, 
A  ship  of  Sidon  anchored  in  our  port; 
What  time  it  chanc'd  the  palace  entertained. 
Skilled  in  rich  works,  a  woman  of  their  land. 
This  nymph,  where  anchored  the  Phoenician  train, 
To  wash  her  robes  descending  to  the  main, 
A  smooth-tongued  sailor  won  her  to  his  mind; 
(For  love  deceives  the  best  of  womankind) 
A  sudden  trust  from  sudden  liking  g^w; 
She  told  her  name,  her  race,  and  aU  she  knew. 
*  I  too  (she  cried)  from  glorious  Sidon  came. 
My  father  Arybas,  of  wealthy  fame; 
But  snatch'd  by  pirates  from  my  native  place. 
The  Taphians  sold  me  to  this  man's  embrace.'  ^ 

•  Haste  then  (the  false  designing  youth  replied) 
Haste  to  thy  country:  love  shall  be  thy  guide : 
Haste  to  thy  father's  house,  thy  fathei^s  breast ; 
For  still  he  lives,  and  Uves  witii  riches  bless'd.' 


iiiA  in  h*'  n*""'      J  diiritcn »         tides 
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Six  calmy  days  and  six  smooth  nights  we  sail. 
And  constant  Jove  supplied  the  gentle  gale. 
The  seventh,  the  fraudful  wretch  (no  cause  de- 
Touch'd  by  Diana's  vengeful  airow  died,     [scried) 
Down^ dropped  the  caitiff  corpse,  a  worthless^ 
load,  ( 

Down  to  the  deep;  there  roll'd  the  future  food   J 
Of  fierce  sea-wolves,  and  monsters  of  the  flood.  J 
An  helpless  infant,  I  remained  behind : 
Thence  borne  to  Ithaca  by  wave  and  wind; 
Sold  to  Laertes  by  divine  command. 
And  now  adopted  to  a  foreign  land." 

To  him  the  king:  "  Reciting  thus  thy  cares. 
My  secret  soul  in  all  thy  sorrow  shares : 
But  one  choice  blessing  (such  is  Jove's  high  will) 
Has  sweeten'd  all  thy  bitter  draught  or  ill: 
Tom  from  thy.  country  to  no  hapkss  end. 
The  gods  have,  in  a  master,  given  a  friend. 
Whatever  frugal  nature  needs  is  thine, 
(For  she  needs  little)  daily  bread  and  wine. 
While  I,  so  many  wanderings  past  and  woes. 
Live  but  on  what  thy  poverty  bestows." 

So  pass'd  in  pleasing  dialogue  away 
The  night:  then  down  to  short  repose  they  lay 
Till  radiant  rose  the  messenger  of  day. 
While  in  the  port  of  Ithaca,  the  band 
Of  younff  Telemachus  approached  the  land; 
Their  sails  they  loos'd,  they  lash'd  the  mast  aside, 
And  cast  their  anchors,  and  the  cables  tied: 
Then,  on  the  breezy  shore  descending,  join 
In  grateful  banquet  o'er  the  rosy  wine. 
When  thus  the  prince:   "Now  each  his  course 
I  to  the  fields,  and  to  the  city  you.  [pursue ; 

Long  absent  hence,  I  dedicate  this  day 
My  swains  to  visit,  and  the  works  survey. 
Expect  me  with  the  mom,  to  pay  the  skies 
Our  debt  of  safe  return,  in  feast  and  sacrifice." 
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Then  Theoclymenua:  "  But  who  shaj]  lend, 
Meantime,  protection  to  thy  sWwiper-frieml  > 
Straight  to  the  queen  and  pakce  shall  I  fly; 
Or,  yet  more  distant,  to  some  lord  apply  ! 

The  prince   return'd: — "  Renown'd  in  ilv>  nl 
Has  stood  our  father's  hospitable  doon  u«K 

No  other  roof  a  atran^r  should  receive, 
Kor  other  hands  than  ours  the  welcome  give- 
But  iti  my  absence  riot  fills  the  place: 
Nor  bears  the  modest  queen  s  stmnger's  fecc; 
Tram  noiseful  revel  fer  remote  she  lliesj 
But  rarely  seen,  or  seen  with  weeping'  eyes. 

JSo let  Eurymacbus  receive  my  guettj 

Of  nature  courteous,  and  hy  far  the  best; 
Be  vans  the  queen  vilh  more  rcspectfiil  fiuDC, 
And  emulates  her  fortner  husband's  fame. 
With  what  success,  'tis  Jove's  alone  to  know. 
And  the  hop'd  nuptiah  lutn  to  joy  or  wo." 

Thlu  speaking,  on  the  li^ht  up  taai'd  in  ur 
The  hank,  Apollo's  swift-wing^d  mcssen^r; 
His  deathful  pounces  lore  a  trembhn^  dove  : 
The  clotted  feathers,  scatler'd  from  ibove. 
Between  the  hero  and  the  vessel  pour 
Thick  plumage,  mingled  with  a  san^ine  show'r. 

The'  observing  augur  took  the  prtnce  ande, 
Seii'd  by  the  hand,  and  (hua  prophetic  cried; 
"  VOTi  bird  that  dexter  cuts  the'  aerial  road. 
Rose  ominous,  nor  flies  without  a  god ! — 
Ho  race  but  thine  shall  Ithaca  obey  : 
To  thine,  for  ages,  heaven  decrees  the  sway." 
"  Succeed  the  omen,  gods  I  (the  youth  rejoin'd) 
Soon  shall  my  bounties  speak  a  giatefiil  mindi 
Andsoon  each  envied  happiness  attend 
The  man  who  calls  Telemachus  his  friend." 
Then  to  Peirjeus :  "  Thou  whom  time  has  pror'd 
A  faithful  servant,  by  thy  prince  belov'd  ! 
Till  we  returning  shall  our  guest  demand. 
Accept  this  charge,  with  honour,  M  our  hkud." 
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To  this  Peiraus :  "  Joyful  I  obey ; 
Well  pleas'd  the  hospitable  rites  to  pa.y. 
The  presence  of  thy  gtiest  shall  best  reward 
(If  long  thy  stay)  the  absence  ^of  my  lord." 

With  that,  their  anchors  he  commands  to  weigh, 
Mount  the  tall  bark  and  launch'  into  the  sea. 
All  with  obedient  haste  forsake  the  shores. 
And  plac'd  in  order,  spread  their  equal  oars. 
Then  from  the  deck  the  prince  his  sandals  takes ; 
Pois'd  in  his  hand  the  pointed  javelin  shakes.    ^ 
They  part ;  whUe,  lessening  from  the  hero's  view, 
Swin  to  the  town  the  well-row'd  g^alley  flew : 
The  hero  trod  the  margin  of  the  main. 
And  reach'd  the  mansion  of  his  f aithfid  swain. 
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THE  STSCOYEBT  OF  ULTSSES  TO  TELXMACHVS. 

TEI.EMACHUS  arriving  at  the  lodge  of  Eiimsni8,aciicb  him  to 
carry  Penelope  the  news  of  his  retnni.  Minenra  appeariaglo 
Uljues,  commands  him  to  diseorer  himself  to  hu  son.  Thr 

Ennces,  who  had  lain  inambush  tointerorptTekanachoiiB 
is  way,  their  project  bong  defeated,  return  to  Itbact* 
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Soon  as  the  morning  blushed  along*  the  plains^ 
Ulysses  and  the  monarch  of  the  swains 
Awake  the  sleeping  fires,  their  meal  prepare. 
And  forth  to  pasture  send  the  bristly  care. 
The  prince's  near  approach  the  dog^  descry. 
And,  fawning  round  his  feet,  confess  their  joy. 
Their  gentle  blan(Ushment  flie  king  survey'd. 
Heard  his  resounding  step,  and  instant  said: 

**  Some  well-known  friend,  Eumseus !  bends  this 
way; 
4Sis  steps  I  hear;  the  dogs  familiar  play." 

While  yet  he  spoke,  the  prince  advancing  drew 
Nigh  to  the  lodge,  and  now  appear'd  in  view. 
Transported  from  his  seat  Eumxus  sprlmg, 
Dropt  the  full  bowl,  and  round  his  bosom  hung; 
Kissing  his  cheek,  his  hand,  while  from  his  eye 
The  tears  rain'd  copious  in  a  shower  of  joy. 
As  some  fond  sire  who  ten  long  winters  g^eves. 
From  foreign  climes  an  only  spn  receives, 
(Child  of  his  age)  with  strong  paternal  joy 
Forward  he  springs,  and  clasps  the  favourite  boy: 
So  round  the  youth  his  arms  Eumseus  spread. 
As  if  the  gprave  had  given  him  from  the  dead. 

"  And  is  it  thou,  my  ever-dear  delight ! 
Oh  art  thou  come  to  bless  my  longing  sight  ^ 


VvTta,  I  ii«TM  Ih^  to  ntm 


-eiclaims  the  prii  _.._. 

For  me,  this  hoiue  ahall  find  an  humbler  plcoe:    ■ 
To'  usurp  the  honours  due  to  silver  hairs 
And  reverend  strangers,  modest  youth  forfaew*." 
Instant  the  awaln  the  spoils  of  heists  supplies. 
And  bids  the  rural  throne  with  osiers  rite. 
There  sat  the  prince  :  the  feRst  Eumxus  spread) 
'  And  heap'd  the  shining'  csjiisten  with  bread. 
'niick  o'er  the  boanl  the  plenteous  Tiaoda  lay. 
The  frugal  remnants  of  the  former  day. 
Then  in  a  bowl  he  tempers  generous  wines. 
Around  whose  vei^  a     '    '    ' 
And  now  the  rage 
Thus  young  Ulyssi 

"  Whence,  father,  from  what  shore  this  Mn 
What  vessel  bore  liim  o'er  the  wat'iy  way  i 
To  human  step  our  land  impervious  lies, 
Aitd  round  the  coast  circumfiuent  oceans  tw 
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7he  swain  returns: — **  A  tale  of  sorrows  hear. 

spacious  Crete  he  drew  his  natal  air: 

ig  doom'd  to  wander  o'er  the  land  and  main;  ~ 

•  lieaven  has  wove  his  thread  of  Ufe  with  pun. 
f-breatliless  'scaping  to  the  land  he  flew 

m  Thesprot  mariners,  a  murderous  crew. 

thee  my  son  the  suppliant  I  resign : 

ive  him  my  protection; — ^grant  him  thine." 

Hard  task  (he  cries)  thy  virtue  gives  thy  friend^ 
ling  to  aid,  unable  to  defend. 
I  stran^rs  safely  in  the  court  reside, 
Lst  the  swill'd  insolence  of  lust  and  pride  ? 
n  I  unsafe. — The  queen  in  doubt  to  wed, 
pay  due  honours  to  the  nuptial  bed ! 
haps  she  weds:  regardless  of  her  fame, 
if  to  the  mighty  Ulyssean  name, 
jeever,  stranger !  from  our  grace  receive 
;h  honours  as  befit  a  prince  to  give: 
idals,  a  sword,  and  robes,  respect  to  prove; 
i  safe  to  sail  with  ornaments  of  love. 
I  then,  thy  guest  amid  the  rural  train 

from  the  court,  from  danger  far,  detain. 
3  mine  with  food  the  hungry  to  supply, 
i  clothe  the  naked  from  the'  inclement  sky. 
re  dwell  in  safety  from  the  suitors*  wrongs, 
J  the  rude  insults  of  ungovem'd  tongues. 

•  should'st  thou  suffer,  powerless  to  relieve 
ust  behold  it,  and  can  only  grieve. 

I  brave  encompass'd  by  an  hostile  train, 
rpower'd  by  numbers,  is  but  brave  in  vain." 
"o  whom,  while  anger  in  his  bosom  glows, 
th  warmth  replies  the  man  of  mighty  Woes: 
ince  audience  mild  is  deign'd,  permit  my  tongue 
once  to  pity  and  resent  thy  wrong, 
heart  weeps  blood,  to  see  a  soul  so  brave 
e  to  base  insolence  of  power  a  slave. 
:  tell  me,  dost  thou,  prince,  dost  thou  behold, 
d  hear,  their  piidnight  revels  uncontroll'd; 

G  g2 


346  '!■'  DDiuBT.  Maak  n. 

Say,  do  thy  subjects  in  bold  t«ctioD  rise; 

Or  priests  In  fibled  oracles  advise? 

Or  are  thy  brothers,  who  should  aid  thy  powV, 

Tom'd  mean  deserters  in  the  needful  dour  > 

O  tliat  I  were  from  great  Ulysses  mining. 

Or  that  these  wither'd  nerves  like  thine  were 

Or,  heavens  !  might  be  return  !  (and  soon  apprar 
He  ahidl,  I  truati  a  hero  scorns  despair) 
Migtt  ha  return,  I  yield  my  life  a  prey 
To  my  worst  foe,  if  tbataTenging-day 


■But  should  I  lose  my  life, 
ire».'d  by  numbers  in  the  glorious  strife, 
the  noble  jiarti  and  yield  my  breatbi 


>t)H     ^ 
atb>  H 


Rather  than  heir  dishonour,  worse  than  deatb> 
Than  see  the  hand  of  violence  in 
The  reverend  slruiij^er,  and  the  spotless  nuudj    ' 
Than  see  the  we&lth  of  kings  consum'd  in  <nr*^ 
The  dmnkardi  revel,  and  the  gluttons  feast.** 
Thus  he,  with  nMgct  flflsliinjf  from  hia  eye ; 
Sincere  the  youthful  hero  niLuie  reply; 
"Nor  leagued  in  ftictioiis  amis  my  sulijects  rise; 
Nor  prIesU  in  fabled  oracles  adviaei 
Nor  are  my  brothers  who  should  ud  mr  pov^ 
Tum'd  mean  deserters  in  the  needful  hoiv. 
Ahmet  1  boast  no  brother; — heaven's  drckd  kilf 
Givel  from  our  slock  an  only  branch  to  tpring: 
Alone  Laertes  rei^'d  Arcesius'  heir; 
Alone  Ulysses  drew  the  vital  air; 
And  1  alone  the  bed  connubial  grac'd. 
An  utibless'd  offspring  of  a  sire  unbleas'd ! 
Each  neighbouring  realm,  conducive  to  our  wo. 
Sends  forth  her  peers,  and  eveiy  peer  a  foe: 
The  court  proud  Samoa  and  Dubchiuni  EtUs, 
And  lofty  Zacinth  crown'd  with  shady  h;il. 
E'en  Ithkca  and  all  her  lords  invade 
Tin  imperial  Kcptre,  and  the  m(^  bed. 
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The  queen,  averae  to  love,  yet  aw*d  by  pow*r. 
Seems  half  to  yield,  yet  flies  the  bridal  hour: 
Meantin(ie  their  license  uncontrolled  1  bear; 
E'en  now  they  envy  me  the  vital  wr;  [are. 

But  heaven  will  sure  revenge  and  gods  there, 

^  But  go,  Eumxus !  to  the  queen  impart 
Our  safe  return,  and  ease  a  mother's  heart. 
Yet  secret  g^:  for  numerous  are  my  foes; 
And  here  at  least  I  may  in  peace  repose." 

To  whom  the  swain:  «•!  hear,  and  I  obey. 
But  old  Laertes  weeps  hit  life  away. 
And  deems  thee  lost.    Shall  I  my  speed  employ 
To  bless  his  age,  a  messenger  of  joy  ? 
The  moumiiil  hour  that  tore  lus  son  away 
Sent  the  sad  sire  in  solitude  to  stray : 
Yet  busied  with  his  slaves,  to  ease  his  wo. 
He  dress'd  the  vine,  and  bade  the  garden  blow. 
Nor  food  nor  wine  refus'd:  but  since  the  day 
That  you  to  Pylos  plough'd  the  wafry  way. 
Nor  wine  nor  food  he  tastes;  but  sunk  in  woes. 
Wild  springs  the  vine,  no  more  the  garden  blows; 
Shut  from  the  walks  of  men,  to  pleasure  lost. 
Pensive  and  pale  he  wanders  half  a  ghost." 

**  Wretched  old  man  !  (with  tears  the  prince  re- 
turns) 
Yet  cease  to  go — ^what  man  so  blessed  but  mourns  ? 
Were  every  wish  indulged  by  favouring  skies. 
This  hour  should  give  Ulysses  to  my  eyes. 
But  to  the  queen  with  speed  despatchful  bear 
Our  safe  return,  and  back  with  speed  repair ; 
And  let  some  handmaid  of  her  tnun  resort 
To  good  Laertes  in  his  rural  court." 
While  yet  he  spoke,  impatient  of  delay. 
He  brac'd  his  sandals  on,  and  strode  away. 
Then  from  the  heavens  the  martial  goddess  flies 
Through  the  .wide  fields  of  air,  and  cleaves  the 
skies; 
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In  form,  a  vir^n  of  soft  beauty's  bloom, 
Skill'd  in  the'  illustrious  labours  of  the  loom. 
Alone  to  Ithacus  she  stood  display'd ; 
But  unapparcnt  as  a  viewless  shade 
Escap'd  Telemachus:  (the  powers  above 
Seen  or  unseen,  o'er  earth  at  pleasure  move) 
The  dog's  intelligent  confcss'd  the  tread 
Of  power  divine;  and  howling",  trembling,  fled. 
The    goddess,   beckoning,    waves    her    deathlc 

hands; 
Dauntless  the  king  before  the  goddess  stands. 

"  Then  why  (she  said)  O  favoured  of  the  skies 
Why  to  thy  godlike  son  this  long  disguise  ? 
Stand  forth  reveal'd :— with  him  thy  cares  emplo 
Against  thy  foes. — Be  valiant,  and  destroy  1 
Lo,  I  descend  in  that  avenging  honr. 
To  combat  by  thy  side,  thy  guardian  pow'r." 

She  said,  and  o'er  him  waves  her  wand  of  gt)Id 
rmpcrial  robes  his  manly  limbs  infold: 
At  once  with  grace  divnio  liis  frame  improves; 
At  once  witli  majesty  cnlargM  h(;  moves: 
Youth  flush'd  his  reddening  clieek,  and  from  h 

brows 
\  Icng-th  ofliair  in  Sable  rinj^lets  flows  ; 
His  bhiekening  chin  receives  a  tleej)er  sliade; 
'J'hen  from  his  eyes  »ipsj)rung  ihc  warrior  maiil. 

Tlie  hero  rc-ascciids:  tlie  prince  o'erawM 
Scarce  lifts  Ijis  eyes,  and  bows  as  to  a  goil. 
Then  witli  surj)riHe  (surprise  chastisM  by  fe:irs) 
"Mow  art  thou  chaug'd  !  (he  cried)  a  god  appear 
Far  other  vests  thy  liuil)s  majestic  gr.iee, 
Far  other  gloi-ies  light (*n  from  tliy  face  ! 
ff  heaven  he  thy  abode,  with  j)ious  care 
Lo  !   I  the  ready  saenficir  prepare: 
I.o!  gifts  of  lahour'd  j:^ohl  adorn  thy  shrino, 
'Jo  win  thy  grace  : — ()  save  us  i)Ower  divine  !** 

*•  I'ew  are  my  days  (lJlyss<"s  made  repl\ ,) 
Nor  J,  ulasl  descendant  of  the  skv. 
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viliy  father. — O  my  son !  my  son ! 
.t  father,  for  whose  sake  thy  days  have  run 
:  scene  of  wo;  to  endless  cares  consig^'d, 
I  outraged  by  the  wrongs  of  base  mankind.'* 
hen  rushing  to  his  arms,  he  kiss'd  his  boy 
h  the  strong  raptures  of  a  parent's  joy. 
rs  bathe  his  cheek,  and  tears  the  ground  bedeW: 
strain'd  liim  close,  as  to  his  breast  he  grew. 
Ah  me !  (exclaims  the  prince  with  fond  desire) 
»u  art  not — no,  thou  canst  not  be  my  sire, 
von  such  illusion  only  can  impose, 
:he  false  joy,  to  aggravate  my  woes. 

0  but  a  god  can  cminge  the  general  doom, 
L  g^ve  to  withered  a^  a  youthful  bloom  ? 

:,  worn  with  years,  in  weeds  obscene  you  trod; 
IT,  cloth'd  in  majesty,  you  move  a  god !" 
Forbear  (he  cried)  for  heaven  resenre  that 

name; 
;  to  thy  father  but  a  father's  clum : 
er  Ulysses  shalt  thou  never  see: 

1  Ulysses ; — 1,  my  son,  am  he. 

ice  ten  sad  years  o'er  earth  and  ocean  tost, 
g^ven  at  length  to  view  my  native  coast, 
as,  unconquer'd  maid,  my  frame  surrounds 
h  grace  divine ;-— her  power  admits  no  bounds: 
o'er  my  limbs  old  age  and  wrinkles  shed; 
V  strong  as  youth,  magnificent  I  tread. 
!  gods  with  ease  fi^il  man  depress,  or  raise, 
.It  the  lowly,  or  the  proud  deoase." 
le  spoke  and  sat.    The  prince  with  transport 

flew; 
ig  round  his  neck,  wlyle  tears  his  check  bedew: 
'  less  the  father  pour'd  a  social  flood ! 
iy  wept  abundant,  and  they  wept  aloud, 
the  bold  eagle  with  fierce  sorrow  stung, 
parent  vulture,  mourns  her  ra^sh'd  young  :— 
;y  cry,  they  scream,  their  unfledg'd  brood  a  prey 
some  rude  churl,  and  borne  by  stealth  away. 


3o  they  &lQud — and  Icurs  in  tides  hfttl  run,  ~^^| 
Their  grief  unSmsh'd  with  Ihe  seWJUK  tan-.  J^H 
But,  chEcWng  the  full,  lacrent  in  i\»  Akw,  ^^M 
Theprtnce  t]iusint«[TUptsliie^ricmnwo;  ■  ^™ 
"  What  ship  Iransptnled  thee,  0  ftdhar,  ™y,  ' 
And  whnt  bless'd  IkAiids  have   □ar'd  Ihcc  on  Itic 

"  All,  all  (Ulytees  insiint  made  reply,)     lw»j  *" 
I  tell  thee  all,  ray  chUd,  my  only  joy ' 
PhsMciaiis  hare  out  to  tlie  purt  assigii'di 
A  nation  ever  to  iKft  stmng'er  kind. 
Wrapl  in  the'  embrace  of  aleep,  tlio  faithful  train 
O'er  seas  convty'd  mc  to  Jny  turtJTC  rc'grii. 
Embroider'd  vcMures,  g«H  andhrau,  lurc 
Conccafd  in  cavenu  in  the  sylvan  xhndc. 
Hither,  intent  the  riviLrout  to  »Uy, 
And  plan  the  scene  of  death,  Ibend  mv  way:^ 
So  Pallaa  wills— hut  thou,  my  «on,  c^ii&n    J 
The  nim^  and  TAimb^n  o^the'.AadMiouf  ti 
'Tia  nune-tojudg«if  better  to  employ 
Asaiatant  (brcci  or  singly  to  destroy."  [UIDJ 

"O'er  earth  (returns  thi:  prince:)  rcaound*  l'" 
'fliy  well-tried  wiadom,  and  thy  mnrti;d  f^me: , 
Yet  at  thy  words  I  start,  in  wonder  loal — 
Can  we  engage — nut  decades,  but  an  host  i 
Can  we  alone  in  fiuious  battle  at&nd. 
Against  that  numerous  and  detennin'd  band  ? 
Hear  tlien  their  numbers: — ITrom  Dulichium  cane 
Tu-ice  twenty.six,  all  peers  of  mightvname; 
Six  are  their  menial  train;  twice  twelve  the  boait, 
Of  Samos:  twenty  from  Zacynthus'  coast: 
And  twelve  our  country's  pridcj  to  these  bclwE 
Hedon  and  Phemius  skill'd  in  heavenly  song'.     . 
Two  sewers  tram  day  to  day  the  revels  wai^ 
Exact  of  taste,  and  serve  the  fpaat  iq  slate. 
With  such  a  foe  tlie'  unequal  Rgbl  to  tty. 
Were  bv  false  courage  unreveiigM  to  di*. 
Then  w^ttt  assistant  poweis  you  bflluit,  relate. 
Ere  yet  we  mingle  in  the  stem  del>iito." 
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Mark  well  my  voice  (Ulysses  straiglit  replies) 
at  need  of  aids,  if  favour'd  by  the  skies? 
liielded  to  the  dreadful  fight  we  move, 
-nighty  Pallas,  and  by  thundering  Jove  ?*' 
Sufficient  they  (Telemachus  rejoin*d) 
inst  the  banded  powers  of  all  mankind: 
y,  high  enthron'd  above  the  rolling  clouds, 
her  the  strength  of  man,  and  awe  the  gt)ds.** 
Such  aids  expect  (he  cries,^  when  strong  in 
rise  terrific  to  the  task  of  fignt.  [might 

thou,  when  mom  salutes  the'  aerial  plain, 
court  revisit,  and  the  lawless  train: 
:hither  in  disguise  Eumxus  leads; 
iged  mendicant  in  tatter'd  weeds, 
re,  if  base  scorn  insult  my  reverend  age; 

•  it,  my  son !  repress  thy  rising  rage. 
itrag*d,  cease  that  outrage  to  repel; 

•  it,  my  son  !  howe'er  thy  heart  rebel, 
strive  by  prayer  and  counsel  to  restrain 

ir  lawless  insults,  though  thou  strive  in  vain; 
wicked  ears  are  deaf  to  wisdom's  call; 

vengeance  strikes  whom  heaven  has  doom'd 

to  fall. 
;  more  attend:  when  she  whose  power  inspires 
thinking  mind,  my  soul  to  vengeance  fires, 
e  the  sign: — ^that  instant  from  beneath, 
t  convey  the  instruments  of  death, 
our  and  arms:  and  if  mistrust  arise, 
3  veil  the  truth  in  plausible  disg^se: 
'hese  ghttering  weapons,  ere  he  sail'd  to  Troy, 
ses  view'd  with  stem  heroic  joy: 
1,  beaming  o'er  the'  illumin'd  wall  they  shone: 

dust  dishonours,  all  their  lustre  g^ne. 
ir  them  hence  (so  Jove  my  soul  inspires) 
1  the  pollution  of  the  fuming  fires; 

when  the  bowl  inflames,  in  vengeful  mood 
ash  to  arms,  and  stain  the  feast  with  blood; 


ifor  Jove  JnfMuiities  ull,  uid  aU  beUe 
*yet  leave  for  each  of  lu  a  ewoid  to  wieid, 

A  pointed  javelin,  and  a  fenceful  ihidd. 
iBut  by  ID}' blood  that  in  thy  bosom  glows, 
^y  Ihnt  rcgurd  a  son  Ilia  father  omcb, — 
jThe  aecrct,  that  thy  father  lives,  retain 
JJDck'd  in  thy  bason  tRim  the  htius«hold  train 

Hide  it  from  all: — e'en  from  EuDiaus  hide; — 

Prom  my  dear  father,  and  my  dearer  bride. 

One  care  remains ,  to  note  tlie  loyal  few 
"Wltose  faith  yet  lasts  among'  the  menial  crew . 
!'4Aik1  noting,  ere  we  tiae  in  veng^eance,  prove 
''Who  loves  his  prince : — for  sure  you  tnerit  love." 
--  TaThBinae.yi)ntb:*Taemulste  I  aim 
*~     '  ■     '        ■  '  rt  fallier'B  hoe. 

o  defer, 

Toacurinii  tommlorc  tb.emeiual  train! 

While  the  ptvud  foe*,  industiious  to  destit^- 

Thj  wealth  in  riot,  the  delay  enjoy. 

Suffice  it  in  this  exigence  ajone 

To  mark  the  damseli  that  attend  the  throne :  - 

Dispera'd  the  youth  reudes ;  their  &ith  to  pn*e 

Jove  grants  henceforth,  if  thou  baM  ^M^Le  fi«P 

Wliile  in  debate  they  waite  the  houn  awi^. 
The'  associates  of  the  prince  repaaa'd  the  hmf. 
With  speed  they  guide  the  vessel  to  the  dusdi 
With  speed  deWking  land  the  nkval  stores ; 
Then  faithful  to  their  charge,  to  Clytiui  b««r.  ■ 
And  trust  the  presents  to  hi»  fHemUv  care. 
Swift  to  the  queen  a  herald  flies  to'  impart 
Her  son't  return,  and  case  «  parent's  heart : 
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Lest  a  sad  orey  to  ever-musing  cares^ 

Pale  grief  destroy  what  time  awhile  forbears. 

The'  uncautious  herald  with  impatience  bums, 
And  cries  aloud — <*  Thy  son,  O  queen,  returns." 
Eumxus  sage  approached  the'  imperial  throne. 
And  breath'd  his  mandate  to  her  ear  alone. 
Then  measur'd  back  the  way — ^The  suitor  band, 
Stun^  to  the  soul,  abash'd,  confounded  stand ; 
And  issuing  ftom  the  dome,  before  the  gate. 
With  clouded  looks,  a  pale  assembly,  sat. 

At  length  Eurymachus :  **  Our  hopes  are  rain ; 
Telemachus  in  triumph  sails  the  main. 
Haste,  rear  the  roast,  the  swelling  shroud  display ; 
Haste,  to  our  arabush'd  friends  the  news  convey !" 

Scarce  had  he  spoke,  when  turning  to  the  strand 
Amphinomus  survey'd  the'  associate  band ; 
Full  to  the  bay  wimin  the  winding  shores 
"With  gather'd  sails  they  stood,  and  lifted  oars. 
**  O  friends !  (he  cried— elate  with  rising  joy) 
See  to  the  port  secure  the  vessel  fly ! 
Some  g^  has  told  them ;  or  themselves  survey 
The  bark  escapM,  and  measure  back  their  way." 

Swift  at  the  word  descending  to  the  shores. 
They  moor  the  vessel  and  unlade  the  stores: 
Then  moving  from  the  strand,  apart  they  sat ; 
And  full  and  frequent,  form'd  a  dire  debate. 

*•  Lives  then  llie  boy  ?** — "  He  lives  ( Antinous 
cries) 
The  care  of  gods  and  favourite  of  the  skies. 
All  night  we  watch'd,  till  with  her  orient  wheels 
Aurora  flam'd  above  the  eastern  hills. 
And  from  the  lofty  brow  of  rocks  by  day. 
Took  in  the  ocean  with  a  broad  survey. 
Yet  safe  he  sails ! — the  powers  celestial  give 
To  shun  the  hidden  snares  of  death,  and  live. 
But  die  he  shall : — and  thus  condemn'd  to  bleed, 
Be  now  the  scene  of  instant  death  decreed : 
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He  said ':  the  rival  train  his  voice  approv*d, 
And,  rising,  instant  to  the  palace  mov*d. 
Arriv'd,  with  wild  tumultuous  noise  they  sat, 
Recumbent  on  tlie  shining*  thrones  of  state. 

Then  Medon,  conscious  of  their  dire  debates. 
The  murderous  council  to  the  queen  relates. 
Touch*d  at  the  dreadful  story,  she  descends: 
Her  hasty  steps  a  damsel  train  attends. 
Full  where  the  dome  its  shining-  valves  expands. 
Sudden  before  the  rival  powers  she  stands: 
And  veiling  decent  with  a  modest  shade 
Her  cheek,  indignant  to  Antinous  said: 

"  O  void  of  faith  !  of  all  bad  men  the  worst ! 
Renown'd  for  wisdom,  by  the*  abuse  accurs'd ! 
Mistaking  fame  proclsiims  thy  generous  mind ! 
Thy  deeds  denote  thee  of  the  basest  kind. 
"Wretch  !  to  destroy  a  prince  that  friendship  g^ved ; 
"While  in  his  guest  his  murderer  he  receives; 
Nor  dread  superior  Jove,  to  whom  belong 
The  cause  of  suppliants,  and  revenge  of  wrong. 
Hast  thou  forgot  (ingrateful  as  thou  art,.) 
"Who  sav'd  tliy  father  with  a  friendly  part  ? 
Lawless  he  ravaged  with  his  martial  powers 
The  Taphian  pirates  on  Thesprotia's  shores; 
Enrag'd,  his  life,  his  treasures  they  demand; 
Ulysses  sav'd  him  from  the  avenger's  hand. 
And  would'st  thou  evil  for  his  g^d  repay  ? 
His  bed  dishonour,  and  his  house  betray  ? 
Afflict  his  queen  ?  and  with  a  murderous  hand 
Destroy  his  heir  ? — ^but  cease; — ^'tis  I  command.** 

**  Far  hence  those  fears  (Eurymachus  replied,) 
O  prudent  princess !  bid  thy  soul  confide. 
Breathes  there  a  min  who  dares  tliat  hero  slay, 
Wliile  1  behold  the  golden  light  of  day  ? 
No :  by  the  rigliteous  powers  of  heaven  I  swear, 
His  blood  in  vengeance  smokes  upon  my  spear. 
Ulysses,  when  my  infant  days  I  led, 
Witli  wine  sufiic*d  me,  and  with  dainties  fed: 
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My  generous  aoul  abhors  tlie'  ungrateful  [urti    i 
And  my  friend's  son  lives  dearest  lo  my  heut. 
Then  tear  no  mortal  urni: — if  licuven  destrgy. 
We  must  resi^:  for  nun  is  bom  lo  tUe-" 

ThDs  smooth  he  ended; — ycthisdCDLth  connii^di 
Then,  soirowing',  with  sad  step  the  queen  relir'd. 
With  strcsming  eyes,  all  comfortless,  deplor'dj 
Touch'd  with  Uie  dear  remembrince  of  her  lordj 
Kor  cens'd.  till  Pall:is  bid  hersorrows  fly. 
And  in  soft  slumbers  leal'd  her  flowing  eye. 

And  now  Eumicus,  at  the  evening  hour. 
Came,  late  retumine  to  bis  sylran  bow'r, 
tllyssca  and  his  son  had  dress'd  with  ut 
A  yearling- boar:  and  gave  the  gnds  their  paK: 
Holy  repast!  That  instant &om  the  skies 
The  martial  goddess  to  Ulysses  flies: 
She  waves  her  golden  wand,  and  reasiumea 
From  every  feature  every  grace  that  blooms:       ■ 
At  once  Ua  vestures  dungej  »t  once  she  sheib  ■  | 
Age  o'er  his  limbs,  tlist  tremble  \us  he  treads : 
Lest  to  the  queen  Iht  swain  with  tr.iiisport  fly, 
Un^Ie  to  contain  the'  unruly  joy. 

When  near  he  drew,  the  pnnce  breaks  forth;— 
"Prochura 
W  hat  ti^ngs,  friend  >  what  speaks  the  voice  of  fame : 
Say,  if  the  suitors  measure  bakk  the  main; 
Or  still  in  ambush  thirst  fbi  blood  in  vain  f" 

"  Whether  (he  cries)  they  measure  back  the  flood 
Or  still  in  ambush  thirst  in  vun  for  blood, 
Qscap'd  my  care :  where  lawless  suitors  sway, 

(Thy  mandate  borne)  my       " '  " 

But  from  the'  Hermzan  h 


(Thy  mandate  borne)  my  soul  disdain'd  tt 
But  from  the'  Hermzan  height  I  call  a  view. 
Where  to  the  port  a  bark  high  bounding  flew; 
Bcr  freigbt  a  shining  baiid :  with  martitJ  air 
Bach  poia'd  bia  iheild,  and  each  advanc'd  his  apeu. 
And  if  aright  these  searching  eyes  survey. 
The*  eluded  suitors  stem  the  watery  way." 
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Th6  prince,  well  pleas'd  to  disappoint  their  wiles. 
Steals  on  his  sire  a  glance,  and  secret  smiles. 
And  now,  a  short  repast  prepar'd,.they  fed. 
Till  the  keen  rage  of  craving  hunger  fled : 
Then  to  repose  withdrawn,  apart  they  lay. 
And  in  soft  sleep  forgot  the  cares  of  day. 
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BOOK  XVU. 

r  as  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
nkled  with  roseate  light  the  dewy  lawn, 
iste  the  prince  arose,  prepar'd  to  part: 
[land  impatient  grasps  the  pointed  dait; 
on  his  feet  the  poUsh'd  sandals  shine, 
thus  he  greets  the  master  of  the  swine : 
My  frien^  adieu:  let  this  short  stay  suffice ; 
)te  to  meet  my  mother's  longing  eyes, 
end  her  tears,  her  sorrows,  ana  her  sighs, 
thou,  attentive,  what  we  order  heed : 
hapless  straneer  to  the  city  lead ; 
>ublic  bounty  let  him  there  be  fedi, 
bless  the  hand  that  stretches  forth  the  bread* 
(ripe  the  tears  from  all  afflicted  eyes, 
vill  may  covet,  but  my  power  denies, 
is  raise  anger  in  the  stranger's  thought, 
pain  of  anger  punishes  the  fault, 
very  truth  I  undisguis'd  declare; 
what  so  easy  as  to  be  sincere  ?" 
>  this  Ulysses :  "  What  the  prince  requires, 
vifl  removal,  seconds  my  desires, 
irant  like  mine,  the  peopled  town  can  3deld 
i  hopes  of  comfort,  than  the  lonely  field, 
fits  my  age  to  till  the  labour'd  lands, 
toop  to  tasks  a  rural  lord  demands. 
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Adieu!— 4>ut  once  tlus  ragged  j|;»ib  can  hen" 
So  ill  the'  inclentendes  of  moimi^  tar, 
A  few  hours'  space  permit  me  here  to  ataji.  ' 
My  steps  Eunueus  shall  to  tomi  eoinrey. 
With  r^er  beams  when  Phoebdii  wanns  the  dagi^J 

Thus  he  :-^or  aught  Tetemacbaa  ieptied»    . 
But  left  the  mannou  vnAs  alolW  abide : 
Schemes  of  revenge  luspoiide»Dgbreaatcl«te»  *' 
Revolying  deep  the  nutw  aoddea  ftte. 
Arriving  now  befoe  the*  imperial  halt 
He  props  his  spear  agaipa^  the  piUar^d  wall: 
Then  like  a  lion  o'er  the  threAold  bqlmdai 
The  mafble  pavemeitt  jdth  lua  steB  WBomdi, 
j^  eye  first  glanc'd  where  Saiydea  awtidto 
With  fur]^  spcdls  of  boMli  the  toloid^  '  ' 

She  saw,  she  wept,  aiw  tato  ints  eag«r  Mciv  '    - 1. 
And  reach'd  her  roaster  "wih  a  long  arombe. 
All  crowded  round:  the  ftnihr  ^ipeafft    •  'i 

With  wild  entrancement,  'and  ecatatie  taaii. 
Swift  from  above  descends  the  royal  fair;  ^ 

(Her  beauteous  cheeks  the  blush  of  Venus  wear,  V 
Chasten'd  with  coy  Diana's  pensive  air^  3 

Hangs  o'er  her  son ;  in  his  embraces  dies; 
Rains  kisses  on  his  neck,  his  face,  his  eyes : 
Few  words  she  spoke,  though  much  she  had  to  say; 
And  scarce  those  few,  for  tears,  could  force  their 
way. 

"Light  of  my  eyes!  he  comes!  unhop'd-for  joy! 
Has  heaven  from  Pylos  brought  my  lovely  bey  ? 
So  snatch*d  from  all  our  cares ! — ^Tell,  hast  tfaott 

known 
Thy  father's  fate,  and  tell  me  all  thy  own." 

*•  O  dearest,  most  rever'd  of  womankind; 
Cease  with  those  tears  to  melt  a  manly  mind 
(Replied  the  prince;)  nor  be  our  fates  deplor'd. 
From  death  and  treason  to  thy  arms  restored. 
Go  bathe,  and,  rob'd  in  white,  ascend  the  towerf; 
With  all  thy  handmaids  thank  the'  immortal  powers; 
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To  every  god  vow  hecatombs  to  bleed. 

And  call  Jove's  vengeance  on  their  guilty  deed : 

While  to  the'  assembled  council  1  repair; 

A  stranger  sent  by  heaven  attends  me  there; 

My  new-accepted  g^est  I  haste  to  find, 

Now  to  Piraeus'  honour'd  charge  consign'd." 

The  matron  heard,  nor  was  his  word  in  vain. 
She  bath'dj  and  rob'd  in  white,  ^dth  all  her  train. 
To  every  god  vow'd  hecatombs  to  bleed. 
And  call'd  Jove's  vengeance  on  the  gtiilty  deed. 
Arm'd  with  his  lance  the  prince  then  pass'd  the  gate; 
Two  do^  behind,  a  faithful  guard,  await; 
Pallas  his  form  with  grace  divine  improves; 
The  gazing  crowd  admire  him  as  he  moves. 
Him,  gathering  round,  the  haughty  suitors  greet 
\Vith  semblance  fair,  but  inward  deep  deceit. 
Their  false  addresses  generous  he  denied; 
Pass'd  on,  and  sat  by  iaithiul  Mentor's  side; 
With  Antiphus,  and  Halitherses  sage 
(His  father's  counsellors,  rever*d  for  age.) 
Of  his  own  fortunes,  and  Ulysses'  fame. 
Much  ask'd  the  seniors:  till  Pirxus  came. 
The  stranger-guest  pursued  him  close  behind; 
Whom  when  Telemachus  beheld,  he  join'd. 
He  (when  Piraeus  ask'd  for  slaves  to  bring 
The  gifts  and  treasures  of  the  Spartan  king) 
Thus  thoughtful  answer'd:  "Those  we  snail  not 
Dark  and  unconscious  of  the  will  of  Jove,     [move. 
We  know  not  yet  the  full  event  of  all : 
Stabb'd  in  his  palace  if  your  piince  must  fall. 
Us  and  our  house  if  treason  must  o'erthrow, 
Better  a  friend  possess  them,  than  a  foe : 
If  death  to  these,  and  vengeance,  heaven  decree, 
Riches  are  welcome  then,  not  else,  to  me. 
Till  then,  retain  the  gifts."— The  hero  said. 
And  in  his  hand  the  willing  stranger  led. 
Then  disarray'd,  the  shining  bath  they  sought, 
(With  unguents  smooth)  of  polish'd  marble  wrought. 
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Obedient  handmaids  with  assistant  toil 
Supply  the  limpid  wave  and  fragrant  oil: 
Then  o'er  their  limbs  refuleent  robes  they  threw. 
And  fresh  from  bathing  to  their  seats  withdrew. 
The  golden  ewer  a  nymph  attendant  brings* 
Kcplenish'd  from  the  pure  translucent  springs; 
With  copious  streams  tliat  golden  ewer  supplies 
A  silver  laver  of  capacious  size. 
They  wash :  the  table,  in  fair  order  spread. 
Is  piVd  with  viands  and  the  strength  of  bread. 
Full  opposite,  before  the  folding  gate, 
The  pensive  mother  sits  in  humble  state. 
Lowly  she  sat,  and  with  dejected  view 
The  fleecy  threads  her  ivorj-  fingers  drew. 
The  prince  and  stranger  shared  the  gemal  feast. 
Till  now  the  nige  of  Uiirst  and  hunger  ceas'd. 

When  thus  the  queen : — "  My  son !   my  only 
fncnd ! 
Say,  to  my  mournful  couch  shall  I  ascend  ? 
(The  couch  deserted  now  a  length  of  years. 
The  coucli  for  ever  watcrM  with  my  tears) 
Sav  wilt  tliou  not  (ere  vet  the  suitor-crcw 
Return,  and  riot  shake  our  walls  anew,) 
Say  wilt  llion  not  the  least  account  affonl  ? 
The  Icasl  j^lad  tidings  of  my  absent  lonl  ''* 

To  her  the  youth:  "  We  reach'd  the  I»\  Lan  plains. 
Where  Nestor,  shepherd  of  his  people,  reijfui. 
All  arts  of  tentlemess  to  him  are  known, 
Kind  to  Llxsses'  race  as  to  his  ow  n; 
No  father  with  a  fonder  grasp  of  joy 
Strains  to  his  bosom  his  lonjc-absent  boy. 
IJut  ail  unknown,  if  y(;t  L'h.sses  l^reaihe, 
Or  g-lide  a  spectre  in  the  ri-ahns  beneath. 
For  fMrtln.r  search,  h.b  rapid  steeds  tran«*[><>rl 
M}  lenj(lhen*d  journey  to  the  >p:irtan  court. 
Tliore  Arrive  Helen  1  helield;  wlio^e  cliai-ms 
(ijo  licaven  decreed)  engag'd  the  jfreat  in  arms 
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My  cause  of  coming  told,  he  thus  rejoinM; 
And  still  his  words  live  perfect  in  my  mind: 

'  Heavens !  would  a  sort,  inglorious,  dastard  train 
An  absent  hero's  nuptial  joys  profane  ? 
So  with  her  young,  amid  the  woodland  shades, 
A  timorous  hind  tiie  lion's  court  invades. 
Leaves  in  that  fatal  lair  her  tender  fawns. 
And  climbs  the  cliff,  or  feeds  along  the  lawns; 
Meantime  returning,  with  remorseless  sway 
The  monarch  savage  rends  the  panting  prey. 
With  equal  fury,  and  with  equal  fame. 
Shall  great  Ulysses  reassert  his  claim. 
O  Jove  !  supreme  !  whom  men  aud  gods  revere; 
And  thou,  whose  lustre  g^lds  the  rolling  sphere ! 
With  power  congenial  join'd,  propitious  aid 
The  chief  adopted  by  the  martial  maid ! 
Such  to  our  wish  the  warrior  soon  restore. 
As  when,  contending  on  the  Lesbian  shore, 
His  prowess  Philomelides  confessed. 
And  loud-acclaiming  Greeks  the  victor  bless'd. 
Then  soon  the'  invaders  of  his  bed,  and  throne. 
Their  love  presumptuous  shall  by  death  atone. 
Now  what  you  question  of  my  ancient  friend. 
With  truth  I  answer: — ^thou  the  truth  attend. 
Learn  what  I  heard  the  sea-bom  seer  relate, 
Whclle  eye  can  pierce  the  dark  recess  of  fate. 
Sole  in  an  isle,  imprison'd  by  the  main. 
The  sad  survivor  of  his  numerous  train, 
Ulysses  lies;  detained  by  magic  charms. 
And  press'd  unwilling  in  Calypso's  arms. 
No  sailors  there,  no  vessels  to  convey. 
Nor  oars  to  cut  the  immeasurable  way—* 
This  told  Atrides,  and  he  told  no  more. 
Then  safe  I  voyag'd  to  my  native  shore." 

He  ceas'd; — nor  made  the  pensive  queen  reply. 
But  droop'd  her  head,  sjid  drew  a  secret  sigh. 
When  Theoclymenus  the  seer  began: 
^  O  suffering  consort  of  the  suffering  man ! 
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What  buman  knowledge  cMd^  tiine  Idl^  n^ 
B^t  I  the  secrets  of  ,lMi.hea¥eii  m^L  *        [tett 
BelbM  the  first  of  fm£  bie  tUs  ded«|U 
Before  the-board  moae  ble«is|piire  haye  sbaifdc 
Witness  the  TOmal  liteSt' and  intMSs  ftH 
Tbds  house  hSds  secret  inkier  ao^  wall! 
£*en  nowj  this  instant*  gfeat  T^jrsaes  hSSi ' 
At  rest,  or  was^erin^  m  his  .country  shade* 
Their  guihy  deeds*  in  heaan|r  *^  ^  ^^ 
Secret  reirol?es{  aiid  plans  the  vengMnee  due. 
Of  tius  siire  anj^ei  the  gpds  bestow'd* 
When  first  wa  Tessdi  aki^ar'd  in  joar  foad."-   *■. 

**  Succeed  those  oiBeni^  heaven!  (tb^qaoaBlo 
jom'd) 
So  diaU  out  bounties  apeak  a  giitelbl  nmids 
And  ererjr  enided  hi^pihess  attend 
The  man  who  eaDs  Penelope  his  fiiend.'* 

Thus  contnintt*d  they:  wbSe  in  the  marble  oo«( 
(Scene  of  thor  in8olence)'^die  Wrds  resort. . 
Athwart  the  spacious  scjuare  each  tries  his  art 
To  whirl  the  disk,  or  aim  the  missile  dart 

Now  did  the  hour  of  sweet  repast  arrive ; 
And  from  the  field  the  victim  flocks  they  drive, 
Medon  the  herald  (one  who  pleas'd  them  best. 
And  honoured  with  a  portion  of  their  feast) 
To  bid  the  banquet,  interrupts  their  play. 
Swift  to  the  hall  they  haste;  aside  they  lay 
Their  garments  and  succinct  the  victim  sla. . 
Then  uieep  and  goats  and  bristly  porkers  bled. 
And  the  proud  steer  was  o'er  the  marble  spread. 

While  thus  the  copious  banquet  they  provide; 
Along  the  road,  conversing  side  by  side. 
Proceed  Ulysses  and  the  faithful  swain  : 
When  thus  Eumaeus,  generous  and  humane : 

"  To  town,  observant  of  our  lord's  behest. 
Now  let  us  speed;  my  friend,  no  more  my  guest  * 
Yet  like  myself  I  wish'd  thee  here  preferr'd. 
Guard  of  the  flock,  or  keeper  of  the  herd. 


'■] 
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jch  to  raise  my  master's  wrath  I  fear; 
rath  of  princes  ever  is  severe, 
leed  his  will,  and  be  our  journey  made 
tlie  broad  beams  of  Phabus  are  (Usplay' 
bix)wn  eVening  spreads  her  chilly  sliade. 
St  thy  advice  (tlie  prudent  cbief  rejoin'd,) 
Lch  as  suits  the  dictate  of  my  mind, 
•n: — but  help  me  to  some  staff  to  stay 
ble  step, — since  rugged  is  the  way." 
>ss  his  shoulders  then  the  scrip  he  ilung» 
)atch'd,  and  fastened  by  a  twisted  thong. 

Eumxus  gave.     Along  the  way 
y  they  fare:  behind,  the  keepers  stay, 
with  their  watchful  dog^  (a  constant  guard) 

his  absence,  and  attend  the  herd. 
)w  his  city  strikes  the  monarch's  eyes; 
low  changed !  a  man  of  miseries! 
)n  a  staff,  a  beggar  old  and  bare, 

dishonest  fluttering  with  the  air ! 
ass'd  the  rugged  road,  they  journey  down 
vem'd  way  descending  to  the  town, 
,  from  the  rock,  with  Uquid  lapse  distils 
id  fount;  that,  spread  in  parting  lills, 
:ent  thence  to  serve  the  city  brings: 
ful  work !  adom'd  by  ancient  kings. 
J,  Ithacus,  Polyctor  there 
ptur'd  stone  immortaliz'd  their  carc; 
blc  urns  receiv'd  it  from  above, 
adcd  with  a  green  surrounding  g^ove ; 

silver  alders,  in  high  arches  twin'd, 
the  cold  stream,  and  tremble  to  the  wind, 
h,  sequester'd  to  the  nymphs,  is  seen 
>y  altar,  deep  embowered  in  g^en ; 

constant  vows  by  travellers  are  psdd, 
>ly  horrors  solemnize  the  shade, 
i  with  his  goats  (not  vow'd  to  sacred  flame, 
ropcr'd  luxury,)  Mclanthius  came ; 
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Two  grooms  attend  Idiii.    Wi&  ta  «HaiM  look 
He  erd  the  strancpe^  wd  knpeffeooft  «|H»1ce ; 

^  The  good  om  proveiii  how  tfak pdur  Mfil! '. 
One  rogue  18  usher  to  ano^h^  fIJIL     ' 
Heayen  with  a  secret  pfindiple  dbdbed' 
llaiikiiid»  to  9«A  tiidr  own  rfmilittide. 
Where  goes  this  swiiMiefd  wUli  liyit  ai-looU 
guest  ?..■■•  ■  ^' 

That  gia^ghitton,  dreadful  at  a  feaat! 
FoU  Biai^  a  post  lusve  those  broad  riloiilteawttnir 
Wwaa  erery  great 'raaB^caterep«ik^d-w|Ui  sootn: 
To  no  brare  pri?^  aspired  tiie  worthleM  mmiii 
'Twas  but  Ibr  scrapa  lie  mk^  aadnssk^d  in  tain. 
To  beg^  than  wc»ic,  he  better  unaemta^dsi      \    . 
Or  we  perhaps  ini|Aet.take  him  olFlhjr  hands. 
For  any  office  couKLthe  davebe  good. 
To  cleanse  the  iMd,  cMr  hdip  the  iSd  to  food. 
If  any  bJbour  those  bis^- joints  ocnld  leiifi^ 
Some  wh^,  to  wash  ms  bowdb^  he  wa^^  earn. 
To  cringe,  to  whine,  his  idle  hands  to  spresd. 
Is  all,  by  which  that  gpraceless  maw  is  fed. 
Yet  hear  me !  if  thy  impudence  but  dare 
Approach  yon  walls,  I  prophesy  thy  fare: 
Dearly,  fiiU  dearly  shalt  thou  buy  thy  bread. 
With  many  a  footstool  thundering  at  thy  head." 
He  thus : — nor  insolent  of  word  uone, 
8pum*d  with  his  rustic  heel  his  king  unknown; 
Spurn'd,  but  not  mov'd :  he,  like  a  pillar  stood. 
Nor  stirr'd  an  inch,  contemptuous,  from  the  road; 
Doubtful,  or  with  bis  staff  to  strike  him  dead. 
Or  greet  the  pavement  with  his  worthless  head. 
Short  was  that  doubt: — ^to  quell  his  rage  inur'd. 
The  hero  stood  self-conquer'd,  and  endur'd. 
But  hateful  of  the  wretch,  Eumxus  heav'd 
His  hands  obtesting,  and  this  prayer  conceived: 
"  Daughters  of  Jove !  who  from  the*  ethereal  bowers 
Descend  to  swell  the  springs,  and  feed  the  flowers  \ 
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Nyinphs  of  this  fountain !  to  whose  sacred  names 

Our  rural  victims  mount  in  blazing  flames ! 

To  whom  Ulysses*  piety  prefeir'd 

The  yearly  firstlings  of  his  flock,  and  herd; 

Succeed  my  wish  ;  your  votary  restore  ! 

O  be  some  g-od  his  convoy  to  our  shore  ! 

Due  pains  shall  punish  then  this  slave's  oflTence, 

And  humble  all  his  airs  of  insolence. 

Who,  proudly  stalking,  leaves  the  herds  at  large. 

Commences  courtier,  and  neglects  his  charge." 

"  What  mutters  he  ?  (Melanthius  sharp  rejoins) 
This  crafty  miscreant  big  with  dark  designs  ? 
The  day  shall  come — nay,  'tis  already  near, — 
When,  slave  !  to  sell  thee  at  a  price  too  dear, 
Must  be  my  care ;  and  hence  transport  thee  o'er; 
A  iKd  and  scandal  to  this  happy  shore. 
Oh !  that  as  surely  great  Apollo's  dai-t. 
Or  some  brave  suitor's  sword,  might  pierce  the 

heart 
Of  the  proud  son  ;  as  that  we  stand  this  hour 
In  lasting  safety  from  the  fatlier's  pow'r." 

So  spoke  the  wretch;  but  shunning  further  fray, 
Tum'd  lus  proud  step,  a^d  left  them  on  their  way. 
Straight  to  the  feastful  palace  he  repair'd, 
Famuiar  enter'd,  and  the  banquet  shar'd; 
Beneath  Eurymachus,  his  patron  lord, 
He  took  his  place:  and  plenty  heap'd  the  board. 

Meantime  they  heard,  soft-circling  in  the  sky. 
Sweet  airs  ascend,  and  heavenly  minstrelsy; 
(For  Phemius  to  the  lyre  attun'd  the  strain) 
Ulysses  hearken'd,  then  address'd  the  swain  : 

**  Well  may  this  palace  admiration  cldm. 
Great,  and  respondent  to  the  master's  fame  ! 
Stage  above  stage  the'  imperial  structure  stands, 
Holds  the  chief  honours  and  the  town  commands  : 
High  walls  and  battlements  the  courts  enclose. 
And  the  strong  gates  defy  a  host  of  foes, 

lis 


Ptr  odier  ooet  iu  dwelled  bov  Mpior ; 

I  tee  the  tmo]^  cf  MOiSi^e  Mil^ 

And  hear  (what  gneei  ereiy  mat)  dfte  Igrfe/* 

Then  thl»SlllllKlla^— ^  Judge  vewUdi  ira 
bcatt 
AnudatyoB  fev^effleia  a  aodden  (mat 
Chooae  yoa  to  mii^^  iHMle-bdiiiid  I  ab^  ? 
Or  I  fint  eaterii^  iqliodbce  Uie  wa^  ?- 
Wait  for  a  RMMse  withcMtf  but  wait  not  lon^t 
Ihia  k  the  hooae.of  mime  and  vroBg: 
Some  rude  fawdt  thgr  rereraid  a^e  aay  bear; 
For  like  thdr  kwioaa  kfd%  the  aenranta  are.** 

^'Juatis.OfiieQd!  ihjr  Ga^tion»  and  addreaM 
(Repfied  the  chief]^  to  no  nnbeedfol  breaat; 
The  wronga  and  injnriea  of  haae  mankind 
Fresh  to  my  aenae,  and  ahiraya  in  n^  nnnd. 
The  bmvely^Hitient  to  no'fortone  yielda^ 
On  rolling  oceana»  and  in  ^;hting  fielda^ 
Stonns  have  I  pass'd,  and  many  a  stem  debate; 
And  now  in  humbler  scene  submit  to  fate. 
What  cannot  want  P  the  best  she  will  expose ; 
And  1  am  leam'd  in  all  her  train  of  woes. 
She  fills  with  navies,  hosts,  and  loud  alarms. 
The  sea,  the  land,  and  shakes  the  world  with  arms 

Thus,  near  the  gates  conferring  as  they  drew, 
Argus,  the  dog,  his  ancient  master  knew; 
He,  not  unconscious  of  the  voice,  and  tread. 
Lifts  to  the  sound  his  ear,  and  rears  his  head !— > 
Bred  by  Ulysses,  nourished  at  his  board; 
But  ah !  not  fated  long  to  please  his  lotd ! 
To  him,  his  swiftness  and  his  strength  were  vain 
The  voice  of  glory  call'd  him  o'er  the  m:un. 
Till  then  in  every  sylvan  chace  renown'd. 
With  Arg^s,  Argus,  rung  the  woods  around; 
With  him  the  youth  pursued  the  g^t  or  fawn. 
Or  trac'd  the  mazy  leveret  o'er  i&  lawn. 
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Now  left  to  man's  ingratitude  he  lay, 
Unhous'd,  neglected,  in  the  public  way; 
And  where  on  heaps  the  rich  manure  was  spread, 
Obscene  with  reptiles,  took  his  sordid  bed. 

He  knew  bis  lord: — ^he  knew,  and  strove  tameet; 
(In  vain  he  strove)  to  crawl,  and  kiss  his  feet; 
Yet  (all  he  could)  his  tail,  b^s  ears,  his  eyes, 
Salute  his  master,  ai^d  confess  his  joys. 
Soft  pity  touch*d  the  mighty  master's  soid : 
Adown  his  cheek  a  tear  unbidden  stole; 
Stole  unperceiv'd;  he  tum'd  his  head,  and  dried 
The  drop  humane: — ^then  thus  impassion'd  cried* 

'<  What  noble  beast  in  this  abandon'd  state 
Lies  here  all  helpless  at  Ulysses'  g^te ! 
His  bulk  and  beauty  speak  no  vulgar  praise; 
If,  as  he  seems,  he  was  in  better  days. 
Some  care  his  age  deserves:  or  was  he  priz'd 
For  worthless  beauty !  therefore  now  despis'd  ? 
Such  dogs,  and  men,  there  are;  mere  things  of  state. 
And  always  cherish'd  by  their  friends,  the  great.'* 

"  Not  Argus  so  (Eumaeus  thus  rejoin'd,) 
But  serv'd  a  master  of  a  nobler  kind: 
Who  never,  never  shall  behold  him  more ! 
Long,  long  since  peri«fa'd  on  a  distant  shore ! 
O  had  you  seen  him,  vigorous,  bold,  and  young, 
Swift  as  a  stag,  and  as  a  lion  strong ! 
Him  no  fell  savage  on  the  plsun  withstood. 
None  'scap'd  him,  bosom'd  in  the  gloomy  wood; 
His  eye  how  piercing,  and  his  scent  how  true. 
To  wind  the  vapour  in  the  tainted  dew ! 
Such,  when  Ulysses  left  his  natal  coast; 
Now  years  unnerve  him,  and  his  lord  is  lost! 
The  women  keep  the  generous  creature  bare ; 
A  sleek  and  idle  race  is  all  their  care: 
The  master  gone,  the  servants  what  restrains? 
Or  dwells  humanity  where  riot  reigns  ? 
Jove  fix'd  it  certain,  that  whatever  day 
Makes  man  a  slave,  takes  half  bis  worth  away." 
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This  nid,  tlie  honeit  hevteBsn  *ode  b«fae: 
Tlie  moaiig  HKmafch  |wiiet  «t  llie  dbors 
Tbe  doe,  vfaomfiite  had  nurtad  to  behold    ^        "* 
His  ]or£  when  twenly  tMOM  jepn  iMd  raO^ 
Tdces  a  kst  look»  and,  hairiDg  seen  him,  diett 
Sa  dos'd  to  ever  fiutiifbl  Aigos*  eyes ! 

And  now  Telemaehos,  Hie  arst  ofalk-  '' 

Observed  Emmtus  entering  in  Hie  hall: 
iHstant  he  saw,  ajcnw  the  lAiMdy  dome; 
Then  gave  a  sign^  i(nd  bedbara  lum  to  eone. 
There  stood  an  emp^  aeal^  where  late  was  plM% 
In  Ofder  due^  the  steward  of  the  feast} 
(Who  now  was  busied  carnng  roond  the  boaJd) 
Bumaeus  took,  and  ^hbc*d  it  near  his  ktd. 
Before  liim  instant  was  the  banqnet  qnea^ 
And  the  bright  basket  inFd  with  kMEfea  of  bicad. 

Next  came  Ulysiesy  fewlj  st  Ibe  door, 
A  figure  deq;HCwle,xild,  and  poor. 
In  squalid  vest  with  many  a  gaping  rent, 
Propt  on  a  staff,  and  trembling  as  he  went. 
Then,  resting  on  the  threshold  of  the  gate. 
Against  a  cypress  pillar  lean'd  his  weight; 
(Smooth'd  by  the  workmen  to  a  polish'd  plain) 
The  thoughtful  son  beheld,  and  call'd  his  swain. 

**  These  viands,  and  this  bread,  Euinzus,  bear, 
And  let  yon  mendicant  our  plentj'  share: 
Then  let  him  circle  round  the  suitors*  board. 
And  try  the  bounty  of  each  gracious  lord. 
Bold  let  him  ask,  encourag'd  thus  by  me; 
How  ill,  alas !  do  want  and  shame  agree  ?'* 

His  lord's  command  the  faithful  servant  bears; 
The  seeming  beggnr  answers  with  his  pray'rs, 
**  Bless'd  be  Telemachus  !  in  every  deed 
Inspire  him  Jove!  in  every  wish  succeed!" 
This  said,  the  portion  from  his  son  convej-*d. 
With  smiles  receiving,  on  his  scrip  he  bud. 
Long  as  the  minstrel  swept  the  sounding  wii«. 
He  fed;  and  ceas'd  when  ulence  held  mt  lytt. 
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Soon  as  the  suitors  from  the  banquet  rose, 
Minerva  prompts  the  man  of  mighty  woes. 
To  tempt  their  bounties  with  a  supphaat's  art, 
And  learn  the  generous  from  the'  ignoble  heart; 
(Not  but  his  soul,  resentful  as  humane. 
Dooms  to  full  vengeance  all  the'  offending  train) 
With  speaking*  eyes,  and  voice  of  plaintive  sound, 
Humble  he  moves,*  imploring*  all  around. 
The  proud  feel  pity,  and  relief  bestow, 
"With  such  an  image  touch'd  of  human  wo; 
Inquiring  all,  their  wonder  they  confess, 
And  eye  the  man,  majestic  in  distress. 

While  thus[they  gaze  and  question  with  their  eyes, 
The  bold  Melanthius  to  their  thought  replies: 
**  My  lords !  this  stranger  of  gigantic  port 
The  good  Eumaeus  usher'd  to  your  court. 
Full  well  I  mark'd  the  features  of  his  face. 
Though  all  unknown  his  dime,  or  noble  race." 

"  And  is  this  present,  swineherd !  of  thy  hand  ? 
Bring^st  thou  these  vagrants  to  infest  the  land  f 
(Returns  Antinous  with  retorted  eye) 
Objects  uncouth !  to  check  the  genial  joy. 
Enough  of  these  our  court  already  grace ; 
Of  giant  stomach,  and  of  famish'd  face. 
Such  guests  Eumaeus  to  his  country  brings. 
To  share  our  feast,  and  lead  the  life  of  lungs !" 

To  whom  the  hospitable  swsun  rejoin'd  : 
«*  Thy  passion,  prince,  belies  thy  knowing  mind. 
Who  calls,  from  distant  nations  to  his  own. 
The  poor,  distinguished  by  their  wants  alone  ? 
Round  the  wide  world  are  sought  those  men  divine 
Who  public  structures  raise,  or  who  design ; 
Those  to  whose  eyes  the  gods  their  ways  reveal. 
Or  bless  witl^  salutary  arts  to  heal. 
But  chief  to  poets  such  respect  belong^; 
By  rival  nations  courted  for  their  songs: 
These  states  invite,  and  mighty  kings  admire. 
Wide  as  the  sun  displays  ^  vital  foe. 
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It'is  not  80  ^dtili  want!— how  few tbat  feed 
A  wretch  unhappy,  meie^  for  hu  seed? 
UnjiDit  to  me  and  alttfaait  tenre  tl^  iM3e» 
To  kYe  Ul;faMS  is.  to  niae  th^r  hate. 
For  m^  aoffioe  the.  iqppKdbatUm.  won 
Oimy  great  m^ltta^  and  her  godlike  aon.**  - 

To  hun  Teleinaduia ;— ^No  moft  meenae 
The  man  hjjT  nature  prone  to  macdeaoe: 
InjuriouB  mmda  jiut  anawera  hut  proToke— ^ 
Then  turning  to  Antinoiu»  thda  he  qxike: 
**Thahka  to  thy  care !  whoae  abaohite  mwiiaii 
Thus  driTea  the  atnuiger.ft<9m  our  oourt  and  hn 
Heaven  hlesB  ita  owner  with  a  better  mind ! 
From  envy  fre^  to  charity  indin'd. 
This  both  Penelope  and  1  afford : 
TheiH prince!  bebounteooaof Ulyneif-boaid. 
To  give  another's  IB  thy  hand  ao  riow  ?  * 
So  much  more  aweet,  to  spml»  tluui  to  beaCow  i 

<<  Whence,  great  Telemachus  \  tins  krfty  stn 
(Antinous  cries  with  insolent  disdain) 
Portions  like  mine  if  every  suitor  gave, 
Our  walls  this  twelvemonth  should  not  see  the  slai 

He  spoke ;  and  lifting  high  above  the  board 
His  ponderous  footstool,  shook  it  at  his  lord. 
The  rest  with  equal  hand  conferr*d  the  bread : 
He  fill'd  his  scrip,  and  to  the  threshold  sped ; 
But  first  before  Antinous  stopp'd,  and  said : 
"  Bestow,  my  friend! — ^thou  dost  not  seem  the  w 
Of  all  the  Greeks,  but  princelike  and  the  first: 
Then  as  in  dignity,  be  first  in  worth; 
And  I  shall  praise  thee  through  the  boundless  ea 
Once  I  enjoy'd,  in  luxury  of  state, 
Whate'er  gives  man  the  envied  name  of  great. 
Wealth,  servants,  fViends,  were  mine  in  better  di 
And  hospitality  was  then  my  praise; 
In  every  sorrowing  soul  1  pouPd  delight, 
And  poverty  stood  smiling  in  my  sight. 


,] 
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But  JovQ,  all-govemmg,  whose  only  will 
Determines  fate,  and  mingles  g-ood  with  ill. 
Sent  me  (to  punish  my  pursuit  of  gain) 
With  roving  pirates  o'er  the'  Egyptian  main : 
By  Egypt's  silver  flood  our  ships  we  moor: 
Our  spies  commissioned  straight  the  coast  explore; 
But  impotent  of  mind,  with  lawless  will 
The  country  ravage,  and  the  natives  kill. 
The  spreading  clamour  to  their  city  flies. 
And  horse  and  foot  in  mingled  tumult  rise: 
The  reddening  dawn  reveals  the  hostile  fields 
Horrid  with  bristly  spears,  and  gleaming  shields 
Jove  thundered  on  their  side  :  our  guilty  head 
We  turn'd  to  flight ;  the  gathering  vengeance 

spread 
On  all  parts  round,  and  heaps  on  heaps  lay  dead 
Some  few  the  foes  in  servitude  detain ; 
Death  ill  exchanged  for  bondage  and  for  pidn ! 
Unhappy  me  a  Cyprian  took  aboard; 
And  gfave  to  Dmetor,  Cyprus'  haughty  lord: 
Hither,  to  'scape  his  chains,  my  course  I  steer; 
Still  curs'd  by  fortune,  and  insulted  here  4" 
k   To  whom  Antinous  thus  his  rage  express'd  :— 
*<  What  god  has  plagued  us  with  this  gormand 

g^est  ? 
Unless  at  distance,  wretch !  thou  keep  beliind. 
Another  isle,  than  Cyprus  more  unkind. 
Another  Eg^t  shalt  thou  quickly  find.    . 
From  all  thou  begg'st,  a  bold  audacious  slave. 
Nor  all  can  give  so  much  as  thou  canst  crave. 
Nor  wonder  I  at  such  profusion  shown:—    [own." 
Shameless  they  give,  who  give  what's  not  their 

The  chief  retiring:— "  Souls  like  that  in  thee, 
ni  suit  such  forms  of  grace  and  dignity. 
Nor  will  that  hand  to  utmost  need  afPord 
The  smallest  portion  of  a  wastefUl  board. 
Whose  luxury  whole  patrimonies  sweeps: — 
Yet  starving  want  amidst  the  riot  weeps." 
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The  hauj^ty  wiitor  with  n 
And  wurW  Bmiiing,  this  reply  tctunui 
"  Tnke  that,  ere  yet  thou  quit  tliit  princely  thronfT  "i 
And  dumb  fiir  ever  be  ihy  •Underou*  tiHi|^it '"  > 
He  said,  nmi  hijfh  the  whirling  tfipod  fiuitr.       J 
Hi*  thouldcr-blnde  recciv'd  the  un^ntlc  ihticki 
He  rtootl,  uul  rooi'd  not.  like  ■  marble  rock; 
But  shook  hi*  rhoiig^htfulhekd:  nor  nioir  compbia'd: 
Seditc  of  soul,  h'u  cbantctet  tustain'd. 
And  inly  form'd  revenge:  then  back  withdtrw,  f 
B<.fbn:  hia  feet  the  wdl-fill'd  icfip  he  1hr«w.      ^ 
And  thus  with  acrablance  miW  iddrrwi'd '  hr  cnw.  J 

"Mmv  what  I  speak  yourprincclyminihiipprOTti 
Ye  peen  and  rinla  in  this  noble  love  ' 
Kot  for  Ihe  hurt  J  grieve,  but  Tor  tin 
If,  when  the  sword  our  country's  quartcl  ilnw«,_ 
Or  if  defending  what  ii  justly  dear.  ' 

From  Mm  itnpartial  Bome  broad  wmmJ  wc  bcni 
The  generoun  motiTe  diffnifiea  the  Mar. 
But  ^r  mere  want  how  nard  to  nriFer  ■wnagt 
Wunt  bring*  enough  of  other  ills  alim^: 
Ytl  if  inJBstict  Btxtr  be  leeurc. 
If  fiends  reven^,  and  gods  aMcrt  the  poor. 
Death  shall  lay  low  the  proud  arareBsor's  head. 
And  make  the  duat  Antinous'  bridal  bed." 

**  Peace,   wretch !   and  eat  thy  bread  witboi 

(The  suitor  cried}  or  force  shall  draf^  tbee  bene 
Scourge  through  the  public  street,  and  cut  A 

therv, 
A  manvled  carcass  for  the  hounds  to  tear." 
His  furious  deed  the  general  anger  movM: 
All,   e'en   the  worst,  condemn'd;   and  ■ome 

**  Was  ever  chief  for  wars  like  these  renovi 
m  £u  the  stiwiger  and  the  poor  to 
Urtbless'd  thy  hand '.     "      ' '    " 
Wander,  pcrit^ia,  sc 


rhey  (curious  ofl  of  mortal  actions)  deign 
n  forms  like  these  to  round  the  earth  and  main, 
ust  and  unjust  recording  in  their  mind, 
Lnd  with  sure  eyes  inspecting  all  mankind.'* 

Telemachus,  absorbed  in  thought  severe, 
j^ourish'd deep  anguish,  though  he  shed  no  tear; 
tut  the  dark  brow  of  silent  sorrow  shook : 
Vhile  thus  his  mother  to  he»  virgins  spoke: 
'  On  him  and  his  may  the  bright  gxxi  of  day 
That  base  inhospitable  blow  repay  V* 
"he  nurse  replies :  "If  Jove  receives  my  pray'r, 
Tot  one  survives  to  breathe  to-morrow's  air." 

**  All,  all  are  foes,  and  mischief  is  their  end ; 
Lutinous  most  to  gloomy  death  a  friend 
Replies  the  queen:)   the  stranger  begged  their 
ind  melting  pity  soften'd  every  facej  [grace, 

"rom  every  other  hand  redress  he  found, 
iut  fell  Antinous  answer'd  with  a  wound." 
imidst  her  maids  thus  spoke  the  prudent  queen : 
'hen  bade  Eumseus  call  the  pilgnm  in. — 

Much  of  the*  experienc'd  man  I  long  to  hear ; 
i"  or  his  certain  eye  or  listening  ear, 
[ave  leam'd  the  fortunes  of  my  wandering  lord." 
*hus  she ; — and  good  Eumseus  took  the  word: 

"A  private  audience  if  thy  g^ace  impart, 
'he  stranger's  words  may  ease  the  royal  heart, 
[is  sacred  eloquence  in  balm  distils, 
tnd  the  sooth'd  heart  with  secret  pleasure  fills. 
*hree  days  have  spent  their  beams,  three  nights 

have  run 
'heir  silent  journey,  since  his  tale  begun, 
'nfinish'd  yet;  and  yet  I  thirst  to  hear ! 
.8  when  some  heaven-taught  poet  charms  the  tf  ar, 
Suspending  sorrow  with  celestial  strain, 
reath'd  from  the  gods  to  soften  human  pun) 
'ime  steals  away  with  unregarded  wing, 
nd  the  soul  hears  him,  though  he  cease  to  sing. 
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"  Ulysses  k(e  he  saw,  on  Crelan  ground, 
(His  father'a  giieal)  lor  Minos'  birth  renown'd. 
He  now  hut  waits  tnc  wind  to  waft  him  |0'er, 
Wilhboundlesa  treasure,  from  Thesprotia'sibore." 

To  this  the  quetn:  The  wanderer  let  me  hew, 
WhUe  yon  Insurious  race  indul|re  their  cheer, 
',    Devour  the  grazing  ox,  and  browsing'  gost. 

And  turn  ray  g^nei^jua  vintage  down-thtir  throat 
Por  Where's  an  arm  like  tbhie,  Ulysses !  strong. 
To  curb  wild  riot,  and  to  punish  wrong  ?" 

She  spoke : — Telemachua  then  sneez'd  aloudi 
Constriiiii'd !  hi^  nostril  echoed  througlfthe  crowd. 
The  smiliuK  queen  the  happy  omen  nleu'd: 
"  ao  may  these  impious  fiil,  by  fete  oppress'd '." 
Then  to  Eiunzus:  "  Bring  the  sti'anger ;  fly' 
And  if  my  questions  meet  a  true  reply, 
Gruc'dwitli  &  decent  robej  he  <diii2I  retire, 
A  gift  in  s^uon  which  his  wiinU  require,"  --^^H 

Thus  q»ke  Penelope.     Bumxus  Hies       -^^^ 
In  duteotis  haste,  and  to  uijsses  cries; 
"The  queen  invites  thee,  venerable  guest! 
A  secret  instinct  moves  her  troubled  breast. 
Of  her  long  absent  lord  from  thee  to  gnn 
Some  light,  and  sooth  her  soid's  eternal  pain. 
If  true,  if  faithful  tliou,  her  grateful  mind 
Of  decent  robes  a  present  hat  design'd: 
So  finding  favour  in  the  royal  eye. 
Thy  other  wants  her  subjects  shall  supply." 

"  Fair  truth  alone  (the  patient  man  replied) 
My  words  shall  dictate,  and  my  lips  shall  guide. 
To  him,  to  me,  one  common  lot  was  given. 
In  equal  woes,  alas!  involv'd  by  heaven. 
Much  of  his  fates  1  know;  but  check'd  by.  fear 
1  stand; — the  hand  of  liolenee  is  here  : 
Here  boundless  wrongs  the  starry  skies  inrade. 
And  injur'd  suppliants  seek  in  vain  for  aid. 
Let  for  a  space  the  pensive  queen  attend. 
Not  claim  my  story  tiU  the  sun  d 
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Then  in  such  robes  as  suppliants  may  require, 
ComposM  and  cheerful  by  the  genidi  fire. 
When  loud  uproar,  and  lawless  riot  cease, 
Shall  her  pleas'd  ear  receive  my  words  in  peace." 

Swift  to  the  queen  returns  the  gentle  swain: 
"  And  say,  (she  cries)  does  fear,  or  shame,  detain 
The  cautious  stranger  ?  With  -the  begging  kind 
Sbame  suits  but  ill.*'     Eumacus  thus  rejoin'd : 

**  He  only  asks  a  more  propitious  hour, 
And  shuns  (who  would  not })  wicked  men  in  pow'r; 
At  evening  mild,  meet  season  to  confer. 
By  turns  to  ^estion,  and  by  turns  to  hear." 

**  Whoe'er  this  guest  (the  prudent  queen  replies) 
His  every  step  and  every  thought  is  wise. 
For  men  Hke  these  on  earth  he  sliall  not  find, 
In  allthe  miscreant  race  of  humankind." 

Thus  slie.     Eumaeus  all  her  words  attends. 
And,  parting,  to  the  suitor  powers  descends : 
There  seeks  Telemachus ;  and  tlius  apart  , 
In  whispers  breathes  the  fondness  of  his  heart: 

"  The  time,  my  lord,  invites  me  to  repair 
Jlence  to  the  lodge;  my  charge  demands  my  care. 
These  sons  of  murder  thirst  thv  life  to  take ; 
O  guard  it,  guard  it,  foi*  thy  servant's  sake !" 

**  Thanks  to  my  friend,  ne   cries :  but  no\f  the 
hour 
Of  night  draws  on;  go,  seek  the  rural  bow'r: 
But  first  refresh:  and  at  the  dawn  of  day 
Hither  a  victim  to  the  gods  convey. 
Our  life  ^o  heaven's  immortal  powers  we  trust: 
Safe  in  their  care ;  for  heaven  protects  the  just." 

Obsen'ant  of  his  voice,  Eumaeus  sat 
And  fed  recumbent  on  a  chair  of  state. 
Then  instant  rose,  and  as  he  .mov'd  along  -\ 

*Twas  riot  all  amid  the  suitor  throng :  ( 

They  feast,  they  dance,  and  raise  the  mirthful  r 
song,  J 

Till  now  declining  toward  the  close  of  day, 
The  sun  pbliquely  shot  his  dewy  ray. 
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BOOK  XVUI. 

WHII.E  fix'd  in  thought  the  pensive  he?o  sat, 

A  mendicant  approach'd  the  royal  g^te  ; 

A  surly  vag^nt  of  the  giant  kind. 

The  stain  of  manhood,  of  a  coward  mind: 

Prom  feast  to  feast,  insatiate  to  devour. 

He  flew,  attendant  on  the  genial  hour, 

Him  on  his  mother's  knees,  when  babe  he  lay. 

She  nam'd  Amxus  on  his  natal  day: 

But  Irus  his  associates  call'd  the  boy, 

Practis'd,  the  common  messenger,  to  fly; 

Irus,  a  name  expressive  of  the  employ. 

From  his  own  roof,  with  meditated  blows, 
He  strove  to  drive  the  man  of  mighty  woes,  [way, 

**  Hence,  dotard,  hence !  and  tunely  speed  thy 
Lest  dragg'd  in  vengeance  thou  repent  thy  stay; 
See  how  with  nods  assent  yon  princely  train ! 
But  honouring  age,  in  mercy  I  refrain, 
in  peace  away  \  lest,  if  persuasions  fail. 
This  arm  with  blows  more  eloquent  prevail.'* 

To  whom,  with  stem  regard: — ^^'Oh,  insolence; 
Indecently  to  rail  without  oflence ! 
"What  bounty  gives,  without  a  rival  share: 
I  ask,  what  Wms  not  thee,  to  breathe  this  air; 
Alike  on  alms  we  both  precarious  live: 
And  canst  tbou  envy  when  the  great  relieve  ? 
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Kbiw  lirom  t)ie  boonteoiiB  hMfeM  afl  tidies  ^ 
And  iriurt:  Bita  SiTcty  Uie  godi  b^  flUHi  iMttow. 
PMQd  M  thou  ait»  hencefotth  BO  MK  be  pio^ 
Leit  I  anpriiit  ny  4eiige«iice  in  dnr  blood ; 
Old  M I  am,  dioidd  once  mr  finy  bmt 
How  wooklat  tlio^ij,  nor  0*60  in  tlMN»lifc  rafebn!^ 
*>  Mete  woihn  glitloii !  (thai  the  wni  rqiBa^ 
A  tongue  to  IlipMrt,  with  a  thiott  so  iiide! 
Why  ceMe  I,  gods !  to  daih  thoee  teeth  awagry 
like  aome  file  boar*%  that  greedy  of  hb  ney 
UinootB  the  beaided  com  f— riae^ .  tnr.tlieflgm ;    . 
Qod wellthy knnas  approach, and feiel my adl^ ; 
8ave  of  defeat,  liefHe  the  peeta  encage^ 
Unequal  fight  !%dien  youth  contenSi  with  ago!?    .* 

Thoa  in  a  wcody  wgr  their  tof^^Mca  ^qphgr  '.      a 
Morfe  fieiee  intents,  prelnding  to  the  ftny. 
Antinooa  hear|»  and  m  a  joviM  Teifl^  • . 
Thna  with  kmd  ku^ilerJto  tiie  soitflMimia: 

*  Thb  happy  day  in  nurth,  my  firiendaj'  employ :' 
And  lo !  the  gods  conspire  to  crown  our  joy. 
Sec,  ready  for  the  fight,  and  hand  to  hand. 
Yon  surly  mendicants  contentious  stand !      [spring 
"Why  urg-e  we  not  to  blows  ?" — Well  pleas'd  they 
Swifl  from  their  scats,  and,  tliickening,  form  a  ring. 

To  whom  Antjnous : — **  Lo !  enrich'd  with  blood, 
A  ki^*s  well-fatted  entrails  (tasteful  food) 
On  glowing  embers  lie;  on  him  bestow 
The  choicest  portion  who  subdues  his  foe; 
Grant  him  unrivall'd  in  these  walls  to  stay, 
The  sole  attendant  on  the  genial  day." 

The  lords  applaud:  Ulysses  then  with  art. 
And  fears  well-feign'd,  disgius'd  his  dauntless  hearts 

**  Worn  as  1  am  with  age,  decayed  with  wO| 
Say,  is  it  baseness  to  decline  the  foe  f 
Hani  conflict !  when  calamity  and  age 
With  vigorous  youth,  unknown  to  cares,  engage: 
Yet  fearful  of  disgrace,  to  try  the  day 
Imperious  hunger  bids,  and  I  obey. 
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fiut  swear,  impartial  arbiters  of  right, 

Swear  to  stand  neutral,  while  we  cope  in  fight." 

The  peers  assent :  when  straight  his  sacred  head 
Telemachus  uprais'd,  and  sternly  said: 

"  Stranger,  if  prompted  to  chastise  the  wrong 
Of  this  bmd  insolent,  confide,  be  strong ! 
The*  injurious  Greek  that  dares  attempt  a  blow, " 
That  instant  makes  Telemachus  his  foe  ; 
And  these  my^friends*  shall  gtiard  the  sacred  ties 
Of  hospitality;— fbr^hey  are  wise." 

Then  gir(^ng  his  strong  loins,  the  king  prepares 
To  close  in  combat,  and  his  body  bares; 
Broad  spread  his  shoulders;  and  his  nervous  thighs 
By  just  degrees,  like  well-tum'd  columns,  rise: 
Ample  his  chest;  his  arms  are  round  and  long^       * 
And  each  strong  joint  Minerva  knits  more  strong 
(Attendant  on  her  chief:)  the  suitor-crowd 
With  wonder  g^e,  and  gazing  speak  aloud: 

*'  Irus,  alas !  shall  Irus  be  no  more ; 
Black  fate  impends,  and  this  the'  avenging  hour ! 
Gods!  how  his  nerves  a  matchless  strength  pro- 
claim, 
Swell  o'er  his  well-strung  hmbs,  and  brace  his 
frame !" 

Then  pale  with  fears,  and  sickening  at  the  sight. 
They  dragged,  the  unwilling  Irus  to  the  fight; 
From  his  blank  visage  fled  the  coward  blood, 
And  his  flesh  trembled  as  aghast  he  stood. 

•*  Oh  that  such  baseness  should  disgrace  the  light ! 
O  hide  it,  death,  in  everlasting-  night ! 
(Excbdms  Antinous) — can  a  vigoroi^s  foe 
Meamy  dec;line  to  combat  age  and  wo ! 
But  hear  me,  wretch !  if  recreant  in  the  fray. 
That  huge  bulk  yield  this  ill-contested  day. 
Instant  uiou  sail'st,  to  Echetus  resign'd, 
A  tyrant  fiercest  of  the  tyrant-kind ; 

*  Antinous  and  Eurymachus.' 
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Who  cafta.  tiijr  MHigled  ci»  tad  Mie  a  pt^ 
To  hansiy  bon.  Mid  lo|M  die  am  sn^." 

While  vitb  udigMat  tooni  ke  itehdf  iptke, 
iBierety  jouil  the  ImnbBng  Iraa'AaBk, 
WawfioattefteBt^echfiDWM^gdMBamionit^^ 
And  poiMs  htgh  ia  nr  hie  edTcne  hiBML     . 
The  dbief  jet  d<Nibt%  <»r  to  the  ihidfe  hiter 
To  ftll  th»  mot  «t  one  Teoypefid  bloir. 
Or  eive  hie  lie:  aid  eoon  his  life  to  life  - 
Ihe  kia|^  leeohret;  for  mer^  <Vqr*  the  bhnre. 
Thefc  ioetiat  Inie  ble  huge  arm  ezleadi» ..   . 
-Ml  oa  the  aheidder  the  rude  «ei^  deaceub. 
The  aafe  UlywedS  foarftd  to  <Uach)ae  '      .    : 
The  hm  latent  io'the  man  of'woe%  I 
Chechyi  half  lua  Alight:  y  et  tinng  to  the  attolDei . 
Ka  jsv-bone  dadi'd;  ibe  craahing  jaw-b^oe-fa^olElh 
Down  droptlie  atopid  fanh  theatgrnniny  wwjndt 
Hia  feet  extended,  cjaireiingy-heat  tfiegroiuid ;    - 
His  mouth  and  nostrils  spout  a.  purple  flood; 
Jfis  teeth,  all  shattered,  rush  immix'd  with  blood. 

The  peers  transported,  as  outstretch*d  he  lies, 
With  bursts  of  laughter  rend  the  vaulted  skies; 
Then  dragged  along,  all  bleeding  from  the  wound, 
His  length  of  carcass  trailing  prints  the  ground: 
Rais'd  on  his  feet,  again  he  reels,  he  falls. 
Till  propp'd  reclining  on  the  palace  walls ; 
Then  to  his  hand  a  staff  the  victor  gave. 
And  thus  with  pust  reproach  address*d  the  slave:  * 

**  There  terrible,  affright  the  dogs,  and  reig^ 
A  dreaded  tyrant  o'er  the  bestial  train  ! 
But  mercy  ti>  the  poor  and  stranger  show; 
Lest  heaven  in  vengeance  send  some  mightier  wo.^ 

Scornful  he  spoke,  and  o'er  his  shoulders  dungl 
The  broad-patch'd  scrip;  the  scrip  in  tatters  hung,  > 
III  join'd,  and  knotted  to  a  twisted  thong.  j 

Then,  turning  short,  disdain'd  a  further  stiiy; 
But  to  the  palace  measur'd  back  the  way. 
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There  as  he  rested,  gathering  in  a  ring, 
The  peers  with  smile»  addressed  theiiv  unknown 
king : 

"  Stranger,  may  Jove  and  all  the*  a^'rial  powers 
With  every  blessing  crown  thy  happy  hours ! 
Our  freedom  to  thy  prowess'd  arm  we  owe 
From  bold  intrusion  of  thy  coward  foe ;      • 
Instant  the  flying  sail  the  slave  sliall  wing 
To  Echetus,  the  monster  of  a  king." 

"While  pleas'd  he  hears,  Antinous  bears  thft  food, 
A  kid's  well-fatted  entrails,  rich  with  blood  : 
The  bread  from  canisters  of  shining  mold, 
Amphinomus ;  and  wines  that  laygh  in  gold : 
**  And  oh !  (he  mildly  cries)  may  heaven  display 
A  beam  of  glory  o'er  thy  future  day  ! 
Alas,  the  brave  too  oft  is  doom'd  to  bear 
The  gripes  of  poverty,  and  stings  of  care." 

To  whom  with  thought  mature  the  king  repliesi 
**  The  tongue  speaks  wisely,  wheff  the  soul  is  wise. 
Such  was  thy  father !  in  imperial  state. 
Great  without  vice,  that  oft  attends  the  great: 
l^or  from  the  sire  art  thou,  the  son,  declin'd  : 
Then  hear. my  words,  and  grave  them  in  thy  mind  \ 
Of  dl'that  breathes,  or  grovelling  creeps  on  earth, 
Most  vain  is  man !  caliufnitous  by  birth. 
To-day,  with  power  elate,  in  strength  he  blooms ; 
The  haughty  creature  on  that  power  presumes : 
Anon  from  heaven  a  sad  reverse  he  feels ; 
'  Untaught  to  bear,  'gainst  heaven  the  wretch  rebels. 
For  man  is  changeful,  as  his  bliss  or  wo; 
Too  high  when  prosperous;  when  distress'd  too 

low. 
There  was  a  day,  when  witli  the  scornful  g^eat 
I  swQll'd  in  pomp,  and  arrogance  of  state: 
Proud  of  the  power  that  to  high  birth  belongs; 
And  us'd  that  power  to  justify  my  wrongs. 
Then  let  not  man  be  proud:  but  firm  of  mind, 
Bear  the  best  humbly,  and  the  worst  re^gn'd; 
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Bfl  dumb  wlien  licaveii  aiHicti  I  uiililce  fan  iiJtt 
Of  htofbt)'  ipiiilcn,  inwlenlly  vaitii 
Wwnuike  ll>i:ii'i[Ucrn  ntid  dllier  wrilth  ft  pM^: 
But  vengUncv  aid  lIlyiMt  w\iif  Ibvit  way. 

0  iDM'fttbuu,  raviHir'd  by  nume  yunr(U«.n  pon^ 
Far,  Ur  b«  Jiriant  in  Uiat  deatblUI  hour  1 

for  lure  I  tiiH,  >f  (tern  IJIywe*  brUttu, 
Tbtte  Mlet*  riotK  und  iii  bluotl  and  dvath." 
Tlicn  to  ihc  ^li  llie  nwy  jiiice  lie  ptnatt, 
An^  tlW  dnun'J![(ihlrla  In  tUc  chief  Natonii 
Stunctotbc  M»il,  o'crcuit  with  boly  draad.    I . 
IleahookdmKntecfulliunauniorhiaheadi   ' 
Hi(  bodhtf  il>ii.iL(hv  rmiir.-  »n  forc*(ull«  :—      ' ' 

Innunt  by  y.-  J  'IM.  n, ,.  r,„,  i„  Ml», 

FornJUcK''.'!         .1 :i     ..!  [..   tiiriM 

Tfi  Jnimhii  111  ini  iniiii|niin  ii ■. aiiilMiUBll 

lIcMiwblle  ICiietTa  wHb  LmdiietiT*  Um 
ThyaaultPawlopCifrmaliMTMiIniiifaMi    ' 
With  flttterinr  bopei  the  Mihon  to  betnqr. 
And  M-tm  to  meet,  yet  Ay,  the  bridtl  dayt 
'I1iy  hiiHliiin<l'ii  wonder,  niul  I)iy  ton's  to  raiie. 
And  crown  tht:  motjicr  and  the  wifu  wiili  pntiK. 
'I'litn,  whilu  t)io  MrcumiiiK  inrrctw  dinu  her  eytt, 
Tims  wilti  B  tmriiiii;nt  (mile  tlic  matron  criei: 

"  Kiiryriiinic  !  to  go  wlKtc  riot  rejpi* 

1  feci  an  impiilHCi  liitHiifh  my  aoid  diwlain*: 


't'o  my  lov'd  non  the  iiiiiirC!i  of  death  to  ihow, 
And  ill  the  trailor-friiiiid  itnmiuk  the  foci 
Wlio  omnotli  uf  lonipic,  in  purprjsc  innncerc, 
Ilidci  fraud  in  iinitci,  wlidu  death   u  ftmbuidi'd 

"  Go  warn  tliy  roii,  nor  be  the  warning  vain, 
(KCplieil  tbe  iiajfi nt  of  ttie  royal  train) 
Hut  liatli'il,  anointed,  un<l  adum'd,  deicendt 
Powerful  of  channi,  bid  every  ^race  attend^ 
The  tide  ol'  nowlng  tearH  awhile  tupprcMi 
Team  but  uululfe  the  totruw,  not  repren.  • 
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Some  joy  remains: — ^to  thee  a  son  is  given, 
Such  as  in  fondness  parents  ask  of  heaven." 

•*  Ah  me  !  forbear  (returns  the  queen,)  forbear: 
O  talk  not,  talk  not  of  vain  beauty's  care ! 
No  more  I  bathe,  since  he  no  long^er  sees 
Those  charms,  for  whom  alone  t  wish  to  please. 
The  day  that  bore  Ulysses  from  this  coast 
Blasted  the  little  bloom  these  cheeks  could  boast. 
But  instant  bid  Autono^  descend, 
Instant  Hippodam^  our  steps  attend : 
111  suits  it  female  virtue,  to  be  seen 
Alone,  indecent,  in  the  walks  of  men.'* 

Then  while  Eurynom^  the  mandate  bears. 
From  heaven  Minerva  shoots  with  guardian  cares; 
O'er  all  her  senses,  as  the  couch  she  press'd. 
She  pours  a  pleasing,  deep,  and  death-like  rest: 
With  every  beauty  every  feature  arms; 
Bids  her  cheeks  glow,  and  lights  up  all  her  charms: 
In  her  love-darting  eyes  awaites  the  fires; 
(Immortal  gifts  !  to  kindle  soft  desiresj 
From  limb  to  limb  an  air  majestic  sheds. 
And  the  pure  ivory  o'er  her  bosom  spreads. 
Such  Venus  shines,  when  with  a  measui*'d  bound 
She  smoothly  gliding  swims  the'  harmonious  round. 
When  witli  tlie  graces  in  the  dance  she  moves, 
And  fires  the  gazing  gods  with  ardent  loves. 
Then  to  the  skies  her  flight  Minerva  bends ; 
And  to  the  queen  tlie  damsel-train  descends: 
Wak'd  at  their  steps,  her  flowing  eyes  unclose; 
'I'lie  tear  she  wipes,  and  thus  renews  her  woes : 

**  Howe'er  'tis  well,  that  sleep  awhile  can  free 
With  soft  forgetfulness  a  wretch  like  me; 
Oh !  were  it  given  to  yield  this  transient  breath  I 
Send,  O  Diana,  send  the  sleep  of  death  ! 
Why  must  I  waste  a  tedious  life  in  tears, 
Nor  bury  in  the  silent  grave  my  cares  ? 
O  my  Ulysses !  ever  honour'd  name ! 
For  thee  I  mourn,  till  death  dissolves  my  frame." 
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Thus  wailing  blow  atul  sadly  slic  descends: 
On  citlier  liuiul  a  (lainscl'tnuii  attends: 
Fnll  where  the  dome  its  shining  v&lves  expands, 
lludiant  bofuiv  the  K^zin|^  peers  she  stands; 
A  veil  traiibhiceiit  o'er  her  I)row  displayed, 
II cr  beauty  sfcnis»  and  only  seems,  to  shade: 
Sudden  she  liglitens  in  their  du/.zlcd  eyes. 
And  sudden  flanies  in  cveir  bosom  rise; 
'J'hey  send  tlieir  eajj^er  souls  with  every  look, 
Till  silence  thus  the*  imperial  matron  broke  : 

*M)  why,  my  son,  why  now  no  more  appears 
That  warmth  of  soul  that  urg-M  thy  young-eryeare? 
Thy  riper  days  no  jfrowing*  woilh  impart; 
A  man  in  stature,  still  a  boy  in  heart ! 
Thy  well-knit  frame,  unprofital)ly  stronj^. 
Speaks  thee  an  hero  from  an  hero  sprung': 
JUit  the  just  gods  in  vain  those  gifts  bestow — 
1)  wise  alone  in  form,  and  brave  in  show ! 
Heavens!  e.oulda  st.ranji^er  feel  <)i)f)i-ession*s  hand 
Hcnratii  lliv  roof,  :«ii(l  coiildst  Llioii  t:»Mii-iv  stand.' 
Iftlirjii  till-  .sti-;iii;;-«i''s  rij^^litcous  cinisc  <lit)i!i«', 
Ill'i  is  tin-  suir'Tuiice,  btit  tin-  sliiiiijc  is  tliin*'." 

To  wlioiM,  uitli  lilliil  :i\\e,  the  prime  iH-turiis: 
"  Tli.'it  L^fiUiOiis  soul  willi  jiisi  i-i'sentnnn1  burns. 
V't,  luiiL'lit  \)y  time,  niy  li<;ii1.  li:is  IcarnM  to  j^low 
Tor  oIIk  t-s'  l^<>(>(\f  .'ind  iindt  ;it  olhcri'  wo: 
iiiit  irnpoli  u\  tlw  sc  rjc)t:i  to  n-jj(d, 
I  l)(  :>v  tin  A'  on'r:i!/"!-,  IIkiUl-Ii  miv  soul  rclxl- 
II<  1[,l<:,s  ;iiuir|  t!i(    sii:iris  ot'dcitth  I  tivud, 
And  iiiiii.liii-.  |(:i;;;ii(I  in  impious  union  drc.'ul. — ■ 
[itit  now   no  ciiiiir  is  tlitirs:    diis  v.  ronj^  \)\iiV(:i't\ti 
I'loni  li-iis;  and  ilu-  :;uilt\   Irns  bli;etl.s. 
C)  V.  (*iild  to  .)«)\«-  '   or  lici'  w  hose  arms  disj)l:iv 
■J'li.-  sITk  Id  or.f«,\<',  or  liim  who  ndcs  tlic  <l;iy  ' 
rli;it  \on  prond   .i;iioivi,  \\  lio  licr;Mtious  trcud 
ri.<  .If  ronrts,  wiiliiii  ill.  s'-  courts  like  Iimi.s  Idcd- 
\\  lioKc  loose  Ik. ad  If -tt.  linjf,  as  v\  ilh  w Im- ojiprcss'c!^ 
Obii(jM«jly  <lrops.  and  noijiiinj^  kho';ks  h'-s  br-.-a:.'.: 
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Powerless  to  move,  liis  staggering  feet  deny 
The  coward  wretch  the  privilege  to  fly.** 

Then  to  the  queen  Euiymachus  replies: 
'*  O  justly  lov*d,  and  not  more  fair  than  wise ! 
Should  Greece  through  all  her  hundred  states 

survey 
Thy  finish*d  charms,  all  Greece  would  own  thy 
In  rival  crowds  contest  the  glorious  prize,    [sway. 
Dispeopling  realms  to  gaze  upon  thy  eyes. 
O  woman  !  loveliest  of  the  lovely  kind. 
In  body  perfect,  and  complete  in  mind!** 

**  Ah  me  !  (returns  the  queen)  when  from  this 
shore 
Ulysses  sail'd,  then  beauty  was  no  more ! 
The  gods  decreed  these  eyes  no  more  should  keep 
Their  wonted  grace,  but  only  serve  to  weep. 
Should  he  return,  whate*er  my  beauties  prove. 
My  virtues  last : — ^my  brightest  charm  is  love. 
Now,  grief,  thou  all  art  mine !  the  gods  o*ercast 
My  sbiU  with  woes,  that  lon^,  ah  long,  must  last ! 
Too  faithfully  my  heart  retains  the  day 
That  sadly  tore  my  royal  lord  away  : 
Hd  grasp'd  my  hand,  and  **  oh,  my  spouse !  I  leave 
Thy  arms  (he  cried,)  perhaps  to  find  a  grave: 
Fame  speaks  the  Trojans  bold;  they  boast  the  skiU 
To  give  the  feather'd  arrow  wings  to  kill. 
To  dart  the  spear,  and  guide  the  rushing  car 
With  dreadful  inroad  through  the  walks  of  war. 
My  sentence  is  gone  forth: — and  'tis  decreed 
perhaps  by  righteous  heaven  that  1  must  bleed  \ 
My  father,  mother,  all,  I  trust  to  thee; — 
To  them,  to  them  transfer  the  love  of  me: 
But  when  my  son  grows  man,  tlie  royal  sway 
Resign,  and  happy  be  thy  bridal  day  !** 
Such  were  his  words  and  Hymen  now  prepares 
To  light  his  torch  and  give  me  up  to  cares; 
The'  afHictive  band  of  wrathful  Jove  to  bear: 
A  wretch  the  most  complete  that  breathes  the  air  v*^ 
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FaJlrn  e*cn  }>elu\v  the  n^ts  to  women  due  ! 

i'jtTcl'.is  to  i>U-jls'',  with  iiMolence  ye  woo  ! 

The  ^-neroiii>  lovers,  studious  to  fucceej. 

Bid  tlieir  whole  herds  and  flocks  in  banquets  bleed; 

By  precious  ^Sis  the  vow  sincere  display: 

Yfw,  only  yoM,  make  her  ye  love  your  prey.** 

Well-plcu&M  Ulysses  hears  his  queen  deceive 
The  suitor-train,  and  raise  a  thirst  to  give: 
Fal»r  hopes  slie  kindles :  but  those  hopes  betray. 
And  promise,  yet  elude,  the  bridal  day. 

While  yet  she  speaks  the  gay  Antinous  cries, 
**  OiTspring  of  kings,  and  more  than  woman  wise  ! 
'Tis  right ;  'tis  man's  prerogative  to  give. 
And  custom  bids  thee  without  shame  receive  ; 
Yet  never,  never,  from  thy  dome  we  move 
Till  Hymen  lights  the  torch  of  spousal  love." 

The  peers  despatch  their  heralds  to  convey 
The  gins  of  love;  with  speed  they  take  the  way. 
A  robe  Antinous  gives  of  shining  dyes, 
Tiiv  '.  .tr"iii.^-  !.':-.s  in  ;;ay  confusion  rise 
l{.r\  iidr.i  :.r:  .iit'i-*\  liuiul  I    twclvc  clasps  of  gold 
("!r»5v  to  liic  L-->.i.'n^  Witist  the  vest  unfold: 
D«<-.r.  from  tin:  >-v.  •.  Ilin^  loins  the  vest  unbound 
Flout-  111  !)r!^-}ii  \\aves  rcduiulaut  o*er  the  gi-ound. 
A  hrure!f:t  i.'ii  v.  i*.}j  prold,  with  nmbcr  giiy, 
Tiia*.  shot  eirul.L;-»:ii'(.;  Ike  tlje  solar  my, 
Eunnucli!i.->  presents,   and  e:u'-rlngs  briglit, 
"\\  ith  trlph.  htar.^  that  fast  a  trembling"  lig-ht. 
Pi<u.dc T  bi-ars  a  necklace  wroug'ht  with  iirt 
AntI  tv.ry  peer,  (•\j)r<.'.ssiv('  of  his  heart, 
A  i^'A'l  bcst'»v.  s  :  this  done,  the  queen  ascends, 
And  slow  brhin«l  her  (lauisel-train  attends. 

Tiien  to  ihc  <hinct'  the}  form  the  vocal  strain 
Till  Hcsperun  leads  forlh  the  starry  train; 
An  i  now  h.-  raises,  as  the  day-liglit  fades, 
His  croklen  cliclcl  in  the  deepening"  shades  : 
Tlircc  vases  lipap'd  with  copious  fires  display 
O'er  all  t!ie  palace  a  fictitious  day; 
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From  space  to  space  the  torch  wide-beaming  burns. 
And  sprightly  damsels  trim  the  rays  by  turns. 

To  whom  the  king : — "  111  suits  your  sex  to  stay 
Alone  with  men !  ye  modest  maids,  away  ! 
Go,  with  the  queen  the  spindle  guide  ;  or  cull 
(The  partners  of  her  cares)  the  silver  wool; 
Be  it  my  task  the  torches  to  supply. 
E'en  till  the  morning  lamp  adorns  the  sky: 
E'en  till  the  morning,  with  unwearied  care. 
Sleepless  I  watch : — ^for  I  have  leam'd  to  bear." 

Scornful  they  heard:  Melantho,  fair  and  young, 
(Melantho,  from  the  loins  of  Dolius  sprung, 
Who  with  the  queen  her  years  an  infant  led. 
With  the  soft  fondness  of  a  daughter  bred) 
Chiefly  derides:  reg^ardless  of  the  cares 
Her  queen  endures,  polluted  joys  she  shares 
Nocturnal  with  Eurymachus ! — With  eyes 
That  speak  disdain,  the  wanton  thus  replies : 

"  Oh  !  whither  wanders  thy  distemper'd  brain. 
Thou  bold  intruder  on  a  princely  train  ? 
Hence  to  the  vagrant's  rendezvous  repair ; 
'Or  shun  in  some  black  forge  the  midnight  air. 
Proceeds  this  boldness  from  a  turn  of  soul. 
Or  flows  licentious  from  the  copious  bowl: 
Is  it  that  vanquish'd  Irus  swells  tliy  mind  ? 
A  foe  may  meet  thee  of  a  braver  kind ; 
Who,  shortening  with  a  storm  of  blows  thy  stay. 
Shall  send  thee  howling  all  in  blood  away  ?" 

To  whom  with  frowns : — "  O  impudent  in  wrong! 
Thy  lord  shall  curb  that  insolence  of  tongue. 
Know,  to  Telemachus  I  tell  the'  oifence : 
The  scourge,  the  scourge  shall  lash  tliee  into  sense." 

With  conscious  shame  they  hear  the  stem  rebuke. 
Nor  longer  durst  sustain  the  sovereign  look. 

Then  to  the  servile  task  the  monarch  turns 
His  royal  hands:  each  torch  refulgent  bums 
M'itli  added  day:  meanwhile  in  museiul  mood, 
Absorb'd  in  thought,  on  vengeance  fiz'd,  he  stood*. 

l\2 
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Irreverent  to  the  ^eat,  and  uncontroU'd. 
Art  thou  from  wine,  or  innate  folly,  bold  ? 
Perhaps,  these  outrages  from  Irus  flow, 
A  worthless  triumph  o'er  a  worthless  foe  !" 

He  said,  and  with  full  force  a  footstool  threw  : 
Whirl'd  from  his  arm  with  erring"  rage  it  flew. 
Ulysses,  cautious  of  the  vengeful  foe, 
Stoops  to  the  ground,  and  disappoints  the  blow. 
Not  so  a  youth  who  deals  the  goblet  round : 
Full  on  his  shoulder  it  inflicts  a  wound: 
Dash'd  from  his  hand  the  sounding  goblet  flies; 
He  shrieks,  he  reels,  he  falls, — and  breathless  lies. 

Then  wild  uproar  and  clamour  mounts  the  sky ; 
Till  mutual  thus  the  peers  indignant  cry : 
*'  O  had  this  stranger  sunk  to  realms  beneath. 
To  the  black  realms  of  darkness  and  of  death, 
Ere  yet  he  trod  these  shores ! — To  strife  he  drag's 
Peer  ae'ainst  peer,  and  what  the  werghty  cause  ? 
A  vagabond ! — ^for  liim  the  great  destroy, 
In  vile  ignoble  jars,  the  feast  of  joy." 

To  whom  the  stern  Telemachus  uprose: — 
**  Gods !  what  wild  folly  from  the  goblet  flows ! 
Whence  this  unguarded  openness  of  soul. 
But  from  the  license  of  the  copious  bowl  ? 
Or  heaven  delusion  sends: — but  hence;  away! 
Force  I  forbear,  and  without  force  obey." 

Silent,  abashed,  they  hear  the  stem  rebuke  : 
'Till  thus  Amphinomus  the  silence  broke : 

"  True  are  his  words :  and  he  whom  truth  oflcnds. 
Not  with  Telemachus,  but  truth,  contends; 
Let  not  the  hand  of  violence  invade 
The  reverend  stranger,  or  the  spotless  maid; 
Ketire  we  hence ! — hut  crown  with  rosy  wine 
The  flowing  goblet  to  the  powers  divine  : 
Guard  he  his  guest  beneath  whose  roof  he  stands : 
This  justice,  mis  the  social  right  demands." 

The  peers  assent : — the  goblet  Mulius  crown'd 
With  purple  juice,  andi>ore  in  order  round; 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

THE  DISCOYERT  OF  ULTRSES  TO  ECHTCLEA. 

ULYSSES  and  his  son  remove  the  weapons  out  of  -the  armoiy. 
Ulysses  in  conversation  with  Penelope  g^ves  a  fictitioas  ac' 
diunt  of  his  adventures ;  then  assures  ner  he  had  fiiniierly  en> 
tertained  her  husband  in  Crete,  and  describes  exactly  hb  per- 
son and  address ;  affirms  to  have  heard  of  him  in  Phieaeia  and 
Thesprotia,  and  that  his  return  is  certain,  and  within  a  month. 
He  thai  goes  to  bathe,  and  is  attended  by  Euryclea ;  who  dis- 
covers  him  to  be  Ulysses  by  the  scar  upon  nis  1^,  which  he  for> 
merljr  received  in  hunting  the  wild  boar  on  Parnassus.  The 
poet  inserts  a  digpression,  relating  diat  accident  widi  all  its 
particulars. 
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BOOK  XIX. 

CojfsuLTiNo  secret  with  the  blue-ey*d  maid. 
Still  in  the  dome  divine  Ulysses  staid : 
Revenge  mature  for  act  inflam'd  his  breast; 
And  thus^  the  son  the  fervent  sire  addressM : 

**  Instant  convey  those  stately  stores  of  war  \ 
To  distant  rooms,  dispos'd  with  secret  care : 
The  cause  demanded  by  the  suitor-train, 
To  sooth  their  fears  a  specious  reason  feign : 
Say,  since  Ulysses  left  his  natal  coast. 
Obscene  with  smoke,  their  beamy  lustre  lost. 
His  arms  deform 'd  the  roof  they  wont  adorn : 
From  the  glad  walls  inglorious  lumber  torn. 
Suggest,  that  Jove  the  peaceful  thought  inspir'd, 
Lest  they  by  sight  of  swords  to  fury  fir*d. 
Dishonest  wounds,  or  violence  of  soul. 
Defame  the  bridal  feast,  and  friendly  bowl." 

The  prince  obedient  to  the  sage  command. 
To  Euryclea  thus : — "  The  female  band 
In  their  apartments  keep :  secure  the  doors : 
These  swarthy  arms  among  the  covert  stores 
Are  seemlier  hid;  my  thoughtless  youth  they  blame, 
Imbfown'd  with  vapour  of  the  smouldering  flame." 

**  In  happy  hour  (pleas'd  Euryclea  cries) 
Tutor'd  by  early  woes,  grow  early  wise ! 
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lii'p'.Tt  V. it!i  slKirpcnM  bight,  and  fiugul  cair, 
Voiir  patriiiioiiial  wfaltli,  a  pnuleiit  heir. 
Itiit  who  tlir:  h^htfil  taprr  will  prfividc, 
f'llir.  f<-riiiilc  train  nrtirVI;  ywir  toiln  to  giiidc  f" 

"  WitiioHt  iiifrinf^iii^  lirnpitaljlc  right, 
'I'hih  ^nii-Ht  (hi',  crif'd;  shall  hear  the  guiding  light. 
r  f-)i(-(T  no  la/y  vagrants  witli  rtipast; 
Tiiry  Nti.'in:  the  ni"al  that  cram  it  ere  they  taflto." 

Il«.-  said : — from  female  ken  Khe  ittnught  htzcxircs 
TIh-  imrpoi'd  deed,  and  gnanU  the  hoi  ted  door*: 
Atixiliar  to  his  i^fm  ('lyssc-N  hc-an  "^ 

Tiic  plnniy-crc.-^cd  liclniH,  and  pointed  spears,    y 
With  shiclris  inrlcnterl  deep  in  glorioii<i  w.'irii.        3 
Min<:na  \ir:wleH4  on  hr-r  charge  attend.^. 
And  with  her  golden  lamp  his  tf>il  hcfriend<i. 
Not  Huch  the  oickly  heums,  which  umtincert* 
<iild  the  gross  vapour  of  this  nether  sphere:  * 
A  pres'-nt  deity  llie  prince  confess'r!, 
A II' I  r:»p*  with  'eslasy  the.  sire  addressVI  : 

**  W  li:»t  iiiir-.t^l'-  tlius  (I:i/v.I'-,  with  siirj.ns' 
I)i^t:ii<  t  ill  rrr,'.-.  ili<:  r-.i'li-uit,  <  '>h\n,],-,  vim-  ■ 
'III*    \v:ilL,  vJi' !■' 't-r  rn-v  v.on'l'.r'iii;^  ,':-r\i*  Ffii:' 
All'!  i'*'if"s,  aiiii'I^t  a  lil»/,c  <»f"^l')i-\  \i\\\'\\  ' 
'"'iUi'-  \is!i:ir»<  of  j)'ir'-  '■ih'r';il  r.tf.' 
Willi  111.  liiit'Jii  [ircsine*- c|*  i;^!is  t|)<- (loni'-lf,  ;rr-'»"' 

•'  I'l'   ^.iImi,  (ti  jill'.'S  the  sii-f;  1*^)  iiou'-.  impM'-i.. 
J*!il  '>t"t  i(  v',lvf  ill'-.  vi>loM  in  tliy  lie;iit. 
i  '1  \'  ■.tl:il .,  iD.ifitl'  'I  ill  c'^e'". .  oi'  li;;!if, 
C:;iii  M'.il   iwi;ij>jjroir||M  by  IiiO!'';il  sij^lit. 
S'.c  I:  l)ioii  i'»  [)';.'■;  v.li'il.t  h':r'-  I  '■.ol'-  r'-.Tiui;:, 
'Co'  '■xjiioi'-  til'-  rohfJiKt.  of  the  f'  inul'-  train 
I'll'    p'  n/iv-  «j.ici  II  j>'  1' li'iii'-^-  d'-.iii's  to  kiiou 
I  li«-    .'  lie-,  'it'iuv  t'l'il,,  to  ■,or>tli  li' r  v.  o."' 

With  ♦.'.pf,-.  Mriiiiiii^;  <Kiy  hi-,  train  atV  :i'i>, 
Ifis  hi'.j'hl  .i\fn\c  fill  '  o!isef|iiioi|-.  V'jiiMi  ;#v;en'k. 
"^Cift  ■,liinili'i'>M  .   .Iiu'i'"^  hi^  flni'>|jii»^  '■}  e-lids  (.!r».«r. 
1  )!l  fi'i  li'  r  '  :.  •'  111  i'ir'»:i'     \iirori  ■.'■Jo'.  •■. 
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Whilst,  foitning  plans  of  death,  Ulysses  stay'd. 
In  council  secret  with  the  martial  maid, 
Attendant  nymphs  in  beauteous  order  wait 
The  queen,  descending"  from  her  bower  of  state. 
Her  cheeks  the  warmer  blush  of  Venus  wear, 
Chasten'd  with  coy  Diana's  pensive  air. 
An  ivory  seat  with  silver  ringlets  grac*d. 
By  fam'd  Icmalius  wrought,  the  menials  plac'd  ; 
With  ivory  silver*^  tliick  the  footstool  shone. 
O'er  which  the  panther's  various  hide  was  thrown. 
The  sovereign  seat  with  graceful  air  she  press'd. 
To  different  tasks  their  toil  tlie  nymphs  address'd : 
The  golden  goblets  some,  and  some  restor'd 
From  stains  of  luxury  the  polish'd  board : 
These  to  remove  the'  expiring  embers  came. 
While  those  with  unctuous  fir  foment  the  flame. 

'Twas  then  Melantlio  with  imperious  mien 
Renew'd  the'  attack,  incontinent  of  spleen : 
**  Avaunt  (she  cried)  offensive  to  my  sight ! 
Deem  not  in  ambush  here  to  lurk  by  night. 
Into  the  woman-state  asquint  to  pry : 
A  day-devourer,  and  an  evening  spy ! 
Vagrant,  be  gone !  before  this  blazing  brand 
Shall  urge" — and  wav'd  it  hissing  in  her  hand. 

The'  insulted  hero  rolls  his  wrathful  eyes. 
And,  "  Why  so  turbulent  of  soul }  he  cries; 
••  Can  these  lean  shrivell'd  hmbs  unnerv'd  with  age, 
These  poor  but  honest  rags,  enkindle  rage  } 
In  crowds,  we  wear  the  badge  of  hung^  fate; 
And  beg,  degraded  from  superior  state ! 
Constrain'd !  a  rent-charge  on  the  rich  I  live; 
Beduc'd  to  crave  the  good  I  once  could  give. 
A  palace,  wealth,  and  slaves  1  late  possessed. 
And  all  that  makes  the  great  be  call'd  the  bless'd; 
My  gate,  an  emblem  of  my  open  soul, 
Ifimbrac'd  the  poor,  and  dealt  a  bounteous  dole. 
Scorn  not  the  sad  reverse,  injurious  maid ! 
Tis  Jove's  high  wilij  and  be  his  will  obey'd  I 
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(Uak  thvKU  eictnpt.-— Uut  rray  prif 
t  Ami  the  nncral  docrni  of  williCTrliu 
miM  new  chuinel  WDn,  Ilio  duini^ful  tida  1 
Wtmt  Ip^ce  tlie'  oflended  uuecn  ma^  guide:  > 
ABdMrlD'''ci  lord  unplume  Uif  towcrmg  pridc.J 
Or  woa  be  (IcKil,  'tia  wwlom  tt>  brwvli;! 
SveetUooms  tlie  prince  bcnciiLlli  ApoUo's  carti 
Tour  deads  with  quick  impartiul  eyt  nurvcym; 
PMent  to  jxinish  what  be  cinnM  praiac."  -• 

Her  keen  reproach  hud  rvuch'tl  the  »OTcfeigi]^< 

"LeqiwciouBiniolent!  (ihc  orieOftHiH 
-To  tkee  tkr  purpu*e  of  my  Mill  I  told)  ^ 
Tei^aJ  ifiKounM,  unblun'd,  wil^  him  to  h^. 
The  Noricd  bboun  ot'my  iniHlering  loti. 
To  Moth  my  grief  he  h»ply  may  record. 

Yet  him,  my  Bue«t,  thy  vunom'd  rag'e  hi  .    

Thy  hcadsnill  pay  the  forftit  of  thy  tongue! 
But  thoii,  on  whom  my  pnlace-cureB  depend, 
Eiiryiiomf,  redWtl  the  ■trunger-fhctid: 
A  sot,  snft  npread  with  furry  spoils,  prepare ) 
Duc-distanl,  for  ub  both  lo  Buea!k  and  hear." 

The  menial  fair  olicys  with  duteous  haite : 
A  sent  mlurii'd  with  furry  si)oils  she  pl&c'd: 
Iluc-diituit  for  Hiacourse  the  hero  lat ; 
Wlien  thus  tlie  Huvereign  frotn  her  cluiir  ofitlUi 
"  Reveal,  obnL-qiiioui  to  my  linct  dcmimd. 
Thy  name,  thy  lineage,  and  thy  native  land." 

He  tiiua:  "6  qiieenl  whole  far-rc8ouiiding fiw 
Ii  bounded  onlj  by  tlie  Marry  frame, 
Consummak'  i>:i1teni  of  imperial  iway. 
Whose  pioii'-  iiilir  i  warlike  race  obey! 
In  wavy  gold  iSiv  summer  vales  are  ikeu'di         ' 
Thy  autumns  btnd  with  copious  fruit  uppresi'di 
With  Bocks  and  herds  each  grassy  pbia  i»  ttot^- 
And  fish  of  every  fin  thy  seasalTonl: 
Their  afllnent  joys  the  grateful  realms  confess, 
And  blets  the  power  that  still  delight*  to  ble*. 
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Gracious  permit  this  prayer,  imperial  dame ! 
Forbear  to  know  my  lineage,  or  my  name: 
Urge  not  this  breast  to  heave,  these  eyes  to  weep; 
In  sweet  oblivion  let  my  sorrows  sleep ! 
My  woes  awak'd  will  violate  yoiir  ear ; 
And  to  this  gay  censorious  train  appear 
A  winy  vapour  melting  in  a  tear.'* 

**  Their  gifts  the  g^ds  resumed  (the  queen  re- 
join'd,) 
Exterior  grace,  and  energy  of  mind. 
When  the  dear  partner  of  my  nuptial  joy 
Auxiliar  troops  combined,  to  conquer  Troy. 
My  lord's  protecting  haiid  alone  would  nuse 
My  drooping  verdure,  and  extend  my  praise ! 
Peers  from  the  distant  Samian  shore  resort; 
Here,  with  Dulichians  join'd,  besiege  the  court : 
Zacynthus,  gpreen  with  6ver-shady  groves. 
And  Ithaca,  presumptuous,  boast  their  loves : 
Obtruding  on  my  choice  a  second  lord. 
They  press  the  hymensan  rite  abhorr'd. 
Misrule  thus  mingling  with  domestic  cares, 
I  live  regardless  of  my  state  affairs : 
Receive  no  stranger-g^est,  no  poor  relieve ; 
But  ever  for  my  lord  in  secret  grieve ! — 
This  art,  instinct  by  some  celestial  power, 
I  tried,  elusive  of  ^e  bridal  hour: 
*  Ye  peers,  I  cry,  who  press  to  gain  a  heart 
Where  dead  Ulysses  claims  no  future  part. 
Rebate  your  loves,  each  rival  suit  suspend. 
Till  this  funereal  web  my  labours  end  : 
Cease,  till  to  g^od  Laertes  I  bequeath 
A  pall  of  state,  the  ornament  of  death. 
For  when  to  fate  he  bows,  each  Grecian  dame 
With  just  reproach  were  Ucens'd  to  defame. 
Should  he,  long  honoured  in  supreme  command, 
Want  the  last  duties  of  a  daughter's  hand.' 
The  fiction  pleas'd !  their  loves  I  long  elude : 
The  night  still  raveU'd,  what  the  day  renew'd- 
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Three  )-c»ni  «npep"rfnl  In  my  art  concpiJ'd, 
My  ineffectiil  fraud  tbr  rwutli  rovtiJM ; 
B*IVlciuIe<l  by  my  on-n  (lonwMic  e^ies 
The  wogf  unwtnofht  tlio  •nitor-trun  »iirpii*c. 
From  impiiiJ  ritmhev  iio*  no  ibom  rcccdt, 
AikI  for  Torblil*  to  fuLuty  tlie  tirade. 
My  kntiraiK  (iirenbi  urgv  u  Bpcedr  fhoice. 
Aim)  to  tlMlr  MLffrtcc  gain  the  Alkl  voice : 
For  rwlc  mature,  Telcmachiu  (leplorw 
fill  dome  duAumour'A,  and  exluii«ted  ttant — 
Bill,  itnuigvr '  as  thy  day*  seem  fiilt  of  Hif, 
nivide  dbicounei  in  turn  thy  birth  i«Ute! 
Thy  iKirt  Bmertsthee  of  ditlininilah'd  nee; 
Nd  poor  anfMher'il  pmdncl  of  dii^nliw." 

"Vrincen'  (heerira,)Tenew'dby yourcoinniand. 
The  d,-»f  n-mcmlirance  r,f  mv  iiatirc  land. 

And  tears  repeat  their  ]ong-(brgxjtten  courae ! 

So  pays  the  wretch,  whom  fate  constraina  to  roam. 

The  dues  of  nature  to  his  natal  home  !— 

But  inward  on  my  soul  let  sorrow  prey; 

Your  BOvereigTi  will  my  duly  bids  ohey. 

"Crete  awes  the  circling  waves,  ■  fruitful  toil! 

Miz'd  with  her  genuine  sons,  adopted  name* 
In  various  tonnes  avow  their  various  claims: 
Cydonians,  drtradfu)  with  the  bended  yew. 
And  bold  Pebsg:i  boast  a  native's  due  : 
Tbe  Dorians,  plum'd  amid  the  files  of  war. 
Her  foodful  glebe  with  fierce  Achaians  share  : 
Cnosius,  her  capital  of  hig^h  command; 
Where  sceptred  Hinos  wilh  impartial  hand 
Divided  right ;  each  ninth  revoWinK  year, 
tff  Jove  rcceiv'd  in  council  to  confer, 
lu*  aon  Deucalion  hore  successive  sway; 
Hia  aon,  who  (fave  me  first  to  view  the  day! 
The  royal  bed  an  elder  issue  blcsa'd, 
IdoBteneDB;  whom  llian  fields  attest 
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Of  matchless  deed:  untrain'd  to  martial  toil 
I  liv'd  inglorious  in  my  native  isle. 
Studious  of  peace ;  and  £thon  is  my  name. 
*Twas  then  to  Crete,  the  |^at  Ulysses  came ; 
For  elemental  war,  and  wmtry  Jove, 
From  Malea's  ^sty  cape  his  navy  drove 
To  bright  Lucma's  &ne ;  the  shelfy  coast 
Where  loud  Amnisus  in  the  deep  is  lost. 
His  vessels  moor'd,  (an  incommodious  port !) 
The  hero  speeded  to  the  Cnossian  court : 
Ardent  the  partner  of  bis  arms  to  find ; 
In  leagues  of  long  commutual  friendship  join'd. 
Vain  hope !  ten  suns  had  warm'd  the  western  strand 
Since  my  braye  brother  with  his  Cretan  band 
Had  sail'd  for  Troy:  but  to  the  genial  feast 
My  honour*d  roof  received  the  royal  guest. 
Beeves  for  his  train  the  Cnossian  peers  assign, 
A  public  treat,  with  jars  of  generous  wine. 
Twelve  days,  while  Boreas  vex'd  the  aerial  space, 
My  hospitable  dome  he  deign'd  to  grace  : 
And  when  the  north  had  ceas'd  the  stormy  roar. 
He  winged  his  voyage  to  the  Phrygian  shore." 

Thus  the  fam'd  hero,  perfected  in  wiles, 
With  fair  simiUtude  of  truth  begriiles 
^he  queen's  attentive  ear:  dissolved  in  wo, 
•rom  her  bright  eyes  the  tear  unbounded  flow, 
s  snows  collected  on  a  mountain  freeze ; 
'hen  milder  re^ons  breathe  a  vernal  breeze, 
le  fleecy  pile  obeys  the  whispering  gales, 
ids  in  a  stream,  and  murmurs  through  the  vales: 
^  melted  with  the  pleasing  tale  he  told, 
wn  her  fair  cheek  the  copious  torrent  roll'd : 
I  to  her  present  lord  laments  him  lost, 
I  views  that  object  which  she  wants. the  most ! 
hering  at  heart  to  see  the  weeping  fair, 
eyes  look  stern,  and  cast  a  gloomy  stare : 
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Oftiorn  the  stiff releatles» boUi  LppcuT, 
Or  g'lobes  of  iron  Bs'd  in  eilher  sphere ; 
Finu  wiBdom  iHtcnlicts  the  softening  tear. 
A  spcechleHi  intervJ  of  grief  enHuei, 
Till  tliu3  the  queen  the  tender  theme  renews ; 

"  Stranger '.  tliDi  e'er  thy  hospituble  louf 
UlyaacB  gmiq'd,  confirm  by  faithfij]  proof: 
Delineate  to  my  view  my  warlike  lord ; 
His  form,  his  habit,  and  hb  train  record. " 

"  Tis  h&rd,  he  cries,  to  bring  to  sudden  ^^t 
Ideas  that  bave  wingfd  their  distant  flight: 
Rire  on  the  mind  those  ima^s  are  trac'd. 
Whose  foolsteps  twenty  winters  have  defac'd: 
But  wbnt  I  can,  receive: — In  ample  mode, 
A  robe  of  imlitary  purple  flow'd 
O'er  all  his  frame :  ilhistiioiu  on  his  breast         .  - 
The  doublc-cksping:  gold  the  king  confcsc'dg 
In  the  rich  woof  a  hound,  Hmaic  dnwn, 
Bore  on  full  stretch,  and  seiz'd  x  dnppled  fikwni 
Deep  in  tlie  neck  Ills  fangs  indent  their  hohl; 
They  puit,  and  struggle  m  the  moving'  gold- 
Fine  as  a  filmy  web  beneath  it  shone 
A  vest,  that  t^zled  like  a  cloudless  sun ; 
The  female  train,  who  round  him  throng'd  to  gwtt 
In  silent  wonder  sigh'd  unwilling  praise.  • 

A  sabre,  when  the  warrior  presrd  to  part, 
I  gave,  enamell'd  with  Vulcanian  art: 
A  mantle  purple-tiug^'d,  and  radiant'vest,  J 

Dimension'd  equal  to  hi»  size,  eipress'd  C 

AfTection  grateful  to  my  honour'd  guesL  y 

A  favourite  herald  in  hia  train  I  knew. 
His  vissye  solemn  sad,  of  sable  hue: 
Short  woolly  curls  o'erfleec'd  hia  bendin?  betd, 
O'er  which  a  promontory  shoulder  spread: 
Buiybatea  !  in  whose  la^e  soul  alone 
Ulyueg  view'd  an  image  of  hii  own." 

His  speech  the  tempest  of  Irer  grief  mtor'd; 
In  all  he  told  ihe  recognia'd  her  lord: 
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But  when  the  storm  was  spent  in  plenteous  showers^ 
A  pause  inspiriting  her  languished  powers; 
*<  O  thou,  (she  cried)  whom  first  inclement  fate 
Made  welcome  to  my  hospitable  gate; 
With  aU  thy  wants  the  name  of  poor  shall  end; 
Henceforth  live  honoured,  my  domestic  friend ! 
TThe  vest  much  envied  on  your  native  co^t. 
And  regal  robe  with  figur'd  gold  emboss'd. 
In  happier  hours  my  artful  hand  employ'd: 
When  my  lov'd  lord  this  blissful  bower  enjoy'd: 
I'he  fall  of  Troy,  erroneous  and  forlorn 
Doom'd  to  survive,  and  never  to  return  V 

Then  he,  with  pity  touch'd :  **  O  royal  dame ! ' 
Your  ever-anxious  mind,  and  beauteous  frame, 
From  the  devouring  rage  of  g^ef  reclaim. 
I  not  the  fondness  of  your  soul  reprove 
For  such  a  lord !  who  crown'd  your  virgin  love 
With  the  dear  blessing  of  a  fair  increase ; 
Himself  adorn'd  with  more  than  mortal  g^ce : 
Yet  while  1  speak  the  mighty  wo  suspend: 
Truth  forms  my  tale ;  to  pleasing  truth  attend. 
The  royal  object  of  your  dearest  care. 
Breathes  in  no  distant  clime  the  vital  air ; 
In  rich  Thesprotia,  and  the  nearer  bound 
Of  Thessaly,  his  name  I  heard  renown'd: 
Without  retinue,  to  that  friendly  shore 
Welcomed  with  gifts  of  price,  a  sumless  store ! 
His  sacrilegious. train,  who  dar'd  to  prey 
On  herds  devoted  to  the  god  of  day, 
Wepel4oom*d  by  Jove,  and  Phoebus'  just  decree. 
To  perish  in  the  rough  Trinacrian  sea. 
To  better  fate  the  blameless  chief  ordain'd, 
A  floating  fragment  of  the  wreck  regained. 
And  rode  the  storm ;  till  by  the  billows  toss'd. 
He  landed  on  the  fair  Phaeacian  coast. 
That  race,  who  emulate  the  life  of  gods. 
Receive  him  joyous  to  their  bless'd  abodes : 
jLarge  gifts  confer;  a  ready  sail  command. 
To  speed  his  voyage  to  the  Grecian  strand. 


■eaae*  of  wvcr  is  >mi  Ne««WHi 
»  ndWd  ftoM  (brnenir  Eue, 
faMi  wiJl>  mMh  (d*rd  hii  np]  ■) 


1>  ^lA  Atf^a»r,  or  cixne,  a  kin|f  atow'd, 

TW>  k«e>  jaa  km) :  nor  lofigcT  (toom'd  t*  rOMR, 

9m*  viI  ie  gnce  ihU  dear  potenttl  dome. 

Wf  i«*e,  )Ik  xm^e  t^  goad,  Miprrme  Id  {Miwer!  *' 

■^  Che  blm'd  genius  of  tliis  fiiendlj  bowel' ! 

I  DC^  *;  tpeceh:  before  the  nn 

BsjmmJ  kngitnde  of  heaven  ahafl  rmti 

Vkca  the  paie  eniprcN  of  jon  ManT  tnlit  )  ,- 

k  the  Mzt  moMk  renews  her  f*ded  wute,  i), 


WIm*  tine  thall  ptove  the  tforied  b]etmg  tr 
l^f  knl'i  rcUtrn  ibould  &te  no  laore  rctanl, 
tity  iba  acken  at  thy  mt  rewald. 
ft«  Bf  pinpbeiic  feara,  alas !  prea^fe 
TW  wmb  of  deatinj"!  relentleas  ragw, 
IlMi(MMt«cep!  DOT vai UljMes come. 
mA  i^al  ^A*  to  Mild  yaa  banoiir'd  borne  r 
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Your  other  task,  ye  menial  train  forbear: 
Now  wash  the  stranger,  and  the  bed  prepare; 
With  splendid  palls  the  downy  fleece  adorn: 
Up-rising  early  with  the  purple  morn. 
His  sinews  shrunk  with  age,  and  stiff  with  toU, 
In  the  warm  bath  foment  with  fragrant  oil. 
Then  with  Telemachus  the  social  feast 
Partaking  free,  my  sole  invited  guest, 
Whoe'er  neglects  to  pay  distinction  due. 
The  breach  of  hospitable  right  may  rue. 
The  vulgar  of  my  sex  I  most  exceed 
In  real  fame,  when  most  humane  my  deed : 
And  vainly  to  the  praise  of  queen  aspire. 
If,  stranger !  I  permit  that  mean  attire. 
Beneath  the  feastful  bow'r. — A  narrow  space 
Confines  the  circle  of  our  destin'd  race ; 
'Tis  ours,  with  good  the  scanty  round  to  g^ce. 
Those  who  to  cruel  wrong  their  state  abuse. 
Dreaded  in  life,  the  mutter'd  curse  pursues ; 
By  death  disrob'd  of  all  their  savage  pow'rs, 
Then,  licens'd  rage  her  hateful  prey  devours. 
But  he  whose  inborn  worth  his  acts  commend, 
Qf  gentle  soul,  to  human  race  a  friend; — 
The  wretched  he  relieves  diffuse  his  fame. 
And  distant  tongues  extol  the  patron-name." 

**  Princess,  (he  cried)  m  vsuri  your  bounties  flow 
On  me,  confirm'd  and  obstinate  in  wo. 
When  my  lov'd  Crete  receiv'd  my  final  view, 
And  from  my  weeping  eyes  her  cliffs  withdrew. 
These  tatter*d  weeds  (my  decent  robe  resign'd) 
I  chose,  the  livery  of  a  woful  mind'. 
Nor  will  my  heart-corroding  cares  abate 
With  splendid  palls  and  canopies  of  state : 
Low-couch'd  on  earth,  the  gift  of  deep  I  scorn, 
And  catch  the  glances  of  the  waking  mom. 
The  delicacy  of  your  courtly  train 
To  wash  a  wretched  wanderer  would  disdain : 
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But  if,  in  track  of  long*  txperience  tried, 
An*l  s^l  Mn«ilit!j>i4*  of  woes  allicfi, 
fk>ni^  Mrt-tch  n  liictunt  views  z*  risJ  light, 
To  \i*:T  nit-Aii  likiid  smsigii  the  friendly  rite." 

IMciftM  with  his  wise  n-ply,  the  qu'cn  rejoin'd: 
••  Such  ifci.llc  n.;(iiiiicr».,  and  so  sjjje  a  mind. 
In  all  uiio  gracM  this  hosjiiublc  oow'r 
I  r:e*tT  divccrnM  before  this  Viciul  ho'ir. 
Such  •»'-nant  ts  \oiir  humble  chox*:  requires. 
To  light  receivM'  the  lonl  of  my  dcsiret, 
New  froHi  the  birtli:  and  with  %  mother's  hand 
II ik  tender  bh>om  to  rnanly  growtli  Aiistain'd : 
C>f  matchlvbS  {/rudc-nce,  and  a  duteous  mind; 
Tho'i{^h  no«  to  life's  cxtrcment  %'crge  declin'd. 
Of  btrtngth  superior  to  the  toil  as^ign'd.— 
Rise,  Kur\clea'  with  officious  care 
For  the  poor  friend  the  cleansing  bath  prepare; 
Trj-'»  1*'"^.  iiii  ri,rr'  ij/findt.-fit  ii,nnu:b  claim: 
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Perhaps,  liks  thee,  poor  guest !  in  wanton  pride 
The  rich  insult  him,  and  the  young*  deride  ! 
Conscious  of  worth  revil'd,  thy  generous  mind 
The  friendly  rite  of  purity  declined; 
My  will  concurring  with  my  queen's  command. 
Accept  the  bath  from  this  obsequious  hand. 
A  strong  emotion  shakes  my  anguish'd  breast; 
In  thy  whole  form  Ulysses  seems  expressed : 
Of  all  the  wretched  harbour'd  on  our  coast. 
None  imaged  e'er  like  thee  my  master  lost." 

Thus  half  discover'd  through  the  dark  disguise. 
With  codl  composure  feign'd,  the  chief  rephes; 
"  You  join  your  suffrage  to  the  public  vote ; 
The  same  you  think,  have  all  beholders  thougiit." 

He  said : '  replenish'd  from  the  purest  springs. 
The  laver  straight  with  busy  care  she  brings. 
In  the  deep  vase,  that  shone  like  bumish'd  gold. 
The  boiling  fluid  temperates  the  cold. 
Meantime  revolving  in  his  thoughtful  mind 
The  scar  with  which  his  manly  knee  was  sign'd. 
His  face  averting  from  the  crackling  blaze. 
His  shoulders  intercept  the'  unfriendly  rays. 
Thus  cautious  in  the'  obscure  he  liop'd  to  fly 
The  curious  search  of  Euryclea's  eye. 
Cautious  in  vain !  nor  ceas'd  the  dame  to  find 
The  scar,  with  which  his  manly  knee  was  sign'd. 

This  on  Parnassus  (combating  the  boar) 
With  glancing  rage  the  tusky  savage  tore. 
Attended  by  his  brave  maternal  race. 
His  grandsire  sent  him  to  the  sylvan  chace, 
Autolycus  the  bold  (a  mighty  name 
For  spotless  faith  and  deeds  of  martial  fame: 
Hermes  his  patron-god  those  gifts  bestow'd. 
Whose  shrine  with  weanling  lambs  he  wont  to 

load.) 
His  course  to  Ithaca  this  hero  sped, 
When  the  first  product  of  Laertes'  bed 
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-■'WaB  new  disclos'il  to  birth ;  ihe  banquet  ends,    f 
.  "When  Euryclea  from  the  queen  deBCcnda,  ^ 

And  to  Ilia  fond  etubrace  tile  babe  commendi,     j 
-"Beccive  (ahc  cries)  your  royal  dau^itei's  aoin 
And  name  the  bleKanglbityourpnj'ersiiavc  won.'' 
'Then  thus  the  hoarj  chii!. — "My  viMqc  arms 
'  Have  aw'd  the  realms  around  with  din:  alarms: 
A  sure  memorial  of  my  dreaded  fame 
The  boy  shall  bearj  Vlyssea  be  his  niraie  ! 
And  when  witli  Oil  love  the  youth  ahull  come   f 
To  view  his  mother'a  soil,  my  Delphic  dome        ^ 
With  gifts  of  price  shall  send  him  joyous  home,*'^ 
Lur'dwith  (he  promis'dboon,  whenyouUiful  primt 
'Ended  in  man,  his  mother's  natal  clinie 
■  UlyBscB  Bought  J  with  tbndifft    " 

;Amphithea'9  arm '—'^  "■- 

I  Her  ancient  lord' 
Instant  he  bade  p    ^ 
A  steer  to  form  the 

Whoflc  stalely  growth , 

His  sons  divide,  and  roast  ndtii  arifiil  care: 
The  limbs ;  then  all  the  tMtdbl  viutda  share. 
Nor  ceaa'd  discourse  (the  banquet  of  the  soul)    "J 
Till  Phtcbua  wheeling  to  the  western  ^al  C 

BesigTi'd  the  s)uea,  aild  ni^t  involv'd  the  pole.  S 
Their  drooping:  eyes  the  slumb'roiis  shade  opptew'tU 
Sated  they  rose,  and  all  retir'd  to  rest. 

Soon  as  the  Mom,  uew-rob'd  in  purple  light, 
Pierc'd  with  her  polden  shafts  the  rear  «f  mght  j 
Ulysses,  and  his  brave  maternal  t«ce. 
The  young  Autolyci,  assay  tiie  chace. 
Parnassus,  thick  perplex'd  with  horrid  shadef. 
With  deeptnouth'd  bounds  the  iiunter4roop  in- 

What  time  the  sun,  from  ocean's  peacefiil  streaat 
Darts  o'er  the  lawn  his  horizont^  bcatn, 

•  Autolycus. 
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The  pack  impatient  snufT  the  tainted  gale ; 
The  thorny  wilds  the  woodmen  fierce  aasail; 
And  foremost  of  the  train,  his  cornel  spear 
Ulysses  wav'd,  to  rouse  the  savage  war. 
Deep  in  the  rough  recesses  of  the  woody 
A  lof^  copse,  the  growth  of  ages,  stood: 
Nor  winter's  boreal  blast,  nor  thunderous  shower. 
Nor  solar  ray,  could  pierce  the  shady  bow'r. 
With  withered  foliage  strew'd,  a  heapy  store  ! 
The  warm  pavilion  of  a  dreadful  boar ! 
Rous'd  by  tiie  hounds'  and  hunters'  mingling  cries. 
The  savage  from  his  leaiy  shelter  flies : 
With  fiery  glare  his  sanguine  eye-balls  shine, ' 
And  bristles  high  empale  his  horrid  chine. 
Young  Ithacus  advanc'd,  defies  the  foe. 
Poising  his  lifted  lance  in  act  to  throw ; 
The  savage  renders  vain  the  wound  decreed. 
And  springy  impetuous  with  opponent  speed ! 
His  tusks  oblique  he  aim'd,  the  knee  to  g^ores 
Aslope  they  glanc'd,  the  sinewy  fibres  tore, 
And  bar'd  the  bone: — ^Ulysses,  uiidismay'd, 
SQon  with  redoubled  force  the  wound  repay'd ; 
To  the  right  shoulder-joint  the  spear  applied. 
His  further  flank  with  streaming  purple  dyed : 
On  earth  he  rush'd  with  agonizing  pain.  "^ 

With  joy,  and  vast  surprise,  the'  applauding  train  V 
View'd  his  enormous  bulk  extended  on  the  plain,  j 
With  bandage  firm  Ulysses*  knee  they  bound ; 
Then  chanting  mystic  lays,  the  closing  wound 
Of  sacred  melody  confess'd  the  force; 
The  tides  of  ^ife  regain'd  their  azure  course. 
Then  back  they  led  the  youth  with  loud  acclaim : 
Autolycus,  enamour'd  with  his  fame, 
Confirm'd  the  cure;  and  from  the  Delphic  dome 
With  added  gifts  retum'd  him  glorious  home. 
He  safe  at  Ithaca  with  joy  receiv'd, 
Bclates  the  chase,  and  early  praise  achieved. 
VOL.  XLii.  N  n 


Tlip  ininKleJ  Hi™**  *"'"'  ''""  '•'*  rcilounil, 
'He  T*>r  nc.Uiitnft  Huhi*  tlir  ttmir  around ! 
tliuilei  dpw'd  wilh  WUB  thr  pjf luintf  ktrife  eXpten'A     . 
nf  ifrier,  wul  Joy.  aRmulO  ill  Iter  liKiM. 
Iter  Rutterinr  vunb  In  Tneltlii)f  nxinnim  •I'lfdi 
All»njph»bnipt— "Mj-""'— niy  k>n)^— ■hecricd.    I 
Dn  npck  with  fotul  enibriKe  initiliJiiitf  fiwt, 
/ull  on  the  (ficen  licr  mplui'il  cje  Jm  mw,  , 

[  <  Ardent  ta  *pciik  tlia  moiuirch  lulc  twrior'J  i 
I  .But  Mudioui  to  cuiiMal  her  ruyuJ  lunl, 
.  JfiiWTv>  ft»'d  lier  miiiil  on  view*  reniuiF.  J 

d fcom  111'  i'«»t^nt  liliu  alutiTKii.  lirr  thoiMAb.  J 
ilund  lo  Kiii-vHr^V  ii..iLitli  ..j.,,!.,  .1.  ^ 


Thi»  hc«»tii-<i'iici>vfr'il  Inilli  lo  Uicc  eomign'd, 
ttriierve,  the  tn-Hxure  of  il>>  iiiinuit  mind: 
EIm:  if  th'-  i^DAi  my  vcnKifiil  u-m  Miitain, 
Ami  pnwinitt  lo  niy  rwijiI  iIjc  suitoi^train. 
With  their  li^wrl  matL-i  thy  >iiiaiiitiii«i>fli'(l  age 
flhJI  bleed,  u  viciim  to  viixlict-i-i:  n^ft." 

Then  tliuK  rcji.]ii'd  tli<:  d:iinc,  devoiil  nffi-ar: 
"  What  wiirdh,  i.iy  *iii,  li]it  e  fi^m'A  thj  lipi  KTete 
Deep  in  my  »uiil  ilic  tniat  uli^lJ  lixlffc  icciir'dt 
With  ribi  of  Hiftl,  an.)  rnui-Ui-  litatt  inmmr'i). 
Wlicn  ht-aven,  nuHpi-riim-t  lit  thy  ri^ht  avow'd. 
SluJl  piuatratc  lu  lJiy  liwurd  the  iiuitor-crawd. 
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The  deeds  I'll  blazon  of  the  menial  fair ; 

The  lewd  to  death  devote,  the  virtuous  spare.** 

**  Thy  aid  avails  nie  not,  (the  chief  replied) 
My  own  experience  shall  tlieir  doom  decide; 
A  witness-judge  precludes  a  long  appeal : 
Suffice  it  thee  thy  monarch  to  conceal.'* 

He  said :  obsequious  with  redoubled  pace, 
She  to  the  fount  conveys  tlie'  exhausted  vase : 
The  bath  renew*d,  she  ends  the  pleasing  toil 
With  plenteous  unction  of  ambrosial  oil. 
Adjusting  to  his  limbs  the  tatter*d  vest. 
His  former  seat  receiv'd  the  stranger-guest; 
Whom  thus  with  pensive  air  the  queen  address'd :_ 

**  Though  night,  dissolving  grief  in  erateful  ease. 
Your  drooping  eyes  with  soft  oppression  seize. 
Awhile,  reluctant  to  her  pleasing  force. 
Suspend  the  restful  hour  with  sweet  discourse. 
The  day  (ne'er  brighten'd  with  a  beam  of  joy  0 
My  menials,  and  domestic  cares  employ: 
And,  unattended  by  sincere  repose, 
The  night  assists  my  ever-wakeful  woes  : 
When  nature's  hush'd  beneath  her  brooding  shade, 
My  echoing  griefs  the  starry  vault  invade. 
As  when  the  months  are  clad  in  flowery  green, 
Sad  Philomel,  in  bowery  shades  unseen. 
To  vernal  airs  attunes  her  varied  strains. 
And  Itylus  sounds  warbling  o'er  the  plains  : 
Young  Itylus,  his  parents'  darling  joy  ! 
Whom  chance  misled  the  mother  to  destroy: 
Now  doom'd  a  wakeful  bird  to  wail  the  beau- 
teous boy. 
So  in  nocturnal  solitude  forlorn, 
A  sad  variety  of  woes  I  moum ! 
My  mind  reflective,  in  a  thorny  maze 
Devious  from  care  to  care  incessant  strays.    ' 
Now,  wavering  doubt  succeeds  to  long  despair : 
Shall  I  my  virgin  nuptial  vow  revere ; 


} 
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And  joining  to  mj;  Bon's  my  menial  train, 
PiTtake  his  councils,  and  tss\A  his  reign.' 
Or,  since  mature  in  manhood,  he  deplores 
His  dome  dishonour'd,  and  ex)iausted  tlorc 
Stall  I,  reluctant !  to  his  will  accord. 
And  from  the  peers  select  the  noblest  lord 
&D  by  ray  choice  avow'd,  at  length  decide 
These  wasteful  love-debates,  a  mouTning  bridef 
'     *  "  ■        "'  "     " '  "n  now  relalej 

■,  the  shadow'd  fate. 


( 


nty  peese  (a  snow-white  trwn  *) 
d  lake  with  gulden  grain, 
honra.     The  biid  of  Jove 


Fed  near  the  lim 

AlDuae  my  pensi 

jpieree  from  his  mountajn-eyrie  downward  dmve  j 

Bach  favourite  fowl  he  pounc'd  with  dcathfiil  sway. 

And  back,  triumphant  win^d  his  airy  way. 

My  pitying  eyes  cffus'd  a  plenteous  stream. 

To  view  weir  death  thus  ima^'d  in  a  dreim  r        ^m 

With  tender  sympatlw  to  sooUi  ray  Mill.  ^! 

A  troop  of  matrons,  fancy-foi'm'd,  condole.  ^^ 

Hut  whilst  with  grief  and  rag-e  my  bowrn  burn'd, 

Sudden  the  tjTant  of  the  skies  return'd: 

Perch'd  on  the  battlements  he  thus  began. 

(Inform  an  eagle,  bat  in  voice  a  man  :) 

'  0  queen  '.  no  vulgar  vision  of  the  sky 

I  come,  prophetic  of  approaching  joy  : 

View  in  this  plumy  form  tliy  victor  lord  i  ^ 

The  geese  (a  fflutton  race)  by  thee  deplor'd,      5 

Portend  the  suitors  fated  to  my  aword.  J 

This  said,  the  pleasing  feathe^d  omen  ceos'd. 

When  from  the  downy  bands  of  sleep  releas'd. 

Past  by  the  limpid  lake  my  swan-like  train 

I  found,  insatiste  of  the  gnlden  grain,' 

"  The  vision  sclf-esplain'd  (the  chief  replies) 
Sincere  rei'eals  the  sanction  of  the  skiea: 
Ulysies  speaks  hia  own  return  decreed. 
And  by  lus  sword  the  suitors  sure  to  bleed." 
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**  Hard  is  the  task,  and  rare  (the  queen  rejoin'd) 
Impending*  destinies  in  dreams  to  find ! 
Immur*d  witliin  the  silent  bower  of  sleep, 
Two  portals  firm  the  various  phantoms  keep:  * 
Of  ivory  one;  whence  flit,  to  mock  the  brain* 
Of  winged  lies  a  light  fantastic  train: 
The  gate  oppos'd  pellucid  valves  adorn. 
And  columns  far  incas'd  with  polish'd  horn ; 
Where  images  of  truth  for  passage  wait. 
With  visions  manifest  of  future  fate, 
Not  to  this  troop,  I  fear,  that  phantom  soar'd, 
Wliich  spoke  Ulysses  to  his  realm  restored: 

Delusive  semblance ! But  my  remnant  life 

Heaven  shall  determine  in  a  gameful  strife : 
With  that  famM  bow  Ulysses  taught  to  bends 
For  me  the  rival  archers  shall  contend. 
As  on  the  listed  field  he  us'd  to  place 
Six  beams,  opposed  to  six  in  equal  space; 
Elanc'd  afar  by  his  unerring  art. 
Sure  through  six  circlets  flew  the  whizzing  dart: 
So,  when  the  sun  restores  the  purple  day. 
Their  strength  and  skill  the  suitors  shall  assay: 
To  him  the  spousal  honour  is  decreed. 
Who  through  tlie  rings  directs  the  feather'd  reed. 
Torn  from  these  walls  (where  long  the  kinder  pow»rs 
With  pomp  and  joy  have  wing'd  my  youthful  hours!) 
On  this  poor  breast  no  dawn  of  bhss  shall  beam;  *> 
The  pleasure  past  supplies  a  copious  theme        \ 
For  many  a  dreary  thought,  and  maiiy  a  doleful  f 
dream!"  .  J 

'*  Propose  the  sportive  lot,  (the  chief  replies) 
Nor  dread  to  name  yourself  the  bowyer's  prize : 
Ulysses  will  surprise  tlie*  unfinish'd  g^me 
Avow'd,  and  falsify  the  suitors'  chum." 

To  whom  with  grace  serene  the  queen  rejmn'd : 
In  all  thy  speech  what  pleasing  force  I  find ! 
O'er  my  suspended  wo  thy  words  prevail, 
I  part  reluctant  from  the  pleasing  tale. 

Nn2 


I' 
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But  twaven,  that  knowt  wli&t  kll  MrrcitriolBneei}, 
Bcpouc  lu  ni^ht.  and  toil  to  day  decreed: 
Ont^ul  (iciuuludcl — Vol  me  witlidiawii, 
WgLkefnl  to  weep  and  watch  the  tardy  davm, 
"*     ■     ic  cnjoinii  to  re«  and  J07 


Ymir  couch  to  fiirfiion  as  yourself  predwribe." 
Thu*  aflVble,  h(T  bower  ihe  queen  ascends, 
The  Boyereisn  step  a  heauteous  train  atteiidk: 
There  hna(^d  tn  her  miuI  Ulyases  roae ; 
Unwn  her  pale  chuck  new-Blrcsinin^  sorrow  fioim: 
Till  soft  nhlivioui  sbulc  Hinerva  aprend. 
And  o'tt  hei  eyca  tmbroiual  slumber  Aei. 
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THE  ODYSSEY. 


BOOK  XX. 

Av  ample  hide  divine  Ulysses  spread^ 
And  form'd  of  fleecy  skins  his  humble  bed 
(The  remnants  of  the  spoils  the  suitor-crowd 
In  festival  devoured,  and  victims  vow'd.) 
Then  o'er  the  chief,  Euiynom^  the  chaste 
With  duteous  care  a  downy  carpet  cast; 
With  dire  revenge  his  thoughtful  bosom  glows, 
And,  ruminating  wrath,  he  scorns  repose. 
As  thus  pavihon'd  in  the  porch  he  lay. 
Scenes  of  lewd  loves  his  wakeful  eyes  survey, 
Whilst  to  nocturnal  joys  impure  repair. 
With  wanton  glee,  &e' prostituted  fair. 
His  heart  with  rage  this  new  dishonour  stung. 
Wavering  his  thoughts  in  dubious  balance  hung, 
Or,  instant  should  he  quench  the  guilty  flame 
With  their  own  blood,  and  intercept  the  shame,     . 
Or  to  their  lust  indulge  a  last  embrace. 
And  let  the  peers  consummate  the  disgrace. 
Round  his  swollen  heart  the  murmurous  ftiry  rolls; 
As  o'er  her  young  the  mother-mastiff  growls. 
And  bays  the  stranger-g^room:  so  wrath  compress'4 
Hecoiling,  mutter'd  thunder  in  his  breast.' 
"  Poor  suffering  heart !  (he  cried)  support  the  pain 
Of  wounded  honour,  and  thy  rage  restrain. 
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Not  fiercer  woes  thy  fortitude  couUl  foil, 
Wh«T.  tl.L'  br^vf:  partners  of  thy  ten  years'  toil 
Din'  Poly  .heme  <lcvoiirM  : — I  tlien  was  freeil, 
By  pu*:i-nt  pnrlirnri',  from  ilic  death  (lecrecd." 

Thijs  ancimrM  safi*  on  nrason's  peaceful  coast, 
rcmn-»^*.s  of  \inith  liis  soul  no  lon^^er  loat; 
Ursrh'49  his  ho*lv  n»Ils,  to  nt;fe  rcai^nM: 
As  one  u'ho  lon;f  with  palf-cyM  famine  pin'd, 
r!i:*  -avinirj'  ca»es  on  fflowiM;^  emhersi  cai»t 
Inecvssaiit  turns,  impatient  for  repast; 
I'lvvie*  so,  from  side  to  side  <lcvolv'd. 
In  'sclf-Ieliate  the  suitors'  doom  resolv*d. 
When  in  the  form  «)f  moilal  nymph  array'd. 
From  heaven  descen<ls  the  Jove-born  martial  maid; 
And  hoverin;^  o*er  his  head,  in  view  confessed, 
Th'^  ^rofldess  thus  licr  favourite  care  addressed: 

**  O  thou,  of  mortals  most  inur'd  to  woes ; 
Why  roll  thos^  i  yes  uiifnemled  of  repose  ? 
H-:v.  i*h  *]\\  ;!:tla'~i  -r'.ol  fii'V  ■-  tl»;.  rare; 
Kl'  '-'1  ';:i  Aiy  .j-h.-mi  '  ',1   -s"  i  in  ihy  !>Iooniin;^  iicirl 

ri:--\  Tui-ii '.  •ii-  »'tuii  lun!  ('t' ♦;i-ir  ili:*''  ,t  vr.v." 

"  .I';s*    ^  I'n   kind  r-iiroi'  'i  i*'i-  r'.i'--*  riJo'.ii'J,) 
D-     -s  t'.ill  <it"tli'<-  «l  -vi]-..'*  >\.\  '  ii-  f.  i-.  .ij!'i'1, 
h\  .  ■■i'\''-'Ti;.!'tt"'</U  urrij)*. —  Tii"-.  l-i-.-!!  •  •  vqx 
W  'it'  T-iii^^h'  :ir:n  liiitli  j)rn-i.  ,,  ;,,  ^--.'lne  ? 
O-    t':-;.  .Im\i-'-,  :i!i(l  tl:y  a»i.\iii.ir  :t'  1, 
Til   \ 'p-  ilixjinM  to  blci-d,  (»  •).i'. .  '■••!  ■'^*,'u\  maul, 
\V:i'  r."  ^'in'l  l.I;,  ssrs  slmn.  or  !:■!..   ^  .>*ain, 
Nati"M-.  f-iiilyiil*|.(l  to  ri-virii^'c  tin-  ^'iH  -" 

*•  oil  il1i|)'>N-iiri.-  of  failh  '   '  M'.iitfN  i  r/n.--.) 
\rn\vi  oil  tViil  uiik'Km'ii.Li:  "i:*"  r*  r''-«>, 
Don'^t  wii  i.!ii-  -^oU' — Lo  r.ilhi,'  s./iiM-'^c'rifls, 
I;-.'i:).r.-'«  thv  ro-iiHiK,  and  '.]\\  !i>-K  attends. 
1-1    ::  •  alianc'd,  f'')!-t;r\  thy  hrr.iM  : 
riioii.^di  Hivra  !»»  La:;:, ('I  \\i\  n^-.itfi!  claim  conti-«t, 
M;.  -iiip-  d  \.iiil;    sliill  i.u-ar  rli'.-  -jhsld, 
\'.  i  id^K:  \\\y  -sword  to  i-ia))  l!iu  j^-lori-ju*  ficd^! 
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Now,  pay  the  debt  to  cravinff  natufe  due; 
Her  fttdrd  powers  with  balmy  rent  renew.*' 
8he  ccaHM:  atnbroHiul  Hhtmberd  Hcal  hU  eyCH;       '^ 
HJB  cure  dissolvcH  in  viwonary  joys  :  C 

Tile  f;;oddeHH,  ])h>a(i'd|  regains  her  natal  skieH.      j 

Not  so  the  (jueen  :  the  downy  bands  of  sleep 
By  grief  relax'd,  slie  wa"k'd  again  to  weep; 

A  glooniy  pause  ensued  of  dun>l>  despair 

Then  thus  her  fate  involcM,  witli  fen'ent  pniyer; 

"  Diana!  speed  thy  deathful  ebon  dart, 
And  cure  the  pangs  of  tliis  convulsive  heart. 
Snatch  me,  ve  whirlwinds!  far  from  luinian  race, 
Tost  tljrougn  the  void  illimitable  space : 
Or  if  dismounted  from  the  rapid  cloud. 
Me  with  his  wiielming  wave  let  ocean  shroud! 
80,  Pandainis,  thy  hopes,  three  or])han  fair 
"Wi'Tv  doomVl  to  wander  through  the  devious  air; 
Thyself  untimely  and  thy  consort  died: 
nut  four  celestials  both  your  cares  supplied. 
Venus  in  tender  delicacy  rears 
With  honey,  njilk,  and  wine,  their  infant  years: 
Imperial  .luno  to  their  youth  assignM 
A  form  niajestie,  und  sagacious  mind: 
With  shapely  growth  Diana  grar'd  their  bloom  , 
And  I'allas  tauj;hi  the  texture  of^he  loom. 
But  whilst  to  learn  .their  lots  in  nu])tial  love, 
13right  Oylhcna  b()iij;ht  the  bower  of  Jove, 
(The  god  Htiprenu',  to  whose  eternal  eye 
The  regirti»iH  of  fat<t  expanded  lie) 
Wing*(l   harpies  snutehM  the*  unguaixlcd  chargf 
And  to  the  furies  bore  a  grateful  prey.  [away, 

l\i  hueh  my  lot  !  Or  thou  Diima  speed 
Thy  sUid't,  and  send  me  joyful  to  the  dead: 
I'o  bf.'ck  my  lord  among  the  warrior- train, 
Err:  second  vows  my  bridal  faith  profane. 
VrhiMi  woes  the  wakmg  sense  alone  assail, 
IVtiilst  niglit  extends  her  soft  oblivious  veil. 
Of  cither  wretches'  care  tlie  torture  ends: 
Ho  truce  tlic  warfare  of  my  heart  lutpcnds ! 
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I'hi'  night  renews  the  day-distracting  theme, 
And  aiiy  terrors  sable  every  dream. 
Tho  last  alone  a  kind  illusion  wrouf^ht ; 
An<l  to  mv  bed  my  lov'd  Ulysses  brought. 
In  manly  Ibloom,  and  each  majestic  grace. 
As  when  for  Troy  he  left  my  fond  embrace; 
Such  raptures  in  my  beating  bosom  rise, 
1  deem  it  sure  a  vision  of  the  skies." 

Thus,  whilst  Aurora  mounts  her  purple  throne, 
In  audible  laments  she  breathes  her  moan ; 
The  sounds  assault  Ulysses'  wakeful  ear ; 
Mis-judging  of  the  cause,  a  sudden  fear 
Of  his  arrival  known,  the  chief  alarms ; 
He  thinks  the  queen  is  rushing  to  his  arms. 
Up-spiinging  from  his  couch,  with  active  haste 
The  fleece  and  carpet  in  the  dome  he  plac'd ; 
(The  hide  without,  imbib'd  the  morning  air) 
And  thus  the  p^s  invok'd,  with  ardent  pray'r: 

*' .love,  and  ethereal  thrones!    with  heaven  to 
Iftlie  loii}^  series  of  my  woes  shall  end,        [friend, 
Of  liuinun  race  now  rising-  from  repose, 
Let  one  a  blissful  omen  here  disclose; 
And  to  confirm  my  faith,  propitious  Jove! 
Vouchsafe  tlie  sanction  of  a  sig-n  above." 

Whilst  lowly  thus  the  chief  adoring"  bows, 
The  pitying"  g"od  his  guardian  aid  avows. 
I.()iid  from  a  siipphire  sky  his  thunder  sounds: 
^\itli  sj)ring'ing'  hope  the  heroes  heart  rebounds. 
Soon,  with  consummate  joy  to  crown  his  pray'r. 
\n  omen'd  voice  invades  his  ravisli'd  ear. 
Beneath  a  pile  that  close  the  dome  adjoined. 
Twelve  female  slaves  the  g-ift  of  Ceres  grind: 
Task'd  for  the  royal  boatxl  to  bolt  the  ])ran 
From  the  pure  Hour  (the  grow  th  and  !>treng"th  of 
Discharg-ing"  to  the  <I;iy  thi'  labour  due,  [man,) 

IS'ow  early  to  it'pose  the  rest  witlulrew; 
One  maid,  unequal  to  the  tosk  :issig-n'd,  "^ 

Still  turn'd  the  toilsome  mill  viih  anxious  mind,  > 
And  thus  in  bitterness  of  soul  divin'd ;  S 
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Father  of  gods  and  men !  whose  thunders  roll 
O'er  the  cerulean  vault,  and  shake  the  pole; 
Whoe'er  from  heaven  has  g^in'd  this  rare  ostent 
(Of  granted  vows  a  certain  signal  sent,) 
In  this  bless'd  moment  of  accepted  pray'r. 
Piteous,  regard  a  wretch  consumed  with  care ! 
Instant,  O  Jove !  confound  the  suitor-train. 
For  whom  o'er-toiPd  I  g^rind  the  golden  g^n : 
Far  from  this  dome  the  lewd  devourers  cast. 
And  be  this  festival  decreed  their  last  !** 

Big  with  their  doom  denounc'd  in  earth  and  sky, 
Ulysses'  heart  dilates  with  secret  joy. 
Meantime  the  menial  train  with  unctuous  wood 

*  Heap'd  high  the  genial  hearth,  Yulcanian  food: 
When,  early  dress'd,  advanc'd  the  royal  heir; 
With  manly  grasp  he  wav'd  a  martial  spear, 
A  radiant  sabre  grac'd  his  purple  zone. 
And  on  his  foot  tiie  golden  sandal  shone. 

'  His  steps  impetuous  to  the  portal  press'd; 
And  Euryclea  thus  he  there  address'd : 

*•  Say  thou,  to  whom  my  youth  its  nurture  owes;. 
Was  care  for  due  refection,  and  repose, 
Bestow'd  the  stranger-guest  ?  Or  waits  he  griev'd. 
His  age  not  honour'd,  nor  his  wants  reliev'd  P 

.  Promiscuous  grace  on  all,  the  queen  confers 
(In  woes  bewilder'd,  oft  the  wisest  errs;) 
The  wordy  vag^it  to  the  dole  aspires. 
And  modest  worth  with  noble  scorn  retires." 

She  thus:  "  O  cease  that  ever-honour'd  name 
To  blemish  now ;  it  ill  deserves  your  blame : 
A  bowl  of  generous  wine  suffic'd  the  guest ; 
In  vain  the  queen  the  night-refection  press'd; 
Nor  would  he  court  repose  in  downy  state, 
Unbless'd,  abandon'd  to  the  rage  of  fate  ! 
A  hide  beneath  the  portico  was  spread. 
And  fleecy  skins  compos'd  an  humble  bed : 
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A  Joviny  cnrpet  cast  n'rtli  <liiWou»  eirci 
KccuKil  bini  iram  ilic  keen  nuclunml  uir." 
till  cunivl  javelin  pois'U,  w'llli  ren^l  port, 
Tq  Uie  mfu  Gnet*  convcn'din  Tbemis'  courl, 
FurUi  iMUUiE  from  the  dome  the  piincc  repair'^. 
'Vvo  tiofc*  of  ohace,  k  liun-btuteil  ptiml. 
Behind  litm  soiirly  Miilk'd.     Without  delay 
The  dame  divide*  Ihc  labour  of  the  day ; 
Thiui  uivii>K  *"  ^^  toil  tlie  munlol  Imn ;  ^ 

■*  Wluil  nwrica  of  hivu}'  llic  n>arl>lt!  sUio '.  ^ 

lu  «onl«l  luBtic  let  tlkc  fliMr  rcfun:  3 

The  waiM  witli  purple  clothe  in  order  duF  i 
Aiid  let  tlie'  ab»ti»Mve  apor)^  th«  bwml  renews 
Let  Mune  n-tVcib  llic  vwe'i  Hdlicd  mmildi 
»iaine  bid  ttic  goblet*  bouit  their  iiBtirP  go\il 
i^ome  iu  tilt'  K|irln)^,  uiili  vHch  n  jw,  rvpiur, 
A"'  '  "  '"  '     >       '--  i>>ire  liir  bkthinf  bcu.      4^h 
t..  ■!usuiio»wllln,«.v      '^B 

I,  ■,Ml,C|r„drfd,*V."  ^ 

ISIu'  s^i(] ;  v^  Ltli  liutcoub  huBte  a  bevy  tair 
Of  iweiilv  vipg-iiia  to  the  spring  repiur: 
Wilh  varied  loll*  (lie  rest  adorn  the  dome. 
MHgiiiticent,  and  blithe,  the  suitors  come. 
Some  wield  the  sounding  axe  ;  the  dodder'd  oaks 
Divide,  (^edicnt  to  the  toreeful  strokes. 
Soon  from  the  fount,  with  <!ach  a  brimming  on, 
(EuniKUs  in  their  train,^  the  maid*  return. 
Three  porkers  for  the  least,  all  brawny-chin'd, 
lie  brouglit-.  the  choicest  of  the  tuvby  kind  ; 
In  lodgements  lirat  secure  his  care  h«  view'd. 
Then  to  the  king  tills  friendly  speech  renew'd ; 
"Kow  say  sincere,  my  guest!  the  suitor-tn^n     J 
Still  treat  thy  worth  with  lordly  dull  disdain ;      y 
Or  speaks  their  deed  a  bounteous  mind  humane  ?"  J 

*'  Some  pitying  god  {Ulysses  sad  replied) 
With  vullicd  vengeance  bl.ost  their  towering  pride! 
Jio  conscious  blusli,  no  sense  of  right  restrains 
The  tides  of  lust  that  swell  their  boiling  veins: 
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From  vice  to  vice  their  appetites  are  toat ; 
All  cheaply  sated  at  another's  cost  !*' 

While  thus  the  chief  his  woes  indig^nant  told, 
Melanthiiis,  master  of  the  bearded  fold. 
The  goodliest  goats  of  all  the  royal  herd 
Spontaneous  to  the  suitors'  feast  preferr'd : 
Two  grooms  assistant  bore  the  victims  bound  ; . 
With  quavering  cries  the  vaulted  roofs  resound : 
And  to  the  chief  austere,  aloud  beg^n 
The  wretch,  unfriendly  to  the  race  of  man: 

**  Here,  vagrant,  stiU !  offensive  to  my  lodds ! 
Blows  have  more  energy  than  airy  words. 
These  arguments  I'll  use :— nor  conscious  shame. 
Nor  threats,  thy  bold  intrusion  will  reclaim. 
On  this  high  feast  the  meanest  vulgar  boast 
A  plenteous  board !  Hence !  seek  another  host !" 

Rejoinder  to  the  churl  the  king  disdain'd; 
But  shook  his  head,  and  rising  wrath  restrsun'd. 

From  Cephalenia,  cross  the  surgy  main, 
Philaetius  late  arriv'd,  a  faithful  swain. 
A  steer,  ungrateful  to  the  bull's  embrace, 
And  goats  he  brought,  the  pride  of  all  their  race ! 
Imported  in  a  shallop  not  his  own  : 
The  dome  re-echoed  to  their  mingled  moan. 
Straight  to  the  guardian  of  the  bristly  kind 
He  thus  began,  benevolent  of  mind  : 

<*  What  guest  is  he,  of  such  majestic  air  ? 
His  lineage  and  paternal  clime  declare  : 
Dim  through  the'  eclipse  of  fate,  the  rays  divine 
Of  sovereign  state  with  faded  splendour  shine. 
If  monarchs  by  the  gods  are  plung'd  in  wo. 
To  what  abyss  are  we  foredoom'd  to  go !" 
T^en  affable  he  thus  the  chief  addressed. 
Whilst  with  pathetic  warmth  his  hand  he  press'd : 

•*  Stranger !  may  fate  a  milder  aspect  shew. 

And  spin  thy  future  with  a  whiter  clue  ! 

O  Jove !  for  ever  deaf  to  human  cries ; 
The  tyrant,  not  the  father  of  the  skies! 


t'nfriicon  of  the  Ton  Xhy  wUl  bepn  1 
TV  (ocl  uf  btr,  ibf  iKuiaAic«(iT«t  mut, 
Wnli  peiwn,  ciiMraipt,  nputM,  and  cue, 
TV  cdkv  k>Ml  oTIA  U  ilDoni'iI  W  bear. 
V^jTMMi  Amk  hu  ilktc  m  wmMrmRllI, 

Vplmi^  U17  power,  tbr  w'udoni,  or  thy  wiU  ^ 
n  wiwilli  iini  ilf  II ' — n  nun  oTwo'— 
rtMfe  Ob*  mj  te»™,  ■ml  ilull  fbr  e»er  flow  ■ 
LIlw  tUa,  poor  tmaigvi  gartii,  denied  hU  kUM! 
Ijbt  thM^  In  nup  cdMccnc  d«rr«d  to  nun ! 
Or  ^^  pvmh'it  on  wonic  ili>t»nt  cowo. 
!■  Stjgmi  rlooRi  tw  iflidM  B  pcTuive  KboM! 
Oh,  ffratcTid  for  thr  |^i«il  h»  IxMiiily  f^rt, 
m  gricTir.  till  10110111  link  nu!  to  thp  gnrre  \ 
Sit  IeiihI  iirni«lia|[  hknd  ntv  ^iitli  pnfeftM, 
Th*  RTS'iil  rf  hti  C'ph»li-m»i>  hrrrf 


To  cram  these  ci 

Who  in  puiitlon  feck  hit  reahn  to  share  -. 

Hot  human  rijfht,  nor  wrath  divine,  rerere. 

Sinc«  htrt  rcsolv'd  opprewive  these  rendp, 

Contendini;  doubts  my  ■niimu  heart  divide : 

Kov  to  s<nne  forei|^  cLme  inclln'd  to  fly. 

And  with  the  royal  hrrd  protection  buy — 

Then,  happier  thou^ti  return  the  nodding;  tai 

ligbl  mounts  despair,  alternate  hopes  pienil: 

In  opening  prospects  of  idesl  Joy, 

My  kjne'  returns;  the  proud  usurpen  die." 

To  iiliom  the  chief;  "  In  thv  capacioui  mind 
Since  daring  zeal  with  cool  debate  it  Join'd, 
Attend  a  deed  already  ripe  in  late  : 
Atteal,  O  Jove  ■  the  truth  I  now  relate  l 
This  aacred  truth  attest  each  gcnisJ  pover, 
Who  bless  the  board,  and  guard  thiafnendljbevt 
■tcTore  tbou  quit  the  dome  (nor  long  delay) 
Thy  wish  pttMuc'd  in  act,  with  pleas'd  niner. 
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Thy  wondering^  eyes  shall  view:  his  rightful  reign  "J 
By  arms  avowM  Ulysses  shall  regain  C 

Anil  to  the  shades  devote  the  suitor-train."  3 

"  O  .love  supreme  (tlie  raptur*d  swain  replies) 
"WitJi  deeds  consummate  soon  tlie  promis'd  joys  I 
Tiiese  aged  nerves,  with  new-bom  vigour  strung. 
In  that  blcss'd  cause  should  emulate  the  young — 
Assents  Kuma:us  to  the  prayer  addressed; 
And  equal  anlours  fire  his  loyal  breast." 

Meantime  tlie  suitors  urge  the  prince's  fate. 
And  deathful  arts  employ  the  dire  debate  : 
AVhen  in  his  airy  tour,  the  bird  of  Jove 
Tniss'd  with  his  sinewy  pounce  a  trembling  dove ; 
Sinister  to  their  hope !  this  omen  ey'd 
Amphinomus,  who  thus  presaging  cried: 

"The   gods   from   force   and  fraud  tlie  prince 
defend. 
O  peers !  the  sanguinary  scheme  suspend: 
Yoiu"  future  tliought  let  sable  fate  employ ; 
And  give  the  present  hour  to  genial  joy." 

From  council  straight  the'  assenting  peerage 
ceas'd ; 
And  in  the  dome  prepared  the  genial  feast, 
Disrob'd,  their  vests  apart  in  order  lay, 
Then  all  with  speed  succinct  the  victims  slay; 
With  sheep  and  shagg}'  goats  the  porkers  bled. 
And  the  proud  steer  was  on  the  marble  spread. 
With  fire  prepar'd  they  deal  the  morsels  round; 
Wine  rosy -bright  the  brimming  goblets  crown'd, 
Uy  sage  Eumxus  borne:  the  purple  tide 
Melanthi'.is  from  an  ample  jar  supplied : 
High  canisters  of  bread  Philaetius  plac'd: 
And  eager  all  devour  the  rich  repast. 
Dispos'd  apart,  Ulysses  shares  the  treat ! 
A  trivet-table,  and  ignobler  seat. 
The  prince  appoints;  but  to  his  sire  assigns 
The  tasteful  inwards,  and  nectareous  wines. 

o  o  2 


I 


Drod  Ml  11k  nilci'i  buck  lot  nifSkn'*  rvgrc 
Ito  nlpi  tM/  MOIc£i»  uiy  boiKiuT'd  ore: 
nn  do^  a  nAlgB  to  %  wrong*  ihiirbc^ 
fi^  m;  fTtat  w*  te«  hmh  dc*oK''<l  to  mc ) 
*  Tmt  nolcaw  lad  •oont,  re  *u(tani,  cease  i 
LcK  vnu  atatft  Uic  nobied  p^jtcc." 

A»'*l  bj  (fce  priftce;  ••  hMelity,  bra™,  »wl  ywwp 
BigefBaw'4Ui«K)>,Binu*flir(ilcliiun'(lt]iPlMi]^( 
••BcMtMMtpn**'  (M  length  Antinou*  Cfiei) 
Tb<  UBVUt*  ofnin  impcfiwit  >'nutli  deipite: 
W««U  >ove  pemut  the  iiic<Ulat«d  blow, 
iW  rtnam  of  cloqaencf  (Iiimld  ccwc  to  flow." 
WiUiQVl  rrplj  TOudtiBf' J^  Anlinoui  ccu'd:>~ 
Honwtdttt  thr  pomp  of  fi><liv»1  incrm*''!: 
Ov  t.T^'"^  rrnkM,  in  iT!i-ii"1  '."Vr  move 

ti-     .     ■  .    ■  ■,;!..■'     ^    .,    !i       ,    fT-Wf  : 

B<:..  ■.■\A-Mi-,  ^ 

'the  lunaT-becatomb  thfy  grateful  iaid;  > 

Futook  the  Mcred  feaKt,  and  ritual  honoun  pud.  J 
But  tlie  lieb  banquet  in  the  dome  prepar'd, 
(An  hiunble  ade^board  act)  Ulynea  ihu'd. 
OtMcrvuit  of  the  prince's  high  b«beat. 
Ilia  meoUl  tzain  attend  the  itranrer-gucit; 
Whom  PaOu  whfa  UDpardoning  hii^  fir'd. 
By  lordfr  priik  and  keen  reproach  inipir'd. 
A  Saaiiaa  pe«T>  more  (tudioua  than  the  rest 
Of  (ice,  who  teem'd  with  muiy  a  dexl-born  JMti 
And  lUK'd,  for  title  to  a  conioit  queen, 
UnnunDcr'd  acre*  aiable  and  meo;  ■  V 

(CtCMpiu  nam'd)  tbia  lord  Vlymet  efi. 
And  t£u*  bunt  out  impoMbnmate  with  pnde. 
"Tbeaenlence  I  pr<^>o«e,  ye  peen,  attend: 
Since  due  regard  nnut  wait  the  prince'*  fnendt 
I^eadi  a  token  of  esteem  bettaw: 
Tliif  gift  acijuiU  the  dear  reipect  I  owei 
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He  saw  their  secret  souls,  and  thus  be^n: 
<*  Those  vows  the  gods  accord — behold  Sie  man ! 
Your  own  Ulysses !  twice  ten  years  detained 
By  woes  and  wanderings  from  his  hapless  land: 
At  length  he  comes;  but  comes  despis'd,  unknown; 
And  finding  faithful  you,  and  you  alone. 
All  else  have  cast  him  from  their  very  thought ; 
E'en  in  their  wishes  and  their  prayers  forgot ! 
Hear  then,  my  friends !  If  Jove  this  arm  succeed. 
And  give  yon  impious  revellers  to  bleed. 
My  care  shaU  be,  to  bless  your  future  lives 
With  large  possessions,  and  with  fsuthful  wives:     , 
Fast  by  my  palace  shall  your  domes  ascend : 
And  each  on  young  Telemachus  attend. 
And  each  be  call'd  his  brother,  and  my  friend. 
To  g^ve  you  firmer  faith,  now  trust  your  eye  ; 
Lo !  tiie  broad  scar  indented  on  my  thigh. 
When  wiUi  Autolycus's  sons,  of  yore, 
On  Pamass'  top  I  chas'd  the  tusky  boar.** 
His  ragged  vest  then  drawn  aside  disclos*d 
The  sign  conspicuous,  and  the  scar  expos*d: 
Eager  they  view*d;  with  joy  they  stood  amaz'd ; 
With  tearful  eyes  o'er  all  their  master  gaz'd : 
Around  his  neck  their  lon^ng  arms  they  cast ; 
His  head,  his  shoulders,  and  his  knees  embrac'd : 
Tears  foUow'd  tears: — ^no  word  was  in  their  power; 
In  solemn  silence  fell  the  kindly  shower. 
The  king  too  weeps,  the  king  too  grasps  their  hand^ 
And  moveless,  as  a  marble  fountain,  stands. 

Thus  had  their  joy  ^ept  down  the  setting  sun. 
But  first  the  wise  man  ceas'd,  and  thus  begun: 
•*  Enough—- on  other  cares  your  thought  employe 
For  danger  waits  on  all  untimely  joy. 
Full  many  foes,  and  fierce,  observe  us  near : 
Some  may  betray,  and  yonder  walls  may  hear. 
Re-enter  then:  not  all  at  once;  but  stay- 
Some  moments  you^  and  let  me  lead  the  way: 
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To  me,  neglected  as  I  am,  I  know 

The  haughty  suitors  will  deny  the  bow ; 

But  thou,  Eumxus,  as  'tis  borne  away. 

Thy  master's  weapon  to  his  hand  convey. 

At  every  portal  let  some  matron  wait; 

And  each  lock  fast  the  well-compacted  gate: 

Close  let  them  keep,  whate'er  invades  their  ear ; 

Though  arms  or  shouts,  or  d^ing  groans  they  hear. 

To  thy  strict  charge,  Philxtius!  we  consign 

The  court's  main  gate:  to  guard  tliat  pass  be  thine.** 

This  said,  he  first  returned :  the  faithful  swains 
At  distance  follow,  as  their  king  ordains. 
Before  the  flame  Eurymachus  tiow  stands. 
And  turns  the  bow,  and  chafes  it  with  his  hands: 
Still  the  tough  bow  unmoved.    The  lofty  nian 
Sigh'd  from  his  mighty  soul  and  thus  began  : 

'*  1  mourn  the  common  cause:  for,  oh  my  friends! 
On  me,  on  all,  what  grief,  what  shame  attends  ^ 
Not  tlie  lost  nuptials  can  affect  me  more 
(For  Greece  has  he:uiteous  dames  on  ever\'  shore,) 
lUit  batHeil  thus  I  contessM  so  f;ir  below 
riysses'  sireni^th,  as  not  to  bend  his  bow  I 
How  sl.all  all  ai;es  our  attempt  deritle  ! 
Our  Weakness  bcorn  I" — Antinous  thus  replied  : 

*'  Not  so,   Eun  maehus:  that  no  man  draws 
The  wondix>us  bow,  attend  another  cause. 
Sacred  t\^  PlKr;)us  is  t'ue  solemn  day, 
AVliich  tiiou^luiess  we  in  g^ames  would  waste  away. 
Till  the  next  dawn  this  ill-tim'd  strife  forego. 
And  here  lca\e  hx'd  the  ringlets  in  a  rtuv. 
Xow  bul  the  sewtT  appmach  ;  and  let  us  join 
In  due  libations,  and  in  rites  divine  : 
So  enil  our  nignt  .  before  the  day  shall  sprincr, 
The  choietst  t»rtVrInpfs  let  Melanthius  bring':" 
Let  then  to  Pha:!)u>'  name  the  fatted  thiglis 
Feed  :he  rich  snu)kes,  high  curling  to  the  skies ; 
So  sh:Ul  tlie  pan-on  ofthe.se  arts  bestow 
iFor  his  the  g-ift)  the  skill  to  bend  the  bow." 
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They  heard,  well  pleas'd:  the  ready  heralds 
bring" 
The  cleansing  waters  from  the  Hmpid  spring: 
The  goblet  high  with  rosy  wine  tliey  crown'd. 
In  order  circling  to  the  peers  around. 
That  rite  complete,  up  rose  the  thoughtful  man  j 
And  thus  his  meditated  scheme  beg^n: 

"  If  y^hii  I  ask  your  noble  minds  approve, 
Ye  peers  and  rivals  in  the  royal  love ! 
Chief,  if  it  hurt  not  great  Antinous*  ear 
(Whose  sage  decision  I  with  wonder  hear,) 
And  if  £ur3rmachus  the  motion  please ; 
Give  heaven  this  day,  and  rest  the  bow  in  peace. 
To-morrow  let  you^  arms  dispute  the  prize, 
And  take  it  he,  the  favour'd  of  the  skies ! 
But  since  till  then  this  trial  you  delay. 
Trust  it  one, moment  to  my  hands  to-day; 
Fain  would  I  prove,  before  your  judging  eyes. 
What  once  I  was,  whom  wretched  you  despise; 
If  yet  this  arm  its  ancient  force  retain 
Or  if  my  woes  (a  long  continued  tnun) 
And  wants  and  insults  make  me  less  than  man." 

Rage  flash'd  in  lightning  from  the  suitors*  eyes, 
Yet  mix'd  with  terror  at  the  bold  emprise. 
Antinous  then ;— **  O  miserable  guest ! 
Is  common  sense  quite  banish'd  from  thy  breast? 
Suffic'd  it  not  within  the  palace  plac'd 
To  sit  distinguished,  with  our  presence  grac'd. 
Admitted  here  with  princes  to  confer; 
A  man  unknown,  a  needy  wanderer  ? 
To  copious  wine  this  insolence  we  owe : 
Ajid  much  thy  betters  wine  can  overthrow. 
The  g^eat  Eur3rtion  when  this  frenzy  stung, 
Pirithous*  roofs  with  frantic  riot  rung; 
Boundless  the  Centaur  rag^d;  till  one  and  all 
The  heroes  rosej  and  dragg'd  him  from  the  hall; 
His  nose  they  shorten*d,  and  his  ears  they  slit. 
And  sejit  him  sober*d  home,  with  better  wit.    " 
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Hence  with  long  war  tbe  doulile  race  was  ciws'U; 
I^1»l  to  all  1  but  to  the  aggressor  first. 
Such  f»tc  I  prophesy  our  pii^sl  alHrmU, 
Where  this  -nerdicteil  bow  he  bemls. 
Nor  shall  these  walla  such  insolence  contnin  ! 
The  first  (air  wind  transports  him  o'er  the  mun ; 
Where  Echetus  to  death  the  Kuilly  briiin 
(The  worst  of  moitiUa,  e'en  the  worst  of  king*.] 
Better  than  that,  if  thou  approve  our  chce^ 
Cease  the  mad  strife,  and  anare  our  bouiiQ'  bere." 

To  this  the  queen  her  just  dislike  ei]>ress'd  r — 
"'Tis  impious,  prince Koharni  the atiuiif^er-gueMi 
Base  to  insula  who  bears  a  suppliant's  name : 
And  some  respect  Telcmacbus  may  claim. 
What  if  the'  immortals  on  the  man  bestow 
SufRcicnt  strength  to  draw  the  Tniehty  bow? 
Khali  1,  a  queen,  by  lival  chiefs  ador'J, 
Accept  a  waod'hn^  stranger,  for  my  lot4 ' 
Jk  hope  M  idle  neyer  touch'd  his  bmin  t 
Then  case  your  bosoms  of  a  tear  so  vain. 
Far  be  he  banish'd  from  this  stately  scene, 
Whn  wrongs  Ilis  princtfs*  with  -j.  thong-lit  so  mean  '." 

"  O  fair  !  and  wise.it  of  so  fair  a  kind  ! 
(Rpipcctful  thus  Eiirimuchus  rcjoin'd) 
Mov'd  by  no  weak  surmise,  but  sense  of  shame. 
We  dread  (he  all-arraigning  voice  of  lame ; 
We  dread  the  censiu^  of  the  meanest  slave. 
The  weakest  woman  : — all  can  wronjf  the  brave. 
'  Behold  what  wretches  to  the  bed  pretend 
Of  that  brave  chief  whuse  bow  they  could  not  bend  1 
In  came  a  be^^ar  of  the  strolling'crew. 
And  did  what  all  those  princes  could  not  do.' 
I'hiis  will  the  common  voice  our  deed  de&mc) 
And  thus  posterity  upbraid  our  name." 

To  whom  the  queen ; — "  If  fiune  engage  your 

Forbear  those  acts  which  infamy  ptmues : 
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Wrong  and  oppression  no  renown  can  raise  ; 
Know,  friend  !  that  virtue  is  the  path  to  praise. 
The  stature  of  our  guest,  his  port,  his  face, 
Spea  khim  descended  from  no  vulgar  race. 
To  him  the  bow,  as  he  desires,  convey ; 
And  to  his  hand  if  Phoebus  give  the  ^y. 
Hence,  to  reward  his  merit,  he  shall  bear 
A  two-edg^d  falchion,  and  a  shining  spear. 
Embroidered  sandals,  a  rich  cloak  and  vest, 
And  safe  conveyance  to  his  port  of  rest.** 

"  O  royal  mother !  ever  honour*d  name  ! 
Permit  me  (cries  Telemachus)  to  claim 
A  son's  just  right. — No  Grecian  prince  but  I 
Has  power  this  bow  to  grant,  or  to  deny. 
Of  all  that  Ithaca's  rough  hills  contain, 
And  all  wide  Elis*  courser-breeding  plain. 
To  me  alone  my  father's  arms  descend ; 
And  mine  alone  they  are  to  give  or  lend. 
Retire,  O  queen!  thyjiousehold  task  resume, 
Tend,  with  thy  maids,  the  labours  of  the  loom; 
The  bow,  the  darts,  and  arms  of  chivalrj^ 
These  cares  to  man  belong,  and  most  to  me.** 

Mature  beyond  his  years,  the  queen  admir*d 
His  sage  reply,  and  with  her  train  retir*d : 
Therfe  in  her  chamber  as  she  sat  apart, 
Revolv'd  his  words,  and  plac'd  them  in  her  heart. 
On  her  Ulysses  then  she  tix'd  her  soiil : 
Down  her  fair  cheek  the  tears  abundant^roU, 
Till  gentle  Pallas,  piteous  of  her  cries. 
In  slumber  clos'd  her  silver-streaming  eyes. 

Now  through  the  pres^  the  bow  Eumxus  bore, 
And  all  was  riot,  noise,  and  wild  uproar. 
"  Hold,  lawless  rustic !  whither  wilt  thou  g^  } 
To  whom,  insensate,  dost  thou  bear  the  bow  ? 
Exil'd  for  this  to  some  sequester'd  den, 
Far  from  the  sweet  society  of  men, 
To  thy  own  dogpj  a  prey  thou  shalt  be  made ; 
If  heaven  and  Phoebus  lend  the  suitors  aid.*' 


4tS  TK>  ontwnr.  StJti 

TTiiM  thcf ,— Agli^  ho  bid  t)ip  u-rapon  down, 
But  boU  TclcmMlius  Uiub  urp"il  him  oo; 
■•  FnioBoil,   Tliliw   sUve.   anil   sligiit  their   crop 

What!  hopca  the  fool  to  pkise  so  mkn;  lordsf 
Vounr  w  I  urn,  thy  priiiM's  veneeftil  hand, 
Stretch'j  forth  in  Vnith,  shtU  drive  thee  fhmitl 

lUHl. 

Uh  ■  fould  thr  vigour  nf  tUis  >rro  aa  xeeS 
The'  oppressive  juitora  from  my  walla  expel! 
Then  what  a  shoal  of  Inviltra  men  ihauld  go 
To  fill  with  tutnull  tlie  dark  courts  below  L"      Tl 

The  BuitorH  witli  s  scornful  smile  survey       ^ 
The  youth,  imhllging  in  the  geniiJ  day.  I 

EumxiiSt  tiuia  eocourag'd,  baitcE  to  bting  M 
The  Btrifeful  bov,  and  give  it  to  the  king.  ■ 
Old  Eiirjclea  calling  then  ualJe,  ^ 

*■  Hear  what  Telemachua  enjoins  (he  cried:) 
At  every  portal  let  some  matron  wait. 
And  each  lock  fast  the  well-compacted  gale; 
And  if  unusual  sounds  invade  their  ear. 
If  arms,  or  shouts,  or  dying  groans  they  hear. 
Let  none  to  call  or  issue  forth  presume, 
Uul  dose  atlen<l  the  labours  of  the  loom." 

Her  prompt  obedience  on  his  order  waitsj 
Clos'd  in  an  instant  were  the  palace  gates. 
In  the  same  moment  forth  Phdilius  flies, 
Seciuvs  the  court,  and  with  a  cable  ties 
The  utmost  gale  (the  cable  strongly  wrou^t 
Of  Byblos'  reed,  a  ship  from  E^'pt  brought;) 
"""  ■  crctiv'd  and  silent  at  the  board 

le  tabes,  his  eyes  upon  his  lord. 

nnu  now  tiis  weU-known  bow  the  nuuter  boi^ 
Tum'd  on  all  Mdes,  and  vicw'd  it  o'er  and  o'eri 
Lest  time  or  worms  iiad  done  the  weapon  wtoa^ 
Its  owner  absent,  and  untried  so  long-. 
Whi\e  Bomc  dcrii\n%— "  How  he  tumi  the  bow! 
Some  oUwT\i^'i!i.sQi^'^^Tiaa'tm8i.Xwi«i 


SC 
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Op  f Ur  would  copy;  or  in  bown  he  ilmlii: 
I'crltttpM  tir  timkrN  Ihciii  (  or  prrlmpn  lie  Ntcalii," 
•*  llcuvrii  to  thiM  wretch  ('linotlirrcnril)  br  kind  !^ 
And  bloNN,  in  ull  to  which  he  NtuntU  inciin'd,        C 
With  Niich  ffood  fortune  hn  \w  now  Nhiill  find."     j 

lIccdIcMM  he  hctird  thcni :— but  diNduin'd  rrplyi 
Tlic  bow  prruNinif  with  rxactcnt  eye. 
Then,  a*  Hotne  heuvcnly  niinntrel,  tuufi^hi  to  ihii^ 
Ili|Ch  noteM,  reNponiiive  to  the  trembliiiif  MtriniCi 
To  Mome  new  Mtruin  whm  he  udaplri  the  lyro, 
Or  the  (hiinb  hitr  relitu  with  vocul  wire, 
ItidiiXeN,  NtriiinN,  und  druwN  them  to  und  fro: 
Ho  the  ifreut  muMtcr  drew  the  mif^htv  bow; 
And  drew  with  eaiie.     One  fund  uloli  diMplayM 
I'he  beiidinif  hornn,  and  one  the  Htnn^  eMNtiyM. 
From  hiN  euMKyinj^  hurul  the  Ntring^  h't  (ly         |cry. 
TwunjfM  Mhorl  Hiid  iiliMrp,  like  the  Nhrill  MWtiUow'i 
A  ffcnrrul  horror  run  throui^h  ull  tlie  rucei 
Hunk  WUN  eiK'.h  hettrt,  und  pule  wun  every  fare. 
Hi^'Mit  ^'orii  above  riiMiird:  —  thc'  nidoldin|C  Nky 
In  li^'litninK'  l)urHt;  .lo\(-  tliutidri'M  iVom  on  hi^h. 
Fir'd  ttt  the  eidl  of  liruven'-i  uiuii^iity  lord. 
He  unutcliM  tlir  nIiuH  thut  i^litler'd  on  the  bourd 
(FuNt  by,  tlie  rcNt  luv  Nlcrpin^  in  tin   HlwMth, 
Hut  Noon  to  i\y,  tlie  uumm' ii)((-rN  ot'drutli.) 

Now  MittiufC  UM  \\v.  WUN,  till'  cord  lie  drew, 
Throu)(h  evrry  nuK'b't  levt'llinic  Ihn  view; 
Then  noteliM  the  Nliart,rtd«uH*<l,  und  /{■uvc  it  win|C: 
The  wlii/./ln)(  urrow  vuiunIiM  Tioih  tlw  NtrinfC, 
flunff  on  diree.t,  und  llit'rudrd  evrry  r\\i^. 
The  Holid  \i^tiir  '\\h  lury  N(!urrely  boitiidN;      iHounfTs. 
I*icrc'd   tbrou^h  und  tln'on^b,   the  Holi<l  \i;:t\c  re- 

ThentotiK'  prince; — "Nor  buve  1  wrouj^hl  tlicc 
nhume ; 
Nor  crrM  thipt  bund  unfuitlifu!  to  itM  uiiiit 
Nor  prov'd  the  toil  too  liuni;   nor  Imve  (  loNt 
Thttt  uncient  vi|(our,  once  my  pride  und  Ixmitt. 

vol..  xt.ii.  q  q 
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HI  1  deserve  these  haughty  peers'  disdain: — 
Now  let  them  comfort  theit  dejected  train: 
In  sweet  reniut  the  present  hour  employ. 
Nor  wait  tiil  evening  for  the  genial  joj  : 
Then  to  the  lute's  soft  voice  pi-olon^  the  night;— 
Music,  the  banquet's  most  refin'd  delig'hl," 

He  siud,  then  gave  a  nod; — and  at  the  word 
Telemachus  g'iriU  on  his  sliining  sword. 
Ful  by  his  futher'a  side  he  takes  his  atnnd , 
The  beamy  javelin  lightens  in  his  hand. 
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Theit  fierce  the  hero  o'er  the  threshold  strode; 
Stript  o(  his  rags,  he  blaz'd  out  like  a  g^. 
Full  in  their  face  the  lifted  bow  he  bore. 
And  quiver'd  deaths,  a  formidable  store; 
Before  his  feet  the  rattling*  shower  he  tlurew. 
And  thus  terrific,  to  the  suitor^crew: 

**  One  venturous  game  this  hand  has  won  to-day; 
Another,  princes !  yet  remains  to  play: 
Another  mark  our  arrow  must  attain. 
Phoebus,  assist !  nor  be  the  labour  vain." 

Swift  as  the  word  the  parting  arrow  sings; 
And  bears  thy  fate,  Antinous,  on  its  wing^ 
Wretch  that  he  was,  of  unprophetic  soul ! 
High  in  his  hands  he  rear'd  the  gulden  bowl; 
E'en  then  to  drain  it  lei%then'd  out  his  breath ; 
Chang'd  to  the  deep,  the  bitter  draught  of  death ! 
For  fate  who  fear'd  amidst  a  feastful  band  ? 
And  fate  to  numbers,  by  a  single  hand  ? 
Full  through  his  throat  Ulysses*  weapon  past. 
And  pierc'd  the  neck.    He  falls,  and  breathes  his 

last. 
The  tumbling  goblet  the  wide  floor  b'erflows, 
A  stream  of  gore  burst  spouting  from  his  nose ; 
Grim  in  convulsive  agonies  he  sprawls: 
Before  him  spura'd,  the  loaded  table  falls, 

qq2 


JjAMta^M 


And  npreatU  the  pavement  with  a  mingled  flood 
Of  flo:it'irig  nieuls,  uiiil  wine,  and  hunmn  blood. 
Attn^'li,  cui^oundnl,  as  tiiey  aav  him  fiJl, 
Uprose  the  throngs  tumultuouH  round  the  ball. 
O^^r  all  the  dome  Ihey  cast  a  huggard  ejc: 
Eacli  look'd  for  arnii:  in  vain ;  no  amn  were  nieh: 
"  Airo'st  thou  at  princes  '  (alt  unaz'd  thej  auid) 
Thy  last  of  gamcii  imhappj  liast  tliou  play'd  ; 
liiy  erring  shaft  liu  nuide  our  bravest  bleed, 
And  deatii,  unlucky  guest,  attends  thy  de«d. 
Vulture!  Bliall  toar  thee" — ThuH   inceni'd    they 

While  each  lo  chiuice  B»crib'd  tlie  wondrous  stroke 
Blind  as  tbejr  were  ;  for  deatll  e'en  now  invodci 
BJs  de^tiu'd  prey,  and  wmps  ihem  all  in  stiadei. 
Then  grimly  frowning  with  a  dreadful  look. 
That  whither'd  all  their  hearts,  Ulyiw^i  "poke. 

"  Dog*,  yehove  bad  your  day! — yeRuu'a  nauoN 
'   VlyHes  vengefiil  from  the  Trojan  ihnte-. 

"While  to  your  Inst  and  spoil  a  piardlesa  prev. 

Our  bailee,  our  weattli,  cui'  helpk-ss  bandmaida,  la} 

Nm  so  content,  «'ltb  bnliUr  frcii/y  lir'd, 

E'en  to  our  bed,  presumptuout,  you  aspir'd: 

Laws  or  divine  or  human  fail'd  to  move. 

Or  shame  of  men,  or  dread  of  god*  above: 

jQeedlcsa  alike  of  infamy  or  praise. 

Or  fame's  eternal  voice  in  future  days: 

The  hour  of  vengeance,  tptches !  now  is  come; 

Impending  fate  is  yours,  and  instant  doom." 

Thus  dreadful  he.  Cunfhs'd  the  suiton  stood; 
Prom  their  pale  clieets  recedes  the  flying  blood: 
Trembling  the  v  sought  their  guilty  heads  to  bide; 
Alone  the  bold  Encyniachus  replied; 

"  If,  as  thy  words  import  (he  thus  began,) 
Ulysses  lives,  and  thou  the  miehty  man. 
Great  are  thy  wrongs,  and  ihu^  bait  thou  nijtaiii'd 
In  thy  ipoil'd  paUce,  and  ezluuiited  land. 
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The  cause  and  author  of  those  g^ty  deeds, 
Lo !  at  thy  feet  unjust  Antinous  bleeds. 
Not  love,  but  wild  ambition,  was  his  guide : 
To  slay  thy  son,  thy  kingdoms  to  divide, 
These  were  his  aims; — but  juster  Jove  denied. 
Since  cold  in  death  the'  offender  hes,  O  spare 
Thy  suppliant  people,  and  receive  their  pray'r ! 
Brass,  gold,  and  treasures,  shall  the  spoil  defray: 
Two  hundred  oxen  every  prince  shidl  pay; 
The  waste  of  years  refunded  in  a  day. 

Till  then  thy  wrath  is  just." Ulysses  bum'd 

With  high  disdain,  and  sternly  thus  retum'd  : 

''  All,  all  the  treasures  that  enrich'd  our  throne 
Before  your  rapines,  join'd  with  all  your  own. 
If  offer'd,  vainly  should  for  mercy  call : 
'Tis  you  that  offer,  and  I  scorn  them  all. 
Your  blood  is  my  demand!  your  lives  the  prize. 
Till  pale  as  yonder  wretch  each  suitor  lies. 
Hence  with  those  coward  terms :  or  fight  or  fly. 
This  choice  is  left  ye,  to  resist  or  die : 

And  die  1  trust  ye  shall.'* He  sternly  spoke  : 

With  guilty  fears  the  pale  assemblv  shook. 

Alone  Burymachus  exhorts  the  train : 

**Yon  archer,  comrades,  will  not  shoot  in  vsun ; 

But  from  the  threshold  shall  his  darts  be  sped, 

(Whoe'er  he  be)  till  every  prince  lie  dead. 

Be  mindful  of  yourselves ;  draw  forth  your  swords, 

And  to  his  shafts  obtend  these  ample  boards 

(So  need  compels.^     Then,  all  united,  strive 

The  bold  invader  from  his  post  to  drive: 

The  city  rous'd  shall  to  our  rescue  haste. 

And  this  mad  archer  soon  have  shot  his  last." 

Swifl  as  he  spoke,  he  drew  his  traitor  sword. 
And  hke  a  lion  rush'd  against  his  lord. 
The  wary  chief  the  rushing  foe  repress'd; 
Who  met  the  point,  and  forc'd  it  in  his  breast : 
His  faihng  hand  deserts  the  lifted  sword. 
And  prone  he  falls  extended  o'er  the  board ! 


} 
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Hcforc  him  wide,  in  mixM  cfTiision  roll 
'I'hf*  iiiilastcfl  viandb,  and  the  jovial  bowl. 
Full  thmuf^h  Iub  liver  pawtM  the  mortal  wound; 
^'ith  dyiiiK  f"J^K^  lii**  forehead  beats  the  g^und : 
lie  spurn'd  the  seat  with  fur}'  as  he  fell, 
And  tiie  fierce  »oul  to  <larkneM  div'd,  and  hell. 

Next  bold  Am  phi  nonius  his  arms  extends 
To  force  the  pass  :  the  gYxUike  man  defends. 
Thy  spear,  Telcniachus !  prevents  tlie'  attack : 
The  bra/en  weapon  drivinp^  tlirougb  his  back* 
Thence  thro'  his  breast  its  bloody  passa^  tore; 
Flat  fulls  he  thundering'  on  the  marble  floor. 
And  his  cnish'd  foreheatl  marks  the  stone  with 

g'ore. 

lie  left  hiH  javelin  in  the  dead,  for  fear 
Tlie  lon)^  incunibmnce  of  the  weif^htv  spear 
To  the  fi<rce  foe  advant^'ig'e  mij^ht  arf'ord, 
To  rush  |j<Uv(  rn  and  use  the  sli<)rt(  nM  swrml. 
With  sp'cd^  :ii"»l(»»ir  to  his  sire  lie  fli<s; 
\inl,  "  Arm,  great  fathrr  !  arm  (in  liastc  \h:  nries;) 
l.o  Imiuc  I  niii  lor  other  arms  to  wield, 
Kor  missile  javehus,  an'l  for  helm  urul  shield  : 
Tast  h\  our  sidt.-  let  either  f'ailhiiil  swain 
In  arms  att<  n<l  ns,  and  their  [)art  sustain.'* 

"  Haste  ami  rttnrn  (I'lysses  made  rej)ly,j 
While  \ct  the'  auxiliar  shafts  this  hand  supply; 
Ij-st  thus  alone,  cneountcrM  by  an  host, 
Driven  from  the  g-ate,  the'  impoilant  pass  !>e  lost/* 

With  sp<<(l  Tclcmaehus  obeys;  and  Hies 
When-  pil'<l  on  heaps  the  royal  armour  lies. 
Four  l)ra/<n  helmets,  eij^ht  niulj^ent  spears. 
And  four  broad  bm^klers,  to  his  sire  he  bears: 
At.  onee  in  bra/.en  panoply  they  shone; 
\t  one.e  eaeh  seivant  brae'd  his  armour  on: 
Around  th<ir  kinj^'-  a  fiithful  ^iiard  they  stand. 
While  yet  each  sliaft  Hew  <leathful  from  his  hand, 
Chief  after  chief  expir'd  at  every  woiind, 
^n(l  swell'd  the  bleeding"  inoiiiitain  on  the  ground. 
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Soon  as  his  store  of  flying  fates  was  spent^ 
Against  the  wall  he  set  the  bow  unbent : 
And  now  his  shoulders  bear  the  massy  shield; 
And  now  his  hands  two  beamy  javelins  wield: 
He  frowns  beneath  his  nodding  plume,  that  play'd 
O'er  the  high  crest,  and  cast  a  dreadful  shade. 

There  stood  a  window  near,  whence  looking 
down 
From  o'er  the  porch,  appeared  the  subject  town. 
A  double  streng^  of  valves  secur'd  the  place ; 
A  high  and  narrow,  but  the  only  pass  : 
The  cautious  king,  with  all-preventing  care» 
To  g^uard  that  outlet,  plac'd  Eumxus  there  : 
When  Agelaus  thus : — "  Has  none  the  sense 
To  mount  yon  window,  and  alarm  from  thence 
The  neighbour  town?  the  town  shall  force  the 

door. 
And  this  bold  archer  soon  shall  shoot  no  more." 

Melanthius  then  : — **  That  outlet  to  the  gate 
So  near  adjoins,  that  one  may  guard  the  strait. 
But  other  methods  of  defence  remain ; 
Myself  with  arms  can  furnish  all  the  train; 
3tores  from  the  royal  magazine  I  bring, 
And  their  own  dsots  shall  pierce  the  prince  and 
king." 

He  s£ud ;  and  mounting  up  the  lofty  stairs, 
Twelve  shields,  twelve  Ismces,  and  twelve  helmets 

bears : 
All  arm,  and  sudden  round  the  hall  appears 
A  blaze  of  bucklers,  and  a  wood  of  spears. 

The  hero  stands  oppress'd  with  mighty  wo : 
On  every  side  he  sees  the  labour  g^w: — 
•*  Oh  curst  event !  and  oh  unlook*d-for  aid ! 

Melanthius  or  the  women  have  betray'd 

Oh  my  dear  son  !'* The  father  with  a  sigh : 

Then  ceas'd  ; — ^the  filial  virtue  made  reply  : 

"  Falsehood  is  folly;  and  'tis  just  to  own 
The  fault  committed : — ^this  was  mine  alone ; 


4//^  lat  oDT«4ir.  ^««it  ^•■ 

If  *  '5ir'*-.7'/.t  :ra  Jr  t'tn  the  iroddeis  fires; 
U    V  v.  .■»•.:.':  AArTiOr  »o  r*:V'.-rijfe  inspires: 
"  \r.  "i'j .  ^i'.['hifs'  -Aiitrc  then  s^iiftU  wc  find 

f?.  ^  %■*•--::.*   .»v:;.  kr.-i  •.Jif  cori»unt  nund' 
T  •...-.  '.'.  .:*jf^,  '-w':^  *'it  Trojan*'  daily  dread, 
K-'  i;  '..::':  !'.r.;r  trirs,  arid  felt  bv  heroes  dead:* 
A'l'j  •■..■.■:•':  v^i*.  cori'i  *c%  'A'hich  revenjf'd  llie  lu'-t 
O?  Pr  i*:  %  .-*'.*-.  ivi  Ui'l  pro'id  Trov  in  dust  r 
l7  •.-:  -i.  -riTri  H  riirn  'Ai*  »:•£  ckiLse,  were  done, 
U  :,k*  t'.r  •;.;/  lo  ;;i'.n-  i.ow,  ihv  queen,  thy  son! 
H.*r:  •;.'.-.  in  'Lo-j  '/A*.;  a'  niv  side  k'tend; 
O. •.•:-. ':  -A Si*.  \.;fO".r  jrrali'iidt  can  lend, 
An-:  t'^-.-ii  ^ov  v-vak,  of^pos'd  agaiiist  a  friend!" 

S:.-:  «!',•/•■.':;  ''.ji".  ■^'.ll.fi^f  lon^cr  to  suncv 
T'l-  •.  .-■:  k.-i :  *'jr.N  jp-ckt  acts,  withneld  lie  day; 
B<  t'.r'.tr  toll*  'l':Mti:'l  the  hrave  to  tr\', 
Ar.'i  !v':l  p'j.-»M  the  'Ainjfs  of  vlcton*: 
1  •..-.  ■.. .*^  ;t  <■"■->•  /':  '■'f  T",rm  '-I'ldfs  their  sij?ht, 
P   ■  ■: ■■  I  -.     1.   ..'..:  .t  :af*-:r'-:  ■.'-];; 

A  ■.':•■.■        ■.  ;  :•.->..  i"  fi/iit 

1;    ■      -■      "-  I'  :..  '■  '    :  A..'-  i:\';',  l-aS 

I       -■■*;■  ■■  t     '■'    ,'  '  '    ■  -■■■' '-  ••■'>■■ 

\*  .'  .  b    :  .'■,.*'»!'  .11  .■>•  *.  .'  -■■  ->  \  Mi"'.:ve; 
"i  .      ■  ■•'  <.i  :i!l  ^'i*-  -.-.ir--.  li.fi  I'fi  ulivc, 
A  ■    .-r  :■!•■  f  i.'Tii,^-   '!■  vj,  ;!;ir.   :i,  T:ii\  »rund, 
'1.1    •    A/-  li  .7  ."'r  ;'•••:  ■:  lirj-.^^'ii^-  ij.ili'i: 

'•  I  r.  ■  j.'j  ■:■ '.  •  '^  '/,:•  -,  /.  ':■  ii  \  o;:  liiTf  e  man  no  iiiwr'" 
\V  •;.  "'.I'  ■  '.:!.::  '.r--.-.  >  ■■-.  -,.:.ill  !>(-st]o\v  :lii-  floor: 
I/r     M--n'or  l'.i\i>  :i.;n  v.».,'i  an  f\u\i''.y  ijO:isl  : 
'I  :.'■  T'.'.r  r-:i!'r.:i; — hi:t  joiir  ;t;;:tin>>T  an  lioit, 
L-  '.  ■:  ■-'  !i  '■■*  '.;/'■  'lircli:i"f;«:  '\\i-  «!«-u'liy  (!;irt . 
U   -  .:.r-"  ot  s.\  -ii-vll  rcu'-.'i  [,');,■;.-'  ■»'  Ip.mM  : 
'\'\.  :■>  -':  ill  o;i''  s»rok';  i!i«.-  ^ilory  l(j-)t  i-v-^-^in: 
I  ..'■  :vb'.  Ki-i-i  p'Ti->lj,  t|,f  ;j- ^I'.-a:  J(.;tcl«:r  sl:iin." 

'I  n'  .1  iill  at  fiiif  r-  til.  ir  njlnirlcMl  lances  tlii*«^\v  ' 
And  •!»ir^".  all  '.r^.'i--  Ti.aii'"^  Mood  {'I'-v  fl'-w  ■ 


II  « 
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First,  fast  beliind,  his  hands  and  feet  they  bound; 
Then  straiten'd  cords  involved  his  body  round: 
So  drawn  aloft,  athwart  the  column  tied, 
llie  howling"  felon  swung  from  side  to  side. 

Eumseus  scofHng  then  with  keen  disdain; 
*•  There  pass  thy  pleasing  night,  O  gentle  swain ! 
On  that  soft  pillow,  from  that  envied  height 
First  may'st  thou  see  the  sprin^ng  dawn  of  light ; 
So  timely  rise,  when  morning  streaks  the  east. 
To  drive  thy  victims  to  the  suitor's  feast,'* 

This  said,  they  left  him,  tortured  as  he  lay; 
Secur'd  the  door,  and  hasty  strode  away: 
£^ach,  breathing  death,  resum'd  his  dangerous  post 
Near  great  Ulysses;  four  against  an  host. 
When  lo !  descending  to  her  hero's  aid, 
Jove's  daughter,  PaUas,  war's  triumphant  maid: 
In  Mentor's  friendly  form  she  join'd  his  side; 
Ulysses  saw,  and  thus  with  transport  cried: 

"Come,  ever  welcome,  and  thy  succour  lend; 
Oh  every  sacred  name  in  one ! — my  friend ! 
Early  we  lov'd,  and  long  our  loves  have  grown: 
Whate'er  through  life's  whole  series  1  have  done 
Or  good,  or  grateful,  now  to  mind  recall, 
And  aiding  this  one  hour,  repay  it  all." 

Thus  he: — but  pleasing  hopes  his  bosom  warm 
Of  Pallas  latent  in  the  friendly  form. 
The  adverse  host  the  phantom  warrior  ey'd; 
And  first  loud  tlircatening,  Agelaiis  cried: 

**  Mentor  beware;  nor  let  that  tongue  persuade 
Thy  frantic  arm  to  lend  Ulysses  aid: 
Our  force  successful  shall  our  threat  make  good« 
And  with  the  sire's  and  son's  commix  tliy  blood, 
What  hop'st  thou  here  ? — Thee  first  the  sword  shall 
Then  lop  thy  whole  posterity  away:  [slay; 

Far  hence  thy  banish'd  consort  shall  we  send; 
With  his,  thy  forfeit  lands  and  treasures  blend: 
Thus,  ahd  thus  only,  shalt  thou  join  thy  friend. 


stay; 

i."5 


His  luvbarouB  insult  e'en  the  goddess  firesi 
Who  thus  the  warrior  to  revenge  inspires^ 

"  Art  thou  Ulysses  ?  where  then  shktl  we  find 
Tlie  pitjent  body  and  the  constant  ntinil } 
That  courage,  once  the  Trojans'  diuly  dread. 
Known  nine  long  jem,  and  telt  by  beroes  dead^ 
And  where  that  cnniluet,  wliich  revcng'd  the  lust 
Of  Priam's  race,  and  laid  proud  Troy  in  dust  ? 
If  this,  vrhcn  Helen  was  the  cause,  were  done. 
What  for  thy  country  now,  thy  queen,  thy  son '. 
K«e  then  in  combat;  at  mjf  5ide  attendj  5 

Observe  what  vigour  graUtude  can  lend,  > 

And  foes  how  weak,  oppos'd  against  a  friend  \"  J 

She  spoke;  but  wilKng  lunger  to  survey 
The  sire  and  son's  great  acts,  withheld  the  da;i 
B/  tiirther  tolls  decreed  the  brave  to  try. 
And  level  pois'd  the  wings  of  victory: 
Then  with  a  obange  of  fram  eludes  their  light, 
Perch'd  like  a  swulow  on  >  rafter's  height. 
And  unperceiv'd  enjoys  the  rising  figbt. 

ttenmtor'-i  son,  bolJ  Ag-c-laii^,  ItaJs 
The  guilty  war:  Euiynomus  succeeds: 
With  these,  Pisander,  great  Polyctor's  son. 
Sage  Polybus,  and  stem  Amphijnedon, 
With  Demoptolemus:  these  six  survive  ( 
The  beat  of  all  the  shaRs  had  left  alive. 
Amidst  the  carnage  desperate  as  they  stand. 
Thus  Agelaiis  rous'd  tlie  la^ng  band.- 

"  The  hour  is  coroe,  when  yon  fierce  man  Dome 
With  bleeding  princes  shaU  bestrow  the  floor: 
Lo !  Mentor  leaves  him  with  an  empty  bout : 
The  four  remaini — but  four  against  an  host. 
Let  each  at  once  discharge  the  deadly  dart : 
One  sure  of  six  shall  reach  Ulysses'  heart; 
Thus  shall  one  stroke  the  glory  lost  regain: 
The  rest  must  perish,  their  great  leader  alain." 

Then  all  at  once  their  mingled  Unces  thraw ! 
And  thirsty  all  of  one  nun's  blood  they  fleiv; 


Ski.         ^ 
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In  vain !  Minerva  tum'd  them  with  her  breath. 
And  s^atter'd  short,  or  wide,  the  points  of  death ; 
With'd^aden'd  sound,  one  on  the  threshold  falls. 
One  strikes  the  gate,  one  ring^  against  the  walls; 
The  storm  pass'd  innocent. — The  godlike  man 
Now  loftier  trod,  and  dreadful  thus  began : 
**  'Tis  now  (brave  friends)  our  turn,  at  once  to  throw 
(So  speed  them  heaven)  our  javehns  at  the  foe. 
That  impious  race  to  all  their  past  misdeeds 
Would  add  our  blood : — ^Injustice  stiU  proceeds." 

He  spoke :  at  once  their  fiery  lancet  flew : 
Great  Demoptolemus,  Ulysses  slew; 
Euryades  receiv'd  the  prince's  dart; 
The  goatherd's  quiver'd  in  Pisander's  heart; 
Fierce  Elatus  by  thine,  Eumaeus  falls: 
Their  fall  in  thunder  echoes  round  the  walls.     • 
The  rest  retreat:  the  victors  now  advance; 
Each  from  the  dead  resumes  his  bloody  lance. 
Again  the  foe  discharge  the  steely  shower; 
Again  made  frustrate  by  the  virgin-power : 
Some,  tum'd  by  Pallas,  on  the  threshold  fall. 
Some  wound  the  gate,  some  ring  against  the  wall : 
Some  weak,  or  ponderous  with  the  brazen  head. 
Drop  harmless,  on  the  pavement  sounding  dead. 

Then  bold  Amphimedon  his  javelin  cast; 
Thy  hand,  Telemachus,  it  lightiy  raz'd : 
And  from  Ctesippus'  arm  the  spear  elanc'd 
On  good  Eumxus*  shield  and  shoulder  glanc'd : 
Not  lessen'd  of  their  force  (so  slight  the  wound) 
Each  sung  along,  and  dropp'd  upon  the  gi^ound. 
Fate  doom'd  thee  next,  Eurydamus,  to  bear 
Thy  death,  ennobled  by  Ulysses'  spear. 
By  the  bold  son  Amphimedon  was  slain; 
And  Polybus  renown'd  the  faithful  sw^n. 
Pierc'd  through  the  breast  the  rude  Ctesippus  bled. 
And  thus  Philatius  gloried  o'er  the  dead : 

'*  There  end  thy  pompous  vaunts  and  high  disdAixit 
O  sharp  in  scancUd,  voluble  and  vain ! 

V©L.  XLII.  R  r 


462  I'BB  OBTSSST.  B—k  32. 

How  weak  is  mortal  pride  \  To  heaven  alone 
The'  event  of  actions  and  our  fates  are  known; 
Scofter,  behold  what  gratitude  we  bear : 
The  victim's  heel  is  answer*d  with  this  spear.** 
Ulysses  brandish'd  high  his  vengeful  steel. 
And  Damastorides  that  instant  fell  : 
Fast  by  Leocritus  expiring  lay. 
The  prince's  javelin  tore  its  bloody  way 
Through  all  his  bowels:  down  he  tumbles  prone. 
His  batter'd  front  and  brains  besmear  the  stone. 
Now  Pallas  shines  confess'd :  aloft  she  spreads 
The  arm  of  vengeance  o'er  their  guilty  heads ; 
I'he  dreadful  aegis  blazes  in  their  eye; 
Amaz'd  they  see,  they  tremble,  and  they  fly: 
Confus'd,  £stracted,  through  the  rooms  they*^ 

fling,  '  ( 

Like  oxen  madden'd  by  the  breese's  s^ng,  > 

When  sultry  days,  and  long,  succeed  the  gentle  I 

spring.  J 

Not  half  so  keen,  fierce  vultures  of  the  chase 
Stoop  from  the  mountains  on  the  featlieHd  r^cv. 
When  the  wide  field  extended  snares  beset, 
"With  conscious  dread  they  slum  the  quivering  no* 
No  help,  no  flight;  but  wounded  every  way. 
Headlong  they  drop;  the  fowlers  seize  the  prey. 
On  all  sides  thus  they  double  wound  on  wound; 
In  prostrate  heaps  the  wretches  beat  the  i;touiu' 
I'nmanly  shrieks  precede  each  dying  groan, 
And  a  red  deluge  floats  the  reeking  stone. 

Leiodes  first  before  the  victor  falls ; 
The  wretched  augur  thus  for  mercy  calls: 
*'  O,  gi-acious,  hear: — nor  let  thy  suppliant  blceii 
Still  undishonour'd  or  by  wonl  or  deed 
Thy  house,  for  me,  remains;  by  me  repressM 
Full  oft  was  check'd  tlie  injustice  of  tlie  rest : 
Averse  they  heard  me  when  1  counscll'd  well, 
Tlieir  hearts  were  hartlenM  and  lliev  jti>il\  i\-l'i 
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O  spare  an  augur's  consecrate  head. 

Nor  add  the  blameless  to  the  guilty  dead."  ' 

"  Priest  as  thou  art !  for  that  detested  band 
Thy  l3nng'  prophecies  deceiv'd  the  land ! 
Against  Ulysses  have  thy  vows  been  made: 
For  them,  tliy  daily  orisons  were  paid: 
Yet  more,  e'en  to  our  bed  thy  pride  aspires : — 
One  common  crime  one  common  fate  requires." 

Thus  speaking,  from  the  ground  the  sword  he 
AVhich  Agelaus'  dying  hand  rorsook;  [took 

Full  through  his  neck  the  weighty  falchion  sped: 
Along  the  pavement  roll'd  the  muttering  heaid. 

Phemius  alone  the  hand  of  vengeance  spar'd; 
Phemius,  the  sweet,  the  heaven-instructed,  baid. 
Beside  the  g^te  the  reverend  minstrel  stands; 
The  lyre,  now  silent,  trembling  in  his  hands : 
Dubious  to  supplicate  the  chief,  or  fly 
To  Jove's  inviolable  altar  nig^i. 
Where  oft  Laertes  holy  vows  had  paid. 
And  oft  Ulysses  smoking  victims  Isiid. 
His  honour'd  harp  with  care  he  first  set  down> 
Between  the  laver  and  the  silver  throne ; 
Then  prostrate,  stretch'd  before  the  dreadful  man> 
Persuasive,  thus,  with  accents  soft  began: 

"  O  king!  to  mercy  be  thy  soul  incUn'd, 
And  spare  the  poet's  ever-gentle  kind. 
A  deed  like  this  thy  future  fate  would  wrong: 
For  dear  to  gods  and  men  is  sacred  song. 
Self-taught  I  sing ; — ^by  heaven,  and  heaven  alone,. 
The  genuine  seeds  of  poesy  are  sown ; 
And  (what  the  gods  bestow)  the  lofly  lay. 
To  gods  alone,  and  godlike  worth,  we  pay. 
Save  then  the  poet,  and  thyself  reward; 
*Tis  thine  to  merit,  mine  is  to  record. 
That  here  I  sung,  was  force  and  not  desire ; 
This  hand  reluctant  touch'd  the  warbling  wire: 
And  let  thy  son  attest,  nor  sordid  pay, 
Nor  servile  flattery,  stain'd  the  moral  lay." 


Tti*  iDovinif  tittrit  Trltmtchii*  Mienrb, 
nil  ain  ■pprMu'lin,  «nri  rhe  liard  ilcfc»d*i — 
"  U  mil  Dot,  litUcr,  willi  tlinut  iin[ti<nM  dntil   ' 
lie  m^n  ilivinc  1  f^rltor  thu  ucrcd  hcul: 
Miilnn,  thf  lirnld,  tmi  our  lum*  mtj  *p»ei 
Hdiiti,  wlio  moAt  nijf  inf»nc]r  hi<  rue: 


If  yet  he  brckihcj,  permU  thy  win  \a  prt 

Thiu  much  >n  Kiwiiiiile,  and  bid  him  live 

RtnraDi  •  tjih,  imntilinii;  with  dim 


lf|iniii^tothniirincr,einbra<iMhfakiuia  with  Uiili 
And  thui  with  mii*/ul  w\ei:  wliIrruM  hia  Ckn: 
■■O  prince!  u  thcnd!  Id  here  thy  ttednn  itandi) 

Ab,  "top  ihc  hero'«  iimr niitr'l  hanAi, 

Incrn-'it  t"i.  iir-'lv  »>.■  il.-,t  <,-^:--.  I. rood.  ^^_ 

Wlu- !■■       I.. .1   M-iod."  ^^ 

'■  11.    !..     ■         .  .,,  "ivfy  r 

'     Live,  «n  ewTTipIc  tor  tJjc  wurM  10  read. 

How  much  mor?  uTe  tiic  ^ood  than  evil  deed. 
Thou,  with  the  heiren-t»ught  bard,  in  peace  rewrl 
From  blood  and  carnage  to  yon  open  court: 
He  other  work  require" — With  timoroui  awe 
fMm  the  dire  icenc  the'  exempted  two  withdrmwi 
Surce  lurr  of  bfe,  look  round, — and  trembling 

To  the  bri^hi  altan  of  protector  Jore. 

Meanwhile  Ulyiiei  learcb'd  (he  dome,  to  And 
If  yet  tliere  live  of  all  the'  offending  kind. 
Not  one  1— complete  the  bloody  tale  he  foundi 
All  stcep'd  in  blood,  all  guping  on  the  ^und. 
So,  when  by  hollow  shores  the  flsher  tnun  •% 

Rwecp  with  their  arching  ni'ta  the  hoary  mftin,   t 
And  Karac  the  m»hy  toili  the  copioui  disufht  C 
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All  naked  of  their  element,  and  bare. 

The  fishes  pant,  and  ^sp  in  thinner  air ; 

Wide  o*er  the  sands  ai'e  spread  the  stiffening  prey. 

Till  the  warm  sun  exhales  their  soul  away. 

And  now  the  king  commands  his  son  to  call 
Old  Euryclea  to  the  deathful  hall : 
The  son  observant  not  a  moment  stays ; 
The  aged  governess  with  speed  obeys : 
The  sounding  portals  instant  they  display ; 
The  matron  moves,  the  prince  directs  the  way. 
On  heaps  of  death  the  stern  Ulysses  stood. 
All  black  with  dust,  and  cover'd  thick  with  blood. 
So  the  g^im  lion  from  the  slaughter  comes  : 
Dreadful  he  glares,  and  terribly  he  foams ; 
Ills  breast  with  marks  of  carnage  painted  o'er; 
His  jaws  all  dropping  with  the  bull's  black  gore. 

Soon  as  her  eyes  the  welcome  object  met, 
The  guilty  ftiU'n,  the  mighty  deed  complete, 
A  scream  of  joy  her  feeble  voice  essay'd: 
The  hero  check'd  her,  and  composedly  said : 

**  Woman,  experienc'd  as  thou  art,  control 
Indecent  joy,  and  feast  thy  secret  soul. 
To  insult  the  dead  is  cruel  and  uftjust; 
Fate,  a,nd  their  crime,  have  sunk  them  to  the  dust. 
Nor  heeded  these  the  censure  of  mankind ; 
The  good  and  bad  were  equal  in  their  mind. 
Justly  tlie  price  of  worthlessness  they  paid. 
And  each  now  wails,  an  unlamented  shade.  * 

But  thou  sincere !  oh  Euryclea,  say. 
What  maids  dishonour  us,  and  what  obey  ?" 

Then  she: — "In  these  thy  kingly  walls  remain 
(My  son^  full  fifty  of  the  handmaid  train. 
Taught  by  my  care  to  cull  the  fleece,  or  weave. 
And  servitude  with  pleasing  tasks  deceive: 
Of  these,  twice  six  pursue  their  wicked  way. 
Nor  me,  nor  chaste  Penelope,  obey : 
Nor  fits  it  that  Telemachus  command 
(Young  as  he  is)  his  motlier's  female  band. 

R  r  2 


Ilenee  to  the  upper  ctiMnbcn  let  ne  flf , 
Wlinre  (luinbcn  toft  nuw  citmt  tlic  roykl  «^) 
Itwrc  »>kii  bcr  wiiii  ilie  newi"— lJi«  natron  ciied. 
"  Itut  to  lUljufc*  >»(.«  «€)»(«  rcplicil.) 
BruiK   ftnt   (lie  crew  wtio  wrouglit   thcM   ruilty 

(l,i.d.,— ■■ 
In  luut*  tlic  niuuoii  part*:  tb«  kinK  proMcdi^ 
Now  lo  iliipuM  tiie  (wad  ihc  cwc  rcmiin* 
•■'I'd  you,  my  »n,  •ml  yuii,  my  IUtbl\il  ttvunar 
Tlis'  nttciultiif  teaitiet  lu  that  talk  wc  doom, 
Tu  «»ali,  to  avcnl,  ami  purify  Uic  nram. 
iliHM  (Hv«iy  (able  I:J(^■<la'l^  and  every  Ihronv, 
And  all  Uie  meluidioly  labuiir  done,} 
Unrc  to  yon  court,  witliout  tlic  paltce-Watl : 
There  tbc  reicinginv  iwonl  iliall  unite  Uiciii  all , 
8u  with  iho  atiitun  lut  Uivm  ciiix  in  dud, 
Blrclch'a  .[>  1  Iwc  oMiMoii  i-t  llicif  Inn."  ^^ 

III   -  .  ■         11  >|ipeati  ^^ 

vl' .'.  .   -.'ii.rb^cath 

Tilt  [lorcli  ilr-poi'd  lilt  g-l'^tly  lieaps  of  deatb. 
The  cliitf  .even-,  tiinipilliiiK  .■acli  to  move, 
Ury'd  tlic  Uire  tank,  impvriuun,  from  above, 
Witli  tJiiraty  iponift  they  nib  (he  lablei  o'rr;      ") 
(I'bc  xwaiiK  unilc  llicir  tail)  Uie  walla,  (be  fioorA 
Waub'il  <«itti  the'clTuiiive  wave,  are  pur^dorgurc.) 
Once  iiiurc  tliv  paluce  act  in  I'lur  array. 
To  tlic  bale  court  the  femalei  take  their  wayi 
1'herc  cunipaia'U  cluM  between  tlie  dome  and  wall, 
(Ihcir  blt'a  laat  icenel  they  trembbntr  wait  tbtir 
fall. 

Then  thuathe  prince;— "To  Iheaethall  we  alToid 
A  fale  ao  pure,  aa  by  the  martial  aword  I 
'I'o  tboe,  the  iii|;htly  jiruatituteB  (o  aluime. 
And  base  revilem  of  our  liuiiae  and  name  I" 

Tbui  apeaking,  on  the  circling  wall  he  lining' 
A  aliip'f  tough  cable,  from  a  column  hun^ ; 
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Near  the  high  top  he  strain'd  it  strongly  round, 
Whence  no  contending  foot  could  reach  the  ground. 
Their  heads  above  connected  in  a  row. 
They  beat  the  air  with  quivering  feet  below : 
Thus  on  some  tree,  hung  struggling  in  the  snare. 
The  doves  or  thrushes  flap,  their  wing^s  in  sdr. 
Soon  fled  the  soul  impure,  and  left  behind 
The  empty  corpse  to  waver  with  the  wind. 

Then  forth  they  led  Melanthius,  and  began 
Their  bloody  work :  they  lopp'd  away  the  man, 
Morsel  for  dog^ !  then  trimm'd  with  brazen  sheers 
The  wretch,  and  shorten'd  of  his  nose  and  ears; 
His  hands  and  feet  last  felt  the  cruel  steel: 
He  roar'd,  and  torments  gave  his  soul  to  hell — 

They  wash,  and  to  Ulysses  take  their  way; 
So  ends  the  bloody  business  of  the  day. 

To  Euryclea  then  addressed  the  king : 
**  Bring  hither  fire,  and  hither  sulphur  bring. 
To  purge  the  palace  :  then  the  queen  attend. 
And  let  her  with  her  m£^tron-train  descend ; 
The  matron-train  with  all  the  virgin  band 
Assemble  here,  to  leai*n  their  loin's  command.*' 

Then  Euryclea  : — "  Joyful  I  obey; 
But  cast  those  mean  dishonest  rags  away: 
Permit  me  first  thy  royal  robes  to  bring  : 
111  suits  this  garb  the  shoulders  of  a  king." 
"Bring  sulphur  straight  and  fire'*  (the  monarch 
She  hears,  and  at  the  word  o^>edient  flies,    [cries.) 
With  fire  and  sulphur,  cure  of  noxious  fumes. 
He  purg'd  the  walls  and  blood-polluted  rooms. 
Again  the  matron  springs  with  eager  pace. 
And  spreads  her  lord's  return  from  place  to  place. 
They  hear,  rush  forth,  and  instant  round  him  stand ; 
A  gazing  throng,  a  torch  in  every  hand. 
They  saw,  they  knew  him,  and  with  fond  embrace 
Each  humbly  kiss'd  his  knee,  or  hand,  or  face : 
He  knows  them  all;  in  all  such  truth  appears, 
E'en  he  indulges  the  sweet  joy  of  tears. 
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BOOK  xxm. 

Thbh  to  the  queen,  as  in  repose  she  lay. 
The  nurse  with  eag'er  rapture  speeds  her  way; 
The  transports  of  her  fsuthful  heart  supply 
A  sudden  youth,  and  give  her  wings  to  fly. 

"  And  sleeps  m^  child  ?  the  reverend  matron  cries: 
Ulysses  lives !  arise,  my  child,  arise ! 
At  length  appears  the  long-expected  hour ! 
Ulysses  comes !  the  suitors  are  no  more !  « 

No  more  they  view  the  gulden  light  of  day; 
Arise,  and  bless  thee  with  the  glad  survey !"  • 

Touch'd  at  her  words,  the  mournful  queen  re- 
join'd  : 
**  Ah !  wWther  wanders  thy  distempered  mind  ? 
The  righteous  powers  who  tread  the  starry  skies. 
The  weak  enlighten,  and  confound  the  wise. 
And  human  thought  with  unresisted  sway. 
Depress  or  raise,  enlarge  or  take  away: 
Truth,  by  their  high  decree,  thy  voice  forsakes. 
And  folly  with  the  tongue  of  wisdom  speaks. 
Unkind,  the  fond  illusion  to  impose ! 
Was  it  to  flatter,  or  deride,  my  woes  ? 
Never  did  I  a  sleep  so  sweet  enjoy, 
Since  my  dear  lord  left  Ithaca  for  Troy; 
Why  must  I  wake  to  grieve;  and  curse  thy  shore, 
O  Tiroy  ? — may  never  tongue  pronounce  thee  more ! 


Be  guM   kaother  raiKht  tuvc  Mt  oiir  ngt : 
B<it  i^K  I*  Micred;  uul  we  ■parr  tlif  age." 

To  wliuni  with  wurnlhi  "  HfMultlie  dlMbUw: 
lI1y>iK>  lives,  thy  own  Ulymcii  rciipii : 
Tlut  Mnnjrrr,  niiUenT  oT  Uiu  luitun'  « 
■    ■-'or.rdeliccn.   -* ■"- 


AikI  Oio  niJe  UceiMc  of  unpivern'il  tonpi«i, 
l(e,  hr  m  (bins  <  lb;  mhi,  hi*  Utcnt  ifucit 
Lonr  knc*,  but  lirckM  llx  wcrnt  In  hi*  brcMti 
With  wcU-canccrtitil  «rt  to  cihI  bi>  wue«, 
Aiul  bum  U  once  In  Tcnfuanee  on  the  bci." 
While  yri  (hr  apokc,  the  queen  In  tnmipoit 

Swift  from  the  oatioh,  ■nd  ruunil  the  mUron  hun^ ' 
Fut  ttnm  htr  eye  ilctccndi  the  rallInK  leai^— 
"Say,  vnco  murr  •a}',  i*  my  tJIfaBO  \u;iv  f 
How  coiilil  Uwt  niiiaeroiu  and  outrk^vu*  band 
By  tmv  hf  iliiiii,  IhoiiK^i  by  ui  hero'ifauulf'*         ^ 

'•  I  F.,111  li  Ti'it,  '"li'j  crirn)  but  hcinl  alone, 
Will  ]i  .!■-  .Ill  u.i'.  1(1 1 M. ,  ii  Inijil  ilyiiiif  (fru»n; 

When  rfcatli  Imd  aei^'d  her  prey,  thy  ton  attendl, 
Aiid  at  tiis  ntxl  the  lUmscl -train  rleicend*; 
There  terrihle  in  armi  Ulyaiei  stiiod, 
Anit  ilic  dcuil  miiturs  almost  ■wun  in  blood. 
Thy  liL-art  hail  hrapt  the  hero  to  survey, 
titiTn  aa  the  aiirly  lion  o'er  hia  prey, 
GlorioiM  in  If irr ! — now  with  luiphureoiit  flrea 
The  dnme  he  purj^ei,  now  the  flame  aaplrcat 
Hcap'il  [if  thti  ilcuil  without  the  palace -wall*:— 
Haate,  ilaiiffhter,  haste,  Ihy  own  lilyaaea  call* ! 
Tliy  every  winli  the  hounteouv  g«d«  bettowi 
Enjoy  the  ppiBciit  f^od,  aiidlbrmer  wo: 
tllyMM  llvci  \\\a  vanijiiiah'd  foea  to  tee . 
He  livL-a,  tu  tliy  Tclrmuchiu  and  thee !" 

"  Ah  no!  (with  niifli*  Pcnulope  rej(rin'dl 
F,ic<-i«  (if  joy  di«turh<i  thy  wandering  miaa. 
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How  bless'd  tliis  happy  hour,  should  he  appear! 

Dear  to  us  all, — to  me  supremely  dear ! 

Ah  no !  some  god  the  suitors'  deatlis  decreed : 

Some  god  descends,  and  by  his  hand  they  bleed. 

Blind !  to  contemn  the  stranger's  righteous  cause. 

And  violate  all  hospitable  laws  ! 

The  good  they  hated,  and  the  powers  defied  : 

But  heaven  is  just ;  and  by  a  god  they  died. 

For  never  must  Ulysses  view  this  shore  ; 

Never ! the  lov'd  Ulysses  is  no  more ;" 

"  What  words  (the  matron  cries)  have  reach'd 
my  ears  ? 
Doubt  we  his  presence,  when  he  now  appears  r 
Then  hear  conviction  ; — Ere  the  fatal  day 
That  forc'd  Ulysses  o'er  the  wat'ry  way, 
A  boar  fierce -rushing  in  the  sylvan  war 
Plough'd  half  his  thigh:  1  saw,  I  saw  the  scar. 
And  wild  with  transport  had  reveal'd  the  wound ; 
But  ere  I  spoke,  he  rose,  and  check'd  the  sound. 
Then,  daughter,  haste  away !  and  if  a  li§ 
Flow  from  this  tong-ue,  then  let  thy  servant  die!" 

To  whom  with  dubious  joy  the  queen  replies  : 
"Wise  is  thy  soul;  but  eiTors  seize  the  wise. 
The  works  of  gods  what  mortal  can  survey; 
Who  knows  their  motives,  who  shall  trace  their 

way  ? 
But  learn  we  instant  how  the  suitors  trod 
The  paths  of  death;  by  man,  or  by  a  god?" 

Thus  speaks  the  queen ;  and  no  reply  attends, 
But  with  alternate  joy  and  fear  descends ; 
At  every  step  debates,  her  lord  to  prove ! 
Or,  rushing  to  his  arms,  confess  her  love ! 
Then  gUding  through  the  marble  valves  in  state, 
OpposM,  before  the  shining  fire  she  sat. 
The  monarch,  by  a  column  high  enthron'd, 
His  eye  withdrew,  and  fix'd  it  on  the  ground ; 
Curious  to  hear  his  queen  the  silence  break : 
Amaz'd  she  sat,  and  impotent  to  speak : 

VOL.  xui.  S  8 


4 


:—>'  Oh  irfco  an  find 
, '  unkind ' 

•hj  *itli  •  inning  chamu 
1  npton  Ip  III*  um*  ' 
tint  viLh  nu  tnuupon  gliiw*, 
~   mn  pul  of  mij^tji  woMi 
"  ive  MnkAOwnw 
igidhcan  of  Mailed' 
(|urc4i  rcjcnn'd) 
r»  confbunil  tny  Ulitnihng  mliuli 
'    I  •Circe  upUft  my  (.-ye*, 
nvdan  WflucaiMHi;  (luiibu  mi  •Jmabla  tnnt. 
OdngatKiir  tjl}>*n,  Ui  n-muvc 
Tlicac  ludiiis  Ihouglit*.  ami  nhil  lie  ii,  t*  prove  !" 
H " I  ..''..'!.  I.   -■      ;':'■■     ti  .!!  .  'I]i-  king  repBesr 

Time  thai)  fbe  truth  to  sure  rcmeinbmice  bring  : 
Tiai  giA  of  poicrty  belie*  thi:  king  : 

Sio  more. Tlii*  d»y  our  deepest  ore  require!, 

Ciutiou*  to  kd  vtut  thought  mature  inspire*. 

If  one  mui'i  blood,  tliougfameui,  diat^n  our  haudi, 

Tbc  bomicide  retreati  to  foreign  Undi^ 

Bv  us  ■■■  beip*  the  iJIustrioui  peerage  falls  ; 

Tbe'  impottuit  deed  our  whole  attention  cajlj. 

"  Be  thM  tbj  care,  (Telemacbus  replies) 
Tbe  world  conspires  to  ipeok  Ulysses  wise ; 
Tor  viwlom  all  u  thine  '.—to,  I  obey, 
And  diuntteis  follotv  where  you  lead  the  wty ; 
Nor  ibalt  thou  In  the  day  of  danger  find 
Tby  cmrard  son  degenerate  lag  behind." 

"Hkd  hutanl  to  the  bath  (the  monarcb  criet;) 
Kd  the  gay  youtb  and  sprig^y  virgins  rise. 
Thence  >U  dewend  in  pomp  and  proud  array. 
And  bid  tbe  draw  resound  the  mirthfiil  lay ; 
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"While  the  sweet  lyrist  airs  of  rapture  sings. 
And  forms  the  dance  responsive  to  the  strings : 
That  hence  the'  eluded  passengers  may  say, 
**  Lo  !  the  queen  weds !  we  hear  the  spousal  lay  !*' 
The  suitors'  death  unknown  till  we  remove 
Far  from  the  court  and  act  inspir'd  by  Jove." 

Thus  spoke  the  king  :  the'  observant  train  obey: 
At  once  they  bathe,  and  dress  in  proud  array : 
The  lyrist  strikes  the  string ;  gay  youths  advance. 
And  wir-zon'd  damsels  form  the  sprightly  dance. 
The  voice,  attun'd  to  instrumental  sounds, 
Ascends  the  roof;  the  vaulted  roof  rebounds; 
Not  unobserv'd  :  the  Greeks  eluded  say 
**  Lo  !  the  queen  weds !  we  hear  tlie  spousal  lay ! 
Inconstant !  to  admit  the  bridal  hour." 
Thus  they — but  nobly  chaste  she  weds  no  more. 

Meanwhile  the  wearied  king  the  bath  ascends; 
With  faithful  cares  Eurynome  attends, 
O'er  every  limb  a  shower  of  frag^nce  sheds  : 
Then  dress'd  in  pomp,  magnificent  he  treads. 
The  warrior-goddess  gives  his  frame  to  shine 
"With  majesty  enlarg'd,  and  grace  divine. 
Back  from  his  brows  in  wavy  ringlets  fly 
His  thick  large  locks,  of  hyacinthine  dye. 
As  by  some  artist  to  whom  Vulcan  gives 
His  heavenly  skill,  a  breathing  image  lives ; 
By  Pallas  taught,  he  frames  the  wondrous  mould. 
And  the  pale  silver  glows  with  fusil  gold : 
So  Pallas  his  heroic  form  improves 
With  bloom  divine,  and  like  a  god  he  moves ; 
More  high  he  treads,  and  issuing  forth  in  state. 
Radiant  before  his  gazing  consort  sat. 
"  And  oh  my  queen !  (he  cries)  what  power  above 
Has  steel'd  that  heart,  averse  to  spousal  love  ! 
Canst  thou.  Penelope,  when  heaven  restores 
Thy  lost  ^P^sses  to  his  native  shores. 
Canst  thou,  oh  cruel !  unconcem'd  survey 
Thy  lo9t  Ulysses,  on  this  signal  day  ? 
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Haste,  Eun'clea,  and  despatchful  spread 
For  me,  and  me  alone,  the*  imperial  bed  : 
My  wear}'  nature  craves  the  bahn  of  rest : 
Bat  heaven  with  adamant  has  arm'd  her  breast." 

"  Ah  no  !  (she  cries)  a  tender  he:irt  1  bear ; 
A  foe  to  pride;  no  udamant  is  there: 
And  now,  e'en  now  it  melts!  for  sure  I  see 
Once  more  Ulysses  my  belovM  in  thee  ! 
Fix*d  in  my  soul  as  when  he  saiPd  to  Trov, 
H"s  image  dwells :  then  haste  the  bed  of  joy  ! 
Haste,  from  the  bridal  bower  the  bed  tininslate, 
Fram*d  by  his  hand,  and  be  it  di-ess'd  in  state  I'* 
Thus  speaks  the  queen,  still  dubious,  with  dis- 
guise ; 
Touch'd  at  her  words,  the  king"  with  warmth  replies: 
**  Alas  for  this !  what  mortal  strength  can  move 
The'  enormous  burden, — who  but  heaven  above  ? 
It  mocks  the  weak  attempts  of  human  hands ; 
But  the  whole  earth  must  move,  if  heaven  com- 

mand<, 
Tlien  hear  sure  e\idoTice,  while  we  dixj>lu\- 
AVords  seul'd  >vith  sacred  truth:  and  irutli  oSe\  : 
'i'his  hand  the  wonder  tuunM:  an  olive  >j>r«.ad* 
F  ill  in  the  court  its  evci'-verdant  head  ; 
Vast  as  some  miijfhtv  column's  bulk,  on  hi<i-h 
The  h'lgv  trunk  Dse,  and  heav'd  into  the  .skv; 
Around  the  tree  1  rais'd  a  nuptial-how  er. 
And  roof'd  defensive  of  the  s.orm  auvl  ^howe^; 
The  spacious  valve»  with  .irt  ni\vi\ui<r}\t,  conjt»!ns  . 
And  the  fair  dome  with  polisiiVl  nuu!>le  Nliine"*. 
I  lopp'd  the  branchy  head;  alofi  in  twain 
Sever'd  the  bole,  and  smoothM  t'-.e  shinini^  grai-.i 
Then  posts,  capacious  of  the  f.M  ne,  I  ruse; 
And  bore  it,  re^;^ular,  from  spact  ix)  >p;i'.  e: 
Athwart  the  frame,  at  equal  distance  lit 
Thongs  of  tough  hides,  that  bo:isi  a  ])in^le  d\c. 
Then  polishing  the  whole,  the  finish'd  nunild 
"With  sdver  shone,  with  elephant  and  g'old. 
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But  if  o'ertum'd  by  ijide  ungt)veni*d  hands, 
Or  still  inviolate  the  olive  stands,  ' 

*Tis  thine,  O  que^n,  to  say  : — ^and  now  impart. 
If  fears  remain,  or  doubts  distract  thy  heart  ?" 

"While  yet  he  speaks,  her  powers  of  life  decay. 
She  sickens,  trembles,  falls,  and  faints  away: 
At  length  recovering",  to  his  arms  she  flew. 
And  strain'd  him  close,  as  to  his  breast  she  g^ew : 
The  tears  pour'd  down  amain: — and,  "  Oh,  she  cries, 
Let  not  against  thy  spouse  thine  anger  rise>! 
O  vers'd  in  every  turn  of  human  art. 
Forgive  the  weakness  of  a  woman's  heart ! 
The  righteous  powers,  that  mortal  lots  dispose, 
De(Jree  us  to  sustain  a  length  of  woes. 
And  from  the  flower  of  life,  the  bliss  deny 
To  bloom  tog-ether,  fade  away,  and  die. 

0  let  me,  let  me  not  thine  anger  move. 
That  I  forbore,  thus,  thus,  to  speak  my  love; 
Thus  in  fond  kisses,  while  the  transport  warms. 
Pour  out  my  soul,  and  die  within  thy  arms ! 

1  dreaded  fraud  !  Men,  faithless  men,  betray 
Our  easy  faith,  and  make  the  sex  their  prey  : 
Against  the  fondness  of  my  heart  I  strove; 
*Twas  caution,  oh  my  lord  !  not  want  of  love: 
Like  me  had  Helen  fear'd,  with  wanton  charms 
Ere  the  fair  mischief  set  two  worlds  in  arms, 
Ere  Greece  rose  dreadful  in  the*  avenging  day. 
Thus  had  she  fear'd,  she  had  not  gone  astray. 
But  heaven,  averse  to  Greece,  in  wrath  decreed 
That  she  should  wander,  and  that  Greece  should 

bleed: 
Blind  to  the  ills  that  from  injustice  flow, 
She  colour'd  all  our  wretched  lives  with  wo. 
But  why  these  sorrows  when  my  lord  arrives  ? 
I  yield,  I  yield !  my  own  Ulysses  lives! 
The  secrets  of  the  bridal  bed  are  known 
To  thee,  to  me,  to  Actons  alone 
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(Mv  father's  present  in  the  apous*]  hour. 
The  sole  attcndanl  on  our  geni»l  bow'r,) 
Since  what  no  eye  h»»  seen  thy.longue  reveal'd. 
Hard  uiil  distnisTfiil  as  I  un,  I  yield." 

Touch'd  to  the  «oul,  the  king  with  rapture  bean. 
Hangs  rouitd  hr*  neck,  and  Bpeaks  bit  joy  in  tcttn. 
Aa  to  the  Bhipwreck'd  marine,  the  shores 
DpIighlAil  riie,  when  angry  Neptune  roan; 
Tlien,  whi^n  the  miTg'e  in  thunder  mounti  the  iky. 
Anil  giilfM  in  crowtb  M  once  tlie  sulora  diei 
If  one  more  happy,  while  the  tempett  tutes, 
Oot-livcs  the  tumult  (J  conflicting  nves. 
All  pile,  with  oaxe  defomi'il,  he  views  the  stnixl. 
And  plunging  forth  with  tranaporl  grasps  the  lanil: 
Tlie  ravisb'd  queen  with  equal  rapture  glciwa. 
Clasps  her  lov'd  lonl,  and  to  hia  boBom  grvwt. 
Nor  had  they  eiidtd  LJll  the  luoming  ray; 
Bat  Pallas  h  .■'-.-  ■■'.  Ii."  •■'  -*■■  -  risinR  day, 

'    Thewhetl- .toAetun 

The  cai 

At  len^h  Ulysses  with  a  sigh  replies; 
"■Yet  fete,  yet  cruel  fate,  repose  denies. 
A  labour  long,  and  hard,  remains  behind; 
Ity  heaven  above,  by  hell  beneath  enjoin'd: 
For,  to  tlresias  through  the'  eternal  gates 
Of  hell  I  (rod,  to  learn  0iy  future  fates. 
But  end  wc  here the  night  demands  repotet 


And  deck  the  couch;  far  her 

Since  the  just  gods,  who  tread  the  starry  plains. 

Restore  thee  sale,  Mnce  my  Ulysaea  reiEna. 

But  what  those  perils  heaven  decrees,  impart; 

Knowledgeanaygrieve,  but  fear  disliacls  the  beut-" 

To  this  the  king:  "  Ah  why  must  1  tliwlMt 
A  dreadful  story  of  approacbini^  wo«t? 
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Why  in  this  hour  of  transport  wound  thy  ears, 
"When  thou  must  learn,  what  I  must  speak,  with 

tears  ? 
Heaven,  by  the  Theban  ghost,  thy  spouse  decrees. 
Torn  from  thy  arms,  to  sail  a  length  of  seas ; 
From  realm  to  realm  a  nation  to  explore 
Who  ne'er  knew  salt,  or  heard  the  billows  roar. 
Nor  saw  gay  vessel  stem  the  surgy  plain, 
A  painted  wonder,  flying  on  the  main: 
An  oar  my  hand  must  bear ;  a  shepherd  eyes 
The  unknown  instrument  with  sti*ange  surprise, 
,And  calls  a  corn-van  :  this  upon  the  plain 
I  fix,  and  hail  the  monarch  of  the  main; 
Then  bathe  his  altars  with  the  mingled  gore 
Of  victims  vow*d,  a  ram,  a  bull,  a  boar: 
Then  swift  resailing  to  my  native  shores. 
Due  victims  slay  to  all  the'  ethereal  powers. 
Then  heaven  decrees  in  peace  to  end  my  days. 
And  steal  myself  from  life  by  slow  decays  : 
Unknown  to  pain  in  age  resign  my  breathy 
When  late  stern  Neptune  points  the  shaft  of  death; 
To  the  dark  grave  retiring  as  to  rest; 
My  people  blessing,  by  my  people  bless'd. 

"  Such  future  scenes  the'  all-righteous  powers 
display. 
By  their  dread  seer,  and  such  my  future  day." 

To  whom  thus  firm  of  soul: — "  If  ripe  for  death, 
And  full  of  days,  thou  gently  yield  thy  breath, 
While  heaven  a  kind  release  from  ills  foreshows ; 
Triumph,  thou  happy  victor  of  thy  woes!" 

But  Euryclea  with  despatchful  care. 
And  sage  Eur}'Tiome,  the  couch  prepare: 
Instant  tliey  bid  the  blazing  torch  display 
Around  the  dome  an  artificial  day; 
Then  to  repose  her  steps  the  matron  bends, 
And  to  the  queen  Eurynom^  descends ; 
A  torch  she  bears  to  light  with  guiding  fires 
The  royal  pair;  she  guides  them,  and  retires. 


4a(i  -m  OBtMtr.  Book  23. 

Thr-n  iniitant  h'm  fair  nponiir  \j\y%w.%  \rt\ 
To  th*^  chi."i»^  lovr:-rif«'»  oft.hr  nuptul  bf-«1. 

And  no**-  t^i»:  bl/ymi-nf^  vonth^  ami  Aprif^Iitty  fair 
Cravt  th^  jfay  fUnrc,  ari'l  to  th«^ir  rrn*  repair 
B-j»  in  'li*c^*«ir^'  thr.  kinjf  anM  c/*nvirt  lay, 
Whik  »h»r  v*f»  hourn  %foI'r  imp«;rr.f;ivVl  away. 
Intrn*  h*:  h'-apH  Prn'-lop/-  /liv:!';^/: 
A  frK»«jmfiil  *tor\'  rif  doin'-vir.  wrnrA 
Hi*  vr^an's*  invulti;  hi*  invarlfl  Ut-A ; 
Hour-  hi^  wholf:  fir»rk<i  and  hrrrli  '*xhai|<itf:rt  hlf:rl ; 
ffw  vn':roti%  toiiift*  rlifthonoiirM  nUnd  in  vain, 
An'l  th'-  uiM  rots  of  tlif:  fliiitor-traiii. 
TTi*:  kinjf  al'''rriat#r  a  rlirc  talr:  n-latrs, 
C>f  am,  of  triumphs,  anrl  rliMjiHtroim  fa*f%' 
All  lif:  iinfoItU    hi^  listfrnin^^  npoimr*  tnma  pale 
Wi'h  pl«:aAirii(  liorr^ir  at.  thf  fln-nriful  t^l*- ; 
S\- '•*/]"**  flf  voiir^  *-af-h  won!  •  afi'l  liT.in,  how  ftlain 
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The  cave  of  death !  How  his  companions  slay 
The  oxen  sacred  to  the  god  of  day, 
Till  Jove  in  wrath  the  rattling  tempest  guides. 
And  whelms  the*  offenders  in  the  roaring  tides : 
How  struggling  tlirough  the  surge,  he  reach'd  the 

shores 
Of  fair  Ogygia,  and  Calypso's  bow'rs, 
Where  the  gay-blooming  nymph  constndn'd  his 
With  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay ;  [stay, 

And  promis'd,  vainly  promis'd,  to  bestow 
Immortal  life  exempt  from  age  and  wo: 
How  sav*d  from  storms  Phaeacia's  coast  he  trod. 
By  great  Alcinous  honour*d  as  a  god. 
Who  gave  him  last  his  country  to  behold, 
With  change  of  raiment,  brass,  and  heaps  of  gold. 

He  ended,  sinking  into  sleep,  and  shares 
A  sweet  forgetfulness  of  all  his  cares. 

Soon  as  soft  slumber  eas*d  the  toils  of  day, 
Minerva  rushes  tlirough  the*  aerial  way, 
And  bids  Aurora  with  her  golden  wheels 
Flame  from  the  ocean  o'er  the  eastern  h'dls  : 
Uprose  Ulysses  from  the  genial  bed, 
And  thus  with  thought  mature  the  monarch  said : 

"  My  queen;  my  consort !  through  a  length  of 
years, 
We  drank  the  cup  of  sorrow  mix'd  with  tears: 
Thou,  for  tfty  lord ;  while  me  the'  immortal  pow'rs 
Detain'd  reluctant  from  my  native  shores. 
Now,  bless'd  again  by  heaven,  the  queen  display, 
And  rule  our  palace  with  an  equal  sway; 
Be  it  my  care,  by  loans,  or  martial  toils. 
To  throng  my  empty  folds,  with  gifts  or  spoils. 
But  now  1  haste  to  bless  Laertes*  eyes 
With  sight  of  his  Ulysses  ere  he  dies: 
The  good  old  man,  to  wasting  woes  a  prey. 
Weeps  a  sad  life  in  solitude  away. 
But  hear,  though  wise !  This  morning  shall  unfold 
The  deathful  scene,  on  heroes,  heroes  roll'd ; 


Thou  with  thy  maida  within  the  police 
From  all  the  scene  of  tumult  far  away 

He  spoke,  and,  sheath'd  in  arr 
To  wake  hia  son;  and  bid  liia  frii 
"To  anna  I"  aloud  he  cries:  his  frienda  obey. 
With  g'littering  arms  their  manly  limbs  array, 
And  pasa  the  city-gales;  Ulyases  leads  the  w: 

Now  flamea  the  rosy  dawn,  but  Pallas  shrouds' 
The  latent  wirriors  in  &  veil  of  clouds. 
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CrLLzmus  now  to  Pluto's  dreary  reign 
Conveys  the  dead,  a  lamentable  train  ! 
The  golden  wand,  that  causes  sleep  to  fly. 
Or  in  soft  slumber  seals  the  wakeful  eye. 
That  drives  the  ghosts  to  realms  of  night  or  day. 
Points  out  the  long  uncomfortable  way. 
Trembling  the  spectres  glide,  and  plaintive  vent 
Thin  hollow  screams,  alon^  the  deep  descent. 
As  in  the  cavern  of  some  nfted  den, 
Where  flock  nocturnal  bats,  and  birds  obscene. 
Clustered  they  hang,  till  at  some  sudden  shock. 
They  move,  and  murmurs  run  through  all  the  rock: 
So  cowering  fled  the  sable  heaps  or  ghosts ; 
And  such  a  scream  fiU'd  all  the  dismal  coasts. 
And  now  they  reach'd  the  earth's  remotest  ends; 
And  now  the  gates  where  evening  Sol  descends, 
And  Leucas'  rock,  and  ocean's  utmost  streams; 
And  now  pervade  the  dusky  land  of  dreams. 
And  rest  at  last,  where  souls  unbodied  dwell 
In  ever-flowering  meads  of  asphodel. 
The  empty  forms  of  men  inhabit  there; 
Impassive  semblance,  images  of  air ! 
Nought  else  are  all  that  shin'd  on  earth  before; 
Ajax,  and  g^eat  Achilles,  are  no  more  ! 
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ret  still  ■  mifltet-ghoBt  the^pest  he  B's'tl, 
The  rest  ador'il  hiin,  (owenng  us  he  trod: 
Still  at  his  aide  U  Nestor's  son  survej-'d; 
And  lor'd  Patroclus  still  atlemls  hia  sliade. 
New  08  they  were  to  Iliat  inf^mil  sliore, 
The  suitors  stopt,  and  gaa'd  the  hero  o'er: 
Wlien,  moving:  alow,  the  reg»l  form  they  view'd 
Of  mat  Atrides:  him  in  pomp  pursued 
And  solemn  sadnes],  Uiroiigh  the  gloom  of  hell, 
7'lie  train  of  those  who  by  £gisthus  fell. 

•■  O  mighty  chief'   (MHiilea  tbui  began) 
RiincNir'd  by  Jo*e  ahoTe  the  lot  of  man  ! 
Kinif  of  s  Ijundrcd  kin^  '  to  whom  re»gii'd 
The  strongest,  biavest,  greuiest  of  mankind  i 
Com'st  thou  the  6rat,  to  view  this  dreary  state  - 
Anil  was  the  noblest  tjie  lint  mark  of  fate  f 
Condemn'd  to  pay  the  jreat  arreur  so  aocn  i 
Tlic  lot,  which  sU  Umant,  and  dohe  cut  ahun .' 
Ohl  better  hadrt  thou  sunk  in  Ttl^.grOutti, 
With  all  thy  fult-blmrn  honour*  corer'a  round'. 
Then  ^Icful  fireectr  with  streaming  eyes  might 
llisluric  marbles  lo  record  tiiv  pnisc:       •      Jrihc 
Thy  praise  eternal  on  the  faiuiful  stone 
Had  with  transmissire  glories  enc'd  thy  son. 
But  heavier  btes  were  destin*?  to  attend  < 
Wliat  man  is  happy,  till  he  knows  hi*  end.'" 
"  O  son  of  Peleus  !  greater  than  mankind  ! 
(Thus  Agamemnon's  kingly  shade  rejoin'd) 
Thrice  happy  thou  '.  to  press  the  martial  pkin 
Midst  heaps  of  heroes  in  thy  quarrel  slain : 
In  clouds  of  smoke,  mis'd  by  the  noble  fray,         } 
Great  and  terrific  e'en  in  death  you  lay,  C 

And  deluges  ofbloodflow'd  round  yon  every  way.  J 
Nor  ceas'd  the  strife,  till  Jove  himself  oppoa'd. 
And  all  in  tempests  the  dire  evening  clos'd. 
Then  to  the  fleet  we  bore  thy  ho]iour*d  load. 
And  decent  on  the  funeral  bed  bestow'd. 
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Then  ung'uents  sweet  and  tepid  streams  we  shed; 
Tears  flow'd  from  every  eye,  and  o'er  the  dead 
Each  dipt  the  curling  honours  of  his  head. 
Struck  at  the  news,  thy  azure  mother  came^ 
The  sea-green  sisters  waited  on  the  dame : 
A  voice  of  loud  lament  through  all  the  main 
Was  heard,  and  terror  seiz'd  the  Grecian  train : 
Back  to  their  ships  the  frighted  host  had  fled, 
But  Nestor  spoke; — ^they  listen'd,  and  obey'd. 
(From  old  experience  Nestor's  counsel  springs. 
And  long  vicissitudes  of  hirnian  things.) 
*  Forbear  your  flight:  fair  Thetis  from  the  main 
To  mourn  Achilles  leads  her  azure  train.* 
Around  thee  stand  the  daughters  of  the  deep. 
Robe  thee  in  heavenly  vests,  and  round  thee  weep; 
Round  thee,  the  Muses,  with  alternate  strain. 
In  ever-consecrating  verse  complain. 
Each  warlike  Greek  the  moving  music  hears, 
And  iron-hearted  heroes  melt  in  tears. 
Till  seventeen  niglits  and  seventeen  days  returned. 
All  that  was  mortal  or  immortal  mourn'd. 
To  flames  we  gave  thee,  the  succeeding  day; 
And  fatted  sheep,  and  sable  oxen,  slay; 
With  oils  and  honey  blaze  th«*  augmented  fires. 
And  like  a  god  adorn'd,  thy  earthly  part  expires. 
Unnumber*d  warriors  round  the  burning  pile 
Urge  the  fleet  courser's  or  the  racer's  loil ; 
Thick  clouds  of  dust  o'er  all  the  circle  rise, 
And  the  mix'd  clamour  thunders  in  the  skies. 
Soon  as  absorb'd  in  all-embracing  flame 
Sunk  what  was  mortal  of  thy  mighty  name. 
We  then  collect  thy  snowy  bones,  and  place 
With  wines  and  unguents  in  a  golden  vase ; 
(The  vase  to  Thetis  Bacchus  gave  of  old. 
And  Vulcan's  art  enrich'd  the  sculptur'd  gold) 
There  we  thy  reliques,  great  Achilles,  blend 
With  dear  Patroclus,  thy  departed  friend: 
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In  the  same  urn  a  separate  space  contains 
Thy  next  belov'd,  Antilochus'  remains. 
Kow  all  the  sons  of  warlike  Greece  surround 
Thy  destin'd  tomb,  and  cast  a  mighty  mound: 
Hi^  on  the  shore  the  g^wing  hiU  we  raise. 
That  wide  the'  extended  Hellespont  surveys ; 
"Where  all,  from  ag^  to  age  who  pass  the  coast. 
May  point  Achilles'  tomb,  and  hail  the  mighty  ghost. 
Thetis  herself  to  all  our  peers  proclaims 
Heroic  prizes  and  exequial  games; 
The  g^ods  assented ;  and  around  thee  lay 
Bich  spoils  and  gifts  that  blaz'd  against  the  day. 
Oft  have  1  seen  with  solemn  funeral  games 
Heroes  and  kings  committed  to  the  flames ; 
But  strength  of  youth,  or  valour  of  the  brave. 
With  nobler  contest  ne'er  renown'd  a  g^ve. 
Such  were  the  g^mes  by  azure  Thetis  given ; 
And  such  thy  honours,  O  belov'd  of  heaven ! 
Dear  to  mankind  thy  fame  survives ;  nor  &des 
Its  bloom  eternal  in  the  Stygian  shades. 
But  what  to  me  avail  my  honours  gone. 
Successful  toils,  and  battles  bravely  won  ? 
Doom'd  by  stern  Jove,  at  home  to  end  my  life, 
By  curs'd  JEg'isthus,*and  a  faithless  wife  !" 

Thus  they  : — while  Hermes  o'er  the  drear}-  plain 
Led  the  sad  numbers  by  Ulysses  slain. 
On  each  majestic  form  they  cast  a  view; 
And  timorous  pass'd,  and  awfully  withdrew. 
But  Ajjamemnon  throug-h  the  gloomy  shade. 
His  ancient  host  Amphimedon  surveyed : 
**  Son  of  Melanthius !  (he  begun)  Osay! 
What  cause  compelled  so  many  and  so  p^ay, 
To  tread  the  downward  melancholy  wa}  ? 
Say,  could  one  city  yield  a  ti*oop  so  fair  ? 
Were  all  these  partners  of  one  native  air  ? 
Or  did  the  rage  of  stormy  Neptune  sweep 
Your  lives  at  once,  and  whelm  beneath  the  deep 
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Did  nigbtlj^  thieves,  or  pirates'  cruel  bands. 
Drench  with  your  blood  your  pillag'd  country's 

sands? 
Or  well  defending^  some  beleag^er'd  wall. 
Say,  for  the  public  did  ye  greatly  fall  ? 
Inrorm  thy  guest,  for  such  I  was  of  yore 
When  our  triumphant  navies  touch'd  your  shore; 
Forc'd  a  long  month  the  wint'ry  seas  to  bear. 
To  move  the  g^eat  Ulysses  to  the  war.*' 

**  O  king  of  men  !  I  faithful  shall  relate 
(Replied  Amphimedon^  our  hapless  fate. 
Ulysses  absent,  our  ambitious  sum 
With  rival  loves  pursued  his  royal  dame: 
Her  coy  reserve,  and  prudence  mix'd  with  pride. 
Our  common  suit  nor  granted,  nor  denied; 
But  close  with  inward  hate  our  deaths  designed ; 
Vers'd  in  all  arts  of  wily  womankind. 
Her  hand,  laborious,  in  delusion  spread 
A  spacious  loom,  and  mixM  the  various  thread; 
•  Ye  peers  (she  cried)  who  press  to  gain  my  heart. 
Where  dead  Ulysses  claims  no  more  a  part. 
Yet  a  short  space,  your  rival  suit  suspend. 
Till  this  funereal  web  my  labours  end: 
Cease,  till  to  gfood  Laertes  I  bequeath 
A  task  of  grief,  his  ornaments  of  death: 
Lest,  when  the  fates  his  royal  ashes  claim. 
The  Grecian  matrons  taint  my  spotless  fame ; 
Should  he,  long  honoured  with  supreme  command. 
Want  the  last  duties  of  a  daughter's  hand.'^ 

"  The  fiction  pleas'd :  our  generous  train  com- 
pliea; 
Nor  fraud  mistrusts  in  virtue's  fair  disguise. 
The  work  she  plied;  but  studious  of  delay. 
Each  following  night  revers'd  the  toils  of  day. 
Unheard,  unseen,  three  years  her  arts  prevail; 
The  fourth,  her  maid  reveaVd  the'  amazing  tale. 
And  show'd,  as  unperceiv'd  we  took  our  stand, 
The  backward  labours  of  her  faithless  hand. 
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Forc'd,  she  completes  it;  and  before  us  lay 
The  mingled  web,  whose  gold  and  silver  ray 
Displayed  the  radiance  of  the  night  and  day. 

**  Just  as  she  finished  her  illustrious  toil, 
111  fortune  led  Ulysses  to  our  isle. 
Far  in  a  lonely  nook,  beside  the  sea. 
At  an  old  swineherd's  rural  lodge  he  lay. 
Thither  his  son  from  sandy  Pyle  repairs. 
And  speedy  lands,  and  secretly  confers. 
They  plan  our  future  ruin,  and  resort 
Confederate  to  the  city  and  the  court. 
First  came  the  son;  the  father  next  succeeds 
Clad  like  a  beggar,  whoih  Eumaeus  leads; 
Propt  on  a  staff,  deform'd  with  age  and  care, 
And  hung  with  rags  that  flutter'd  in  the  air. 
Who  could  Ulysses  in  that  form  behold  ? 
Scom'd  by  the  young,  forgotten  by  the  old, 
111  us*d  by  all ! — ^to  every  wrong  resign'd. 
Patient  he  suffer'd  with  a  constant  mind. 
But  when,  arising  in  his  wrath  to*  obey 
The  will  of  Jove,  he  gave  the  vengeance  way; 
The  scatter'd  arms  that  hung"  around  the  dome, 
Careful  he  treasur'd  in  a  private  room  : 
Then,  to  her  suitors  bade  his  queen  propose 
The  archer's  strife;  the  source  of  future  woes. 
And  omeu  of  our  deatli  I — In  vain  we  drew 
Tlie  twanging  string,  and  tried  the  stubborn  yew- 
To  none  it  yields  but  great  Ulysses'  hands; 
In  vain  we  threat ;   Teleniachus  commands: 
The  bow  he  snatch'd,  and  in  an  instiint  bent ; 
Throu;^'h  every  ring  the  victor  aiTow  went. 
Fierce  on  the  threshold  then  in  arms  he  stood, 
Pour'd  forth  the  darts  that  thirsted  for  our  blood, 
And  frown'd  before  us,  dreatltul  as  a  god  I 
First  bleeds  Antinous:  thick  the  shafts  resound  ; 
And  hea])s  on  heaps  the  wretches  strow  the  gix)unJi 
This  way,  and  that,  we  turn,  we  fly,  we  fall; 
Some  god  assisted,  and  unmann'd  us  all: 
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Ignoble  cries  precede  the  dying  groans; 

And  batter'd  brains  and  blood  besmear  the  stones. 

"  Thus,  great  Atrides !  thus  Ulysses  drove 
The  shades  thou  seest  from  yon  mir  realms  above. 
Our  mangled  bodies  now  deform'd  with  gore. 
Cold  and  neglected  spread  the  marble  floor. 
No  friend  to  bathe  our  wounds !  or  tears  to  shed 
O'er  the  pale  corpse, — ^the  honours  of  the  dead." 

"  Oh  bless'd  Ulysses  (thus  the  king  expressed 
His  sudden  rapture,)  in  thy  consort  bless'd! 
Not  more  thy  wisdom,  than  her  virtue  shin'd  ;■ 
Not  more  thy  patience,  than  her  constant  mind : 
Icarius'  daughter,  glory  of  the  past. 
And  model  to  the  future  age,  shall  last: 
The  gods,  to  honour  her  fair  fame,  shall  raise 
(Their  great  reward)  a  poet  in  her  praise. 
Not  such,  O  Tyndarus !  thy  daughter's  deed, 
By  wiio^e  dire  hand  her  king  and  husband  bled: 
Her  shall  the  muse  to  infamy  prolong, 
Example  dread !  and  theme  of  tragic  song ! 
The  general  sex  shall  suffer  in  her  shame; 
And  e'en  the  best  that  bears  a  woman's  name." 

Thus  in  the  regions  of  eternal  shade 
Conferr'd  the  mournful  phantoms  of  the  dead: 
While  from  the  town,  Ulysses,  and  his  band, 
Pass'd  to  Laertes*  cultivated  kjid. 
The  ground  himself  had  pun£as'd  with  his  psun^ 
And  labour  made  the  ruggea  soil  a  plain. 
There  stood  his  mansion  of  the  rural  sort. 
With  useful  buildings  round  the  lowly  court: 
Where  the  few  servants  that  divide  his  care. 
Took  their  laborious  rest  and  homely  fare; 
And  one  Sicilian  matron,  old  and  sage. 
With  constant  duty  tends  his  drooping  age. 

Here  now  arriving,  to  his  rustic  band 
And  martial  son,  Ulysses  gave  command: 
•*  Enter  the  house,  and  of  the  bristly  swine 
Select  the  ku:gest  to  the  powers  divine. 
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u  old,  in  foriDfr  ser^^ce  (am, 
Bui  *eU  rcpair'd.  and  gioret  i^iut  the  than. 
In  Itui  uny  (be  kingly  gardener  Mood, 
And  cl«ar'd  a  plant  encumbcr'd  wiih  iu  B-ood. 

Beneath  a  neighbouring  Irec,  Ihe  chief  diTiDe 
Gaz'd  o'er  hi*  lire,  retracing  ever)'  line. 
The  niina  of  liiinKl([  now  worn  awaj 
With  age,  yet  Mill  ^eitu;  in  decay  ! 
Sudden  hit  eje*  releu'd  their  watery  (tore  ; 
The  miHrb-CDduring  man  could  bear  do  more. 
Doubtful  he  itoad,  if  instant  to  embrace 
Hi*  aged  litnbt,  u>  kin  hia  rererend  face. 
With  eager  tramport  to  di»clg«  the  whole. 
And  pour  at  once  tlie  torrent  of  hia  kkiI. — 
Not  u>: — his  judgiDent  takci  the  winding  way 
Of  quettion  oistant,  and  i^  soft  euay  i 
Hore  gentle  methodi  on  weak  age  employs. 
And  morel  the  sorrawii,  to  enhance  the  joys. 
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Then  to  his  sire  with  beating  heart  he  moves; 
And  with  a  tender  pleasantry  reproves : 
Who  dig-ging  round  the  plapt  still  hangs  his  head, 
Nor  augnt  remits  the  work,  while  thus  he  said: 
**  Great  is  thy  skill,  O  father!  great  thy  toil: 
Thy  careful  hand  is  stamp'd  on  all  the  soil. 
Thy  squadron'd  vineyards  well  thy  art  declare. 
The  ohve  green,  blue  fig,  and  pendent  pear; 
And  not  one  empty  spot  escapes  thy  care. 
On  every  plant  and  tree  thy  cares  are  shown; 
Nothing  neglected,  but  thyself  alone. 
Forgive  me,  father,  if  this  fault  1  blame; 
Age  so  advanc'd  may  some  indulgence  claim. 
Not  for  thy  sloth  I  deem  thy  lord  unkind ; 
Nor  speaks  thy  form  a  mean  or  servile  mind : 
I  read  a  monarch  in  that  princely  air. 
The  same  thy  aspect,  if  the  same  thy  care ; 
Soft  sleep,  fair  garments,  and  the  joys  of  wine. 
These  are  the  rights  of  age,  and  should  be  thine. 
*^ho  then  thy  master,  say  ?  and  whose  tlie  land 
So  dress'd  and  manag'd  by  thy  skilful  hand  ? 
But  chief,  O  tell  me  !  (what  I  question  most) 
Is  tills  the  far-fam'd  Ithacensian  coast  ? 
For  so  reported  the  first  man  1  view*d 
(Some  surly  islander,  of  manners  rude,) 
Nor  further  conference  vouchsafed  to  stay; 
Heedless  he  whistled,  and  pursued  his  way. 
But  thou !  whom  years  have  taught  to  understand. 
Humanely  hear,  and  answer  my  demand: 
A  friend  I  seek,  a  wise  one  and  a  brave ; 
Say,  lives  he  yet,  or  moulders  in  the  grave  ? 
Time  was  (my  fortunes  then  were  at  the  best) 
When  at  my  house  I  lodged  this  foreign  guest; 
He  said  from  Ithaca's  fair  isle  he  came. 
And  old  Laertes  was  his  father's  name. 
To  him  whatever  to  a  guest  is  ow'd 
I  paid,  and  hospitable  gifts  bestow'd; 
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Td  VUn  •rvrn  ttlenU  of  purr  ort  I  toU,         [iT*^ 
'rvcKc  clmk*.  twrlvit  *etu,  twelve  uinie*  Uilr  wit}i 
A  bo*),  tli»t  rich  with  poliili'il  lilier  flunroi 
Andi  •killM  in  fcnwJn  work^  four  ioteij  dame*." 

At  iliU  Ui*  bthcr,  •iili  ■  Imhpr'n  t'.nni 
(K<*  vini'nibk  ctc*  bciliniitiM  with  Iran  ) 
**  Tlii*  t>  thi-  IbhiIi  hut,  ah  7  thy  (pRi  arc  loM, 
For  f("'l''^>*  ■"rn,  anil  niiir,  pinnen  the  cwurt  i 
Slink  U  tho  giory  uf'iiiii  uikk  I'ain'd  ihon.'!         ^^— 

Tab  neompcriK  Ihf  bounty  cIm  htid  bonMi  ^^^| 
For  c*cnr  komI  man  yieldi  ■  jiut  mum:  ^^^| 
SO  civil  riithtiilenunili  aiui  irbn  bvxItM  ^^| 

TIk  tTW'k  aftnnv\Mp,  not  pumiinjf,  itn*. 

"  But  Irtl  me,  ttranjcr,  b«  thtr  tniLh  cunriw'i^ 
What  yvan  have  «ircleil  linco  tUiu  aaVn  Uial 


»(«: 


'TwHa  )ii>  to  •iiti'cr,  und  'til  mine  to  moum! 
Fmr  from  hii  fricnttB,  and  from  hi«  native  reign. 
He  liei,  a  prey  to  monHtcn  of  the  main  -, 
Or  lavage  beaati  hi*  niiin)f[eil  reliquca  tear. 
Or  aereaminj^  vulture*  acatter  tlirough  the  air: 
Nor  could  hi(  mother  funerml  ung'uenta  ihedj 
Nik  wail'd  hi*  father  o'er  the'  untimely  dead; 
Nor  hit  aad  consort,  on  the  mournful  bier, 
Seal'd  hii  cold  eyei,  or  dropp'd  a  tender  tear! 

"  But  tell  me,  who  thou  art  f  and  what  thy  race 
Tliy  town,  thy  parenta,  and  thy  native  place  > 
Or  ifa  merchant  in  purauit  of  jrain, 
Whit  port  rccciv'd  thy  veiiel  from  the  main  f      ' 
Or  com'ft  Ibou  aingle,  or  attend  thy  train  I" 

Then  thuf  the  »on ; — "  From  Alybai  I  came. 
My  palace  there ;  Epentua  my  name. 
Not  vul^r  bom;  frcim  Aphidaa,  the  king 
Of  Polypcmon'i  royal  Hoe,  1  aprioi;. 
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Some  adverse  daemon  from  Sicania  bore 

Our  wandering"  course,  and  drove  us  on  your  shore: 

Far  from  the  town,  and  unfrequented  bay 

Rcliev'd  our  wearied  vessel  from  the  sea. 

Five  years  have  circled  since  these  eyes  pursued 

Ulysses  parting  through  the  sable  flood; 

Prosperous  he  sail'd,  with  dexter  auguries, 

And  all  the  wing'd  good  omens  of  the  skies. 

Well  hop'd  we,  then,  to  meet  on  this  fair  shore; 

Whom  heaven,  alas !  decreed  to  meet  no  more." 

Quick  through  the  father's  heart  these  accents 
ran; 
Grief  seiz'd  at  once,  and  wrapt  up  all  the  man : 
Deep  from  his  soul  he  sigh'd,  and  sorrowing  spread 
A  cloud  of  ashes  on  his  hoary  head. 
Trembling  with  agonies  of  strong  delight 
Stood  the  great  son,  heart-wounded  with  the  sight: 
He  ran,  he  seiz'd  him  with  a  strict  embrace, — 
With  thousand  kisses  wander'd  o'er  his  face, 
**  I,  I  am  he; — O  father,  rise  ! — behold 
Thy  son,  with  twenty  winters  now  grown  old ; 
Thy  son, — so  long  desired,  so  long  detain' d — 
Restor'd,  and  breathing  in  his  native  land : 
These  floods  of  sorrow,  oh  my  sire,  restrain ! 
The  vengeance  is  complete;  the  suitor-train, 
Stretch'd  in  our  palace,  by  these  hands  lie  slsun. 

Amaz'd,  Laertes : — **  Give  some  certain  sign, 
(If  such  thou  art)  to  manifest  thee  mine." 
•*  Lo  here  the  wound  (he  cries)  receiv'd  of  yore. 
The  scar  indented  by  the  tusky  boar. 
When  by  thyself  and  by  Anticlea  sent. 
To  old  Autolycus's  realms  1  went. 
Yet  by  another  sign  thy  offspring  know: 
The  several  trees  you  gave  me  long  ago. 
While,  yet  a  child,  these  fields  I  lov'd  to  trace, 
And  trod  thy  footsteps  with  unequal  pace  ; 
To  every  plant  in  order  as  we  came, 
Well-pleas'd  you  told  its  nature,  and  its  name; 


in!      "^ 

lin,       V 
slsun."3 


And  ten,  Uwt  red  with  blushing  npplca  glov't 
Fun  fifty  purpti;  ligsi  and  niRny  r  tov 
Of  vftTious  vines  tbit  then  begun  In  bhnr, 
A  future  vintng;e  1  when  the  llniira  pruUucfl 
Their  latent  buds,  and  Sol  exklti  the  juice.' 

Smit  with  the  signs  w)llcb  all  his  douhta  cKpI 
Hii  heart  within  him  melts  -,  his  knfcs  BUAalo 
Tlieir  feeble  weight  BO  morei   hii  ajms  hIom 
Support  hini,  round  tlic  lovM  IJlysaea  Ihruwo: 
He  faints,  he  slnki,  with  nii^hty  jays  opprcis'd  •- 
tllysses  clasps  him  To  his  eager  breast. 
Soon  as  returning  life  regains  its  scat. 
And  his  breath  lengtbcnB,  anil  his  pviliieii  beat  i 
"  Yes,  1  believe  (he  ones)  Urtmiriitj  Jove  i 
Henven  rules  us  yet,  and  gwl*  there  ate  abort. 
lis  so — the  auitors  for  their  wtongv  hs*e  paid-— 
But  what  shail  guard  ua,  ifthe  toiin  invide  i 
If,  while  the  news  throogU  evcrv  city  flics, 
All  Itlmca  and  Cephalciiia  rise  '■' 

To  this  Ulysses :— "  As  the  gods  shall  pleaae 
Be  all  the  rest;  and  set  thy  soul  at  case. 
Haste  to  the  cottage  by  this  orchard  side  i 
And  take  the  banquet  which  our  cares  provide : 
There  wait  thy  faithfy  band  rf  rural  friends  j 
And  there  the  young  Telemachui  attendia. 

Thus  having  sud,  they  trac'd  the  garden  o'er. 
And  stooping-  enter'd  at  the  lowly  door. 
The  swains  and  young  Telenuchus  they  found, 
The  victim  portion'd,  and  the  goblet  crowa'd. 
The  hoary  king,  his  old  Sicilian  maid 
Perfum'd  and  waah'd,  and  gorgeously  amy'd. 
Pallas  attenfUng  gives  his  frame  to  shine 
With  awful  port,  and  majesty  ditine; 
Hia  gazing  son  admires  the  godlike  grace. 
And  HT  celestial  dkwninf  o'er  hi*  face. 


em  I 
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"  1 


What  gfod  (he  cried)  my  father's  form  improves  ? 
How  hig-b  he  treads,  and  how  enlarged  he  moves  ?" 

**  Oh  !  would  to  all  the  deathless  powers  on  high, 
Pallas  and  Jove,  and  him  who  gilds  the  sky  ! 
(Replied  the  king"  elated  with  his  pi*aise) 
My  strength  were  still,  as  once  in  better  days: 
When  the  bold  Cephalens  the  leaguer  form'd, 
And  proud  Nericus  trembled  as  i  stormed. 
Such  were  I  now,  not  absent  from  your  deed 
When  the  last  sun  beheld  the  suitors  bleed, 
This  arm  had  aided  yours ;  this  hand  bestrown 
Our  floors  with  death,  and  push'd  the  slaughtc 

on; 
Nor  had  the  sire  been  separate  from  the  son." 

They  commun'd  thus: — while  homeward  bent 
tlieir  way 
The  swains,  fatigued  with  labours  of  the  day; 
Dolius  the  first,  the  venerable  man ; 
And  next  his  sons,  a  long-succeeding  train: 
For  due  refection  to  the  bower  they  came, 
Call'd  by  the  careful  old  Sicilian  dame, 
Who  nurs'd  the  children,  and  now  tends  the  sire: 
They  see  their  lord,  they  gaze,  and  they  admire. 
On  chairs  and  beds  in  order  seated  round. 
They  share  the  gladsome  board;  the  roofs  resound. 
While  thus  Ulysses  to  his  Ancient  friend: 
"  Forbear  your  wonder,  and  the  feast  attend; 
The  rites  have  waited  long."-  The  chief  commands 
Their  loves  in  vain  ;  old  Dolius  spreads  his  hands, 
Springs  to  his  master  with  a  warm  embrace. 
And  fastens  kisses  on  his  hands  and  face; 
Then    thus     broke    out. — "  Oh    long,    oh    daily 

mourn'd. 
Beyond  our  hopes,  and  to  our  wish,  retum'd ! 
Conducted  sure  by  heaven  !  for  lieaven  alone 
Could  work  this  wonder  :  welcome  to  thy  own  ! 
And  joys  and  happiness  attend  tliy  throne ! 


AnA  ita,  that  red  with  bluahtng  applri  glow'di  J 
FaQ  flrty  |hit)jU-  fl|rii  vid  many  ■  raw 
Of  rariou*  vine*  thM  then  beiian  ti>  blow, 
A  futura  vlntNgti  I  wlmi  tlir  lloiirk  [imilue* 
Tlieir  latent  budi,  bikI  Sol  ettlU  tb«  jiuce." 

thnit  vtch  the  u^  whkti  Ut  tilt  doubU-u.,. 
Hb  hnri  within  him  mclu  i  bi<  knei9«MlB)ii^ 
Tlielr  hchle  wnlifht  no  mnrri  Hu  iiiiw»l««Vi 
BupMrl  bini,  MMind  Ilic  lovM  Ulywnt  UtrowaM 
Up  bintii,  he  «nks  willi  nii|^(y  Joy*  Oppr 
UlyiMi  rlaapi  liini  to  hn  ERgi-r  braui. 

Soon  M  retumiiic  Ufc  «—    -  — 

Anil  III*  ttrralh  lonfTlhen 
■■  Ti»,  I  belicire  (Ihi  ch«ii)  »!hiiMay  J 
n«Bv«B  puIm  iw  ret,  mmI  ^odt-OMH 
*Tli  «o — the  Mtlton  fbr  their  wnag»  1 
But  what  ahull  guiiiil  tis,  if  the  u 
IS,  while-  the  news  thHni){li  fverj 
All  Ithaca  unil  CepholMiia  riac  P'- 

To  thiK  UlyMfi : — "  As  the  gods  iihall  plea 
Be  nil  the  rcM ;  anO  set  [h^  loul  at  euc. 
Haste  to  the  cottage  by  this  orchonl  ude ; 
And  ijJlc  the  banquet  which  Our  cares  proride  : 
There  wait  thy  faitlitiil  b»nd  of  rural  t'rienib; 
And  there  the  young  Telemachui  attends. 

Thus  bating  said,  they  trac'd  the  garden  t^esr, 
And  stooping  enler'd  at  the  lowly  door. 
The  twains  ami  young  Telemachu*  they  finind. 
The  victim  portion'd,  and  die  giiblet  crowu'd. 
The  hoary  king,  his  old  Sicilian  maid 
PerfnmM  and  waah'd,  and  gorgeoualy  array'd. 
Palliu  attending  gives  his  fnunt  to  shine 
With  awful  port,  and  majcaly  ilisinei 
His  gazinjr  son  admire*  Uie  godlike  gT«ce, 
And  air  celeatial  cUwiiing  o'er  bin  face. 
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Prove  that  we  live,  by  vengeance  on  his  head. 
Or  sink  at  once  forgotten  with  the  dead." 

Here  ceas'd  he,  but  indignant  tears  let  fall 
Spoke  when  he  ceas'd  !---dumb  sorrows  touch'd 

them  all. 
When  from  the  palace  to  the  wondering  throng 
Sage  Medon  came,  and  Phemlus  came  along ; 
(Restless  and  early  sleep's  soft  bands  they  broke) 
And  Medon  first  the'  assembled  chiefs  bespoke : 

"  Hear  me,  ye  peers  and  elders  of  the  land. 
Who  deem  thw  act  the  work  of  mortal  hand ! 
As  o'er  the  heaps  of  death  l^lysses  strode. 
These  eyes,  these  eyes  beheld  a  present  god. 
Who  now  before  him,  now  beside  him  stood. 
Fought  as  he  fought,  and  mark'd  his  ways  with 

blood: 
In  vain  old  Mentor's  form  the  god  belied; 
rrwas  heaven  that  struck,  and  heaven  was  on  his 
side." 

A  sudden  horror  all  the'  assembly  shook; 
When,  slowly  rising,  Halitherses  spoke  ; 
(Reverend  and  wise,  whose  comprehensive  view 
At  once  the  present  and  the  future  knew.) 
*•  Me  too,  ye  fatliers,  hear ! — ^from  you  proceed 
The  ills  ye  mourn ;  your  own  the  guilty  deed. 
Ye  gave  your  sons,  your  lawless  sons,  the  rein 
(Oft  warn'd  by  Mentor  and  myself  in  vain-.) 
An  absent  hero's  bed  they  sought  to  soil; 
An  absent  heroes  wealth  they  made  their  spoil; 
Immoderate  riot,  and  intemperate  lust ! 
The'  offence  was  great,  the  punishment  was  just. 
Weigh  then  my  counsels  in  an  eqaal  scale. 
Nor  rush  to  ruin.    Justice  will  prevail.'' 

His  moderate  words  some  better  minds  persuade: 
They  part,  and  join  him,  but  the  number  stay'd. 
They  storm,  they  shout,  with  hasty  frenzy  fir'd) 
And  second  all  Eupithes'  rage  inspir'd. 


\  .      '■ 


■■11 


Thef  erne  tidr  JSaim  imiMMt}  td  tfHi.tiMBgr 
The  bnMbi  efiiilg«iee  tflues  i]»  tite  iuii.  ; 
BeilK  the  e^,  and  in  ami^e  pfaiiii^ '  . 
They  meiei:  Bi^>itbet heaoi tiiefiBBtifirMiiu 
fieree  lor  IAb  aoa^  he  breathes  his  tfamdi  in  airi 
Vtete  hesfs  them  iMi^  and  death  attends  faim  .tfacte,  / 

Thiapaas'd oii.ecrth*  while m the rnaitm.Mmt* 
ICkieiVa  thm  to^cloiidfeoinpe^iig  Jbove: 
**  May  I  piesupie  to  0eal!ch  ti»  aecre^  tool  f 
O  poWef  aufifeawy  O  roler -Mihewfaol^! -. 
Saji  haat  thou  doom'd  ta  this  ^ndad  slater  •     y 
OrpeaclefislSinity,  orsterndc^Hite?  ^  -    r^ 

Dedbire  Uij  purpose;  for  tibgr  ^i|rifl<is  fiite.**  j 

''b  sk  thy  Ui^Night  noiy  own?  (tiie  god  tepUes 
Who  roUs'the  thoiuer  erer  tiie  naHed  skies) 
teth^not  hmg'Wice  thy  knowinir  soul  decreedt  '^• 
The  etueTa  return  ihouldtaskfeUiegiulty  bleed  ?V 
TIs  done;  'aqd  atthy  wiH.the  fiitesdiaceeed. .      > 
Tet hearthe iaaue >-Hnn6e  Ulyssei^  hsnd 
Has  slain  the  suitors,  heaven  shall  bless  the  land. 
None  now  the  kindred  of  the'  unjust  shall  own; 
Forgot  the  slaughtered  brother,  and  the  son: 
Each  future  day  increase  of  wealth  shall  bring. 
And  o'er  tiie  past,  oblivion  stretch  her  wing. 
Long  shall  Ulysses  in  his  empire  rest. 
His  people  blessing,  by  his  people  bless'd. 
Let  all  be  peace" — He  said,  and  gave  the  nod 
That  binds  the  fates;  the  sanction  of  the  g^d: 
And  prompt  to  execute  the'  eternal  wil). 
Descended  Pallas  from  the'  Olympian  hill. 

Now  sat  Ulysses  at  the  rural  feast. 
The  rage  of  hunger  and  of  thirst  repress'd: 
To  watch  the  foe  a  trusty  spy  he  sent; 
A  son  of  Dolius  on  the  message  went, 
Stood  in  the  way,  and  at  a  gknce  beheld 
The  foe  approach,  embattled  on  the  field. 
With  backward  step  he  hastens  to  the  bower. 
And  tells  the  news.  They  arm  with  all  their  power. 
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Four  friends  alone  Ulysses  cause  embrace; 
And  six  were  all  the  sons  of  Dolius'  race: 
Old  Dolius  too  his  rusted  arms  put  on; 
And,  still  more. old,  in  arms  Laertes  shone. 
Trembling  with  warmth,  the  hoary  heroes  stand, 
And  brazen  panoply  invests  the  band. 
The  opening  gates  at  once  their  war  display: 
Fierce  they  rush  forth:  Ulysses  leads  the  way. 
That  moment  joins  them  with  celestial  aid, 
In  Mentor's  form,  the  Jove-descended  maid: 
The  suffering  hero  felt  his  patient  breast 
Swell  with  new  joy,  and  thus  his  son  address'd: 

"  Behold,  Telemachus !  nor  fear  the  sight ! 
The  brave  embattled;  the  grim  front  of  fight! 
The  valiant  with  the  valiant  must  contend: 
Shame  not  the  line  whence  glorious  you  descend: 
Wide  o*er  the  world  their  mailial  fame  was  spread: 
Regard  thyself,  the  living,  and  the  dead." 

**  Thy  eyes,  great  father !  on  this  battle  cast. 
Shall  learn  from  me  Penelope  was  chaste.** 

So  spoke  Telemachus !  the  gallant  boy 
Good  old  Laertes  heard  with  panting  joy; 
"  And,  bless'd  !  thrice  bless*d  this  happy  day !  (he 

cries) 
The  day  that  shows  me,  ere  I  close  mm  eyes, 
A  son  and  grandson  of  the*  Arcesiannime 
Strive  for  fair  virtue,  and  contest  for  fame  !" 

Then  thus  Minerva  in  Laertes*  ear: 
"  Son  of  Arcesius,  reverend  warrior,  hear ! 
Jove  and  Jove*s  daughter  fii*st  implore  in  pray'r. 
Then,  whirling  high,  discharge  thy  lance  in  air." 
She  said,  infusing  courage  with  the  word. 
Jove  and  Jove*s  daughter  then  the  chief  implored. 
And,  whirling  high,  dismiss'd  the  lance  in  air: 
it'uU  at  Eupithes  drove  the  deathful  spear : 
The  brass-cheek*d  helmet  opens  to  the  wound; 
He  falls,  earth  thunders,  and  his  arms  resound. 


B«,kU. 


^^^B  503                                         THE  DDTBSI 

^^^f  BefbK  tLe  fkther  and  the  coDqueriog  son 

^^H  Hea|)»  nuh  on  beapa :  they  E^ht,  they  drop,  they 

^^H  Nov  by  the  swonl  a.nd  now  Itie  jiielin  fall      [run. 

^^V  The  rebel  rac«t  &nd  death  hud  ivrailow'd  alli 

^^^>  But  from  on  hig^b  the  hhic-cy'd  virgin  cried; 

^^H  B«r  awful  voice  delun'd  the  headlong  tide  : 

^^V  "  Fortiear,  ye  nations '.  your  mad  banc£  forbear 

^^T'  Pram    mutual    slaughter  -.     Paica    Dssctsns    t« 


■With  dreadful  shoutB  Ulysses  pour'd  along, 
8wift  as  an  eacle,  as  an  eagle  strong. 
I    .But  Jove's  red  arm  the  burning  thunder  HnUi 
Before  Hiuerva  shot  the  livid  names  i 
Bluing  they  fell,  and  at  her  feet  expir'd: 
Then  stopp'd  the  goddeu,  trembled,  and  relir*!. 

"  Descended  from  tlie  gods)  Ulysecs,  ceasr: 
Offend  not  Joio :  obt.v,  aiul  give  the  pi^act." 

So  Pallas  spoke:  the  mandate  from  above 
The  king  obey'd.  The  virgin-seed  of  Jove, 
In  Mentor's  form,  confirm'd  the  full  accord, 
"  And  u'iUine  nations  knew  their  lawful  lord." 
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Prove  that  wc  Vivr,  by  vcnffrance  on  bin  head, 
Or  Nink  at  once  forgotten  with  the  dcatl." 

Il(*rc  vvmW  he,  but  indiicnant  team  Irt  fall 
Spoke  wh(Mi  he  ceaiM !— ilunib  torrowa  touch'd 

thfMU  all. 
"When  from  the  palace  to  Uie  wondering  throng 
Sage  Medoti  came,  and  PhemiiiN  came  along  i 
(RcMtlcM  and  early  Nteep*N  noflt  banda  they  broke) 
And  Medon  flrat  the'  aHnentbled  chieft  beNpoko : 

••  Hear  nje,  ye  peern  and  eldera  of  the  land, 
Who  de<>m  thia  act  the  work  of  mortal  hand ! 
An  o'er  the  heapN  of  death  (iJvNHeM  Htrodc, 
'I'lieMc  eyen,  thcMe  eye*  behehl  :•  pr«'Ment  god. 
Who  now  before  hinii  now  brNidi  him  Htood, 
Fought  an  he  fought,  and  mark'd  hia  ways  with 

bl()0<l: 
In  vain  old  Mcntor'n  form  the  go<l  belied) 
'Twaa  heaven  that  Mtruck,  and  heaven  wat  on  hif 
aide." 

A  aud(U*n  horror  all  the'  aHHemhIy  Hhooki 
When,  Mlowly  riNing,  llalithemi^M  Hpoke  i 
(H<^vercnd  and  wine,  whone  c(miprehenaive  view 
At  once  the  preN<*nt  and  tiie  future  knew:) 
"  Me  too,  ye  falherH,  heur ! — from  you  proceed 
The  \\\h  ye  mourn  t  your  own  tin*  gtiihy  deed. 
Ye  gave  your  houm,  your  hiwh^-^n  moun,  the  rein 
(Ofl  wuruM  by  Mentor  und  uiynclf  in  vain:) 
An  abnent  iiero'H  bed  they  nought  to  Hoil; 
An  abM(U)t  herocH  wruith  thry  niucli;  tiieir  npoilr 
Immoderate  riot,  and  iniemp«Tute  luNt ! 
Th<''  ofl'ence  whm  grrut,  the  jiunirthnHMtt  wad  junt. 
W<*igh  then  my  couuhcIn  in  i\u  ei|iiul  Nrute, 
Nor  ruHh  to  ruui.     .fuHtirc  will  pr<*vnil." 

Iliw  moderate  wordNNonte  better mindapcrNUadc 
They  part,  and  join  him,  but  the  nund>er  wtay'd. 
They  ntorm,  they  Hhout,  with  liaMty  frenzy  fUr'd, 
And  Necond  all  CupitUcH*  rage  inNpir'J. 


IfooA?  34.  TIIK  ODTMMkT.  .Mt\ 

Four  fricmh  nionc  l'lyiiM:N  rmiNc  cmbrarn; 
And  nix  were  all  the  noun  of  Doliiift*  rucr: 
Old  DoliiiH  too  liin  runted  aritiH  put  oti; 
And,  Htill  niorr  old,  in  unim  LiinifH  nhonr. 
'J'riMnblin}^  with  wurintli,  tlu*  lioury  iivrocN  Nlnnd. 
And  hru/rn  puiiopty  invrNtn  tin*  bHtid. 
I1ic  opcniitg'  giitoH  ut  onr.r  tlirir  war  d'mpliiy. 
Firm*  tlicy  niHli  forth:  UlynHCM  IrtuiN  the  way. 
Thut  nionii'nt  joitiN  them  with  c.c  loNtiid  aid, 
In  Mt;ntor*H  fonii,  the  .fovL'*d(-H«'rn(h'd  maid: 
Thr  Hu(!'rrin|^  lirro  i'cU  U'm  patient  fireuNt 
Swell  with  new  joy,  and  thuH  liiH  Hon  uddn^HNM 

"  llehold,  'rdeniachuH!  nor  fear  the  Hig'ht ! 
The  hrave  enihattled;  the  jcrini  front  of  flight ! 
The  valiant  with  the  valisint  niuNi  e.ontend: 
Hhanie  not  the  line  whence  j;loriouM  yon  deHernd: 
Wide  oVrthi'  worl<!  their  martial  fnnie  wannpread: 
Ucf^ard  thyMelf,  the  living,  and  the  dead.** 

"Thy  eycM,  j;-real  father!  on  this  Imttle  east, 
Shall  leiirn  from  me  Penelope  waH  ehaHte." 

Ho  Npoke  Tclemarhns!  the  (gallant  hoy 
(tood  old  l«uerteH  heard  with  pantinK"  joyi 
"And,  hleMH*d  !  thriee  hleHi'd  thJH  happy  day!  (hr 

crieM) 
The  day  that  hIiowh  me,  ere  I  elone  Sir  eycH, 
A  Hon  and  ^randNon  of  the*  Aiim  Niiiiiliime 
Strive  for  fiiir  virtue,  aii<l  ('ontrnt  for  fatnc^  !'* 

Then  fIniH  Minerva  in  Larrt'-s*  car.- 
••  Son  of  AreeHiiiH,  reverend  warrior,  hrar' 
,love  and  Jove'n  da»i}.vljter  lirnt  im}dore  in  i)ray'r, 
Then,  whirling  hif^-h,  tliHehur^c  thy  lanee  in  air." 
Hhr  Haid,  itdiiNin^  ronni^c  with  the  word. 
Jove  and  .fove*H  danf;hter  then  the  ehief  imnlor'd, 
And,  whirlinic  hifch,  diHmiHH*d  th<*  lance  in  mr: 
^nll  at  KnpitheH  dffive  the  deathfnl  Hiicar: 
'l*he  hraHM-eheek'd  helmet  onenn  to  tlic  wound; 
Hr  falls,  earth  IhtinderH,  nnd  Iiih  RrniH  resound. 
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